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ANNUAL REPORTS 


OF THE 


TOWN OFFICERS 


TOWN OF WINCHESTER, 


FOR THE 


Financia YEar ENDING FEBRUARY 28, 1S70. 


. WOBURN: 
. MIDDLESEX COUNTY st beac OFFIVE; Hl. C. GRAY, PRINTER, 


ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


TOWN OF WINCHESTER, 


FOR THE 


FINANCIAL YEAR EnpinG Fresruary 28, 1870. 


WOBURN: 
MIDDLESEX COUNTY JOURNAL OFFICE, H. C. GRAY, PRINTER, 
1870. 


ANNUAL. REP OKT 


OF THE 


TOWN OF WINCHESTER, 


FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR ENDING FEB. 28, 1870. 
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APPROPRIATIONS FOR 1869-70. 


Schools, $9,000 00 
Highways and Bridges, 5,200 00 
Poor and Incidentals, 6,500 00 
Cemetery, 300 00 
Library, 350 00 
Fire Department, 600 00 
Town Debt, 4,000 00 
———. $25,950 00 
DISBURSEMENTS. 
SCHOOLS. 


TEACHERS’ WAGES. 
D. D. Patten, Teacher High school, $1,500 90 


N. P. Dodge, Assistant as 262 50 
Miss Ward, 66 és 406 25 
J.O. Sanborn, Teacher Grammar sch., 1,400 00 
A. E. Buxton, Ass’t ‘ 66 400 00 
H. W. Porter, Adams Grammar, _ 234 00 
G. V. Center, Rumford, 324 00 


Amount carried forward, . $4,526 75 
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Amount brought forward, $4,526 75 
A. F. Johnson, Gifford Grammar, 324 00 
D. M. Taylor, Adams Primary, 324 00 
S. A. Holmes, Washington, 524 00 
S. R. Wells, Adams Primary, 126 70 
M. A. Wadleigh, Gifford Primary, 237 00 
M. D. Longfellow, Mystic, 144 82 
EK. A. Swan, Wyman, 324 00 
L. E. Marston, Mystic, 198 00 
H. A. Pressey, Gifford Primary, 36 00 
M. A. Bunce, Adams Grammar, 4 00 


SCHOOLS—INCIDENTALS. 


G. E. Whitney, repairing seats for evening 


school, $4 00 
E. Sanderson, sundries for schools, 51 19 
A. Chapin, - ft 18 00 
J. S. Spooner, cards, notices, etc., 29 85 
J. O. Sanborn, blanks, paper, etc., 9 50 
J. C. Johnson, sundries, 38 30 
G. W. Walker, tin-pipe, etc., 10 30 
Morse & Co., coal for various schools, 558 00 
C. H. Snell, expressing, 2 00 
M. Fitzgerald, getting in coal, and cleaning 

vaults, 24 75 


R. G. Gladstone, labor and sun. forsch., 43 28 
Unitarian Society, rent, H. S. exhibition, 4 50 


Bond’s Band, H. S. exhibition, 10 00 
Geo. W. Lee, sundries for schools, 4 25 
J. Hunnewell, sawing wood, 68 00 
N. Fitzgerald, wood for schools, 64 12 
Cleaning School-houses, 27 00 
S. Smith, wood for schools, 4 00 
J. Campbell, books, | 412 


Amount carried forward, 


$6,569 27 


$975 16 
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Amount brought forward, $975 16 

H. Chamberlain & Co., chemical ap- 
paratus, etc., 245 00 
D. D. Patten, books, 12°95 
Care of school houses, 289 20 
Mason & Hamlin, organs, | 150 00 
J. A. Boutelle, filling diplomas, 5 50 
F. B. Dodge, clock, 7 00 
J. L. Hammett, globes, ink wells, ete., 55 23 
L. G. Cilley, sundries for schools, 7 04 
H. K. Stanton, feather duster, 20 
W. Hz. Langley, teaming settees, 2 50 
G. P. Brown, sundries for schools, 92 84 


$1,842 62 


REPAIRS OF SCHOOL HOUSES—GROUNDS. 


G. W. Manning, treasurer High school, $26 28 
L. A. Bruce, painting, setting glass, etc., 15 50 
Asa Fletcher, lumber, for labor on school 


houses, . 690 20 
J. Shattuck, repairing, 8 28 
H. Dunbar, whitening, labor, etc., 13 75 
A. E. Rowe, locks, knobs, etc., 3 45 
N. Fitzgerald, labor, 16 50 
J. C. Johnson, paid for repairs, 8 75 
J. C. Mason, labor on grounds, 10 00 
T. Dolan, “<6 <6 10 00 
S. S. Holton, trees and labor, 5 00 
T. Collins, labor on grounds, 7 00 


ed 


FIRE DEPARTMENT. 
B. Bell, Steward, $10 00 


Amount carried forward, 


$814 81 


$10 00 


b 


Amount brought forward, $10 00 
Dexter Brothers, oil, ete., 16:75 
Hunneman & Cv., new hose, 309 52 

¢s “© yepairs, AQ 75 
K. Sanderson, oil, Ad 
J. McConville, painting engine, 12 00 
D. B. Winn, expressing, LAS 
J. Ross, services as steward, 10 00 
Oil, 5 25 
Pay of members, 400 00 
C. J. Mack, care of engine, hose, etc., 31 68 
Morse & Co., coal and wood, 7 00 
I. Sanderson, sundries, 3 30 

CEMETERY. 

M. Fitzgerald, labor, $228 00 
Wheelbarrow, 10 00 
H. Hatch, work and lumber, 6 75 
H. K. Stanton, rakes and hoe, 2 50 


L. A. Bruce, painting and repairing sign 


boards, 56 25 
LIBRARY. 

S. Fletcher, rent, $75 00 
A. Chapin, sundries, 46 00 
J. Campbell, books, 113 85" 
J. H. Snell, expressing, 1 90 
H. C. Gray, printing catalogues, 70. 00 
Asa Fletcher, lumber and labor, 20°79 
J. W. Ripley, books, Dil 


L. G. Cilley, oil, etc., #1. 
Etta Nichols, care of library, 10 85 


$855 45 


$303 50 


$342 45 


~l 


TOWN INCIDENTALS. 


Wm. Page & Co., oil tester, $7 00 
W. Richardson, printing, reports, etc., 130 00 
Leonard & Hartley, window shades, 5 00 
C. H. Dupee, warning town meetings 
and police duty in 1868, 16 50 
Arlington Gas Co., 145 54 
Revenue stamps, r' AD 
C. K. Darling, tax book, 3 00 
Asa Locke, rent of hall and room, 175 00 
C. H. Snell, expressing, 1 55 
Kerr & Shedd, sundries for assessors, 34 00 
Asa Fletcher, bulletin board, 12 92 
i police duty, 7 00 
J. McConville, repairing flag and painting 
flag staff, 21 75 
S. Nichols, moving flag staff and lumber 
for same, 34 77 
J. F. Stone, travelling expenses of as- 
SeSsor's, 41 62 
Geo. W. Richardson, police duty, 7 00 
Z. T. White, SF 7 00 
Walter Bates, concrete walks, 178 00 
Clark & Smith, cedar posts, 4 58 
F. A. Searle, printing, 14 00 
J. McConville, repairing street lamps and 
painting guide-boards, 27 85 
J. D. Sharon, repairing guide-boards, 13 00 
s ie police duty, 7 00 
A. Winn, lighting street lamps, 58 00 
D. B. Winn, expressing, 1 45 
S. Fletcher, ringing bells, etc., 5 67 


Amount carried forward, 


$963 92 
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Amount brought forward, $963 92 

D. Winn, horse hire, 3 00 — 
E. Sanderson, powder, etc., 1 55 
J. Ross, repairing street lamps, 2 91 
Tufts & Clark, expressing, 2 35 
J. D. Sharon, lighting street lamps, 27 25 
Geo. P. Brown, care of selectmen’s room, 30 00 

3 ‘¢ recording births, deaths 

and marriages, 34 70 


J. B. Lawton, care of clock, repairing same,45 50 
J. D. Sharon, lighting street lamps, toll- 


ing bell, etc., 22 69 
S. H. Tarbell, getting Mr. Winn out of 

well, 16 00 
S. Cutler, stamps and expressing, 2 98 
J. McConville, glazing street lamps, 6 25 
A. Fletcher, lumber, getting Mr. Winn 

from well, 9 87 
M. Oliver, services as police officer, 25 00 
G. P. Brown, sundries for town, 36 57 


Morse & Co., coal and wood for lockup, 7 00 


HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES. 


J. F. Stone, lumber, grain and labor, $79 14 
Geo. W. Richardson, paid for labor, 1,784 47 
6 6 hay, grain and labor, 87 62 


Morse & Co., cement, 3-20 
S. Nichols, culverts, 863 20 
L. G. Cilley, grain, 78 30 


Amount carried forward, 


$1,237 54 


$2,895 98 
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Amount brought forward, $2,895 98 


L. G. Cilley, sundries, 6 99 
H. H. Stanton, grain, 48 50 
Peter MeNelly, blacksmithing, 35 36 
S. Wells, labor, 7 00 
Geo. W. Richardson, services, 825 00 
Straw and stable tools, 11 87 
KE. Sanderson, grain, etc., 56 36 
Cook, Ryhmes & Co., sharpening tools, 4 05 
J. F. Stone, sundries, ra. 
Lantern, eno 
Mrs. Mead, rent of stable, 24 97 
C. T. Symmes, hay, 49 59 
J. E. Littlefield & Sons, lumber, 57 60 
G. H. Gustin, gravel, 15 00 
J. Shattuck, repairing foot bridge, Mys- 
tic avenue, 74 38 
F. H. Johnson, sled, 25 00 
Dodge, Gilbert & Co., hammers, 314 
W. H. Fisk, hay, 32 80 
S. B. Smith, laying pipe on Main street, 660 00 
Grub hoe, o 2S 
J. F. Stone, drag and chain, 4 00 
N. A. Richardson, carrots, 9 25 
A. N. Shepherd, sand, 42 
Joel Whitney, sharpening tools, 4 88 
Wm. Adams, breaking out roads in 1868, 12 00 
V. P. Locke, gravel, 20 00 * 
H. E. G. Andrews, land damages, 25 00 
Stephen Swan, : 100 00 
M. Symmes, gravel, 30 00 
J. & A. Locke, breaking out road, 12 00 
Asa Fletcher, bill for lumber, 20 54 


— $5,082 18 


10 
PAUPERS. 

J. F. Stone, moving Leonard and Wal- 

lace family to Tewksbury, $14 60 
Joseph Foss, board of J. A. Cram, 366 85 
Travelling paupers, 8 90 
S. Coholan, aid, 109 00 
Phoebe Barnes, aid, 19 44 
William Wallace, aid, 14 00 
T. Dolan, rent, William Wallace, 12 00 
P. Noonan, aid, 13 37 
S. N. School, board of Benjamin Town- 

send, P. Kane, 16 07 
S. R. School, board of Benjamin Town- 

send, T. Murphy, 23 64 
A. Chapin, medical attendance on P. 

Barnes and mother, 65 OO 
A. Chapin, medical attendance on Wal- 

lace family, 75 50 
A. Chapin, medical attendance on M. 

McGarr and child, 25 OO 
Mrs. Cosey, board M. McGarr, 20 00 
J. D. Sharon, burial A. McGarr, 5 00 


Mrs. M. Walker, board of Mrs: Lindsay, 192 00 | 


Luther Townsend, aid, 74 00 
Dr. Winsor, attendance on L. Townsend, 45 40 
City of Cambridge, board of A. Bulfinch, 68 00 


J. Coholan, coal, 11 75 
P. Barnes, * 14 75 


Mrs. Noonan, ¢* 6 00 


FISH COMMITTEE. 
Dr. Ww insor, $5 20 


$1,199 02 
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STATE AID. 


Cyrus Butters, $132 00 
Abbie Stratton, 48 00 
F. O. Covelle, 48 00 
C. H. Mosely, 102 00 
G. C. Lawrence, 90 00 
J. O. Williams, 96 00 

36 00 


F. H. Phelps, 


TOWN OFFICERS. 


S. W. Twombly, selectman, $75 00 
J.T. Manney, 2 75 00 
J. C. Mason, sé 75 00 
S. Cutter, treasurer, 100 00 
J. F. Stone, assessor, 199 50 
J. C. Stanton, Jr., assessor, 249 50 
A. Fletcher, 6 115 50 
A. Chapin, school committee, 100 00 
Geo. Cooke, ‘ es 100 00 
J. C. Johnson, 6s 100 00 
Geo. P. Brown, Town Clerk, 35 00 
Mial Cushman, collector, 297 97 
TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS. 
Teachers’ wages, $6,569 27 
School incidentals, 1,842 62 
Repairs on school houses, 814 81 
Fire department, 856 45 
Cemetery, 303 50 
Library, 342 45 
Town incidentals, 1357 54 
Highways and Bridges, 5,082 18 
Paupers, 1,199 02 
Fish committee, 5 20 
State aid, 552 00 
Town officers, 1,522 47 


$552 00 


$1,522 47 


— $20,327 51 
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TOWN OF WINCHESTER itn account with MIAL CUSH- 
MAN, Collector. 


1869. Dr. ; 
To amount paid County tax, $1,485 91 
ss of Abatements, 352 57 
33 of dise’t on amounts paid before Oct. 1, 1,264 438 
6s paid Treasurer, 26,726 91 
‘y unpaid taxes, 1,427 29 
$31,257 11 

Cr. 

By amount of tax committed, $31,224 67 
‘¢ interest collected, | 32 44 
$31,257 11 


MIAL CUSHMAN, Oollector. 
WINCHESTER, Fes. 28, 1870. 


VALUATION AND TAXES, 1869. 


Real Estate, , $1,814,926 00 
Personal, 1,176,541 00 


$2,991,467 00 


Number of polls, 655. 
Rate of taxation, $10. on $1,000. 


State Tax, $3,650 00 
County Tax, 1,485 91 
Town ‘* | 25,280 00 
Overlayings, 808 76 


$31,994 67 
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LIST OF NOTES AGAINST THE TOWN 


OF WINCHESTER. 


Thos. D. Quincy, note dated Dec. 38, 1862, 10 
years, due Dec. 3, 1872, 

Wm. O. Edmands, Guardian, note dated June 
19, 1863, 10 years, due June 19, 1873, 

O. R. Clark, Tr., note dated April 1, 1867, 3 
years, due April 1, 1870, 

E. Sanderson, Trustee, note dated Jan. 1, 1868, 
on demand, 

Mrs. N. Symmes, note dated April 1, 1868, 3 
years, due April 1, 1871, 

Mrs. 8. Sanderson, note dated April 11, 1868, 
on demand, 

Asa Fletcher, Guardian, note dated June 27, 
1868, on demand, 

Miss M. Gowen, note dated July 6, 1868, on 
demand, 

Benjamin Dexter, note dated Sept. 19, 1868, 4 
years, due Sept. 19, 1872, 

State of Massachusetts, note dated Nov. 7 1868, 
10 years, due Nov 7, 1878, 

Jos. Walker, note dated Feb. 22, 1869, 5 years, 
due Feb. 22, 1874, 

Mrs. M. Johnson, note dated June 27, 1869, on 
demand, 

_§$. Cutter, note dated Nov. 26, 1869, 3 years, 
due Nov. 26, 1872, 

S. Cutter, note dated Jan. 10, 1870, 5 years, 
due Jan. 10, 1875, 


$3,500 00 
6,300 00 
1,200 00 
2,383 62 
1,850 00 

500 00 
700 00 
1,650 00 
2,500 00 
5,000 00 
1,800 00 
900 00 
3,600 00 


6,000 00 


$37,883 62 


STEPHEN CUTTER, Zreasurer. 
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The following statistics of Births, Marriages, and Deaths, 
in the Town of Winchester, for the year 1869, are as fol- 


lows, viz: 
BIRTHS. 
Whole number of births registered in 1869, 
Males, 
Females, 


NATIVITY OF PARENTS. 
Of American parents, 
‘¢ Foreign 2 
‘¢ American and foreign parents, 


ad 


One pair of twins born in 1869. 


MARRIAGES. 


Whole number of matriages registered in 1869, 
Of males, American born, 
‘¢ females, 6 
‘¢ males, Foreign born, 
‘¢ females ‘° 
Oldest male married, 
ss female ‘° 
Youngest male married, 


- female <‘ 
DEATHS. 
Whole number of deaths registered in 1869, 
pats ss males, 
c< ‘¢ females, 


NATIVITY OF PARENTS. 
Of parents American born, 
dy Foreign, 


80 


80 


80 


26 


48 


48 


48 


MG 


Of number died under 2 years, 


From 2 to 5 
ve mes: 1D 
ewe 20) 
‘- 9—D “6 30 
« 630 ** 40 
‘ce 640 6¢ 5O 
‘50 ** 60 
‘<¢ 660 ** 70 


1 each at 78, 80, 84, 86, 95, 


DISEASE OR CAUSE OF DEATH. 


Consumption, 

Lung Fever, 

Old Age, 
Bronchitis, 
Typhoid Fever, 
Heart Disease, 
Cholera Infantum, 
Congestion of the Lungs, 
Diptheria, 

Kidney, 

Drowned, 
Convulsions, 

Of various diseases, 


Number of dogs licensed for the year, 
Amount received for the same, 


— 48 


bo Hm H Or bdo dw wn 


is) 


bo bo bo 


106 
$221 00 


GEORGE P. BROWN, Zown Clerk. 


WIncuEsTER, February, 1870, 


18 


TOWN OFFICERS, 1869-70. 


Selectmen, Overseers of Poor, 


and Highway Surveyors. 


Samuel W. Twombly, 
John T. Manney, 
John C. Mason. 


Town Clerk. 
Geo. P. Brown. 


Treasurer. 
Stephen Cutter. 


Collector of Taxes. 
Mial Cushman. 


ASS€8807'8. 
J. F. Stone, 
J. C. Stanton, Jr., 
Asa Fletcher. 


Auditors. 
A. Thompson, 3d, 
E. A. Wadleigh, 
W. E. Skillings. 


Constable. 
F. H. Johnson. 


Fish Committee. 
F. Winsor, 
USP: *G@artis} Jr3 
C. E. Sanborn. 


School Committee. 
A. Chapin, 
J. C. Johnson, 
Geo. Cooke. 


Trustees of Town Library. 
A. Chapin, 
F. Winsor, 
D. D. Patten. 


Superintendent of Streets. 
Geo. W. Richardson. 


Engineers Fire Department. 
M. Oliver, 

C. T. Symmes, * 

R. G. Gladstone. 


Weighers. 
O. R. Clark, Jr., 
F. H. Morse. 


Cemetery Conimvittee. 
S. T. Sanborn, Chairman. 
O. R. Clark, Sec. and Treas. 
L. R. Symmes, 
H. K. Stanton, 
Stephen Thompson, 


Surveyors of Lumber. 
F. S. Richardson, 
O. R. Clark, dr: 


Measurers of Wood & Bark. 
Geo. P. Brown, 
C. T. Symmes, 
C. H. Moseley. 


Measureis of Leather. 
A. N. Shepard, 
Warren Johnson, 


C. H. Moseley. 


Sealer of Weights & Measures, 
Geo. P. Brown. 

Undertaker. 
J. D. Sharon. 


Pound IWeeper. 
C. IT. Symmes. 


Fence Viewers. 


Asa Fletcher, 
Dana Fay. 


Police Officers. 


F. H. Johnson, 
M. Oliver, « 
P. Holland. 


Field Drivers. 


J. F. Stone, 
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Heyy. eueot. 
Wm. Adams, 
Jos. Stone, Jr., 
Jas. D. Pratt, 
DoE Pratt: 
B. F. Locke. 


Inspector of Oil. 
Geo. P. Brown. 


~ REPORT OF THE SELECTMEN. 


HIGHWAYS. 


The Selectmen haying been elected Highway Surveyors, 
at their meeting March 24th, appointed George W. Rich- 
ardson to take charge of the same under their direction, at 
a salary of nine hundred dollars a year, and he has acted in 
that capacity. JMr. Richardson has proved himself a good 
road maker. Your Board found the highways in a very 
bad condition, owing to the heavy rains in the Spring. 
Many of the culverts being too small to carry off the water, 
were broken and washed out. Although the appropriation 
for highways was very liberal, we have been obliged to use 
the most of it. Main street, at the top of Black Horse Hill 
(which has been before the town for the last ten years), we 
were instructed to fix this year, and we have done so, at 
an expense of about one thousand dollars. We em- 
ployed Simeon B. Smith, a civil engineer of Boston, to lay 
a glazed drain pipe about three feet under ground, and 
filled up the rest of the ditch with small stones. As far as 
can be judged at the present time, it is going to work well. 
Through the exertions and liberality of some of the citizens 
in that neighorhood, the street has been widened, the trees 
and fences moved, which is an improvement that every 
citizen will be pleased to see; and while we believe in the 
strictest economy in the expenditure of the money, we hope 
the town will always show a liberal spirit in making these 
improvements, where the citizens are so willing to help bear 
the expense. | 

Highland street, laid out by the Selectmen last year, has 
been finished at an expense of about four hundred dollars, 
and is now in » good condition. The new street near Dr. 


Zt 


Bartlett’s, commenced last year, has been finished, at an 
’ . 


additional expense of five hundred and seventy-one dollars. 
(Of this amount three hundred and eighty-five dollars was 
for labor, one hundred and twenty-five for land damage, 
and sixty-one dollars for culverts.) It has been named 
Arlington street. It was late in the Fall before we were 
able to finish this street; but the County Commissioners 
were then notified, and a day was set to come and view it. 
But a snow storm prevented, so they have not yet acted upon 
it. We have no doubt, however, but what they will sarapt 
it in the Spring. 

It will be seen that we have paid Stephen Nichols Rode 
nine hundred dollars, for building and repairing culverts. 
Many of the culverts were not made large enough, and 
have had to be relaid. 

We have spent a considerable sum near the Baptist 
church, and we think it has improved the street there very 
much. Mention is only made of a few of these places 
where a considerable amount has been spent, so that the 
town may see what has been done with its money. 

Our highways will require a considerable outlay for some 


time to come. Your board believe there is no one thing 


that adds so much to the attractiveness of a town, as good 
streets, and that it is of very little use to drop a load of 
gravel here and there, but to take hold of one street and 
fix it properly. 

The streets in the Hill District need a good deal done on 
them, and we hope they will be put in good repair in the 
Spring. Some plan will have to be devised to get rid of the 
water on Washington street, near the house of J. B. Jud- 
kins, Esq., also at the junction of Main and Washington 
streets, Both of these places need looking after, and there 
are other places that will need attention. Two new carts 
will also be needed to take the place of the old ones, (they 
being second-hand when bought,) that are not worth repair- 
ing. They will cost nearly two hundred dollars and are 
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now being built. We do not see how you can get along with 
less than four thousand dollars for the ordinary expenses of 
the highways this year, and should there be anything extra 
to be done, like widening Mt. Vernon street, or making new 
streets, it will require an additional ‘appropriation. Mystic 
avenue has been accepted as a town way; and also the 
street running from Church street near the house of S. T. 
Sanborn, Esq., to Cambridge street, near the house of §. 
W. Twombly, and named Wildwood street. This street 
was laid out by the town eighteen years ago, but has never 
been formally accepted until the present year. The Board 
received a petition from H. K. Stanton and sixty-one others, 
asking them to widen Mt. Vernon street. A report will be 
presented to the town on that subject. 

We would recommend the town to widen Chureh street, 
near the railroad, by taking about twenty-five feet off the 
end of the Common. A plan will be submitted to the town 
on this subject, also. We have received a communication 
from Mr. and Mrs. Partridge, claiming damages from the 
town, for injuries done their estate by the grading of Mys- 
tic avenue and Main street, which will also be presented to 
the town. 

Before leaving this part of our report, we wish to say 
that, in addition to what has been paid from the treasury on 
account of highways, Mr. Richardson has earned two hun- 
dred and forty-three dollars, which have also been ex- 
pended for that purpose. 


GUIDE BOARDS. 
Many of the old guide-boards have been replaced by new 
ones, and are now in a good condition. 


FIRE DEPARTMENT. 
We understand the Fire Department to be in a good con- 
dition. The engine-house will have to be shingled in the 
Spring. And we may say in this connection, that the lock- 


»)) 
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up under the cngine-house needs to undergo a thorough 
repair. It is unfit to put any person into. 


PAUPERISM. 

It will be seen that our pauper expenses are larger than 
last year. This is partly owing to the additional number of 
persons claiming our assistance, and partly to the fact that 
it costs much more to board some of our paupers than 
formerly. This part of our expenses will probably in- 
crease as the town grows older. 


FINANCE. 
The indebtedness of the town is $37,883 62 
Of this amount there will fall due the financial 
year coming : 
To O. R. Clark, Treas. of Cemetery, $1,200 00 
There are also notes payable on demand which 
‘can be paid. 


The Board would recommend that the town raise by tax- 
ation the coming year the following sums : 


Town debt, ‘ $6,000 O00 
For Schools, 8,000 00 
Support of Poor and Incidentals, 6,500 00 
State and County Tax and interest, 5,500 00 
Highways, — 4,000 00 
Cemetery, 800 00 
Fire Department, 800 00 
Library, 300 00 


$31,400 00 


The town debt has been reduced the past year, 227. 58 
Taxes uncollected, 1,427 29 
Cash in Treasurer’s hands, 582 88 


$4,281 75 
Showing that if the taxes had all been paid in as last year, 
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we should have paid four thousand dollars of the town debt, 
and had two hundred and eighty-one dollars and seventy- 
five cents in the treasury. 


We would suggest to the town whether it would not be 
well to elect some person who could attend to the duties of 
Constable and Policeman, and be employed by the town to 
take charge of the street lamps, and the two large school- 
houses, &e. 

In closing this report we would congratulate our fellow- 
citizens on the growth and prosperity of the town, and trust 
that we shall all do what we can to make this town, for 
which nature has done so much, one of the most desirable 
places in which to live. . 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

SAMUEL W. TWOMBLY, | 
JOHN T. MANNEY, {Sante 
JOHN C. MASON, 


REPORT OF THE ENGINEERS 


OF THE 


PIRE DEPARTMENT: 


We, the undersigned, beg leave to make the following 
report. 

The engine and apparatus in the spring of 1869 was in 
good order, except the hose. We found that only about two 
hundred feet could be depended on, and therefore purchased 
two hundred feet of new hose, making four hundred feet of 
the first quality of hose on hand at the present time. 

At the present time we find the engine in need of new 
suction hose, also a new hose carriage and bell. Therefore 
we would ask for an appropriation of $1,000 to defray the 
expenses of the fire department for the ensuing year. 

The fire department has been called out three times dur- 
ing the year. There was also two fires extinguished without 
giving a general alarm. 

We would renew the recommendation which was made 
the last two years for the building of reservoirs in parts of 
the town where water is scarce. 

MATHEW OLIVER, i 
C. T. SYMMES, Engineers. 
R. G. GLADSTONE, § 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE 


OF THE 


PRESERVATION OF FISH, 


The cultivation of shad and alewives has been steadily 
and carefully prosecuted during the past year, and has been 
crowned with a reasonable amount of success. ; 

Owing to the earnest and generous co-operation of our 
townsman, Mr. Brackett, who has been appointed one of 
the State Commissioners for the cultivation of fish, and who 
has been indefatigable in his efforts to carry out the policy 
of the State in this regard, great quantities of shad spawn 
have been brought from the State establishment at North 
Andover, and put into the hatching-boxes provided by the — 
Commissioners for the town of Winchester. It was stated 
in the last report of your Committee, that they expected to 
be able to procure a million of shad spawn for the waters of 
Winchester, during the summer of 1869. We actually 
transferred to our hatching boxes, upwards of eleven hun- 
dred thousand, four-fifths of which were happily hatched 
and landed into the stream. Great numbers of these were 
observed later in the season going over the dam across 
Mystic Pond, towards the sea. It is the intention of your 
Committee to procure and hatch an equal number during 
the season. 

After many unsuccessful experiments, a form of fish-way, 
known as the Foster fish-ladder, has been adopted at the 
(lam above mentioned. This has proved an entire success, 
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and the Commissioners have caused two of that pattern to 
be constructed, of different dimensions, the expense of 
which has been defrayed partly by the City of Charlestown, 
and in part by the State of Massachusetts. 

Having accomplished this success at the Medford dam, it 
remains to provide a proper and sufficient fish-way at the 
dam in our town, under Main street; and your Committee 
are compelled to state that the means now provided for the 
passage of shad to the upper waters are not sufficient at this 
point. 

The Committee take this opportunity to express their 
acknowledgment of the efficient services rendered by Mr. 
John Rogers, in his co-operation in the transportation and 
hatching of shad spawn. 

The town appropriated fifty dollars at its last annual 
meeting to carry out the objects for which this Committee 
was appointed ; the Committee have drawn only five dollars 
and twenty cents of this sum. But some three dollars are 
still due for printing. 

Your Committee ask for an appropriation of sixty dollars 
for the current year’s expenses, as they do not expect to be 
able to procure as much gratuitous service as was rendered 
during the past season. 

CHAS. P. CURTIS, 
FREDERICK. WINSOR, 
CHAS. E. SANBORN. 


TENTH ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


TRUSTEES OF THE TOWN LIBRARY. 


The Trustees of the Town Library present the following 


report of its finances and condition. 


Dr. 
To Town appropriation, $3950 OO 
‘¢ Fines and sale of catalogues, 24 32 
«¢ Sale of duplicate books, 14 25 

Cr. 

For Rearranging, covering, labelling 

and catalogueing books, $36 75 
‘* Rent, | 75 00 
‘* Librarian, 31 80 
‘* Printing catalogues and labels, 7615 
‘¢ Shelves and repairs, 20 00 
‘© Fuel and sawing, 6 00 
‘¢ Binding, 16 65 
‘¢ Incidentals, 2 45 
‘¢ Books and periodicals, 118 08 


Balance due from the treasury, 
Appropriations needed for 1870, 


$388 57 


$382 88 
5 69 
$350 00 


u 
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CONDITION OF THE LIBRARY. 


Whole number of volumes, 2,010 
Number taken out, 4,753 
Number of volumes missing, 16 
Number who have taken out, 346 


The Library is now in good condition. It was stated a 
year ago, that it had become necessary to rearrange and 
recatalogue the Library. This has been done, and has re- 
quired such an outlay as to leave less than usual for the 
purchase of books; so that after culling out duplicates and 
useless books, there are fewer volumes remaining in the 
Library than were reported last year. Such an outlay will 
not be likely to be needed again, under ordinary circum- 
stances, for five years. The Library. was kept closed, 
unusually long, in the early part of the year by neglect of 
the binder, and afterwards of the printer, which diminished 
sensibly the number of volumes taken out. 

Objection has been made, that the Library-room is not 
sufficiently lighted and that seats are not provided for in- 
dividuals, while waiting. In reply, we would say, the 
Library-room is not a reading-room, as we wish it might be. 
Individuals wishing specially to consult the Library, will be 
accommodated behind the railing; but persons wishing to 
take out books are required by the rules, to be provided 
with a catalogue, to mark the number sought on their card ; 
invariably to present the card on taking out or returning 
books, and to retire immediately on being supplied. If the 
rules are properly observed, no one need be much incon- 
venienced. | 

The works of fiction are sometimes objected to by indi- 
viduals. We think that they sometimes accomplish a good 
work in forming reading habits and in diverting the time 
from more objectionable occupancy. They may some of 
them be light and trivial. We design that none shall be 
immoral. We will thank the readers to inform us whenever 
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they discover any book to be unsuitable for the Library, 
on aceount of its immoral sentiment. It is impossible for 
the Trustees to examine thoroughly, all the books added. 
We also again ask suggestions in regard to works desired 
for the Library. 

It is the belief of the Trustees, that no appropriation by 
the town, for educational purposes, tells better in its influ- 
ence than that bestowed on the Town Library. It has 
become, and is doubtless so regarded, one of our indispen- 
sable institutions. In the words of a neighboring library 
report, ‘‘It does not, to be sure, educate primarily, or 
perhaps systematically ; but it stimulates mental activity, 
refines the character, gives breadth to view, and in many 
unnoticed but sure ways, influences the formation of cor- 
rect tastes, and adds to the pleasure and usefulness of all 
who seek its treasures.” We have only to look for our- 
selves over the community, to know how vastly beneficial 
and elevating is such ample provision for mental food ; how 
influential for good, to thus relieve the leisure and ennui 
of a community—especially the younger portion—by di- 
verting the mind and time, and occupying them with 
elevating pursuits, imparting thus intelligence and sound 
moral culture. The value of such influences is far above 
rubies. 

The year has passed with none of those manifestations of 
interest and liberality, which have characterized some former 
years. The Library shelves are not yet filled, and it is to 
be hoped that the public spirit and generosity manifested 
by individuals in the past, will be imitated and repeated in 
the future. We wish for more denominational works, for 
which the Library is dependent on individual liberality. 
Sets-of the Baptist and Orthodox publications, alongside 
of those presented by our Universalist and Unitarian citi- 
izens, would constitute a highly desirable addition, making 
our collection more complete and valuable for reference. 
Attention is directed to this again, in consequence of its 
inherent and special importance. 
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Mr. Patten’s term of service having expired, it is neces- 
sary to reelect him or choose a substitute. We desire here 
to repeat the request, that the same appropriation as last 
year, $350, may be made for the year to come. 

Respectfully submitted by your Trustees. 

A.. CHAPIN, 


F. WINSOR, 
D. D. PATTEN. 
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TWENTIETH ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 


TOWN OF WINCHESTER. 


MARCH, 1870. 


Freviitow Cririzens :—In presenting this, our annual report, 
we desire to bespeak for it your attentive perusal. This 
request may seem, and should be unnecessary. An institu- 
tion so important as our Public Schools, and involving an 
outlay of so much money, should be thoroughly understood, 
—by every tax-payer at least. But when we hear one of 
our leading citizens, one who sends children to at least two 
of the schools, say, ‘*1 know nothing about the school 
system in town:” and when we hear others, who are never 
seen near our schools, criticising their order and manage- 
ment disparagingly, we feel, that in some way, the proper 
information should be obtained. We do not repudiate 
criticism. The more the better, if it be candid and intelli- 
gent; and we feel a pleasure in shearing our school affairs 
earnestly canvassed, when it is done without captiousness. 
We have evidence therein that the schools are not regarded 
indifferently ; and we have also an opportunity to explain, 
and when necessary, to defend our position. And further, 
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we are ever grateful and most sincerely thankful for any sug- 
gestions or information, which may aid us in our work. 
Such have sometimes been of essential benefit to us and to 
the schools. That our relations may be based on the 
clearest and most intelligent understanding, we again 
request you to read this. 


A GLANCE AT THE PAST. 

It is now twenty years, two decades, since Winchester 
was set off and organized into a town. The present then, 
is a time to look back to our beginning and trace our edu- 
‘ational history—its commencement, its progress and its 
results—and by comparison of our earliest days with the 
present, to gather lessons which may aid us in the future. 
It will, too, be both interesting and instructive, and per- 
haps amusing, to see by how slow gradations’ we have 
advanced from our cautious early policy, to our present 
more liberal and munificent appropriations. 

When Winchester first started as a town, in 1850, it had 
only « little more than 1,300 population, 250 voters and 
202 children, between the ages of five and fifteen. The 
valuation was $649,346. Under the then existing laws of 
the State, no town with less than four thousand inhabitants 
was required to sustain a High School. Our citizens, 
regardless of statute obligations, became a law unto them- 
selves. With an earnest regard for the present, and a due 
foresight to the best interests of the future, they established 
a school system as full and perfect in all its parts as was 
required of our largest and wealthiest towns. In the first 
school report, for 1850 and 1851, the Committee say, ** We 
wre ready to challenge the history of Massachusetts, to 
produce an instance, in which out of material so entirely 
‘without form and void,’ asystem of schools, so symmetrical 
and complete, has been raised and put in motion in no short 
atime. You have begun well. Your past history, turned 
round, becomes a prophecy of future good. We believe 
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you will go on perfecting the system, which you have wisely 
commenced.” 
In March, 1852, just after the Spring town-mecting, and 


when the town was two years old, the following appeared 


in the Woburn Journal: ‘*When we were set off and 
organized into a town, we authorized our School Committee 
to devise liberal things, and we sustained them in their 
plans. We adopted a school system, similar to those in 


vogue in the cities and larger towns of our State. We 


haye Primary schools scattered through the town, taught 
by females, and in the centre a Grammar and a High School, 
managed by men. For their accommodation, we have 
already erected five school-houses, in the construction of 
which and for the land on which they stand, about $7,000 
have been expended. Another school-house is needed and 
will doubtless soon be built, at a cost of $1,000 or $1,200, 
then we shall be fully and admirably equipped. 

‘¢ Our first appropriation for the wages of teachers, and 
for incidentals, in 1850, was $1,500. We had then 185 
children in attendance, and the amount raised was $8.10 to 
the scholar, which according to the graduated table of the 
Secretary of the Board of Education, placed us Wo. 45 
among the towns of the State. The last year, 1851, the 
appropriation was raised to $2,000 for our schools, and we 
had 216 scholars, giving $9.25 to each, placing us still 
higher on the table, with only Brookline above us. ‘This 
year, 1852, we have voted $2,500, and have as we suppose 
about 225 scholars, thus averaging $11.11 to the scholar, 
and unless other towns have risen in their appropriations, 
placing us at the very head. In regard to the character of 
our schools, they are all good. Our High School we greatly 
yalue. Our children, those who are qualified, can there 
receive free instruction in all the branches usually taught 
in the best academies. Without going from home, they can 
acquire all that is needful for the ordinary purposes of 
life. The examination of the school has just taken place— 
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lasting all day—the classes all acquitting themselves well. A 
class in Greek appeared finely in a recitation in Homer’s 
Tliad. Thirteen males and seventeen females, thirty in all, 
have studied the classics the past term.” 

The foundation in starting, having been laid thus broad 
-and deep, the superstructure has, we think, gone on in har- 
monious proportion. As our town has inereased in num- 
bers and in wealth, so have we increased our school-houses 
in numbers and in elegance. Our appropriations have 
increased, for teachers’ wages and incidentals, from $1,500 
the first year, to $7411.89 the past year, making a per- 
centage on the taxable property of the town of $2. 31 on 
the $1,000 for 1850, against $3 for the present time. Also 
$8.10 per scholar then ; $15.17 per scholar now. ‘The 
number of children has inereased from 202 to 556. Our 
relative position among the towns of the State has declined 
from No. 5 to No. 16 on the Secretary’s table for 1868-9. 
Since the organization of the town, it has expended 
$134,479.46 for schools and school-houses. While we have 
done so much, our fall in relative position shows that many 
towns have gone ahead of us. This should diminish our 
self-complacency, and urge us on to any further needed 
efforts. Educational matters are increasing in interest and 
in magnitude, throughout the State and indeed throughout 
the country, and we shall not be willing to fall behind. 

We raise much more school money now than we ‘did 
twenty years ago, when we were considered as doing so 
liberally. But what of that; we have more inhabitants and 
more taxable property than then; and moreover, it is 
probable that the annual business income of our citizens 
is more than fourfold the amount at that time. We started 
with a salary of $600 a year, for our High School teacher, 
and gave less than $200 to our female teachers. The 
wages for the times, were as large as we now pay. And 
further, it costs more now to become fitted for teaching than 
then. Teaching is becoming more and more an established 
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profession, and one who prepares suitably and makes it a 
business for life, is likely to be more eflicient, is worth 
more and is entitled to a just and adequate support. Fur- 
thermore, we do no more now, relatively, for our schools 
than we do for the fire department, for the roads and for 
incidentals generally. While all will deprecate waste and 
prodigality in the public expenditure, men of liberal views 
and public spirit will despise a parsimonious and sordid 
policy in any of our interests. We believe that the in- 
crease and prosperity of our town, by the moving in of 
new families, is largely due to the liberal provision made 
for our schools; for a question almost invariably asked by 
those who think of making their residence here, is, ‘‘ Have 
you good schools?” ‘The matter is influential too, in a 
broader sense, than is generally supposed. The cnéelligence, 
public spirit and liberality of a community, is estimated more 
largely by the amount expended Jor schools, we believe, than 
by all other appropriations put together. 

But it will be asked, have our schools kept pace with the 
increased attention and expense bestowed on them? We 
think they have. The chairman of the present Board was 
a member of the School Committee, in 1852, and he con- 
siders that the improvement is quite manifest and has kept 
pace with the advancing times. The teachers are better 
educated, are more earnest in qualifying themselves for their 
work, in seeking new and improved methods, and hence are 
better. The teachers of twenty years ago, would fail to 
earry on our schools as now conducted. The modes of 
instruction have been improved; the school books are im- 
proved; the school-houses are better; and inferentially we 
may say, the school interests must have advanced. Opin- 
ions will vary in regard to the very radical change made in 
the study of the classics. Formerly they were studied 
throughout the whole course, in our High School, and to 
such an extent as to tell appreciably in their influence. The 
knowledge obtained, under our present system, is more 
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general, is accordant with the popular demand; _ but 
whether the mind is as well disciplined, and the reasoning 


and reflective powers as well educated, people are not. 


agreed. Our belief is that the more practical the branches 
taught, the better for the ordinary purposes of life, pro- 
vided their disciplinary influences are as good. 


SCHOOL HOUSES. 

The Selectmen’s report shows how much has been ex- 
pended the past year for repairs; and the work needed is 
not yet finished. The school houses are, many of them, 
eighteen years old, and have come to that period when 
special and extensive repairs are indispensable. Three 
have been shingled. Others need painting, new floors and 
the repair-of fences. An outlay of probably $400 will be 
requisite for the purpose. 

A rapid increase of scholars is going on in the. Rumford 
District. The school is already full to overflowing, and 
speedy arrangements must be made for increased accommo- 
dations. The School Committee therefore recommend, that 
the Selectmen be instructed to, at once, secure the lot 
immediately adjoining on the south, provided it can be 
purchased at a reasonable price. The lot seems indispensa- 
ble to enlarge the play ground accommodations, necessary 
for two schools. It is also recommended, that a committee 
be appointed to report ata future town meeting, on the need 
of a larger school-house in the Rumford district, and the 
probable cost of such a building as may be needed. 


THE SCHOOLS. 


Except in the matter of teachers, little change has taken 
place in our schools the past year. The same schoul books, 
the same course of study, and the same general plan have 
been continued. We think, that at no time, have they as a 
whole, been in a more satisfactory condition. While a 
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feeling of confidence, of content and general satisfaction 
largely predominate, the teaching has been competent and 
thorough. 

Musical instruments have been placed in all the school- 
houses, and singing has been taught in all the schools. It 
is intended hereafter, to give it the same prominence as the 
other branches. As in reading, so in music the children 
are taught the alphabet or first elements. They are to 
understand all the letters and notes, and other characters of 
the staff, and are to be drilled till they can read by note 
any tune placed before them. Their progress then is easy 
and rapid, and it is expected that all who leave our schools, 
both boys and girls, will have made good attainments, in 
the elements of music. It is already telling in its influence 
on the scholars, and a little time will make its effects still 
more manifest. Singing capacity is taken prominently into 
view in the appointment of teachers. Hitherto, the musical 
instruction in the schools, has been attended with no addi- 
tional charge. Hereafter, it will be just that it should be 


paid for. 


A valuable set of philosophic apparatus has been pur- 
chased for the High School. It was much needed. Globes 
have been placed in all the schools, and additional maps 
are needed. 

The Hill School closed its Spring term with only jive 
scholars. The number was too small for its own good, and 
it was discontinued. The children have since attended the 
Wyman school; and we think are compensated for the 
increased distance by the increased advantages furnished. 
The stimulus produced by mental competition with so large 
a number of scholars, is telling most perceptibly for their 
benefit by increasing their interest and ambition. It is 
not easy to see how they can be willing to return again to 
their past isolation, and to the condition of dullness in- 
separable from so small a number. 


8 


TEACHERS. 


Of the teachers in charge of your schools, we can say 
as was said in the school report a year ago, ‘* We are 
so well satisfied, that we have no sufficient reason for desir- 
ing any present change.” They are all earnest, faithful and 
anxious to succeed, and consequently do _ succeed. 
If some fall short of others in ability and _ efficiency, 
it is not for lack of diligence and effort. All are 
greatly affected by the countenance and _ co-operation 
given them by the parents. If the parents frown and speak 
disparagingly before their children, their influence is im- 
paired. If they are commended and upheld by the parents, 
the good effects will be seen in the increased confidence and 
improvement of the scholars. Some of the schools have 
been specially favored and benefitted by the frequent visits 
and kindly manifestations of the parents. | 

Teachers like others need to be taught, and none are more 
conscious than they of this fact. We do not, however, 
deem it necessary or proper to spread before the community 
their shortcomings. We take what we consider a more 
suitable and effective course. We meet them once a month, | 
when we discuss freely and pleasantly practical matters 
connected with the government and instruction of the 
schools—correcting, advising and adopting as circumstances 
seem to require. We seek in all things to make the inter- 
ests of the teachers and of the schools our own interests, 
and we are sure that such a course is most effective for the 
good of the schools. 

Our teachers are, and should be so considered, public 
benefactors. The good accomplished by them cannot be 
computed in dollars and cents: and after paying them for 
their services, the public still owes them a debt of gratitude. 
We have raised their salaries somewhat: not however so 
much as the times and circumstances demand. | 

Miss N. P. Dodge, after teaching in town fourteen years, - 


ten of them as assistant in the High School, left amid the 
general regret of all our community. Her reputation as a 
teacher of the first grade, had become known elsewhere, 
and she had had repeated applications to leave. We believe 
that the policy pursued, in raising her salary to an amount 
sufficient to keep her, was a wise one. She thereby received 
a just equivalent: the town also gained largely. Miss Ama 
Ward, of Amherst, has tilled the vacancy made by Miss 
Dodge’s resignation, for the past two terms, and we are 
happy to say successfully. She came well recommended 
for capacity and experience, and does not disappoint. 

Miss A. E. Buxton, after seven years of successful teach- 
ing in town—three of them as assistant in the Grammar 
school—has resigned her situation. She has developed 
superior teaching qualities, has secured fully the confidence 
of her pupils, of their parents and of the Committee. We 
all regret our loss, but follow her with our best wishes for 
her future. Miss L. E. Marston, the very acceptable 
teacher of the Mystic school, is appointed to succeed her. 

Miss M. L. Longfellow, who taught the Mystic school for 
several terms, evincing great thoroughness in instruction 
and discipline, received a call to a school in Hyde Park, 
with an offer of a much larger salary than we could pay 
her, and left. 

Miss Helen Porter, teacher of the Intermediate school, 
found it necessary, a few weeks ago, to resign, in conse- 
quence of failing health. The necessity was much regretted, 
for she had managed the school with much ability and 
success. It would be gratifying, could her health be re- 
stored, and she be able to return. Miss D. M. Taylor was 
changed from the Adam’s Primary school, which she has 
taught for several years with full acceptance, to take Miss 
Porter's place. Miss 5. R. Wells, late a teacher of the 
Hill School, succeeds Miss Taylor, and is doing well. 

Did circumstances justify, we could speak in the same 
terms of other teachers among us, who are faithful and 
competent, and have our approval. 
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In the division of the labors of your Committee, the 
duties of Prudential Committee have devolved upon Prof. 
Johnson, who reports as follows : 


PRUDENTIAL COMMITTEE. 


Sharing with ny associates the oversight of instruction in 
the schools, my other duties have suggested matters which 
it may be useful to embody in this report. 

A brief detail of the duties of Prudential Committeeman 
may give useful information to many of the citizens, and 
possibly suggest improved methods of caring for our 
school-houses and grounds. 

When he is installed in his oftice, demands flow in upon 
him as follows: A. needs a new lock upon a door; the 
locksmith must be followed through a labyrinth of engage- 
ments and excuses, till he is run down and captured for the 
purpose. B. requires a new broom, C. a door mat, D. a 
new grate for the stove, E.’s bell is broken, or lost, F. 
wants a bottle of ink, G.’s windows are broken,—a glazier 
to be run down. H. has trouble withthe furnace—the coal 
is out—kindlings must be obtained. Messages of leaking 
roofs, walks washed, or intercepted by pools of standing 
water—shingles, carpenters, laborers must be gathered to 
the rescue as best they may. The sawing of wood, the 
removal of ashes, the washing of school rooms, the cutting 
of grass, repairs of the walks, the perpetual difficulties 
pertaining to the outbuildings, the maintainance of the 
fences, the paint needed here, the ‘* whitening” or 
‘¢ whitewashing” there, the repairing or recoating of black- 
boards, a new floor in this school room, a new door in that ; 
plastering required in one house, additional desks in two 
or three of them—chairs, settees to be added, or to be 
repaired, reference books for the teacher’s desk, school 
cards to be supplied, perhaps prepared for the press. 
Buckets, dippers, rules, erasers, charts, mats, books for the 
poor, &e., &e. 
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To do all that is required in this department of com- 
mittee’s duties, promptly and efficiently, demands activity, 
at least, as well as some tact, and plenty of time. And if 
the ‘* Prudential” is not a man of leisure, if his livelihood 
depends upon his diligence in his own business, it imposes 
a task that may be readily appreciated. 

I am therefore influenced to inquire if it might not be 
advisable for the town to designate an officer, who should 
stand related to the School Committee much as the surveyor 
does to the Selectmen—a man competent to effect all small 
repairs with his own hands, who shall make weekly 
inspections of the school-houses and grounds, watch the 
interests of this portion of the Town’s p:operty, and keep it 
in good condition, attend to the procuring of fuel and 
ordinary supplies, the cleaning of school premises, the 
preservation of fences, walks, roofs, &c. Such a man with 
his hammer, ax, (wood-saw possibly), spade, shovel, 
scythe, paint-pot and glazier’s tools, screw driver, and other 
small tools, subject to call as occasion requires, would be a 
great convenience to schools and school committees, and 
probably would not increase much, possibly not at all, the 
present cost of these matters to the town. 

The present Prudential Committee-man has held his office 
for two years. With valuable aid from his predecessor, he 
has succeeded in keeping the school-houses and apparatus in 
a reasonably good condition. Accustomed to economy, he 
has looked carefully at every dollar before spending it. 
When repairs have been ordered, he has aimed at thorough- 
ness in the work, so that re-repairing might not be required 
the next year. Nothing has been undertaken which was 
not imperatively required. Indeed, a dread of expense has 
caused him to defer much now required. 


OUR SCHOOL-HOUSES AS THEY ARE. 


Our houses for the primary schools are quite uniform in 
construction, about 30 by 40 feet, with cupola and neat 
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exterior. ‘The doors open to vestibules, which are furnished 
with mats and hooks for clothing, well arranged. ‘The 
proportions and general aspect of the school rooms, the 
desks, the black-boards, and the tint of walls and ceilings, 
are of modern and approved character. The furniture of 
these rooms is useful and convenient to the extent of its 
supply. <A clock, chairs and settees,a few maps and charts, 
a small globe (lately purchased), a melodeon, (also lately 
introduced, ) compose the furniture of each of these rooms. 
And in some of these, a few pictures have been contributed 
to grace the walls. The warming apparatus is generally 
suitable and effective, and by good care and skill upon the 
part of teachers, in the letting down of windows at proper 
intervals, the rooms are ventilated more or less perfectly. 
While our children pass nearly one half of their waking 
hours in these school rooms, it will gain the assent probably 
of all parents, that these rooms should be rendered as 
comfortable and attractive as possible. The school room 
is a home for children during several years, years of culture 
and development, which gather with them cares, anxieties, 
cautions, considerations of health, morality, propriety and 
taste, quite as important as those which belong to the 
domestic home. The same considerations which require 
mattings upon the floors of the one house, would seem to 
require them in the other. If the walls in the one house 
are studiously rendered instructive and genial to the eye: 
and heart, why should they not be in the other? The 
bracket and vase of flowers are as useful and appropriate in 
this as in that sitting-room. The engraving which pre- 
serves what is precious in history, or biography, or gives 
sweet expression to influential facts in nature or art, is as 
appropriate in the one dwelling as the other. Flowers in 
sunny windows are as cheering, and refreshing in the one 
house as the other. And as we all know, the education, 
both of mind and character, comes unconsciously from our 
surroundings, with a force that no precepts, or lessons for 
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recitation can augment or resist. Should not, therefore, 
these surroundings be studied as earnestly and as hopefully, 


in our school arrangements, as the parent does those of his 


own dwelling, and of his social relations, as the curriculum 
of school books, and theories of instruction in Arithmetic 
Geography and Grammar? All the appointments of the 
school room, and the tokens of culture in the approaches 
even to the school-houses, should excite the respect of the 
pupil. Nocheck upon ungracious rudeness is so influential 
or effective as this. Parents can aid much in the attain- 
ment of the ends here indicated, by contributing, according 
to their means, and their appreciation of the matter, pictures, 
statuettes, vases, and whatever appropriate ornaments may 
render the school room attractive—animating to the pupil. 
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COURSE OF STUDY 


TO BE FOLLOWED IN THE PRIMARY CLASSES OF THE 
WINCHESTER .SCHOOLS. 


FIRST YEAR. 
Learn the Letters and their Powers. Read through Hil- 
lard’s First Primary Reader. Spell twenty-five pages in 
Worcester’s Primary Speller—both phonically and in the 
usual method. Learnthe Arabic and Roman numerals, and 
to add numbers, the sum of which does not exceed fifty. 
Practice printing and drawing on the slate, and singing 
daily. 


SECOND YEAR. 
Continue spelling (in both ways) and printing. Read 
through Hillard’s Second Primary Reader. Learn to add 
and subtract well ‘‘in the head.” Continue Singing. 


THIRD YEAR. 


Learn to spell and analyze any words. Finish Hillard’s 
Third Primary Reader. Become familiar with Addition, 
Subtraction, Multiplication, Division, and their Tables. 
Write a plain ‘‘hand” on the slate. Begin Warren’s Small 
Geography. Continue Singing. 
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COURSE OF STUDY 
FOR THE INTERMEDIATE SCHOOLS AND CLASSES. 


ao" FIRST YEAR. 
Arithmetic (oral), Colburn’s to Sect. VII. 


i (writen). Add and subtract without book. 
Geography—‘‘Our World,” with very simple map draw- 


ing. 
Sete oral and written exercises, from dictation and | 
otherwise. . 
Child’s Book of Nature. Part I. (constantly referring to 
nature). 
Spelling—in Reader and Worcester’s Speller. 
Reading. Hillard’s Fourth. 
Singing. Writing (without ink). Drawing. 
~ Poetry learned and Descriptions written once a week. 


SECOND YEAR. 


Arithmetic (oral), Colburn’s through Sect. X. 
s§ (written). Multiplication and Short Division. 
together with statements of the processes in Colburn’s. 
_ Geography—‘‘Our World” and map drawing. 
Language—as in previous year. 
Child’s Book of Nature. Part II. (natural objects as 
before). 
Reading. Hillard’s Intermediate. 
Spelling — asin previous year. ¢ 
Singing. Writing. Drawing. — 
Poetry and Descriptions as before. 
Physical Exercises throughout course. 


THIRD YEAR. 


Arithmetic. Long Division. 

Fractions, as far as Miscellaneous Examples. Colburn’s 
Mental, from Sect. X. Frequent exercises in ready 
reckoning. , 

Geography (Warren’s large), to United States. Map 
drawing. 

English language — practical lessons in writing correctly. 

Reading. Intermediate Reader. Spelling, defining and 
explaining, etc. Vocal exercises and phonics. Oral lessons 
(details given to teachers). 
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COURSE OF STUDY 
FOR THE GRAMMAR SCHOOL. 
FIRST YEAR. 

Arithmetic (Analysis). Fractions, etc. Mental exer- 
cises. Ready Reckoning. Combination of numbers. 

Geography. Through South America. Map drawing. 

Language, as before. Systematic course of simple 
composition. 

Reading — Fifth Reader. 

History United States to Revolution. Oral lessons. 


SECOND YEAR. 

Arithmetic. Continued — constant mental. 

Geography. Finished. 

Language. Grammatical definitions continued and ap- 
plied. Declensions and conjugations. 

Reading — various, at sight. Books from home, ete. 

Writing. Letters, etc. 

History United States to Constitution and review. Oral 
Instruction. 


THIRD YEAR. 

Arithmetic. Finished. Much ready reckoning and 
combinations. 

Geography — Guyot’s Physical. Maps. 

Language — continued as before. 

History United States. Finished, and reading upon — 
important points. 

Reading—various. Passages illustrative of History, 
Books of Travels. Lessons not studied, but read in turn, 
at sight. 

Writing. Applied to book-keeping. 

Natural Philosophy—with experiments and illustrations. 

Oral Instruction. Compositions, Poetry, Drawing, 
Singing, Physical exercises, Morals and Manners, to be 
attended to constantly throughout the course. 

Special preparation made by teachers for oral instrnetion, 
which should be very systematic and thorough, and should 
be constantly reproduced in writing by the pupils. 


yy: 
COURSE OF STUDY 
FOR THE HIGH SCHOOL. 


FIRST YEAR. 


Physical Geography—1 term. 

Algebra—2 terms. 

Latin (throughout year). 

Worecester’s History (throughout year), 3 times a week. 
English Grammar (throughout year), 2 times a week. 


SECOND YEAR. 

Latin (elective). 

Geometry—1st and 2d terms. 

Botany—3d term. 

Physiology—1st term. 

Natural Philosophy—2d and 3d terms. 

History. Worcester’s Modern, with lessons from larger 
histories—3 times a week. 

Natural History. 

THIRD YEAR. 

Astronomy. 

‘French. 

Geology—1 term. 

Chemistry—2 terms. 

Constitution United States—1 term. 

Mental Philosophy—2 terms. 

Arithmetic—reviewed. 

Reading. ist year, Sixth Reader; 2d year, English 
Literature ; 3d year, History. 

Oral Lessons in Rhetoric, connected with Reading. 

Writing, Spelling, Defining and Drawing throughout the 
course. 

Practical exercises in Composition, i. e., abstracts of 
studies, descriptions, journeys, etc., avoiding abstract sub- 
jects. 

Declamations, and recitations of poetry, Vocal Gymnastics, 


and Singing. 
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APPROPRIATIONS FOR 1870-71. 


The expenditures for the year to come must necessarily 
be as great as the year past. For teachers’ wages, fuel, 
care of school-houses, incidentals and repairs, there will be 
needed the sum of $9,000. 

Mr. Johnson’s time having expired, it will be necessary 
re-elect him or choose a substitute. 


CHILDREN’S ROLL OF HONOR. 
_ WASHINGTON SCHOOL. 
Not absent or tardy for the year---Luther Holton. 


RUMFORD. 

Not absent or tardy for the year---George H. Challis, John 

Challis. 
WYMAN. 

Not absent, tardy twice during the year.---Charley Purring- 
ton. 

Absent, half a day.---Walter S. Purrington. 

MYSTIC. . 

Neither absent nor tardy for the year---Arthur Baker. 

Absent one-half day---James Harrigan. 

Absent two days---Frank Wadleigh. 

GIFFORD PRIMARY. | 
Not absent or tardy for the year---Addie Greeley. 
GIFFORD INTERMEDIATE. 
Neither absent nor tardy for the year—Flora Quimby. 
Absent one-half doy—Charlie Symmes. 
GRAMMAR SCHOOL. 

Not absent or tardy for the year—Minnie E. Symmes, 
Minnie B. Joy, J. Herbert Dwinell, Mattie Sanderson, 
Clara A. Pratt, Anna E. Symmes, Lillie M. Richardson, 


Abbie Dunham, Henry Johnson, Geo. Thyng, Fred. Whit- 
ney, Newton Knapp, Fred. Batchelder. 
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Tardy once—James Lawrence. 

Absent one-half day—Eddie Robinson, Frank Wellington. 

Absent one day—Hattie Wellington, Julia Challis, Sarah 
Challis, Kate Sharon, Minnie Elliott. 


HIGH SCHOOL, 

Neither absent nor tardy for six years, before graduating 
last summer—Miss E. Dunbar. 

Not absent or tardy during the past nine years—Miss E. 
E. Holton. é' 

Not absent or tardy thus far during High School course— 
Misses E. J. Quimby, C. B. Symmes, of the first class. 

Neither absent or tardy during the year—Misses M. B. 
Holt, E. C. Long, H. R. Buxton, E. M. Bell, A. F. Long, 
S. C. Richardson. Masters A. Woods, A. Fletcher, F. H. 
Elliot, F. M. White. The latter has not failed for more 
then four years. 

Absent once, tardy once—Miss A. M. Whitney, Master J. 
F. Holland. 

Many have failed on account of sickness, who have never 
failed before,and the epidemic the past term—the mumps— 
has diminished the average attendance in all of the schools. 
The Registers of the High and Grammar Schools maintain 
their reputation for excellence. We think that few can be 
found, anywhere, surpassing them. 


_ CLASS GRADUATED 1869. 


Masters H. C. Blood. E. H. Stone. Misses G. D. 
Holton, F. H. Manney, L. E. Draper, E. C. Wheeler, E. 
E. Dunbar, A. M. Quimby, M. E. Todd, C. 8. Heath, E. 
W. Nichols. The class was, we believe, as large as any 
which has yet graduated from the High School. The 
present first class is much smaller, owing to the number 
who have left since entering the school. Thus every class 
is diminished, more or less, and our population must 
increase largely before the number of scholars in the school 
will be such as to secure large graduating classes. The 
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proportion of scholars finishing the full course in our High 
School has been larger than in some of the neighboring 
towns. Where such facilities for free education are 
furnished, it would seem natural that they should be more 
generally used to the end of the full term. 
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SCHOOL TABLE. 


: a ATTENDANCE. Py 
m = 3 
"Oa AE ranomacgiig wpaapantabas es SCT, Ll ~ 
SCHOOLS 8) § |isrTerm.| 2p TERM.| 3p TERM.| 7 
by nf = Re Se aed 
AND a o — ; 
; & a o o o So 16 |'O 
TEACHERS. were vate: Pers Pape & |cls 
Pe Pee ike Fite e siz 
=e 0 ee a qq (5/5 
| | | | ef | | | 
High S Raedees cones 36 | 32.55 | 33 | 30.69 | 34} 32.80 | 32.01 |32 
eae ah Petia s. {10 $150 00 
Nancy P. Dodge....... 5 70 00 
Ama Ward..... shesees| O 65 00 
Grmmar School.......+0. 75 | 71.10 | 98 | 92.40 | 99 | 87.70 | 82.73 l16 
Jacob O. Sanborn.....|10 | 140 00 
Abbie E. Buxton....../10 40 00 
Gifford Intermediate..... 40 | 33.15 | 35 | 33.18 | 37 | 31.85 | 32.56 
Abby F. Johnson......| 9 36 00 
Gifford Primary........ 60 | 44.53 | 52 | 42.28 | 50] 41.19 | 42.66 3 
Helen A. Pressey...... 1 36 00 
Mary A. Wailleigh .... 7% | 30 32 
DIMGEAE em ciev bans scccs. ae 51 | 41.50 | 44] 34.45 | 36) 29.50 | 35.15 
ary L. Lonefellow.. -| 33 | 44 64 
Lizzie E. Marston......| 55 | 36 00 
ee  e e 41 31.90 40 35.58 44 36.34 34.60 
Ellen A.Swan........| 9 36 00 
a = 10 7.86 7.86 
Sarah R. Wells........| 34 | 22 20 
yc ede hee : 57 | 49.63 | 51 | 47.40 | 58 | 47.72 | 48.25 | 1 
Georgia V. "Senter. 9 36 00 
Washington, ...ccrcccece 36 | 25.70 | 30] 24.13 | 36} 30.60 | 26.81 
Sophia A. Holmes.....} 9 36 00 
Adams Intermediate..... 30 | 22.82 | 35 | 29.78 | 35 | 27.74 | 26.78 
Helen W. Porter......| 64 | 36 00 
A. Bruce.....-..|1-5 25 00 
Oe PR VIOT sre ss 13 36 00 
Adams Primary .....+++. 46 | 34.31 | 49 | 39.53 | 46 | 33.65 | 36.99 
Dollie M. Taylor....... 7k | 36.00 
Sarah R. Wells........| 1§ | 28 00 


482. 395.55 (475 | 409.42 /475 | 398.59 | 416.40 (49) 3 


22 


SCHOOL YEAR, 1870-71. 


Becrys Marcu 7. 


HIGH AND GRAMMAR SCHOOLS. 
First Term begins March 7. 
43 «© ends July 1 (16 weeks). 


7 «¢ recess Mey 21 vo 30. 
Second Term begins Sept. 5. 
3 sé ends Nov. 23 (12 weeks). 


Third Term begins Noy. 28. 
ef ‘¢ ends Feb. 24 (12 weeks). 
5 ss recess Dec. 23 to Jan. 2. 


ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS. 

First Term begins March 7. 

ce sends June 18 (14 weeks). 

ss 66 recess May 21 to 30. 
Second Term begins Sept. 5. 

«¢ ends Noy. 18 (11 weeks). 
Third Term begins Noy. 28. 

e ss ends Feb. 17 (11 weeks). 

S s¢ recess Dec. 23 to Jan. 2. 


HOLIDAYS. 
Fast Day. 
Middlesex Teachers’ Association. 
June 17. 
Washington’s Birthday. 


, Respectfully submitted by the Committee. 


A. CHAPIN, 
J. C. JOHNSON, 
GEORGE COOK. 
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ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


TOWN OF WINCHESTER 


FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR ENDING FEB. 


APPROPRIATIONS, 1870-71. 


28, 1871. 


Schools, ; $9,000 00 y 
Poor and Incidentals, 6,500 00 % 
Highways and Bridges, 4,500 00 , 
Town Debt, 4,000 00 
Fire Department, 1,000 00 ~~ 
Chemical Engine, 1,000 00 
Library, 350 00 
Cemetery, 300 00 
Mason street, 300 00 
Fish Committee, | 60 00 —— 

— $27,010 00 

DISBURSEMENTS. 


SCHOOLS.—TEACHERS’ WAGES. 


D. D. Patten, $1,500 00 
J. O. Sanborn, 1,460 00 
Ama Ward, 680 00 
L. E. Marston, 424 00 
G. V. Senter, 360 00 


Amount carried forward, 


$4,424 00 
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Amount brought forward, $4,424 00 


S. H. Holmes, 342 00 
D. M. Taylor, 342 00 
S. R. Welles, 288 00 
A. F. Johnson, 342 00 
E. A. Swan, 342 00 
Jennie E. Joy, 6 00 
Carrie B. Symnes, 6 00 
Ellen M. Andrews, 8 00 
M. A. Wadleigh, 288 00 
A. M. Johnson, 335 00 
A. M. Whitney, 126 00 
— $6,849 00 


SCHOOL INCIDENTALS. 


E. Sanderson, sundries, $38 12 
Asa Locke, rent of Hall, 10 00 
H. K. Stanton, sundries, 2 76 
W. G. Chaffee, cleaning clocks, 8 00 
Gilman, Pope & Co., paints, oils, etc., 46 56 
J. Ross, furniture, 198 00 
J. B. Chisholm, printing, 25 62 
A. V. Weeks, sundries, 3 90 
R. G. Gladstone, Stewart stove and 

repairing, 82 35 
J. L. Parker, printing, 5 25 
Cyrus Butters, sawing wood, ae 
Peleg Lawrence, ‘‘ ea 35 17 
J. C. Johnson, organs, charts, etc., 114 00 
S. Smith, wood, 4 50 
Q. Ditson .& Co., charts, etc., 46 32 
J. Pierce, wood, — 3 85_ 
Asa Fletcher, wood, 46 07 


Amount carried forward, $678 22 © 


4) 


Amount brought forward, $678 22 
Care of school-houses, 295. 10 
George P. Brown, sundries, 122 20 
George Cooke, $6 3.17 
George W. Lee, ee 8 16 
L. G. Cilley, $s 6 16 
Map Company, No. 2, 36 00 
D. B. Winn, expressing, 12 05 
F. A. Thompson, wood, 16 00 
H. Dunbar, stock and labor, an 
J. L. Hemmet, charts, maps, etc., 59 65 
B. B. Russell, maps, etc., 12 00 
G. W. Pollock, chairs, etc., 20 00 
F. H. Morse & Co., coal, 490 50 
C. Lindley, piano forte, 150 00 
A. Chapin, sundries, | 94 67 
Cleaning school-houses, 26 70 


$2,034 33 


REPAIRS ON SCHOOL HOUSES—GROUNDS. 


5. S. Holton, setting out trees, etc., $22 00 
J. W. Manning, trees, etc., 9 75 
A. Chapin, paid for labor, 12 85 
Horace Nowell, labor, ; 22 86 
Asa Fletcher, work and sundries, 130 30 
5. R. Brookins & Son, painting, 68 44 
J. Shattuck, repairing, 118 25 
H. Badger, ‘4 5 00 
J. L. Ross, 6 61 05 
Li; A. Bruce,. ‘‘ 2 50 


$453 00 


6 


FISH COMMITTEE. 


Balance of appropriation, 


$57 
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HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES. 


N. Fitzgerald, labor, 

G. W. Richardson, balance of salary 
for 1870, 

J. H. Parker, two horse carts, 

P. R. Ellis, road scraper, 


$6 


86 
190 
53 


J. Shattuck, lumber and work on Swan- 


ton Street bridge, 
Alex. Moseley, leather shavings, 
Walter Bates, concrete gutters and 
walks, 
Breaking out roads, 
S. Nichols, culverts, 
J. Hovey, surveying, 
D. N. Skillings, stone rollers, 
Warren Cutler, salary, 


&< «¢ paid for labor, 

66 ‘¢. paid for rent, 

6 ‘¢ paid for blacksmithing 
oT ‘¢ paid for sundries, 

66 ‘¢ paid for grain, 

6< ‘¢ paid for hay, 

66 ‘¢ paid for expressing, 

66 *¢ paid for bedding, 


Asa Fletcher, lumber, 

C. P. Pollard, scraper, 

J. C. Mason, paid for labor, 
E. Jones, castings, 

Morse & Co., cement, 


228 
2 


427 
54 
164 
23 
65 
833 
1611 
37 
80 
20 
247 
104 
19 
6 
33 
21 
60 
10 
3 


00 


30 
00 
00 


35 
D4 


00 


00 
50 
00 
00 
30 
36 
44 
80 
45 
66 
76 
76 
00 
08 
50 
10 
95 
25 


$4390 10 
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TOWN INCIDENTALS. 


I’. A. Searle, printing, $6: 
F. H. Johnson, services as police for 

1869, 25 
F. H. Johnson, warning town meetings, 8 
Asa Locke, rent, 187 
H. C. Gray, printing, 154 
Arlington Gas Company, : 153 
J. B. Lawton, care of town clock, 6 
Clarke & Fiske, record book, 6 
J. Shattuck, shingling engine house, 98. 
Expressing, 2 
L. M. Ham, sundries for lockup, TER 
C. H. Darling, tax books, 4 
J. D. Sharon, lighting lamps, etc., LO tnt 
S. Cutter, stamps, etc., 8 
P. Holland, services as police, 10 


J. McConville, painting and repairing 


street lamps and guide boards, 32 ( 


KE. H. Braybrook, bedding for lockup, 34 
F. H. Johnson, sundries for 4th of July, 3 


F. Carrignan, repairs on lockup, 184 
- E. Sanderson, powder for 4th of July, 15 
H. Nowell, watching fires, 1 
M. Fitzgerald, building fence, 10 
J. D. Sharon, police duty, 7 
Zea. White, <‘ 6 7 
a2. Hunt, ‘: 6é 7 
G. W. Richardson, police duty, 7 ( 
Geo. F. Morgan, tax lists, 25 
R. Hanson, horse hire Assessors and Com- 
missioners, 4 
Dr. Drew, damage to himself and carriage 
on Pleasant street, 300 


00 


00 


Amount carried forward, 


$1,562 73 
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Amount brought forward, $1,562 73 
J. Ross, sundries for street lamps, 10 60 
O. W. Gardner, dam’ge by water course, 150 00 
J. L. Parker, printing, 10 80 
Asa Fletcher, special police, 7 00 
A és work on engine house, 36 14 
Rockwell & Churchill, printing voting 
lists, 21 50 
J. Buxton, care of town clock, 35 00 
S. T. Sanborn & Co., lamp posts, etc., 153 66 
EK. Sanderson, sundries for lockup, ~ 3 00 
Morse & Co., coal for Hall and lockup, 15 00 
L. G. Cilley, horse for Assessors, To 
Geo. P. Brown, care of Selectmens’ room, 30 00 
43 ‘¢ recording births, deaths 
and marriages, 31 30 
he ‘‘ sundries for Selectmen and 
Assessors, 32 41 
M. Oliver, special police, 25 00 
F. H. Johnson, “ 25 00 
ce <i perambulating town lines 
and warning town meetings, 42 O05 
A. Winn, horse for Assessors, 13 00 
C. H. Dupee, police duty and warning 
town meeting, 39 00 
Joel Whitney, repairing, 4 65 
CEMETERY. 
M. Fitzgerald, labor, $252 10 
J. D. Sharon, removing body, 3-d0 


$2,248 60 


$255 59 
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LIBRARY. 
Stillman Fletcher, rent, $75 00 
H. C. Gray, printing, 30 00 
A. Chapin, sundries, 14 11 
J. Campbell, books, 368 22 
Etta Nichols, care of library, 15 60 
J. Pierce, wood, 5 93 
J. L. Parker, printing labels, 4 00 
W. A. Wilde, paper, 7 20 
Geo. P. Brown, sundries, 2 20 
L. G. Cilley, oil, 62 
FIRE DEPARTMENT. 
Peleg Lawrence, sawing wood, 1 00 
Oil, etc., 65 
Bb. & L. R. R., freight on hose carriage, 1.20 
L. Oliver, services as steward, 50 00 
Hunneman & Co., hose car’ge and rep’g, 379 75 
RR. G. Gladstone, sundries, 1356 
Pay of members, 400 00 
J. Huse & Son, stove, 13 00 
Morse & Co., coal, 5 00 
L. G. Cilley, oil, etc., 5 09 


M. Oliver, teaming F. E. to Medford, 5 00 


NEW FIRE ENGINE, 


New England Fire Extinguisher Co., 
one engine, 700 00 


Amount carried forward, 


$522 88 


$868 24 


700 00 
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Amount breught forward, $700 00 


00 . 


Thayer, Babson & Co., chemicals, 23 28 
Pay of members, 30 00 
EK. Sanderson, sundries, Ley, 
PAUPERS. 
Mrs. Walker, board Mrs. Lindsay, 240 00 
Mrs. J. Foss, board J. A. Cram, 370 50 
J. Coholan, aid, 216 75 
L. Townsend, aid, 214 00 
F. H. Johnson, taking Ben Townsend to 
Westboro’, 8 10 
F. H. Johnson, aid to*travelling paupers, 18 10 
F. Winsor, medical attendance on L. 
Townsend and family, 106 27 
Morse & Co., coal to Mrs. Noonan, 5. 76 
Es ‘¢ wood to Mrs. Lindsay, 5 00 
Phoebe Barnes, aid, 31 47 
S. N. S., board Ben Townsend, 22 50 
Dr. Drew, medical attendance on L. 
Townsend, 10 00 
E. Sanderson, aid to Mrs. Noonan, 3 
A. Chapin, medical attendance on P. 
Barnes, 48 50 
A. Chapin, vaccinating, 8 00 
Lunatic Hospital, board B. McDougall, 67 50 
Tewksbury Alms House, board and burial 
expenses, 40 86 
J. F. Stone, expenses to Taunton, 17 64 
H. K. Stanton, sundries, 1ay oo 
Dr. Chapin, attendance on Mrs. Buckley, 4 00 


Amount carried forward, 


$754 55 


1,453 66 
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Amount brought forward, 1,453 66 
Dr. Chapin, attendance on Mrs. Kirk 
and child, HUTS 


Dr. Winsor, attendance on Mrs. Buckley, 3 00 


Town of Hanover, aid to McDougall, 200 00 
J. C. Stanton, aid to Mrs. Harrington, 6 03 
Morse & Co., coal, 49 75 
Cambridge Alms House, board A. Bul- 

finch, 68 00 
Mrs. Harrigan, aid, 8 00 
Pheebe Barnes, rent, 24 00 


STATE AID. 


Cyrus Butters, 132 00 
Abigail Stratton, . 48 00 
F. O. Covelle, 48 00 
C. H. Moseley, 102 00 
G. C. Lawrence, 90 00 
J. O. William, 90 00 
F. H. Phelps, 36 00 


B. Dougherty, 112 00 


TOWN OFFICERS. 


5S. W. Twombly, Selectman, $75 00 
J. T. Manny, 6 75 00 
J.C. Mason, 6 75 00 
Stephen Cutter, Treasurer, 100 00 
J. F. Stone, Assessor, we 213 50 
Albert Ayer, 213 50 


Amount carried forward, 


$1,863 19 


$658 OO 


752 00 
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Amount brought forward, » 752 00 
J. C. Stanton, Jr., 213 50 
A. Chapin, School Committee, 100 00 
J.C. Johnson, * é 100 00 
Geo. Cooke, * 66 100 00 
J. C. Johnson, Music Teacher, 100 00 
Geo. P. Brown, Town Clerk, 50 00 
Mial Cushman, Collector, 339 22 


TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS. 


Teachers’ wages, $6,849 00 


School incidentals, 2,034 33 
Repairs on School Houses, 453 00 
Fire Department, 868 24 
New Fire Engine, 754 55 
Cemetery, 255 60 
Library, 522 88 
Town Incidentals, 2,248 60 
Highways and Bridges, 4,390 10 
Paupers, 1,863 19 
Fish Committee, 57° 25 
State aid, 658 00 
. Town Officers, 1,754 72 


$1,754 72 


$e 
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LIST OF NOTES AGAINST THE TOWN OF 


WINCHESTER. 


Wm. O. Edmonds, guard’n, note dated June 
19, 1863, 10 years, due June 19, 1873, 

O. R. Clark, Tr., note dated April 1, 1867, 3 
years, due April 1, 1870, 

E. Sanderson, Trustee, note dated Jan. 1, 1868, 
on demand, 

Mrs. N. Symmes, note dated April 1, 1868, 3 
years, due April 1, 1871, 

Mrs. 8. Sanderson, note dated April 11, 1868, 
on demand, 

Asa Fetcher, Guardian, note dated June 27, 
1868, on demand, 

Miss M. Gowen, note dated July 6, 1868, on 
demand, 

Benj. Dexter, note dated Sept. 19, 1868, due 
Sept. 19, 1872, 4 years, 

State of Mass., note dated Nov. 7, 1868, due 
Nov. 7, 1878, 10 years, 

Jos. Walker, note dated Feb. 22, 1869, due 
Feb. 22, 1874, 5 years, 

Mrs. M. Johnson, note dated June 27, 1869, 
on demand, 

Stephen Cutter, note dated Noy. 26, 1869, due 
Nov. 26, 1872, 3 years, 

Stephen Cutter, note dated Jan. 10, 1870, due 
Jan. 10, 1875, 5 years, 


$6,300 00 


1,200 00 
2,383 62 
1,850 00 

500 00 

600 00 
1,650 00 
2,500 00 
5,000 00 
1,800 00 

900 00 
3,600 00 


6,000 00 


$34,283 62 


STEPHEN CUTTER, TREASURER. 
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TOWN OF WINCHESTER in account with MIAL CUSH- 
MAN, Collector. 


1870. Dr. 

To amount paid County tax, $1,485 91 
e ‘¢ of Abatements, 249 78 
«¢ discounts on amounts paid before Oct. 1, 1,286 92 
‘¢ amount paid Treasurer, 31,332 15 
66 6 of uncollected taxes, 1869, 19 00 
tig 6 ‘s ~=— 1870, 143 57, 

$34,517 33 
Cr. 

By amount of tax committed. $33,023 55 
‘* interest collected, 66 49 
‘* amount of unpaid taxes, 1869, 1,427 29 

$34,517 33 


MIAL CUSHMAN, Co.Luecror. 


WincHEsTER, Feb. 28, 1871. 


S. W. Twombly, Lsq., Chairman of Selectmen, 

Dear Sir: I have, at your suggestion, prepared an ab- 
stract account of the valuation and appropriations of the 
town during the last decade ; this account may prove inter- 
esting to those who have not preserved the annual reports 
of the town. It will be noticed in comparing one year with 
another, that the town is steadily growing in population and 
wealth, the valuation having more than doubled within the 
past five years. Some of our citizens have attributed the 
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low rate of taxation to the increased ualue of real estate ; 
to what extent this is true can be seen by comparing the 
valuation of 1865 with that of 1870. During this period 
the real estate has been improved, and a large number of 
new dwellings and an extensive tannery have been erected, 
while many of our citizens have given to the Assessors a 
partial insight into that class of property which is not vis- 
ible, and which so often escapes taxation. From time im- 
memorial, the equalization of taxes has tried the temper and 
judgment of those long in the service, and perfection has 
never been attained; the duties, however, would be consid- 
erably lessened, and their labors made less obnoxious to the 
Assessor as well as citizen, and an expense saved to the 
town, if the tax payers would annually render an account 
of their taxable property according to law. ‘‘ New comers” 
have contributed liberally for the privileges they have en- 
joyed, and it is hoped that the taxable property will increase 
in proportion to the demands upon the town; we shall then, 
with increased efforts on the part of our successors in office, 
still hold our position foremost among the towns of the 
Commonwealth for low rates of taxation. 
Respectfully and truly yours, 
J. F. STONE, 
Chairman of Assessors. 


VALUATIONS AND APPROPRIATIONS—1861 to 1871. 


1861. Value of real estate, $1,250,139 00 
s¢ «¢ personal estate, 294,826 00 
Total, $1,544,965 00 


Number of Polls, 512. 
Town appropriations, $11,131 90 


1862. 


1863. 


1864. 


1865. 


1866. 


1867. 
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Value of real estate, 
ss «* personal estate, 


Total, 
Number of Polls, 489. 


Town appropriations, $23,577 95. 


Value of real estate, 
ss’ ** personal estate, 


otal 
Number of Polls, 469. 


Town appropriations, $10,633 23. 


Value of real estate, 
‘« ** personal estate, 


Total, 
Number of Polls, 446. 


Town appropriations, $11,200 00. 


Value of real estate, 
‘« ** personal estate, 


Total, 
Number of Polls, 445. 


Town appropriations, $19,669 42. 


Value of real estate, 
‘« *¢ personal estate, 


Total, 
Number of Polls, 466. 


Town appropriations, $25,847 15. 


Value of real estate, 
ss $6 personal estate, 


Total, 


$1,248,024 00 
286,052 00 


$1,534,076 00 


$1,242,333 00 
217,217 00 


$1,459,550 00 


$1,247,636 00 
180,023 00 


$1,427,659 00 


$1,259,763 00 
337,631 00 


$1,597,394 00 


$1,306,409 00 
728,579 00 


$2,034,988 00 


$1,462,880 00 
719,314 00 


$2,182,194 00 


aS, 


Number of Polls, 613. 


Town appropriations, $24,057 00. 


1868. Value of real estate, 
ss ** personal estate, 


Total, 
Number of Polls, 630. 


$1,672,673 00 
791,886 00 


$2,464,559 00 


Town appropriations, $24,029 93. 


1869. Value of real estate, 
‘¢ = «* ‘personal estate, 


Total, 
Number of Polls, 655. 


$1,814,926 00 
1,176,541 00 


$2,991,467 00 


Town appropriations, $25,950 00. 


VALUATION AND TAXES FOR 1870. 


Valuation of real estate, 
os ‘¢ personal estate, 


Total, 


Number of Polls, 708. 

Rate of taxation, $9 50-100 on $1000. 
State tax, 

County tax, 

Town tax, 

Overlayings, 


Number of dwelling houses taxed, 

ss 6 horses taxed, 

‘s <* cows taxed, 

«¢ = acres of land taxed, 
Children between ages of 5 and 15 yrs., 


$1,938,285 00 
1,384,328 00 


ee ee 


$3,322,611 00 


$3,650 00 
1,485 91 
27,010 00 
877 64 
$33,023 55 
4428 
233 
180 
3569 
592 
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The. statistics of Births, Marriges, and Deaths, in the 
Town of Winchester, for the year 1870, are as follows, 


viz: 
BIRTHS. 
Whole number of births registered in 1870, 
Males, 
Females, 


NATIVITY OF PARENTS. 
Of American parents, 

‘¢ Foreign A 

‘* American and foreign parents, 


MARRIAGES. 


Whole number of marriages registered in 1870, 
Of males, American born, 


‘¢ females, - 66 
‘¢ males, foreign born, 
‘¢ females, 6 


Oldest male married, 
‘s female s 
Youngest male married, 
“ female ‘ 


DEATHS. 
Whole number of deaths registered in 1870, 
6 es males, 
6s ‘¢ females, 


12 
14 


74 


74 


74 


26 


26 


26 


Of parents American born, 


12 

$¢ Foreign, 14 

Of number died under 1 year, 6 
From 1 to 5, 1 
oe ay. 66 12, > 1 
aie ** 20, 1 
a> 20) 's*, 30, 4 
5066 40, Hi) 
coment. 50), 5 
“AQ «é 60, Mis 
« 60 «6 70, 1 
6 70 <«s 90, 1 
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NATIVITY OF PARENTS. 


26 


26 


Oldest person died in town in 1870: Mrs. Patty Kendall, 
88 years, 1 months, 2 days. 


DISEASE OR CAUSE OF DEATH. 


Consumption, 9. Heart disease, 2. Various diseases, 15. 


Number of dogs licensed for the year, 


Amount received for the same, 


GEO. P. BROWN, Town Clerk. 


WrvcHester, Feb. 1871. 


111 
$228 00 
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TOWN OFFICERS, 1870—1871. 


Selectmen, Overseers of Poor, 
and Highway Surveyors. Trustees of Town Library. 


Samuel W. Twombly, A. Chapin, 
John T. Manny, F. Winsor, 
John C. Mason. D. D. Patten. 
Town Clerk. Engineers of Fire Department. 
Geo. P. Brown. M. Oliver, 
C. T. Symmes, 
Treasurer. R. G. Gladstone. 


Stephen Cutter. 
Cemetery Committee. 


Collector of Taxes. S. T. Sanborn, Chairman. 
Mial Cushman. O. R. Clark, Sec. and Treas. 
L. R. Symmes, , 
Assessors. _H. K. Stanton, 
J. F. Stone, Stephen Thompson. 
J. C. Stanton, Jr., 
Albert Ayer. Surveyors of Lumber. 
F. S. Richardson, 
Auditors. O. R. Clark, Jr. 
E. A. Wadleigh, 
C. H. Dunham, | Measurers of Wood and Bark. 
Salem Wilder. Geo. P. Brown, 
C. T. Symmes, 
Constables. C. H. Moseley. 
F. H. Johnson, 
C. H. Dupee. Measurers of Leather. 
Warren Johnson, 
Fish Committee. C. H. Moseley, 
GO; eRe OCurtiasars, W. D. Byron, 
F. Winsor, C. Batchelder. 
C. O. Billings. 


Sealer of Weights & Measures. 
Geo. P. Brown. 


School Commitiee. 
A. Chapin, 
Geo. Cooke, 
J. C. Johnson. 


Police Officers. 
H. Johnson, * 
H. Dupee, 
A 


XN 


F. 

C. 

M. Oliver, 

E. A. Brackett. 
Undertaker. 

J. D. Sharon. 


Inspector of Oils. 
Geo. P. Brown. 


Superintendent of Streets. 


Warren Cutler. 


Pound [eeper. 
C. T. Symmes. 
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Weighers. 
F. H. Morse, 
O. R. Clark, Jr. 


Fence Viewers. 
Asa Fletcher, 
Dana Fay. 


Field Drivers. 
J. F. Stone, 
Ruel Hanson, 
John D. Twombly, 
Joseph Stone, Jr., 
William Adams, 
b. F. Locke, 
OoR. Clark, Jré, 
John Swan, Jr., 
Col. S. B. White, 
Lemuel Holton, 
S. S. Porter, 
Joseph Stone. 


List of Jurors 


accepted by the town at the meeting November 8, 1870. 


Eli Cooper, 

A. N. Shepherd, 
John Swan, 

Wm. Richardson, 
H. K. Stanton, 
Jos. Stone, Jr., 
Wm. P. Greely, 
John R. Cobb, 
Chas. N. Bacon, 
W. G. Chaffee, 
K. A. Symmes, © 
Hosea Dunbar, 
Stephen H. Cutter, 
J. B. Lawton, 


John S. Richardson, 
Charles Pressey, 
John D. Carleton, 
Josiah L. Smith, 
Asa Fletcher, 
Sumner Richardson, 
Horace Hatch, 

Wm. M. Rand, 

J. C. Stanton, Jr., 
S. E. Brown, 

EK. Sanderson, 

O. W. Gardner, 

G. W. Richardson, Ist, 


debe Stone. 


REPORT OF THE SELECTMEN: 


HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES. 


At the first regular meeting of the Selectmen, April 1st, 
Warren Cutler was appointed to take charge of the High- 
ways under their direction. Mr. Cutler has performed his 
duties well and to the satisfaction of the Board. We have 
been obliged to repair the Swanton street bridge, at an ex- 
pense of more than two hundred dollars ($200). We have 
purchased two new carts, for which was paid one hundred 
and ninety dollars ($190), and for conerete crossings and 
gutters about four hundred dollars ($400). The road 
scraper, purchased by the Board last spring, has worked 
perfectly satisfactorily ; we think all must have seen the 
good effects of it on our highways; also the stone roller we 
found to be very useful in putting on the finish. Although 
we believe our streets will compare favorably with the 
streets of any town in this vicinity, still there is much that 
ought to be done to-them. Mr. Marshall Symmes has 
thrown out quite a large piece of land at Symmes’ Corner, 
which, when completed, will make a great improvement, for 
which he deserves the thanks of the people of the town. 
Mr. Andrew Pratt has also thrown out quite a strip of land 
on the corner of Church and Bacon streets, and we hope 
our friend, Mr. Boynton, will follow the example so gener- 
ously set by the two gentlemen above named, and throw out 
a strip of land on his corner. ‘Then we think the town will 
put up a lamp there, so as to give the people on the west 
side a little more light. 

We have been able to keep inside of the Appropria- 
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tion for Highways, because Mr. Cutler has earned six hun- 
dred and sixty dollars over and above what has been paid 
from the town treasury, which amount has also been ex- 
pended for that purpose. 

For the information of those interested in the widening 
of Mt. Vernon street, we will print so much of the Com- 
missioner’s Order as relates to the damages and removing 
obstructions from that street, as follows: The southerly 
side boundary line begins at a point fourteen feet southerly 
from the corner of the present fence of the school house lot 
at the southeast corner of Washington and Mt. Vernon 
streets—thence the line runs on a curve to the right of fif- 
teen (15) feet radius, 22 feet to a point—thence S. 73 deg. 
E. 204 feet, over land of town 178 feet, over A. E. Rowe’s 
land 204 feet, over land of T. A. Patch, a street 25 feet, 89 
feet over land of Mrs. Law, 240 feet over land of Charles 
Pressey, 121 feet over C. Church’s land, thence S. 70 deg. 
E., 94 feet over land of Fitch to a bound at the corner of a 
street. The line thus described is the southerly side of line 
of Mt. Vernon street, as widened, laid out, located, and de- 
fined, and the northerly line is parallel to it, and 45 feet 
distant from it, from its terminus to a point in the south- 
westerly side wall of the Chapel connected with the Baptist 
meeting honse ; thencé the road widens from 45 to 52 feet, 
running N. 684 deg., W. 62 feet, to a stake (which stake 
is 21 feet northwesterly, and 24 feet northeasterly, from 
two stones on the line of old road); thence on a curve to 
the right of 24 feet radius, 41 feet to Washington street. 

And the proprietors or occupants of the land over which 
said town way is thus laid out, are allowed until the first day 
of June next to remove therefrom any buildings, wood, 
timber or trees. And said Commissioners having heard the 
proprietors of said lands by themselves or their agents, on 
the subject of damages by them sustained by reasons of lay- 
ing out said town way, have estimated the same as follows, 
to wit: To the proprietors of the Baptist Meeting House, 
seven hundred dollars ($700) ; to widow Nancy Houghton, 
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two hundred and fifty dollars ($250). The reason that 
Church street, near the depot, has not been widened, as 
voted by the town, is because the Board thought it better 
to wait until the question of the widening of Pleasant street 
and the location of the depot was settled. 


NEW STREETS. 


Mason street, laid out by the Selectmen two years ago, 
and for which the town appropriated three hundred dollars 
last spring, has been put in good condition and accepted as 
a town way. 

Webster street, extending from Washington street te 
Highland avenue, so called, has also been laid out and ac- 
cepted as a town way. 

Your Board met the Selectmen of Woburn, July 11, 
for the purpose of laying out as a town way the street run- 
ning from Washington street in Winchester to the Catholic 
cemetery, and we have laid out so much of said street as 
lies within the limits of this town, fifty feet wide, as 
originally laid out by the proprietors of the Silk farm. 

There are other streets that have been laid out, that will 
be reported on at the town meeting. 


INCIDENTALS. 


The expenditures under this head have been unusually 
large the past year. At the annual town meeting in March 
last, the difficulty between O. W. Gardner and the Town, 
in regard to the water-course running through his land, was 
referred to the Selectmen ; but as they could not agree with 
Mr. Gardner, it was by mutual consent referred to O. R. 
Clark, J. A. Woodbury, and Cephas Church, with the un- 
derstanding that their decision should be final. After con- 
sidering the matter, they decided that the Town should pay 
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the said Gardner the sum of one hundred and fifty dollars 
($150), which sum shall release the Town from any further 
claim from that estate on account of said water-course. 
Said sum was duly paid, and the receipt placed on file. 

We have also paid Dr. Drew, of Woburn, three hundred 
dollars ($300), for injuries received by himself and to his 
carriage on Pleasant street, last July. 

It was found necessary to repair the Lock-up, which has 
been done at an expense of about three hundred’ dollars 
($300). It is now a neat and comfortable place. In justice 
to Mr. F. H. Johnson, we would say that it has been done 
under his supervision. 

We have added four or five street lamps, in accordance 
with the vote of the Town; and there are a few others 
needed. 


GUIDE BOARDS. 


The Guide Boards are all in good condition. 


PERAMBULATING TOWN LINES. 


The Selectmen of Arlington, Lexington, Woburn, and 
Stoneham, by virtue of their seniority, notified the Select- 
men of Winchester that at a given time they would meet 
them, to perambulate their respective town lines, which 
duty was performed on the part of this Town by Mr. F. H. 
Johnson, as a substitute for the Selectmen; and his report 
has been accepted and duly entered upon the Records of 
‘the Town. 


FIRE DEPARTMENT. 


The Engine house has been newly shingled, and is now 
in good repair. 
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A vote was passed at the last annual meeting, authoriz- 
ing the Selectmen, and Engineers of the Fire Department, 
to purchase a Chemical Fire engine, if in their judgment 
they thought best. After testing the different kinds of en- 
gines, it was voted unanimously to purchase one of the New 
England Fire Extinguishers; which has been done, at an 
expense of seven hundred dollars ($700). It is placed in 
the basement of the Engine house. We believe that should 
occasion require, it will prove to be money well expended. 


PAUPERS. 


It will be seen that our Pauper expenses have increased 
about one-third since the last Report. We have been 
obliged to render assistance to the amount of two hundred 
and sixty dollars ($260) to the family of Duncan McDougal 
on account of sickness. McDougal went from this town as 
one of its quota in the late civil war. He now lives in the 
Town of Hanover, and says he will refund the amount that 
we have expended for him, as soon as he is able. 


FINANCES. 


The indebtedness of the Town is $34,283 62 
Of this amount there will fall due the present financial year : 


Mrs. N. Symmes’ note for 1,850 00 

There are also notes payable on demand, which can be paid. 

The Board would recommend that the town raise by taxa- 
tion the coming year the following sums : 


For Schools, $9,000 00 
Support of Poor and Incidentals, 7,000 00 
State and County Tax and Interest, 5,500 00 


ss 


Amount carried forward, $21,500 00 


+f 
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, Amount brought forward, $21,500 00 


Town debt, 4,000 00 ™ 
Highways and Bridges, 4,000 00~ 
New Streets and Damages, . 2,500 00 
Library, 300 00 ~ 
Cemetery, 300 00- 
Fire Department, 800 00 - 
Fish Committee, 75 00 - 
$33,475 00 
The Town debt has been reduced the past year, $3,600 00 
Taxes uncollected, 162 57 
Cash in Treasurer’s hands, | 2 52i 79 
$6,284 36 


Accompanying this. report will be found the By-Laws of 
thé Town, also the reports of the School Committee, En- 
gineers of Fire Department, Library, and Fish Committee, 
all of which is respectfully submitted. 


S. W. TWOMBLY, 
Jest, MANNY. Selectmen. 
J. C. MASON, 


Regular meetings of Selectmen :—l1st Monday evening in 
each month. 


REPORT OF THE ENGINEERS 


OF THE 


FIRE DEPARTMENT. 


We, the undersigned, beg leave to make the following 
report : 

The Department has been called out only once during the 
year. ; 

‘Nov. —.—Fire at F. O. Prince’s barn, on Washington 
street. Cause unknown. 

The engine has been put in thorough repair the past year, 
and is now in complete working order. 

There are 600 feet of leading hose belonging to the De- 
partment, 100 feet of which has been purchased the past 
year; we also purchased a new hose carriage and suction 
hose. 

There is also a chemical fire extinguisher belonging to the 
town, purchased the past year agreeably to a vote of the 
town passed at the annual meeting in March last. We have 
organized 9 company to run it, consisting of 10 men, and 
have had it housed in the basement of the engine house, 
and it is now in good working order. 

We recommend that the members of the Department be 
paid the same as last year, viz: 10 dollars per year. 

We recommend an appropriation of $1,500 00 to defray 
the expenses of the department the coming year, viz: 
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For pay of members, $700 00 
‘¢ pill due Hunneman & Co., 425 60 
‘¢ repairs and incidentals, 374 40 

$1,500 00 


In conclusion, we congratulate the town upon its good 
fortune the past year in sustaining so small a loss of prop- 
erty by fire. : 

MATTHEW OLIVER, 
: C. T. SYMMES, agin 
R. G. GLADSTONE, 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE 


ON THE 


PRESERVATION ‘OF FISH. 


The Committee on the Preservation of Fish beg leave to 
report: 

The annual run of alewives from the sea took place at the 
usual time last spring, and by means of the new fish-way 
came over the dam of the Charlestown water works in even 
greater numbers than ever before ; and among them were 
observed many young shad, apparently two or three years 
old, which the Committee cannot help trying to persuade 
themselves were some of those heretofore hatched in the 
Abijonah, returning once more to renew the scenes of their 
infancy. 

To protect these inexperienced young prodigals from the 
predatory bands infesting our borders, an agreement was 
made with the Fish Committee of the town of Medford to 
employ a watchman on the dam above mentioned, at the 
joint expense of the two towns, during the season of the 
upward passage of the fish. This arrangement was harmo- 
niously carried out, to the great benefit of the fish, and the 
cost of the same to this town is shown in the account 
hereto annexed. 

Heretofore the passage of the fish to the shallow waters 
above the dam at Main street, which they seek for their 
spawning grounds, has been seriously impeded by the dam. 
aforesaid ; but your Committee are happy to be able to state 
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that an excellent fish way has been constructed at this place \ 
during the past year, under the direction of the State Com- 
missioners. The several fish ways further up the stream 
have been put in good order by the proprietors of the dams, 
and at the present time an unobstructed way is opened for 
the fish as fur as the waters of Horn Pond, which can not 
but result in an increased run during the coming season. 

About six hundred thousand newly hatched shad were put 
into the Abijonah last summer by the State’Commissioners, 
and we are promised their further co-operation during the 
year 1871. 

In addition to this large quantity of shad with which we 
were furnished, a new experiment was ‘initiated during the 
summer of last year. ) 

A large number (say seven hundred, not to be particular 
to a fish,) of salmon, of some two years of age, were put 
into the stream leading from Horn Pond. These fish were 
put in too late for them to go to the sea at that season, but 
they are expected to go down the coming spring, and to re- 
turn in the spring of 1872;-and your Committee cannot 
resist the conviction that, as these salmon were bred and 
raised by our townsman, Mr. E. A. Brackett, motives of 
gratitude to the kind protector of their early youth, aside 
from natural instinct, will induce them to give an account 
of themselves at the proper time, and return to multiply in 
our waters. ° 

The expenditures of the Committee have been as stated 
below, and they recommend that, for the cultivation of fish 
during the ensuing year, an appropriation of seventy-five 
dollars be made, believing that the time is rapidly approach- 
ing when the. expected results of their previous labors will 
be made manifest and be enjoyed by the town. 


Dr. 


July. To cash appropriation, $60 00 


d4 


CR.. 
By expenses of 1870, $9 50 
‘* one-half of joint expenses of Winchester and 
Medford, : 47 85 
‘* other sundries, 246 
$60 00 


All which is respectfully submitted. 


CHARLES P. CURTIS. 
FREDERICK WINSOR. 
CHARLES O. BILLINGS. 


ELEVENTH ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


TRUSTEES OF THE TOWN LIBRARY. » 


The Trustees present the following report of the finances 
of the Library :* | 


. 


Dr. 

To Town appropriation, $350 00 
<¢ Dog money received from County, 172 87 
*¢ Receipts from fines and sale of Catalogues, 11 40 

$534 27 
Cr. 

By rent, $75 00 
‘¢ Librarian, 26 90 
*¢ Printing, 34 00 
‘¢ Fuel and lights, ; 6 55 
‘¢ Binding, 13 11 
‘© Books, o- 368 22 

$523 78 


* The discrepancy between this account and that of the Town Treas- 
urer is due to the presence, in the latter, of two charges against the Li- 
brary, one of which ($14.11) is for books procured by the School 
Committee for the High School, and the other ($19.00) is for insuranee 
on the Library, which in previous years has been included, with other 
insurances. under the head of Town Incidentals, where it seems prop- 
erly to belong. 
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CONDITION OF THE LIBRARY. 


No. of Volumes added during the year, 340 
Whole number, | 2350 
nt 6 taken out, 6739 
he - missing, 21 
Number of persons using library, 501 


The very considerable addition to our funds made by the 
** Dog money,” which was this year returned to the towns 
by the County Treasurer, and of which our share was $172- 
.87, has enabled us to add more than the usual number of 
new books. Of these a number treat in a popular way of 
subjects pertaining to science, art, and natural history, and 
will be found very entertaining, as well as very instructive 
reading, and such as we would gladly see growing in favor. 
The library is not only larger, but decidedly more valu- 
uable than ever before, and a comparison of its catalogue 
with those of other town libraries will show the superiority 
of our collection in many respects, while the marked in- 
crease in the number of volumes taken out testifies to the 
estimate in which it is held by our citizens, and endorses 
what was said in the report of last year, of its influence as 
a means of education. Of course it is capable of very 
great improvement in character, as well as of increase in 
size, and we repeat-our request of last year, that persons 
would inform.us of anything which they deem objection- 
able in the moral character of any of the books, as we 
know that such scrutiny as the trustees can give to the new 
books cannot secure the exclusion of all that is questiona- 
ble, it being impossible that they should thoroughly exam- 
ine every work before adding it to the library. Readers 
are also reminded that there is at the room a book in which 
they are invited to write the name of any work which they 
wish to have added to the library. 
As the books are more used, the librarian’s work increases, 
and it has now become necessary to increase her pay and to 
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employ an assistant. It will also be necessary to enforce 
more rigidly the rules for the regular and methodical return 
of books, as well as the penalties for the wanton or careless 
abuse of them, which has been quite too frequent during 
the year. 

For the convenience of persons wishing to consult au- 
thorities or to investigate subjects, a table and chair have 
been provided. But it is impossible to make any arrange- 
ments like those of a reading-room in our present quarters. 
It would be much to the satisfaction of the Trustees if the 
Town would furnish the means to connect a reading-room 
with our library. To carry it on in its present state, an 
appropriation of Three hundred and seventy-five dollars 
($375.00) will be necessary. With $750.00 at our disposal 
we could add a reading-room. , 

Dr. Winsor’s term of office expires with the present year, 
and there will therefore be a vacancy in the Board of 
Trustees to be filled at the annual town meeting. 


A. CHAPIN, 
D. D. PATTEN, 
F. WINSOR. 


BY-LAWS 


OF THE : 


TOWN OF WINCHESTER 


Adopted November 4th, 1862. Approved by the Superior 
Court, January 10th, 1868. 


ARTICLE I. 
NOTIFICATIONS OF TOWN MEETINGS. 


Sec. 1.—A written or printed copy of every Warrant for 
a Town Meeting, attested by the officer or person to whom 
it is directed, shall be left at every dwelling-house in the 
town, four days at least before the time named in the war- 
rant for holding said meeting. 


ARTICLE II. 
ORDER OF PROCEEDINGS AT TOWN MEETINGS. 


Sec. 1.—When the Town Meeting is called to order, all 
persons present shall obey the call and sit down. The 
Town Clerk shall then read the Warrant by which the 
meeting was called. 

Sec. 2.—When the meeting has been duly organized, the 
presiding officer shall eall on any Clergyman present to 
open the meeting with prayer. After which the Moderator 
shall submit the articles contained in the Warrant to the 
action of the Town. ; 

Suc. 3.—The proceedings of the meeting. shall be gov- 
erned by those rules of order which prevail in deliberative 
assemblies. 
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Sec. 4.—Every question of order shall be decided by the 
Moderator, but an appeal from his decision may be made to 
the meeting, and such appeal shall be decided without 
debate. 

Sec. 5.—No person shall remain standing, except when 
casting his ballot, or when he addresses the Chair, un- 
covered. 

Sec. 6.—When called to order by the Moderator, the 
person speaking shall at once sit down, and remain seated 
until the point of order is decided. 

Sec. 7.—No one shall speak twice on any one subject, if 
any other citizen who has not,already spoken thereon shall 
desire to speak: nor shall any person speak more than 
twenty minutes at one time, except by a vote of permission. 

Sec. 8.—No vote shall be reconsidered, unless notice 
thereof be given within fifteen minutes of its passage, or 
unless two-thirds of those present shall assent thereto. 

Sec. 9.—When any Vote is declared, there shall be no 
noisy manifestation of either approbation or disapprobation. 


ARTICLE III. 
POLICE, AND POLICE REGULATIONS. 


Sec. 1.—The Selectmen shall appoint annually two or 
more Police Officers, whose special duty it shall be to see 
that these By-Laws are duly enforced, and who shall remain 
in office until others are appointed in their stead, subject to 
removal by the Selectmen. 

Sec. 2.—The Police Officers shall receive from the town 
such compensation as the Selectmen may deem reasonable. 


ARTICLE IV. 
FINANCIAL. 


Sec. 1.—The financial year shall begin with the first 
secular day of March, and end with the last secular day of 
February, in each and every year. 
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Sec. 2-—No money, except State and County Taxes, and 
principal and interest of legally authorized town notes, shall 
be paid from the town treasury without a warrant therefor 
signed by the major part of the Selectmen. 

Seo. 8.—All Taxes shall be assessed and committed to 
the Collector on or before the first day of July in each year, 
except valuation year, and in that year as early as may be. 

Seo. 4.—The Collector shall deliver all the Tax bills 
within fourteen days after such commitment. 

Sec. 5.—On the first secular day of cach month, the Col- 
lector shall pay over to the Treasurer of the Town all Taxes 
by him collected, except County Taxes, and shall, on or be- 
fore the first secular day of March, in each year, make up 
his annual account and render the same to the Selectmen. 

Sec. 6.—The Town Treasurer shall, on the first secular — 
day of March, annually, render to the Selectmen, in writing, 
‘a full account of all his receipts and disbursements for the 
financial year last past; and said account, together with the 
financial report of expenditures of the Town, shall be by 
them printed, and a copy thereof left at every dwelling in 
the Town, four days at least, before the annual Town 
Meeting, which meeting shall be held on the fourth Monday 
in March. 


ARTICLE V. 
MISCELLANEOUS. 


Sec. 1.—The Records of the Town, including the records 

of the proceedings of the Town Meetings, and of the Seleet- 
men, and the records of mortgages, and of births, marriages 
and deaths, shall be kept in a fire-proof safe. 
_ Sec. 2.—Every Officer of the Town, who shall wilfully 
neglect or violate any of these By-Laws, which relates to 
his official duty, shall be liable to a fine not exceeding 
twenty dollars. 
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The school year, now closed, has been one of quiet, steady 
and successful work. During a portion of the year the 
measles and scarlet fever have seriously affected the attend- 
ance of the children; with this exception the record would 
have been good, and the evidence of general industry and 
progress, notwithstanding the unavoidable interruption of 
these unbidden hindrances, is very satisfactory. 

No important modifications of our school methods or 
plans are to be recorded or explained in the history of the 
the year. | 

The Hill School, which was suspended at the time that 
its number of pupils was reduced to five, was re-opened in 
September last, and sixteen appear upon its register, of 
whom twelve may be regarded as residents. 

We have the same list of teachers as was reported last 
year, with the addition of the name of Miss A. M. Whit- 
ney, who was appointed to fill the vacancy in the Adams 


Primary, occasioned by the removal of Miss S. R. Wells to 
the charge of the Hill School, at its re-opening. 


PRESENT CONDITION OF THE SCHOOLS. 


Of the present condition of our schools, your Committee 
are happy to be able to say that the gains of previous years 
have been apparently well husbanded and increased; and 
that, by such standards as are ordinarily employed, ours 
may safely be said to hold high rank. 

In comparing attainments with our neighboring towns, it 
should be observed that we do not apply the designation of 
“Grammar School” as it is applied in most of them. With 
us it indicates a more advanced grade of pupils, and in- 
cludes only what would be designated as the upper classes 
of the Grammar School in the cities. Colburn’s Mental 
Arithmetic is required to be completed or nearly so, and 
Written Arithmetic, so far as to include Vulgar Fractions, 
is also required for admission to Grammar School rank with 
us, and our Intermediate Schools, consequently, correspond 
to the lower classes of the Grammar Schools in Boston, or 
to the sub-Grammar Schools of some other towns. 

The larger towns possess the evident advantage of group- 
ing into classes larger numbers of pupils of uniform traits 
and capacities, yet smaller towns, like this, are by no means 
without countervailing advantages. The class in the larger 
towns may be better composed for the purposes of drill, 
and for those accomplishments, which from their symetry 
and military precision under school work so pleasing to the 
eye, and so effective in some departments. Yet, in towns 
like this, there is a superior average capacity among the 
pupils as well as a superior average intelligence among the 
parents; and school success is less dependent upon the 
inilitary exactness of recitations; also more ample oppor- 
tunity exists for the teacher to instruct, as well as for the 
pupil to acquire a well rounded intelligence upon his topies 
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.of study. The grading of our schools, if not impeded by, 
the obstructions of the old District System, is as practica- 
ble as in the cities, and our pupils can be, and, with no very 
serious exceptions, are so grouped as to form effective and 
pleasant, schools; with relatively less of indolence and 
stupidity for the teachers to contend with, as well as better 
opportunity for that patient ploughing and general culture 
of the mental field, which is at once more natural and fruit- 
ful than the battering of the walls around it by the skillful 
engineering which city experts may be better able to dis- 
play. 

Your Committee have not been without some opportunity 
to compare the attainments and general culture of our 
schools with those of other towns, and are able to speak 
more confidently than we could otherwise, of our relative 
standing. We have, perhaps, no ground for boasting of 
their excellence when we estimate all the circumstances 
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concurring to their improvement, but we may certainly 
congratulate ourselves in the advantages which our schools 
command, the success which vindicates the practical wis- 
dom of our system of grading, the proportionate numbers 
of good scholars and the general standard of attainment. 

Our Public Schools are assuredly very creditable to the 
town, and can be confidently commended to strangers seek- 
ing a residence where their children may find superior ad- 
vantages. 

This, however, is not intended to indicate that we have 
reached a point of contentment, or that our schools may 
not or should not be.very much improved in the future. 


OUR HIGH SCHOOL 


course might and should properly be extended one year, and 

+; the studies arranged for four instead of three years,—an 
"arrangement your Committee would have made had it been 
practicable to collect a class for the fourth year. Ample 


_ provision for the requisite instruction of the advanced class 
is made; such a class is required to complete the curriculum 
of studies adopted by the best High Schools elsewhere ; 
such useful branches as the applied mathematics, or ele- 
ments of Trigonometry, Mensuration and Engineering, 
should be brought within the reach of the few who cannot 
resort to expensive special schools, and these with other 
considerations. combine to induce the extended course of 
study. But our nearness to Boston enables those who have 
the pecuniary means to pay the small cost of the ‘* scholars’ 
railroad tickets,” and moderate rates of tuition, to avail 
themselves of special schools of a high order, or the 
Normal and Training Schools; and this fact, in conjunction 
with the universal ambition of youth to ‘* graduate” at the 
earliest possible opportunity, and the less reprehensible fact 
that the services of the pupil are or seem to be indispensa- 
ble to the family support, has hitherto rendered it imprac- 
ticable to insist upon a four years course of study. With 
an increase of population, and an increased appreciation of 


the opportunities provided, we may reasonably expect to 


retain a larger proportion of our children in the more ex- 
tended course. 


OUR GRAMMAR SCHOOL 


is composed of three classes well prepared for the assigned 
course of study, and its success in its appropriate part of 
our system is very gratifying. It is outgrowing the capacity 
of the building. Your Committee have found it necessary 
to add thirty-six desks during the past year, and still 
further additions will be required during the present year, 
as the class to be admitted is larger than the class to be 
promoted to the High School. It is also apparent that an 
additional assistant teacher will be required. Without the 
excellent grading of its classes, it would have been impossi- 


ble for the teachers to have adequately instructed such num-— 


bers as have been in attendance during the past year. 
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THE INTERMEDIATE, 


or, as they might be elsewhere named, the Sub-Grammar 
Schools; contributed this year sixty-five pupils to the Gram- 
mar School, the greater portion of whom have been found 
both able and disposed to maintain a highly respectable rank 
in the Grammar School. It is a matter of much regret that 
five of our schools must, for the present, continue as 
‘¢mixed schools.” Those of the Intermediate rank require 
properly all the time and effort of the teacher to prepare 
them the most thoroughly for the Grammar School, while 
it is equally true that her time is all needed in the instruc- 
tion of the primary classes. The Rumford School should 
be now divided, and measures taken for an additional school 
room. ‘This will reduce the number of ‘* mixed schools” to 
four, including the Hill School. 

The three years work of the Intermediate, or Sub-Gram- 
mar Schools, should undoubtedly have better opportunity 
than its connection with the Primary work can permit; and 
this can be secured in our community only by a willingness 
upon the part of parents to send their children to an Inter- 
mediate school properly graded, irrespective of the increased 
distance from their dwellings. 


THE COURSE OF STUDY 


in our schools does not differ materially from that the most 
generally adopted in towns around us. A plan of study in 
which all educators, parents and children, should believe as 
an article of religious faith, would form a wondrous struc- 
ture; something like a garment exactly fitting great and 
small, straight and crooked alike. 

Your Committee would not assume to put forward any 
better defence of our plan, than that it is the one the most 
generally adopted, and especially that it is recommended by 


the practice, of those towns which are distinguished for their 
devotion to this greatest of public interests. 

Imperfections are to be expected, and their existence may 
be generously deplored. 

We submit, however, a few considerations, which may’ 
serve to opena field of thought and possibly of benefit to our 
schools, through a more general and thoughtful regard of 
their aims and methods. 

Among the questions most properly urged is that of the 
adaptation of the studies to the actual capacity of the pupils. 

That our course of study is not too exacting may be, per- 
haps, fairly inferred from the fact that many of our children 
can, and do, attain advance rank; that is, pass from the 
Third to the Second, or from the Second to the First classes, 
without loss of any important portion of the work assigned 
to all. Some of the best scholars in the advanced classes 
are those who have thus doubled their work. Yet such 
precocious instances are insuflicient proofs that the plan of 
study is justly fitted to the wants and powers of the mass. 
. The tempering of school work to capacity and working 
ability, it need not be insisted, is a very nice and very dif_i- 
cult task. If a ‘* royal road” were possible to a very lim- 
ited class, and a few might reach a well-ripened education, 
with greater economy of time, less peril to health, and a 
more generous culture of heart, the road will be found ut- 
terly impracticable for the many. 


THE PROMINENCE OF MATHEMATICAL STUDIES, 


as emphatically the work of the schools, supplying the chief 
tests of scholarship and rules for grading, would seem to 
be inevitable ; yet in some.respects, and especially in some 
instances, it is to be deplored. | 

The question, so much debated between the Universities 
of Cambridge and Oxford, as to the relative value of the 
mathematics in a plan of study, has already outlasted the 


desideratum of perpetual motion. It is not simply a ques- 
tion of the superiority of the mathematics for training the 
mind to method, accuracy and skill in analysis ; but whether 
other studies may not, if pursued with similar persistence,. 
approximate the mathematics, in the benefits named, at the 
same time that they might more naturally and more effec- 
tively improve the power of observation, intensify atten- 
tion, and supply more nutriment to the growing mind. 

Arithmetic will doubtless continue to be, as it has been, 
the leading study of the Intermediate and Grammar Schools, 
but to what extent should it so overshadow other studies? 
And as the “high pressure,” of which we hear so much and 
such indignant condemnation, is chiefly exhibited in the 
arithmetical drills, reviews and test examinations, it becomes 
a grave question whether the labor thus imposed upon the 
child is not of less relative importance to the actual culture 
of his mind, at the same time that it involves sacrifices too 
great to be disregarded. 

It is doubtless true, however, that the “ forcing process,” 
as it is not inaptly termed, and which is so justly repro- 
bated, does not so much consist in the amount of work 
pressed upon the child’s brain, as in the conditions of the 
work. ‘The monotonous drill through which the child ac- 
quires its skill in mathematical gymnastics is, of necessity, 
wearing and exhausting, from the exactitude of the forms 
and repetitions involved. The true source of the exhaustion 
and the “ overwork” deplored, is more likely to be found in 
the manner than in the matter of the study. 

One of the simplest tasks imposed upon a mechanic, one 
involving very little brain force, is the turning of the steel 
spindles used in cotton mills. -The taper and all the dimen- 
sions of the spindle are determined to a hair’s breadth by 
the machinery ; and the sole occupation of the turner con- 
sists in inserting the steel rod, watching the self-adjusting 
Jathe and removing the completed spindle. And yet it is 
said to be the most exhausting work of the machine shop. 
Mechanics seldom endure this occupation longer than two 
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or three years witnout prostration of health; the mind suf- 
fering quite as much as the body. 

It is not the amount of brain work, but the conditions of 
it which are so disastrous. It is brain work without study 
which much of the execrated “high pressure” involves. 
The thing demanded is constant, dragging attention, weari- 
some and unrelieved by recreating brain work, which can 
be more properly termed study. 

This “ forcing process ” with its machinery for the produe- 
tion of precisely uniform spindles, is doubtless aggravated 
by the demand of school committees for the article finished 
to order, for the next higher grade of schools; and is to be 
regarded as an evil, in part incident to the more perfec- 
grading of the schools. Yet the blemish should not be 
confounded with the statue it may chance to deface. 

The usefulness of arithmetic in active life is at once sug- 
gested in justification of its. prominence in our school 
studies. Readiness in computing numbers and the mysteries 
of percentage have a palpable value in every one’s estima- 
tion; and should most certainly be so well acquired as to 
fit the pupil to-comprehend the applications of arithmetic 
to the various kinds of business transactions ; the exigencies 
of which, however, can be anticipated only, if at all, in 
what are called “business colleges,” or special schools of 
training for particular occupations. We should not depre- 
ciate the positive value of the mathematics, either in regard 
to its usefulness as a preparation for business, or its dis- 
tinctive power to “ discipline” the mind; yet we may well 
ask, is it the chief end of education to produce skill in the 
manipulation of numbers ? 

Of the higher Mathematics, as they are denominated, 
(Algebra and Geometry, and their applications to the Res- 
olution of Forces, or the phenomena of Form and Motion 
in nature,) it may be said that they are indispensible to a 
complete education,—to any just comprehension of the order 
and beauty of the external world,—or even to that patient, 
laborious art-culture, which the many will always require to 


bring them to the appreciation even of the work of the few 
whose marvelous intuitions constitute the miracles of Gen- 
ius. But the discipline and the expanding power of Algebra 
and Geometry, are not to be affirmed of the mere appli- 
cations of Arithmetic to business forms. The period of 
childhood, during which the mind is so assiduously trained 
to intricate combinations of Numbers, is the period for the 
acquisition of facts rather than for the dialectics of reason- 
ing skill. This is predetermined by Nature, and the educa- 
tor should recognize the law which he is so tempted to abuse 
by the exigencies of his symmetrical system of grading. 
The superior convenience of arithmetical tests is but a poor 
argument for omissions, in respect to the natural wants and 
capacities of the child. It is not the passing of examina- 
tions in *‘ figures” which constitutes the grand work to be 
done for the child in the Primary and Grammar schools. 

The growing apprehension of the evils incident to the 
limitation of the Teacher’s work to special preparation for 
these examinations, is apparent in the multiplied remor- 
strances which are now heard on all sides, against the perils 
to body and mind which are thus involved in our modern 
school methods, as well as against the practical exclusion of 
a class of studies relating more directly and naturally to a 
knowledge of the objects around one, and especially to a 
class of studies fitted to give the child language, accuracy 
and force of expression, recognizing the significance of the 
line, 

‘** Our thoughts unravel passing o’er the tongue.” 


LANGUAGE. 


The argument of the proposition that the study of Latin 
is only a waste of time, for the reason that no use will be 
made of that language in practical life, will apply to many 
of the other branches of study, and strikes at all culture in 
matters not necessarily connected with a predetermined 
course of active life. Whatever objection may be justly 
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sustained against the devotion of so much time in the High 
School to Latin, this is by no means a sufficient one. Were 
it not that the study of Latin is to be regarded merely as 
the study of language, and as perhaps the most convenient, 
or as having the best prepared methods for easy, progres- 
sive and enduring acquisition in the language in which we 
must speak and write and think during our lifetime, it 
would be doubtless quite impracticable to defend its contin- 
uance in our curriculum, against so many popular objec- 
tions ; especially as so many new fields are opened by our 
enthusiastic students in Natural Science. 

If it be assumed, as most assuredly it may, that language, 
our own as well as any other, can only pe mastered for its 
best practical uses, through long and minute attention to the 
general principles of grammar; that the comparison of lan- 
guages is as essential to the generalizations which form the 
only stepping stones to a consistent and enduring knowledge 
of language, as are the grouping of the natural phenomena, 
and similar generalization, to any proficiency in natural sci- 
ence ; it would seem to follow that the study of some lan- 
guage besides our vernacular ought to belong to every well- 
arranged couse of study. While in search for such a lan- 
guage, for that which is the best as a model, and which af- 
fords the best assistances for the teacher’s work, the Latin 
continues to assert its claims, notwithstanding centuries 
have now passed since it ceased to be the only practicable 
written language of civilization. 

Were it not that every lesson in Latin is a valuable von 
son in English, the zeal for its continuance in the High 
School course, would be bereft of its courage. 

The question may fairly be urged, whether the German, 
approximating the Latin closely in many of its excel- 
Jences of structure, and containing so largely the roots of 
the English, might not be substituted, and thus combine 
the general aims of the study of language with an acquisi- 
tion, practically useful, in our intercourse with very large 
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numbers of our own citizens, as well as in the actual exi- 
gencies, every year increasing, of commerce and travel. 

A short study of a language, it is urged, is comparatively 
useless, unless upon the principle of finding something for 
idle minds to do, and of extracting from the engagement 
the simple benefit of systematic mental activity ; and time 
is too precious to be thus consumed. But it may, with 
equal propriety, be said time is too precious to allow any 
pupil to be deprived of any portion of his proper educa- 
tion in language. Two thirds of the time now devoted to 
the acquisition of the names of all the rivers, bays, gulphs, 
‘capes, islands, &c., of Asia and Africa, together with the 
mechanical routine of drills for examinations, if from the 
age of nine to fifteen it' could be devoted to Language, 
would build up a scholarship more worthy the designation 
of Education,—would-give breadth to thought, clearness and 
force of expression, quicken observation, and supply better 
material for the constant growth of the mind, a hundred 
fold, than the accomplishment of retaining in the memory 
for two or three years possibly such masses of utterly un- 
interesting, uninstructive, and simply burdensome matter, 
us the poor child has to carry to make his record good, 
from term to term, in his ordinary school course. 

It is not merely Language which justly claims some bet- 
ter proportion of the time and effort of a twelve years (or 
of a nine years) ‘course in our public schools. The ele- 
mentary matters of those branches of knowledge which the 
child, properly initiated, will never cease to pursue, with 
more or less of scholarly force through life, should reccive 
iucreased attention. Instruction which will give practical 
method to the study of Nature, and quicken observation in 
regard to phenomena the niost familiar, is not only of evi- 
dent value in itself, and as an introduction to exhaustless 
fields of perpetual study, but it has this golden merit, that 
it is in perfect harmony with the order of mental develop- 
ment which Nature has prescribed. 
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To understand things every day visible, causes of phenom- 
ena which excite the child’s curiosity the most forcibly, to 
acquire accurate and intelligible names of objects, to inquire 
‘« what is this?” and ‘* why is it so?” is the impulse of the 
child, and an impulse which should not be overborne by 4 
course of study too artificial, or too abstract. 

Whatever the moral status of the child may be, theolegss 
cally considered, his mental constitution for the acquisition 
of knowledge is by no means so depraved as to require 
school systems to do continual battle with ‘Old Adam.” 
Here the «* Adam” is a fact not pardonably to be ignored, 
or to be disrespected. 

The earlier ages of our pupils should be furnished with 
more instruction, and burdened with less monotonous and 
wearisome drill, either in abstractions or uninteresting and 
hardly profitable tasks of memory. 


DRAWING. 


The introduction of Drawing in our schools, and its re- 
quirement, by the side of the branches heretofore required 
by our statutes, is an important advance in the right direc- 
tion. As the end of the art is not the mere making of pic- 
tures, or a dissipating accomplishment, infringing upon 
valuable time required for sterner mental labor, drawing is 
not to be ranked with the mere graces of a fashionable 
finishing school. 

It is but another form of writing, differing from the Art 
of Penmanship chiefly in its range of useful application, and 
the training of the mind for wider fields of useful knowledge. 
A form becomes sure and reliable mental property when the 
hand is able to reproduce it. The accuracy of observation — 
which drawing alone can most successfully cultivate, is, of 
the highest practical value; and with accuracy of observa- 
tion is almost necessarily associated accuracy of language 
in description; indeed the clearness of thought and power 
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of discrimination which marks the man of ‘* powerful mind,” 
rest primarily upon accuracy of observation. He who 
observes well, will think and speak well. 

We have made a beginning with this branch in our schools, 
adopting the system of Louis Bail. During the coming 
year it will be necessary to supply the schools with charts 
and apparatus pertaining to an effective system of instruc- 
tion. Your Committee judged it advisable to attempt meth- 
odical instruction first in the Grammar School, to secure 
better practical acquaintance with the conditions of the work, 
before the course should be definitively prescribed for the 
Intermediate and Primary schools. 

The results of the work under Mr. Sanborn’s direction 
are satisfactory, 2n1 the Committee propose to adopt the 
methods he has illustrated in the inferior schools. 


MUSIC. 


This branch of study is now fairly installed in our school 
course, and the results of the intelligent and indefatigable 
labors of Prof. Johnson, (with the hearty co-operation of 
the several teachers,) afford us matter of genuine congeatu- 
lation. 

In this branch the pupils are now graded as in every 
other, and the same motives to proficiency are employed 
in Arithmetic or Geography ,—equivalent test exercises be- . 
ing employed. , 

Your Committee are not aware that any town has accom- 
plished so much as our own in this regard. With musical 
instruments now in every school-room, and regular instruc- 
tion in the elements of written music, and the formation of 
classes upon the same scale of capacity and attainment 
which is applied to the alphabet and progressive reading of 
the English language, the greater difficulties are successfully 
overcome, and we may now confidently expect the same 
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general education in written music, which has been so much 
admired in the schools of Prussia. ; 

The test examination in the Grammar School exhibited 
a degree of proficiency which surprised, as well as gratified, 
spectators of unusual musical culture. 

As with the branch of Drawing, so with Music, the value 
of the ability is not to be measured by the results visible or 
audible,—or by the mere singing of tunes. . 

The relations of music to mental and moral culture are 
sufficiently obvious to the thoughtful. Its physical benefit 
in schools, as recreation from other studies, is also an im- 
portant consideration. The interspersion of music and 
gymnastics, at intervals of close mental application, is read- 
ily recognized as an important sanitary device; the one 
supplementing the other in the training of the voice and ex- 
panding the chest. 

Moreover, Rythm, as an element of meatal discipline, is 
something like a counterpart of the relation of order, to all 
the most valuable accomplishments ; with this additional vir- 
tue that it renders order pleasing and inspiring. It is an 
economy of force in mental application upon the principle 
of the recuperation of the energy of the wearied and foot- 
sore boys in the story, who, when mounted upon sticks for 
horses, were able to caper and outrun their father. 

The assiduous labor involved in bringing this branch to 
its present attitude, will be appreciated when the citizens 
shall have comprehended the fact that every child, without 
exception, in the Primary and Intermediate Schools has 
been instructed in the elements of written music during the 
past year, his capacity and attainment carefully noted, his 
grade determined, and the instruction adjusted to his needs.’ 
The sixth or highest grade, embracing those who can sing 
ordinary tunes at sight, has been reached in the Washington 
and Gifford Schools. 
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HISTORY, 


_as a branch of study in our school course, requires doubtless 
increased attention. Our reading books embrace interest- 
ing and beautiful selections of literature—a great variety 
of rhetorical and poetical excellencies, and for many years 
the children are drilled in them to make them good readers. 
Might not a good proportion of this time be economized for 
the acquisition of the History of our own country and State, 
without sacrifice of the art of reading? The time for ac- . 
quaintance with Literature, the formation of taste from the 
study of choice selections, would seem to belong to a later 
period of the child’s progress, while for the benefits of in- 
struction in History one can be scarcely too young. 

But we are not furnished with the proper books devoted 
to substantial history, and adapted to the methods of the 
school-room. 

Peter Parley’s shadow is of more tangible value to a child 
than most of the authors, who (with their enterprising pub- 
lishers) have superceded him in writing history for children. 
History for children differs indeed from that for adults as 
the drama does from its rhetorical equivalent in an epic 
poem, or as a spirited picture does from a logical analysis 
of its parts, and their framing into books for the Library. 
Such an adjustment of the material facts in our own history, 
as may supply the child with pictorial representation, and 
simple, impressive description, in accordance with his eager 
appetite for ‘‘ stories,” is certainly possible. And it is 
equally possible to form of this reading good disciplinary 
exercise in the art of reading. If this economy were prac- 
ticed, our pupils might acquire a knowledge of history as 
well as the German pupils of like age, in whom this attain- 
ment is so conspicuous. Certainly our pupils should not 
complete their school days with so little knowledge of our 
own country. 

‘The practice of daily reading in U. 8. History, as a elass 
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exercise, with accompanying oral instruction from the 
teacher, has been introduced recently in our Grammar 
School. Of the results it is too early now to speak. 

The foregoing observations do not assume to be diseus- 
sions of the matters involved, or even properly digested 
criticism. Their purpose will have been fulfilled if they 
supply topics of thought and assist inquiry into the course 
of training which our Public Schools supply. Many of the 
changes made are necessarily experimental, and experiment 
is essential to effective improvement in all matters. Too 
frequent and inconsiderate experiments are baneful assur- 
edly, yet he who would advance or attain a better use of his 
powers, must necessarily try what has been hitherto untried. 

No public interest of equal magnitude can engage our 
thoughts, or impress us with such intense solicitude. 

Aside from the unspeakably important consideration of 
the moral culture of our children, let us be impressed with 
the importance of improving the period of simple, genuine 
curiosity and wonder ; bearing in mind that as age advances, 
this avidity of the child for knowledge dies away into insen- 
sibility to what is wonderful in Nature or Art,—that there is 
a time when the mysteries of the field and forest, of the sea 
and sky, have overwhelming power over the soul, and after 
it a time when, with the ignorant, a virtue is made of indif- 
ference to the magnitude and glory of natural phenomena,— 
when conscious deficiency, combined with an impulse to 
brave the world, resorts to ridicule and senseless jesting 
before the accusations of neglected or misdirected oppor- 
tunities ; the brusque expression of unconcern being consid- 
ered manly, although it may be as shallow as whistling on 
dark and perilous roads. 

Parents should converse much with their children upon 
the topics of their school studies. The kind of interest 
thus begotten in the child is, as a rule, of more value than 
that which is imparted by the formal instructions of the 
teacher. The parent can hold more protracted and _ less 
technical discourse than the teacher. The child is freer to 


devote his thoughts upon the topics, is less influenced and 
eramped hy motives of mere competition or by his liability 
to the formidable criticism of his class-mates, or the marking 
of his errors by the teacher. His soul opens to the parent 
as it does not to the teacher. And if, in this, the child be- 
comes teacher to his parents, so much the better for both. 
The teaching of a little child is next to that of pure Nature 
in relative value, and his own ideas can in no other way 
become so permanently clear and efficient, as by their ar- 
rangement for the instruction of others. 

The work of the year before us will require still more 
liberal appropriations than have been made in the past, but 
our citizens have already learned that this giving does not 
impoverish pecuniarily, and that withholding does not en. 
rich. | 

The more liberal the taxation for the support of good 
schools, the lighter will be the taxation, in such a community 
as ours, for other essential public interests. Such schools, 
more than any other inducement, invite strangers with in- 
teresting families and taxable estate. For the conviction is 
becoming more and more general, that no private schools 
are to be preferred for the systematic and effective educa- 
tion of children, to the well graded and firmly sustained 
public schools. 


PRUDENTIAL COMMITTEE’S REPORT. 


The Selectmen, in rendering their financial accounts, have 
given in detail the expenditures for the schools and school- 
houses. It is proper that the Prudential Committee, who 
has the control of the school appropriations, should not 
merely give account of his doings, but should present at 
least a brief formula, or balance sheet, representing the 
outlays. The account of the schools with the town stands 
thus :—_ 


Dr. 


For Teachers salaries, including 


Singing, $6,950 50 
Care of school-houses, 295 10 
Washing 6 47 20 
Coal, and putting in, 490 50 
Wood, 72. 62 
Sawing, 40 17 
Incidentals, 1,440 54 
Total expenditures, | $9,336 53 
Cr. 
By Town appropriation, 9,000 00° 
State School Fund, 254 41 
Totat receipts, $9,254 41 


Overrun, ‘ 82 12 
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It is thus seen that the expenditures have exceeded the 
receipts by $82 12. The excess, however, is not su large 
as was feared by the Committee. Unavoidable outlays have 
conduced to it—prominently the furnishing of a room in the 
Grammar School House, with desks and chairs—necessi- 
tated by the large increase of scholars. Musical instruments 
have also been placed in the school-houses, not before sup- 
plied, and among them a piano, much needed, has been put 
in the High School—a good instrument, offered at a low 
price, having favored the measure. Reference to the re- 
port of the Selectmen will show the items and their prices. 


APPROPRIATIONS NEEDED. 


For the use of the schools the current year, the Commit- 
tee ask for an appropriation of $10,000. This request 
is based on the still larger expenditures required by the 
increased number of children in our schools. The number 
in town between 5 and 15 is about 609. The large class to 
enter the Grammar School in the summer, will necessitate 
additional furniture and another assistant teacher. So soon 
as accommodations are provided for another school in the 
Rumford District, another teacher will also be needed there. 
We have already raised the salaries of most of the teachers, 
now employed, to make them conform more nearly to their 
deserts, and to the wages paid in towns around us. Sing- 
ing charts must be provided for all of the elementary 
schools, a school house should be painted and one or two 
new floors laid. Along with these contingencies the am- 
ount to be received from the State will be much less than 
the past year. The foregoing, we think are satisfactory 
reasons for asking the additional amouut. 


NEW SCHOvUL HOUSE. 


The time has at length arrived when the increased popu- 
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lation in the Rumford and Adams Districts require addi- 
tional accommodations for the children. The present num- 
ber are more than can be comfortably seated, or cared for. 
A new school house is at once needed, and we would rec- 
ommend that an approprition be made and a building com- 
mittee chosen to carry the measure into effect. For build- 
ing, furniture and fence the sum of $3,000, will probably 
be required. 


SCHOOL BOOKS TO BE SUPPLIED TO 
DELINQUENTS. 


It has been customary for the school committee to supply 
school books to such scholars as were poor and unable to 
procure them for themselves. There is, however, much 
delinquency among those able to purchase them. Children 
often go to school week after week and even month after 
month depending on borrowing from others. The impor- 
tunities and commands of teachers are ineffectual to correct 
the evil. The parents are sometimes in fault, sometimes 
the children. The evil is frequently serious, and we have 
cast about us, how to remove it. Fortunately the law 
comes to our aid. Among the statutes relating to the 
public schools are the following :— 


Cuap. 38. Sec. 30. If any scholar is not furnished by 
his parent, master or guardian, with the requisite books, he 
shall be supplied therewith by the school committee at the 
expense of the town. 

Sec. 31. The school Committee shall give notice, in 
writing, to the assessors of the town, of the names of the 
scholars supplied with books under the preceding section, 
of the books so furnished, the prices thereof, and the 
names of the parents, masters or guardians, who ought to 
have supplied the same. ‘The assessors shall add the prices 
of the books to the next annual tax of such parents, mas- 
ters or guardians ; and the amount so added shall be levied, 
collected, and paid into the town treasury, in the same man- 
ner as the town taxes. 
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Sec. 32. If the assessors are of opinion that any parent, 
master or guardian is unable to pay the whole expense of 
the books so supplied on his account, they shall omit to add 
the price of such books, or shall add only a part thereof, to 
his annual tax, according to their opinion of his ability to 


Pay 

In accordance with the authority thus delegated, the com- 
mittee have instructed the teachers to furnish such scholars 
as are persistently delinquent in getting supplied, and have 
them charged to the town; the payment to be secured ’in 
the method provided by law. Such a recourse ought never 
to be necessary, and it is to be hoped that the notice here 
given will prove sufficient as a correction of the evil. 

Mr. Cooke’s term of office now expires, and it becomes 
necessary to re-elect him or choose a substitute. 


CHILDREN’S ROLL OF HONOR. 
WASHINGTON SCHOOL. 


Neither absent nor tardy during the year—Luther Holton, 
George W. Shattuck. 

Not absent for two terms—Annie Rk. Bell, Ellen C. 
Holton, Edward Onion, Parker Shattuck. 


RUMFORD 


Neither absent nor tardy during the year—Frank J. 
Taylor, John Challis, Annie B. McIntosh, Isabella Beattie. 
_ Tardy once—Aunie Beattie. 

Absent one-half day—Granville Richardson. 


MYSTIC. 
Absent one day—Harry Wellington. 


Absent one day tardy once.—John Fowler. 
Absent two days— Mary Harrigan. 
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ADAMS {NTERMEDIATE. 
Neither absent nor tardy during the year—Sarah MeNeill. 
GIEFORD PRIMARY. 


Neither absent nor tardy during the year—Celia Me- 
Craven. 
Absent two days—Celista A. Cutting. 


. GIFFORD INTERMEDIATE, 


Neither absent nor tardy during the year—Nellie Joy, 
Lena Brickett, Cora Quimby, Abbie Mead, Abbie Greeley, 
Ellen Robinson, Charles Sleeper, James McCraven. 

Tardy once—Kittie Ham, Georgia Stone. 


WYMAN. 


Neither absent nor tardy during the year—Charlie Pur- 
rington. . 

Neither absent nor tardy during two terms—Fred. Butters, 
Frankie Swan. 


GRAMMAR SCHOOL, 


Neither absent nor tardy during the year—Nellie Cutting, 
Jennie R, Stone, Sarah S. Challis, George H. Thyng, Em- 
ma F. Dwinell, Martha G. Mason, Estella F. Quimby, 
Flora 5S. Quimby, Mary 8S. Chaffee, Fannie Ayer, David 
Fitzgerald, Mary Carter, Henry Holland, Harry M. 
Symmes, Hugene Perry, George Greeley, Charles Symmes, 
Lora Richardson, Walter Purrington, Martha Houston. 

Not absent, tardy once—Fred. M. Whitney, Herbert — 
Shattuck. 

Absent athals day—George A. Weld, Newton A. 
Knapp, Jennie M. Elliott. | 


. 
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Absent one day—Nellie Ripley, Timothy Moyuihan, 
Hattie F. Ripley, Sammie Symmes, Frank Chase. 


HIGH SCHOOL. 


Neither absent nor tardy during the past ten years—Miss 
Carrie Holton. 

Neither absent nor tardy during the year—Misses H. R. 
Buxton, A. R. Herrick, E. M. Bell, E. C. Richardson, 
Julia Challis, J. LL. Hamlin. Masters J. H. Houston, F. 
M..White, G. H. Chapman, E. 8. Swan. . 

Not absent, tardy once—Miss L. F. Follansbee. Masters 
C. F. Cate, J. F. Holland, E. A. Robinson. 

It is worthy of remark that many pupils have been de- 
tained from prompt attendance, only by severe sickness. 
Their merit should be recognized fully on the Roll of Hon- 
or. But from the difficulty of ascertaining their names at 
the date of writing this report, the Committee are unable to 
give them this public and just notice. 


CLASS GRADUATED 1870. 


Misses E. C. Long, E. J. Quimby, L. A. Stone, C. B. 
Symmes, A. M. Whitney. 

While the number graduating is small, we find by com- 
parison of town reports, that we have as large a percentage 
of pupils in the High School, and as many graduates in 
proportion to the numbers in the High School as any of the 
towns aroundus. | 

As no material changes have been made in our course of 
studies in the several departments, we think it unneces- 
sary to reprint the schedule. 


SCHOOL TABLE. 


SUHOOLS 
AND 


TEACHERS. 


: 


High School. 
Dana D. Patten, 
Ama Ward, 


Grammar School. 
Jacob O. Sanborn 
Lizzie E. Marston. 


Gifford Intermediate. 


Abby F. Jolinson, 
Georgia V. Senter. 


Gifford Primary. 


Mary A. Wadleigh. 


Mystic. ' 
Abby M. Johnson. 


Wiuman. 
Ellen A. Swan. 
Abby F Jolinson. 


Hill. 
Sarah R. Wells. 


Rumford. 
Georgia V. Senter, 
Ellen A, Swan. 


Washington. 
Sophia A. Holmes. 


Adams Intermediate. 
Dollie M. Taylor. 


Adams Primary. 
Sarah R. Wells, 
Addie M. Whitney. 


o 


2 


‘Time in Months. 


z 
s 


32 


37 


Wages per Month. 


ist Term. 
; o 
(5) a 
3 by 
i 
32 | 31.18 
96 86.09 
36 27.10 
61 48.50 
47 52.69 
51. | 40.37 
51 46.15 
31 23.04 
40 | 29.34 
71 50.11 


ATTENDANCE. Fe 
s 
cal 
2d (erm. 3d Term. - 
& 
¢| & |s| & | & 
s| 5 |2t 3 |g 
4 a (ls - = 
44} 43.30 | 44] 41.94 38.80 
128} 121.00 | 134] 121.42 | 109.60.|1 
36 | 32.25 | 35 | 31.70 |* 30.35 
43 | 35.66 | 45 | 40.60 41.58 
39.| 33.60 | 35 | 26.50 | 30.92 © 
42 | 38.05 | 36 | 31.16 | 36.52 
11 | 10.58 | 16] 14.56 8.38 
51 48.35 | 54] 44.51 46.33 
36 | 27.06 | 33} 25.92 25.34 
42 | 37.59 | 39 | 28.64 31.85 
57 | 51.03 | 55 | 37.76 46.30 
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SCHOOL YEAR, 1871-72. 


Beains Marcu 7. 


HIGH AND GRAMMAR SCHOOLS. 
First Term begins March 7. 
ye ‘* ends June 30 (16 weeks). 
Ws *¢ recess May 20 to 29. 
Second Term begins Sept. 4. 
os *¢ ends Nov. 22 (12 weeks). 
Third Term begins Nov. 27. 
ee = sends Feb. 23 (12 weeks). 
es ‘© recess Dec. 23 to Jan. 1. 


ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS. 


First Term begins March 6. 


os ‘© ends June 16 (14 weeks). 
6 ** recess May 20 to 29. 
Second Term begins Sept. 4. 
. ** ends Nov. 17 (11 weeks). 


Third Term begins Nov. 27. 
“s ends Feb. 16 (11 weeks). 
6 ** recess Dec. 23 to Jan. 1. 


HOLIDAYS. 
Fast Day. 
Middlesex Teachers’ Association. 
June 17. | 
Washington’s Birthday. 
Respectfully submitted by the Committee. 
* GEO. COOKE, 
A. CHAPIN, 
J. C. JOHNSON. 
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FINANCIAL REPORT 
OF THE 


TOWN OF WINCHESTER 


FOR THE YEAR ENDING FEBRUARY 29TH, 1872. 


APPROPRIATIONS. 
Schools, $10,000 00 
Highways and Bridges, 8,000 00 
Poor and Incidentals, 7,000 O00 
Town Debt, 4,000 00 
Fire Department, 1,400 00 
_Library, 375 00 
Cemetery, 300 00 
Fish Committee, | 75 00 
$31,150 00 
DISBURSEMENTS. 


SCHOOLS. — TEACHERS’ WAGES. 


_D. D. Patten, High School, $1,590 00 
Ama H. Ward, ‘ “6 730 00 
J. O. Sanborn, Grammar School, 1,560 00 
L. E. Marston, 6 <6 200 00 
C. A. Weeks, 66 6 300 00 
EK. L. Eaton, ss 66 240 00 


Amount carried forward, | $4,020 00 
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Amount brought forward, — $4,620 00 


G. V. Senter, Gifford School, 399 96 
M. A. Wadleigh, <« 6 324 00 
Dollie M. Taylor, Adams School, 288 86 
C. B. Symmes, és us 70 00 
A. M. Whitney, A = 288 00 
S. A. Holmes, Washington School, 140 00 
S. M. Graham, 6 6 . 220 00 
A. F. Johnson, Wyman School, 360 00 
K. M. Andrews, Rumford School, 9 00 
A. M. Johnson, Mystie School, 360 00 
E. A. Swan, Rumford School, 140 00 
E. J. Quimby, ‘* se 236 00 
M. Gay, es 6 220 00 
S. R. Wells, Hill School, 208 00 
L. Warren, ‘* <6 70. 00 
J. C. Johnson, Teacher of Music, 200 00 

$8,153 82 


SCHOOL INCIDENTALS. 


R. G. Gladston, repairing stoves and furnaces, $25 25 
s blacking and cleaning stoves 

and funnel, 20 75 

< 1 coal hod, 1 25 

23 repairing bell, 35 

6 watering pot, 1.00; shovel, 25, 1 35 

he repairing pump and pump box, 4 25 

ss dippers, 89; wash bowls, 84, 1 73 

i funnel, grates and thimbles, 23 00 

as dust pan, 35 

E. Sanderson, floor brushes, 4 27 

“6 dusters, 9 03 

se “4 brooms, 2 10 


Amount carried forward, — $93 58 


. 4) 


Amount brought forward, $93 58 

K. Sanderson, floor mats, 5 50: 
ime 3 pails, 1 lock, 163° 

es dust-pan, 25c.; pitcher, $1.50, Ea gs: 

My glass, putty, brush, nails, screws, putty “ 

knife, locks, hasp, knobs, &c., 1 68 

s crockery, 0 70 

A. V. Weeks, brush, 0 48 
J. L. Hammett, charts, &c., Bl a 
Cyrus Butters, sawing wood, &c., 14 50 
Peleg Lawrence, do. do., 26 00 
James Campbell, books, 13 94 
Mrs. Harrington and others, washing school-houses, 53 40 
Express, 7 0 40 
Railroad tickets (Teachers’ Convention), 5 90 
A. P. Palmer, labor and stock—Tellurian stand, 66 81 
C. A. Clough, writing diplomas, High School, 4 00 
New England Lith. Co., ‘ for 4 - 12 96 
John $. Spooner, blanks and badges, ‘: 11.25 
Teachers—care of school houses, 308 60 
A. & J. Locke, rent of Hall, 28 00 
William O. Haskell & Son, chairs and settees, 29 65 
Alonzo Chapin, paid for books for prizes, 4 05 
bs s ke a High School, 1 50 

es Bx ‘¢ music, High Sch’l exhibition, 10 00 

sé $6 ‘¢ programmes, ae 7 00 

A af ‘¢ tuning and repairing piano, 3 50 

5 s* “Dell, 0 63 

Rs : ‘¢ —clean’g and care school houses, 5 00 

“é se «¢ blackboard dressing, 3 00 

£ es ‘¢ foot-scrapers, 0 75 

uy ag ‘¢ expressing, 2 00 

FS hf «¢ varnish’g desk & rep’g stove, 0 92 

6 6 paid Fitzgerald & Weld, services, pee 

6 6 ‘¢ Haskell, painter, 1 75 


Amount carried forward, $780 73 


Amount brought forward, 

Joseph L. Ross, desks, 
Stephen Nichols, labor on Grammar school-house, 
Frank B. Dodge, 1 eight-day clock, 

66N 66 4 bells, 
Morse & Co., coal, 
T. A. Thompson, wood, 
Joseph Stone, A, 
J. A. Tufts’ express, 


S. B. White, chain pump, &c., Washington School, 


Gilman, Pope & Co., stone surface, 
L. W. Mason, music charts, 

Mason & Hanlin, organ, 

G. W. Pollock, office chairs, 

J. B. Chisholm, printing school hace 
Bill, Nichols & Co., manuals, 

J. O. Sanborn, carpet erasers, 


ss “s speaker and singing books, 
“6 66 ink wells and covers, 

“6 6s table, 

Tt 6s keys, nails, &e., 


Joel Whitney, repairing globe, 

Hosea Dunbar, repairing plastering, 

A. E. Rowe & Co., bell slide, &c., 

G. W. Lee, curtains and fixtures, 

L. G. Cilley, for brushes, 

Wm. G. Chaffee, cleaning and repairing clocks, 


“6 ‘¢ repairing bell-wire, 
“< “6 for musie-stand, 
6 ‘© setting foot-scraper, &c., 


J. L. Hammett, pocket grade books, 

James Campbell, speakers, 

J. C. Stanton, Jr., pail and enn 

ones 66 teaming school furniture, 
Asa Fletcher, repairing erasers, &c., 


$780 
105 
11 


15 
7 
50 


i 
or 


— 
NWONFRrRrFOWWwWOrR KF OF RF KR Nw DO WN 


73 
00 


20 
00 
80 


25. 


00 


ee 


Amount carried forward, - $1,632705 


ee) 
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Amount brought forward, $1,632 55 
George P. Brown, paper for school committee, 1 00 
és 2 paid Winn’s express, 1 55 
6 a6 books & stationery, 29 52 
6 6 66 Tt Adams School, 10 08 
“6 ai! 6 6 Grammar ‘*. 2() 32 
“< wi A: cs Gifford abe Toy oF 
66 6 6 66 High 66 1 86 
es ‘6 es 4. Hill A UES: 
“6 66 is os Mystic ieee fs 
< 66 66 «© ~ Rumford <« 18 36 
66 ‘6 66 ‘6 Wyman ‘6 5 05 
66 66 ee . Washington‘* 6 26 
$1,785 69 


REPAIRS ON SCHOOL HOUSES—GROUNDS. 


Michael Flynn, setting trees, $25 00 
John Sullivan labor on grounds, 7 25 
L. A. Bruce, setting glass, 22 50 
A. D. Hunt, labor on grounds, 9 00 
Asa Fletcher, labor and stock, 110 69 
Stephen Nichols, labor at High and Gifford school 
houses, ; 4 00 
Walter Bates, concreting walks, High and Gram- : 
mar school houses, 320 25 
A. Chapin, trees and setting, 3 50 
Thomas Quigley, moving trees, 2 50 
$504 69 
ENLARGING anp FURNISHING RUMFORD SCHOOL 
HOUSE. 
Wm. McAdams, and Geo. Brodie trustee, for land, 300 00 
J. H. Tyler, services exam. title and making papers, 15 50 
Asa Fletcher, services, 20 00 
ag ts papers, 1 75 
Amount carried forward, $337 25 
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Amount brought forward, $337 25 
C. A. Clough, copying specifications, 1 50 
Gilman, Pope & Co., paints, 120 39 
5. R. Brookings, painting and graining, 86 61 
Horace Hatch, labor and stock, 2,566 25 
Cyrus Carpenter & Co., register, ‘ 3 00 
W. G. Shattuck, school desks, 433 09 
R.G Gladston, Stewart’s stove, 55 00 
A ‘¢ funnel, 29 90 
aS v6 thimble, Q 25 
6 es chain, hooks, and zinc, 1 86 
He cs coal hods, 2 50 
- $6 ‘¢ shovel and poker, 1 67 
oo 66 broom, 0 50 
6 66 feather duster, 1 37 
ee es dust brush, 0 42 
- es labor putting up funnel, 3 50 
J. W. Taylor, moving desks and wood, 6 90 
D. B. Winn, express on organ, desks and chairs, 8 75 
Mason and Hamlin, organ, 45 00 
$3,705 71 

HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES. 
A. V. Weeks for grain, 66 77 
L. G. Cilley, 6 1382 99 
E. Sanderson, < 127 24 
J.C. Stanton, Jr. ** 95 25 
Cutting & Hill, for hay, 151 86 
D. W. Locke, sé 31.3 
QO. J. Locke, 6 32 44 
F. H. Johnson, 6 4 00 
Warren Cutler, eash paid for straw, 14 88 
Cutting & Hill, ‘s ‘ 19 30 


Amount carried forward, $676 23 


Amount brought forward, 
Mrs. E. M. Mead, rent of stable, 
Cook, Rymes & Co., for picks, 
drills and bars, 
Joel Whitney, sharpening drills, 
Peter McNelly, shoeing horses, 


eé 66 


nV. iP; Robinson, shoeing horses, 


F. K. Grose, ss 6 


iy sharpening picks, bars and drills, 


ms repairing hames, 

roller and hooks, 
pole, 

pail, 

<4 sé axletree, 

carts and chains, 


bolts and chains, 


£s se cart, shovel and wheelbarrow, 


* one paving hammer, 


F. H. Johnson, for drag, 
W. Cutler, paid for drag plank, 

a as stable ‘* 
Nicholas Fitzgerald, as 
J. C. Whitcher & Co., és 
J. EK. Littlefield & Sons, ‘ 
Derry & Edwards, ¢ 
Cutting & Hill, plank and joists, 
John Swan, for locust posts, 
A. T. Todd, for logs, 
Clark & Smith, for sawing drag plank, 
Asa Fletcher, repairing cart, lumber, 


ce moving School-house fence, Mt. 


Vernon Street, 
A. P. Palmer, repairing fence, Main Street, 


Amount carried forward, 
2 


sharpening picks and repairing carts, 


$676 


bo Gt 
os 


sharpening and steeling picks, 


oo 
oO 


—_ 
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$1,087 


23 
48 
50 


75 
39 
75 
90 
50 
a) 
15 
25 
00 
50) 
30 
00 
70 
ayy) 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
87 
10 
00 
53 
50 
00 
25 
77 


00 
55 


07 


10 


Amount brought forward, $1,087 

A. Winn, horse, &c., 2 

James Boyd & Sons, cart harness, 50 

W. E. Peck, brown horse, 200 
George W. Richardson, for brick culvert, Mystic 

Avenue, ; 250 

E. Sanderson, for shovels, 9 

66 bit, 0 

6 axe and handle, 2 

6s powder, fuse and staple, 4 

6 6 <6 3 

‘6 rake, 0 

. grass seed, 0 

66 salve and twine, 0 

6s oil and nails, 1 

“6 lantern and oil, 1 

6 hammer, 1 

L. G. Cilley, for grass seed, 0 

6 currycomb and brush, 1 

66 nails, 1 

s liniment, 1 

6 pick handles, 1 

“6 lantern and oil, 3 

“< steel rake, 0 

6 salt, 0 

J. C. Stanton. Jr., for 4 lanterns, 5 

“6 oil, can and globe, 1 

“e shovel, 1 

66 soap, 0 

“ nails, 0 

A. V. Weeks, for nails, 0 

Wm. Read & Son, for powder and fuse, 6 

F. Winsor, for riding saddle, a 

L. A. Bruce, for painting carts, ‘1 

Warren Cutler, paid for trowel, 1 


Amount carried forward, $1,657 


O7 
00 
00 
00 


00 
52 
55 
05 
20 
60 
87 
90 
87 
77 
90 
10 
74 
40 
30 
00 
62 
50 
92 
65 
42 
15 
50 
80 
60 
60 
70 
00 
00 
00 


30 
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Amount brought forward, $1,657 
Warren Cutler, paid for lantern, 1 
8 a powder, 6 
66 66 2 horse-collars, 14 
= se repairing horse-collars, 1 
é = 2 wheelbarrows, 7 
6 a pail and nails, 2 
is rie painting scraper and sled, = 5 
6 $6 horse blanket, 2 
6 ss oil, 1 
66 és liniment, 2 
“6 “6 shavings, 1 
“ce 66 shoeing horse, 4 
D. B. Winn, express on picks and drills, 5 
J. R. Carter, survey of street, levels and plan of drain, 19 
J. C. Mason, labor horse and cart, 47 
W.S. York, building sewers, 785 
Ee brick culverts and edge stones, . 350 
Westies Dana, 500 brick, 1870, 4 
Chas. A. Clough, printing signs, ‘‘ Closed for repairs,” 0 
Mass. Brick Co., 1,500 brick, 18 
Stillman Pierce, labor on Pleasant street, 3 
Stephen Nichols, ‘* Mount Vernon street, 12 
First Baptist Society, damages in widening Mount 
Vernon street, 1,400 
J. F. Stone, iron bars and hammer, 5 
J. L. Roberts, iron fence and stone bridge, Main 
street, 150 
C. N. Hunt, labor setting fence, 10 
C. T. Derry and C. H. Edwards, building stone 
bridge. 3,130 
C. T. Derry and C. H. Edwards, extra expense 
by obstructions, 200 
C. T. Derry and C. H. Edwards, bill for clamps 
and clamping, 45 


00 


75 


00 


00 


Amount carried forward, $7,892 


81. 
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Amount brought forward, $7,892 81 
William Everett, land damages by County Com- 
missioners in 1868, 200 00 
Edward Frost, services as Engineer—plans, speci- 
fications, and estimate of stone bridge, 100 00 
Nicholas Fitzgerald, labor on Mystic Avenue, 9 00 
John S. Richardson, cedar posts, 3 00 
Warren Cutler, services, 7 1,100 CO 
te ‘¢ paid for labor, 3,209 55 
$12,514 36 
Cr. 
. By cash received of J. W. Taylor, $100 00 
, be for labor on Web- 
ster street, 250 00 
s és for manure, 24 00 
$4 6 for loam, 2 00 


“ ee A. Winn, for stone, 30 00 
“6 “6 Peter McNelly, for 


plank, 6 00 
6 “<6 J. KF. Stone, labor on 
‘* Black horse hill,” 42 00 
é co, F, W. Perry, labor on 
‘* Black horse hill,” 37 50 
“6 6 J. D. Sharon, labor on 
‘¢ Black horse hill,” 28 50 
520 00 
Balance, $11,994 36 
INCIDENTALS. 
Peter McNelly, bars for lock-up, $ 1 50 
A. & J. Locke, rent of Hall and Selectmens’ room, 200 00 
6 lighting and warming hall, 27 00 


4 Amount carried forward, $228 50 
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Amount brought forward, 

F. K. Grose, repairing hearse, 
G. W. Pollock, mattresses for lock-up, 
Arlington Gas Light Co., street lamps, 

cs 88 hall and room, 
M. R. Warren & Co., Assessors’ book, 
John L. Parker, printing Town reports, warrants, 

and Assessors’ notice, 
O. R. Still, dinners for Water Commissioners, 
A. Winn, hack 6 6 6 
J. D. Sharon, lighting street lamps, 

sé returns 28 deaths, 

J. M. Usher, advertising, 


New England Pipe Works, pipe posts, lanterns, &c. 


M. Oliver, paid for special police, 
James Ross, gas burners and labor, 
Decoration Committee, expenses, 
W. W. Lowe, ringing bell July 4th, 
C. A. Clough, writing for Assessors, 


S. F. Thompson, surveying School house lots, 1866, 


‘s $6 streets, 1870, 
F. A. Searle, printing tax bills, 
Stephen Cutter, for revenue stamps, 
R. G. Gladston, repairing Town clock, 


at repairing stove, Selectmens’ room, 


John Buxton, ringing and tolling bell, 2 years, 
$s: eare of Town clock, 

J. F. Stone, horse for Selectmen and Police, 

David Cronin, care of property at Whitney’s fire, 

C. H. Dupee, warning Town meetings, 


30 00 


George F. Morgan, list of conveyances for Assessors, 25 00 
A. Winn, horse for Assessors and School Committee, 14 50 


R. W. Hanson, horse, &e. 


Sweetser & Gardner, legal services in Everett case, 


4 00 
100 00 


Amount carried forward, $1,529 05 


14 


Amount brought forward, $1,529 

Joseph McConville, painting lamp posts and setting 
glass, 8 
J. C. Stanton, Jr., sundries, 4 
Telegraph, 0 
L. G. Cilley, horse for Selectmen, 7 
James Ross, repairing street lamps, 4 
F. H. Johnson, warning Town meetings, 20 
6 service as police, 25 
é cs *¢ extra July 3d, 4th, 5 
George P. Brown, care of Selectmen’s room, 30 

6 recording births, deaths and 

marriages, 33 
ss paper, 5.00; envelopes, 90, 5 
66 postage, 3.10; charcoal, 1.50, 4 
s thermometer, 0 
sé surveying concrete walks, 0 
<6 blank books, pencils, telegram, &e. 9 
6 paid printing dog licenses, 1 
C. H. Dupee, service as police, 25 
“< 6 6 extra July 3d, 4th, 5 
Morse & Co., coal, 6 
W. W. Lowe, tolling bell, : 1 
Mathew Oliver, police service, 178 
Joseph McConville, repairing flag staff and halyards, 8 
S. L. Fletcher, tolling bell, 4 


$1,917 


LAND FOR ENGINE HOUSE AND STABLE. 


Joseph B. McDonald and Joseph Symmes, land, $1,821 
Examining title and recording deed, 3 


$1,825 


00 


60 
65 


25 
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CEMETERY. 
Michael Fitzgerald, labor, ‘apes 1 fs 00 
Nicholas Fitzgerald, ‘* 4 50 
J. C. Stanton, Jr., hoe, grass-hook, &c., TG 
Horace Hatch, repairing fence and making sign- 
boards, 12 00 
$286 15 
LIBRARY. 
Stillman Fletcher, rent, 75 00 
James Campbell, books, 192 69° 
EK. A. Robinson, assistant librarian, 3 75 
E. W. Nichols, librarian, 40 50 
es covering books, 6 14 
Thomas Norman, book racks, 22 70 
J. W. Ripley, binding books, 10 67 
D. B. Winn, express, 1 13 
J. L. Parker, printing catalogues, 12 00 
G. W. Lee, book-holders, &c., 0 56 
L. G. Cilley, oil, chimney, and lamp bracket, 1 87 
J. W. Adams & Co., lamp bracket and shade, 1 75 
George P. Brown, mucilage, blank-book, and ink, 2 80 
oo 
371 58 
Cr. 

By cash received for fines, &c., 11 40 
Balance, $360 18 


FISH COMMITTEE. 


Amount paid F. Winsor, C. O. Billings, and ) 
M. Oliver, 75 00 


; 
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FIRE DEPARTMENT. 


Hunneman & Co., bill 1870, 
66 hose, &e., 
C. C. Hanley, labor and stock, 
A. V. Weeks, refreshments, 
C. H. Dupee, paid refreshments at fire, Whitney’s 
and Cummings’, 

C. H. Dupee, paid soda, oil, brooms, hatchet, &c., 
James Ross, hose, pipe, rope, acid, labor, &ce., 
J. A. Ross, lead pipe, pump, zine and labor, 
R. G. Gladston, repairing lantern, 

ce stove, funnel, grate and dippers, 
EK. Sanderson, sundries, | 
A. E. Rowe, keys, 
J. A. Shephard, paid Langley for teaming, 
Thayer, Babson & Co., acids, &c., 
Joel Whitney, labor and stock, 
L. F. Oliver, services as steward, 


J. A. Ross, “6 és 

J. A. Shephard, * 6 

Pay of ten members Chemical Department, 
‘¢ = fifty. _ As Excelsior 6 


G. W. Lee, curtains and fixtures, 
L. G. Cilley, horse, 
«¢ * — oil and chimneys, 
J. W. Adams & Co., hod and shovel, 
Peleg Lawrence, sawing wood, 
George P. Brown, chamois skins and sponge, 
J. C. Stanton, Jr., lanterns, lamp, bbls. and globe, 
A. E. Rowe & Co., keys, 
Morse & Co., coal and wood, 
F. Winsor, rent of house for chemical engine, 


pe Oe S&S eS OC Or 


Sc bo 
bo © 
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PAUPERS. 
Mrs. Joseph Foss, board J. A. Cram, 365 00 
ay clothing for ‘ es) 
J. Coholan, aid, 211 97 
Mrs. M. Connor Walker, board Mrs. Lindsay, 196 00 
Carney Hospital, care Luther Townsend, 100 00 
Stephen Cutter, aid to Ef 16 00 
J. H. Gustin, board, 6 44 00 
“ clothing, z 8 50 
y moving Townsend to Carney Hospital, 8 00 
.J. D. Sharon, coftin and burial Luther Townsend, 13 50 
Geo. P. Brown, medicine 66 0 10 
B. G. Sellea, rent of house 1870, 6 45 00 
Jacob Pierce, for wood ‘s 6 26 00 
_ Dr. F. Winsor, medical attendance, ** 16 50 
State Nautical School, board Benj. F. Townsend, 18 35 
A. V. Weeks, groceries for Mrs. Peter Young, 5 84 
2.°C. Stanton, Jr., * 6 3 43 
6 6 Mrs. Harrington, 3 065 
6 “6 Mrs. Noonan, 6 O07 
Dr. A. Chapin, medical attendance, Peter Young, 3 00 
se 66 Phebe Barnes, 5 00 
Dr. F. Winsor, 66 Mrs. Coholan, 1 50 
= { fs Peter Young, 3 00 
Matthew Oliver, moving T. Cannon to Tewksbury, 5 70 
Henry B. Payne, ‘* William Hansman ‘<< 4 05 
Morse & Co., wood and coal, J. Coholan, 24 7h 
is coal, Mrs. Harrington, 21 50 
J - « Mrs. Noonan, 15 50 
“6 ‘¢ Mrs. O’Brien, 5 00 
< ‘¢ Mrs. Sullivan, 5 00 
és. ss Mrs. Young, 5 50 
F. H. Johnson, aid to travelling paupers, 6 70 
Amount carried forward, $1,195 26 
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_ Amount brought forward, $1,195 26 
Matthew Oliver, aid to travelling paupers, 2 75 
J. F. Stone, 6 2 20 
House of Correction, balance due for board of Peter 

MeNelly, 3°32 
$1,203 53 


STATE AID. 


Cyrus Butters, $132 00 
Abigail Stratton, 48 00 
Frank O. Covelle, 48 00 
C. H. Moseley, 102 00 
George C. Lawrence, 89 00 
J. O. Williams, 90 00 
F. H. Phelps, 36 00 
Bridget Doherty, 80 00 
F. H. Mason, 28 00 

$653 00 


TOWN OFFICERS. 


J. F. Stone, Selectman, Surveyor, and Overseer 


of Poor, $150 00 
John C. Mason, ‘6 6 75 00 
-Daniel W. Locke, ‘* “6 75 00 
J. F. Stone, Assessor, 300 00 
Sumner Richardson, ‘‘ 213 50 
Josiah L. Smith, “6 91 00 
Stephen Cutter, Treasurer, 100 00 
Alonzo Chapin, School Committee, 100 00 
George Cooke, ‘ as 100 00 
J. C. Johnson, rT Tt 100 00 


Amount carried forward, $1,304 50 
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Amount brought forward, $1,304 50 

George P. Brown, Town Clerk, 50 00 
J. F. Stone, services enforcing liquor law, 50 00 
Mial Cushman, Collector, B1aC95 
$1,778 45 


TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS. 


School Teachers’ wages, 8,153 82 
School incidentals, 1,785 69 
Repairs on School-houses, 504 69 
Enlarging and furnishing Rumford School-house, 3,705 71 
Highways and bridges, 11,994 36 
Incidental expenses, 1,917 23 
Land for Engine-house and Stable, GMb ao 
Cemetery, 286 15 
Library, 360 18 
Fish Committee, 75 00 
Fire Department, 1,867 19 
Paupers, ‘ 1,203 53 
State aid, 653 00 
Town Officers, 1,778 45 

$36,110 00 


LIABILITIES OF THE TOWN. 


Wm. O. Edmonds, guardian, note dated June 
19th, 1863, 10 years, due June 19th, 1873, $6,300 00 
O. R. Clark, Tr., note dated April 1st, 1867, 3 


years, due April 1st, 1870, 1,200 00 
E. Sanderson, Tr., note dated Jan. 1st, 1868, 

on demand, 2,383 62 
Mrs. S. Sanderson, note dated April 11th, 1868, 

on demand, ? 500 00 


Amount carried forward, $10,383 62 
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Amount brought forward, $10,383 62 
Asa Fletcher, Guardian, note dated June 27th, 
1868, on demand, 600 00 
Miss M. Gowen, note dated July 6th, 1868, on 
demand, ) 1,650 00 
Benj. Dexter, note dated Sept. 19th, 1868, 4 ) 
years, due Sept. 19th, 1872, 2,500 00 
State of Mass., note dated Nov. 7th, 1868, 10 
years, due Noy. 7th, 1878, 5,000 00 
Josiah Walker, note dated Feb. 22d, 1869, 5 
years, due Feb. 22d, 1874, 1,800 00 
Stephen Cutter, note dated Nov. 26th, 1869, 3 . 
years, due Noy. 26th, 1872, 3,600 00 
Stephen Cutter, note dated Jan. 10th, 1870, 5 
years, due Jan. 10th, 1875, 6,000 00 
Blackstone Nat. Bank, note dated Dec. 14th, 
1871, 4 months, due April 17th, 1872, 3,000 00 
Blackstone Nat. Bank, note dated Feb. 15th, 
1872, 3 months, due May 18th, 1872, 2,000 00 


- 


$36,533 62 


STEPHEN CUTTER, Treasurer. 
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TOWN OF WINCHESTER IN ACCOUNT WITH MIAL 
CUSHMAN, Co.LuecTor. 


Ott. Dr. 
For amount paid County Tax, $1,485 91 
66 of Abatements, 1869, 15 00 
66 66 Pg tcr(ts 58 95 
66 6 1871, 540 58 
For Discounts on Taxes paid before Oct. 1, 1,585 85 
‘* amount paid Treasurer, 33,795 81 
66 ot uncollected Taxes, 1871, 104 63 
$37,536 73 

Cr. 

By Amount of Taxes committed, 37,295 26 
Re-assessed = ** 6 23 63 
Amount omitted in 1870, 2 00 

‘¢ unpaid Taxes 1869, 19 00 

“6 6 ‘* 1870, 143 57 
Interest collected, 53 27 
$37,536 73 


Mian Cusuman, Collector. 


VALUATION AND TAXES, 1871. 


Real Estate, $2,117,933 00 
Personal Estate, 1,286,693 00 


3,404,626 00 
Number of Polls, 772. 


Rate of taxation, $10.50 on $1,000. 


State tax, 3,650 00 
County tax, 1,485 91 
Town tax, 31,150 00 
Overlayings, 1,009 35 


$37,295 26 


~ 


23 


Number of dwelling houses taxed, 4672. 
6 acres of land taxed, 3,5697. 


ESTIMATED VALUE OF TOWN PROPERTY. 


High School House, land and fixtures, $20,000 
Grammar  ‘ 6 6 18,000 
Gifford |. *§ 66 6 4,000 
Adams as . A 1,800 
Rumford “6 66 “6 4,500 
Wyman “6 ‘6 66 1,800 
Mystic es e a 1,500 
Washington ‘< A Ls 1,500 
Hill “ 6 “<6 1,000 
Engine house and land, 2,500 
Hand engine, 1,200 
Hose and Hose carriages, 1,000 
Furniture and Chemicals, 300 
Chemical engine, 800 
Gravel bank, 300 
Land for Common, 15,000 
Land for Engine house and stable, 1,850 
Horses, carts, tools and lumber, Highway De- 
partment, 975 
Due from State, for State aid, 600 
Cash in the hands of the Treasurer, 294 


$78,919 


00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 


00 
00 
00 


00 
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The statistics of Births, Marriages, and Deaths, in the 
Town of Winchester, for the year 1871, are as follows, 


Viz: 


BIRTHS. 
Whole number of births registered in 1871, 
Males, 
Females, 


NATIVITY OF PARENTS. 


Of American parents, 
‘¢ Foreign A 
‘* American and foreign parents, 


MARRIAGES. 


Whole number of marriages registered in 1871, 
Of males, American born, 
‘¢ females, 66 
‘¢ males, foreign born 
‘¢ females, s 
Oldest male married, 

‘s female ‘¢ 
Youngest male married, 

‘6 female ‘*s 


DEATHS. 
Whole number of deaths registered in 1871, 
“<6 6s males, 
“ “< females, 


41 
31 


30 
40 


35 
22 


72 


72 


72 


25 


57 


57 


25 


NATIVITY OF PARENTS. 


Of parents American born, «82 
Ze Foreign, 22 
4: American and Foreign born, 3 
— 57 
Of number died under 1 year, 6 
From 1 to 4, 13 
a 8 
66 Pa} 66 20, 3 
= av ** 30, 2 
say <* 40, 1 
peaaun** 50, 1 
fou ** 60, 7 
sem ** 70, 4 
sew. -** 80, 3 
mrou **. 90, 2 
— 57 


Oldest person died in town in 1871: Mrs. Nancy Symmes, 
85 years, 3 months, 7 days. 


DISEASE OR CAUSE OF DEATH. 


Of Scarlet fever, 12 
‘¢ Cholera infantum, 7 
‘¢ Brain, 5 
-¢* Consumption, 3 
‘¢ Measles, 3 
** Old age, . 2 
‘¢ Heart, 2 
‘¢ Diptheria, 2 
«* Congestion of lungs, 2 
One each of various diseases, 19 


— 57 
4 
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It will be noticed that the number of Deaths have largely 
increased the past year, 9 more than any previous year since 
the incorporation of the Town. 


Number of Dogs licensed for the year, 109 
Amount received for the same, $227 00 
Less Clerks fees, 21 80 

Balance due County, $205 20 


GEO. P. BROWN, Town Clerk. 


WINCHESTER, Feb. 29th, 1872. 


TOWN OFFICERS, 1871-2. 


Selectmen, Overseers of the Poor, and Highway Surveyors. 
—J. F. Stone, J. C. Mason; D. W. Locke. 

Town Clerk.—George P. Brown. 

Treasurer.—Stephen Cutter. 

Assessors.—J. F. Stone, S. Richardson, J. L. Smith. 

Collector of Taxes. —Mial Cushman. 
Auditors. —E. A. W adleigh, C.H. Dunham, Salem Wilder. 

School Committee. —A. Chapin, George Cooke, J. C. John- 
son. 

Constables.—-F. H. Johnson, ©. H. Dupee. 

Trustees Town Library.—A. Chapin, F. Winsor, D. D. 
Patten. 

Cemetery Committee.—S. 'T..Sanborn, O. R. Clark, L. R. 
Symmes, H. K. Stanton, Stephen Thompson. 

Fish Committee.—F. Winsor, C. O. Billings, Matthew 
Oliver. 
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Engineers Fire Department.—Matthew Oliver, C. T. 
Symmes, C. H. Dupee. 

Police Officers. —Matthew Oliver, F. H. Johnson, C. HH. 
Dupee, 8S. B. White, Z. T. White. 

Surveyors of Lumber.—F. S. Richardson, O. R. Clark, 
Jr., Joseph Shattuck. 

Measurers of Wood and Bark.—Geo. P. Brown, C. T. 
Symmes, C. H. Moseley. 

Measurers of Leather.—Warren Johnson, C. H. Moseley, 
W. D. Byron, C.-Bachelder. 

Sealer of Weights and Measures.—Geo. P. Brown. 

Inspector of Oils.—-George P. Brown. 

Undertaker.—Joseph D. Sharon. 

Weighers.—_F. H. Morse, O. R. Clark, Jr. 

Fence Viewers.—Asa Fletcher, John D. Carlton. 

Pound Keeper.—Frederick M. Symmes. 

Field Drivers.—Ruel W. Hanson, John D. Twombly, 
Joseph Stone, Jr., Wm. Adams, Bb. F. Locke, O. R. Clark, 
Jr., Lemuel Holton, $8.5. Porter, Geo. D. Stratton, H. W. 
Hight, J. S. Richardson. 


REPORT OF THE SELECTMEN. 


The Board of Selectmen respectfully present the following 
report, for the financial year ending February 29th, 1872: 
-¢ 


HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES, 


At the annual Town meeting March 22d, 1869, it was 
voted, ‘*That, whenever the bridge near the house of Sulli- 
van Cutter on Main street needs repairing or replanking, 
that the Selectmen be instructed to cause a stone-bridge to 
be built of sufficient capacity to carry off all the water, and 
that we dispense with the bridge near the blacksmith shop 
of Peter McNelly.” In compliance with this vote, the Se- 
lectmen, finding the bridge unsafe for travel, received pro- 


posals for building a stone bridge, as per plans and specifi- . 


cations drawn by Edward Frost, Esq., Engineer Massachu- 
setts Central Railroud, who was employed by the Town to 
superintend the work during its progress. The different 
proposals from contractors were duly examined, the con- 
tractors’ responsibility and reputation considered, and every 
thing being in favor of Messrs. C. T. Derry and C. H. Ed- 
wards, of Boston, the contract was given to them. The 
specifications were drawn, and contracts made, with great 
care that the structure should be substantially built, with 
sufficient capacity to carry off all the water. The engineer 
having the matter in charge, examined the work from time 
to time and pronounced it in every respect satisfactory, and 
we believe the contractors have fulfilled their obligations in 
furnishing first class material and work. There was some 
unnecessary delay in the progress of the work, on the part 
of the pile driver, which subjected the community to con- 


- 
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siderable trouble, but this will soon be forgotten. There 
will be no replanking this bridge in the future, no more 
raising out of the mud from year to year; it will stand, a 
permanent structure, creditable alike to the Town and its 
builders. 

The amount appropriated at the annual meeting in March 
for the repairs of highways and bridges was $8,000, of which 
$1,000 was to be expended for the grading of High Street. 
A further appropriation of $4,000 was made Noy. 27th, for 
the payment of the Stone bridge. The amount expended 
in this department has been unusually large, and this will 
probably continue to be the case, as the spirit of improve- 
ment prevails, and the town grows in population and wealth. 

The general management of the repairs of highways the 
past year, has been under Mr., Warren Cutler, who was ap- 
pointed by the Selectmen, Superintendent of Streets. In 
this capacity Mr. Cutler has employed and settled with the 
workmen, and made the incidental purchases, a detailed 
account of which will be found under the head of highways 
and bridges. Mount Vernon street has been graded as laid 
out by the County Commissioners, and the Selectmen, to 
whom was referred the matter of damages to the Baptist 
Society, for land taken to” widen said street, viewed the 
premises and conferred with the Standing Committee of the 
Society, and although there was quite a difference in opin- 
ions, the amount of $1,400 was finally agreed upon. We re- 
commend in future that such cases be referred to a Sheriff’s 
Jury. The damages claimed by others for land taken in 
widening Mt. Vernon street are not settled; some of them 
have been referred to arbitrators. The sum of $2,000 ap- 
propriated by the town for the purchase of one or more lots 
of land for gravel, has not been expended, as we have been 
unable to find any such lots of land. The gravel taken in 
grading High street, has been used in repairing Main street, 
and the work on High street has been left in an unfinished 
condition, for the purpose of giving the town an oppor- 
tunity to take more gravel, and make still further improve- 
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ment. Main street has been graded and much improved, 
especially near the centre of the town, where the street has 
been hardly passable at some seasons of the year. A brick 
culvert, extending from Main street through the Gifford 
School house yard to the low lands, has been built, of suffi- 
cient capacity to take off all the water from ‘* Black Horse 
Hill” and Mason street. 

Permanent improvements have been made on ‘ Black 
Horse Hill,” one half of the expense having been paid by 
the abutters. The concreting of gutters on Myrtle street 
has proved a failure, and the town will find it necessary to 
build a culvert the entire length of this street to carry off 
the water, which has, during the past winter, flooded the 
street and made it almost impassible. ‘There is a growing 
demand in all parts of the town for new streets, and old ones 
widened. Approaches to the new railroad station will soon 
be wanted. 

Pleasant street, so long in the hands of the County Com- 
missioners, has not been reported, and at the present writ- 
ing it is impossible to give an accurate estimate of the 
amount that will be required of the town for this depart- 
ment the ensuing year. 


PETITIONS RELATING TO STREETS‘ 


May 1. The Selectmen received a petition from Salem 
Wilder and others, to lay out and widen Stevens 
Street. | 

May 1. A. N. Shepard and others, to widen and straighten 
Pine Street. 

May 16. J. B. Judkins and others, to lay out Highland 

: Avenue. 

Sept. 4. Franklin Lawrence and others, to lay out a new 
street from Wildwood Street, near the house of 
W. G. Wentworth, over land of Dugan, Marsh, 

~ Lawrence and Locke, to Church Street. 
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Noy. 16. S. T. Sanborn and others, to lay out a new street 
(60 feet wide) from Main Street to the new Rail- 
road Depot, in continuation of Walnut Street. 

Feb. 12. J. B. Judkins and others, to lay out a highway 
not less than 60 feet wide from a point on Cross 
Street, near the house of W. P. Warren, in a 
straight line to a point at or near the house of 
R. G. Gladston, connecting with the street running 
from thence to Pleasant Street. 


On the foregoing petitions the Selectmen laid out Stevens 
Street forty feet wide, as per plan of S. F. Thompson, and 
the street has been accepted by the Town. 

Highland Avenue and the continuation of Walnut Street 
have been referred to the County Commissioners. 

The petitioners in the case of A. N. Shepard and others, 
and Franklin Lawrence and others, had leave to withdraw. 

The petition of J. B. Judkins and others, received Feb. 
12th, was placed on file for the consideration of the incom- 
ing Board. 


GUIDE BOARDS 


remain, as reported last year, in good condition. 


REPAIR. OF SCHOOL HOUSES AND IMPROVE- 
MENTS TO GROUNDS. 


The expenditures under this head have been under the 
supervision of the School Committee for a few years past. 
We see some objections to this change. The Selectmen find 
it necessary, sometimes, to change the grade of grounds, 
even after the School Committee have expended considerable 
money in improvements; this has been the case during the 
past year; over one hundred dollars was lost in concreting 
walks and setting out trees, by subsequent change of grade. 
The Committee and Selectmen should co-operate in this 
work. 
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RUMFORD SCHOOL HOUSE. 


The expenditures for land, moving the Rumford School 
house, enlarging and furnishing the same, have exceeded 
the appropriation made by the town in May last, $705,71. 
This excess was partly owing to the imperfect manner in 
which the specifications were drawn for building the addi- — 
tion. It may-be said the work was done according to con- 
tract, yet the contract failed to specify all that was required. 
We venture to say there should be at least two hundred 
dollars more expended to put the building in good condi- 
tion. 


PAUPERS. 


The expenses in this department continue about the same 
as in years past. J. A. Cram, James Coholan and Mrs. 
Linslay are the only persons wholly supported by the town. 
Luther Townsend was taken to the Carney Hospital in 
April last, where he remained, as he had been for several 
months, entirely helpless, anda great sufferer up to the time 
of his death, which occured June 4th. We have in several 
cases rendered temporary aid to those not legally entitled 
to it; it has been, however, in small sums and usually for 
wood and coal. Care and discretion should be exercised in 
such cases as we find those who have once received aid are 
very likely to claim it again. There appears to be an in- 
crease of travelling paupers or ‘* tramps,” on pretence of 
seeking employment, going from town to town begging food 
and lodging. Our experience with these vagabonds has led 
us to believe that some law should be enacted to suppress 
this evil. | 


FIRE DEPARTMENT. 


It will be noticed that this department have exceeded 
their appropriation $467.19. We presume the engineers 
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will explain the reason for this excess, intheirreport. The 
Chemical department disbanded May Ist, not having a suit- 
able place for meeting and keeping their machine in good 
order. Satisfactory arrangements were made and the com- 
pany re-organized Sept. Ist. The expenses of this branch 
of the department during the eight months they have been 
organized, have been over $300. The Steward appointed 
- Sept. Ist, has been paid at the rate of $50 per annum for 
the care of this machine, and it is evident from facts which 
have recently come to our knowledge, he has wholly neg- 
lected his duty, leaving the work, and care of the machine 
in the hands of an incompetent person. We hope the En- 
gineers will give this matter their early attention. 


RESERVOIRS. 


We recommend that the subject of building reservoirs in 
different parts of the town be referred to the incoming 
Board of Selectmen with instructions to build two, the en- 
suing year, in such parts of the town as in their judgment 
seems most necessary. 


SUIT AGAINST THE TOWN. 


The suit brought against the town by William Everett, 
Esq., to recover the amount paid by him for certain taxes, 
alleged to have been illegally assessed, has been settled in 
favor of the town. 


ENFORCEMENT OF THE LIQUOR LAW. 


In compliance with the vote of the Town, in November 
last, the Selectmen have given special attention to the sup- 
pression of the illegal sale of intoxicating drinks in our 
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Town. This traffic, in some sections of the Town, has been 
carried on for two years past in an almost uninterrupted 
manner. The State Police have occasionally made seizures 
and required those, who had violated the law, to pay small 
fines, to make the present prohibitory law self-sustaining ; 
but does this occasional seizure really lessen the sales, or 
reduce the number of these tippling shops? Our observa- 
tion has led us to believe it does not; the work must be 
followed up until the offenders can see that their business is 
as unprofitable as it is unlawful. During the past year our 
attention has been called to places having open bars, where 
liquors were sold more on the Sabbath than on any other 
day, and not unfrequently have we found parties engaged in 
other unlawful acts on the Lord’s Day. We have, with the 
aid of a Special Police, appointed for this purpose, com- 
menced the unpleasant work assigned us, and have thus far 
succeeded in closing open bars, and confining the sales to 
small quantities, “ behind the curtain.” 

Within the space of two months there have been about 
sixty gallons of liquor seized and disposed of, according to 
law. Four complaints have been entered for keeping liquors 
with intent to sell, one for violation of the Sunday law 
(selling intoxicating drinks), and one for keeping a liquor 
nuisance. The fines exclusive of costs, resulting from these 
prosecutions, amounted to over one hundred dollars. Other 
prosecutions have been made during the year, with like re- 
sults. The expenses incurred for this service is a matter 
for the Town to consider, and determine what course shall 
be pursued in the future. 


FINANCE. 


It will be noticed that the Town debt has been increased 
the past year, $2,250. This is accounted for, in part, by 
expenditures not provided for at our annual Meeting in 
March, viz: 
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Rumford School house, land and tixtures, S83 70501 
Stone Bridge, on Main Street, 3,650 00 
Land for Engine house and stable, L,825226 

$9,180 96 


The present indebtedness of the Town is $36,533.62. Of 
this amount there will fall due the coming year $11,600. 
To meet this amount we recommend the Town to raise, by 
taxation, Eight thousand dollars, and to negotiate a new 
loan for the balance. 


Respectfully submitted. 


JOHN C. MASON, 


J. F. STONE, Selectmen 
DANIEL W. LOCKE, 


0 
Winchester. 


REPORT OF THE ENGINEERS 


OF THE 


FIRE DEPARTMENT. 


FORCE AND CONDITION OF THE DEPARTMENT. 


The department consists of a Chief Engineer and two 
Assistant Engineers, one Hand Engine, one Chemical self- 
acting Engine, two Hose carriages, six hundred (600) feet 
of hose, and a force of sixty (60) men. 

The building and apparatus are in good condition, as the 
following appraisal made by us will show: 


The house in good condition with land, $2,000 00 
One Hand engine thoroughly repaired 


last year, 1,200 00 
One new Hose carriage, 175 00 
One old Hose carriage, 100 00 
200 feet new Hose, never used, 322 40 
200 feet No. 2 new Hose, used one year, 250 00 
200 feet No. 3 new Hose, 150 00 
Four (4) ladders, 13 00 
Reservoir in connection with house, 150 00 
Furniture in house, 98 40 
Wood and coal, 8 00 

) ——— $4,466 80 
The Chemical Engine as it now stands, 

with repairs and additions, ——- $836 92 
Furniture in house, 72 62 
Chemicals and fuel on hand, 21 00 


$930 54 


$5,397 34 
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The department has been called out eleven (11) times to 
fires in Town during the past year, as follows: 
ae 
April 5. Fire at Warren Johnson’s shop. Damage trifling. 


et ‘© — Moseley’s Tanyard. 
mr eL8. ‘¢ — Boston Button Co’s shop. Burned. 
June 3. ‘© Morse & Co’s Coal office. Damage trifling. 
20. ‘¢ Mr. Hopley’s barn. Burned. 
July 6. ‘¢ Cummings & Furbush’s Currying shop. 
tama fe .. ke she ‘¢ Burned. 


Sept. 7. Alarm of Fire at Joel Whitney’s shop. 
Oct. 10. Fire at Joel Whitney’s shop. Burned. 

1872 | 
Jan. 29. Alarm of Fire at Jerry Lynch’s, on west side. 
Feb. 28. Fire at Moseley’s Currying shop. Damage trifling. 
Loss of Property about $35,000 00 — 


EXPENSES. 


The expenses of the department for the past year have 
been as follows: 


EXCELSIOR ENGINE CO. 


Pay of members and steward, $550 00 
Two hundred feet of new Hose, 322 40 
Incidental expenses, 83 88 
Paid an old bill of Hunneman’s for repairs 
last year, 425 60 
$1,381 83 


CHEMICAL ENGINE CO. 


Pay of members and steward, $98 27 
Incidental expenses, 262 57 
$360 84 


Amount carried forward, $1,742 72 
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Amount brought forward, $1,742 72 
The expenses of this department have been 
largely increased, in consequence of having 
to hire and fit up a new place to keep the 
machine. Owing to the number of large fires 
there has been an extra expense for colla- 


tions of 139 97 


$1,882 69 


If there should be no further change in the department, 
-we would recommend an appropriation of $1,500. 

We would take this opportunity to thank the officers and 
members for their promptness and efficiency in the perfor- 
mance of their duty. 


CHARLES T. SYMMES, of 


MATHEW OLIVER, Board 
CHARLES H. DUPER, , a 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE 


ON THE 


PRESERVATION OF FISH. 


The Committee respectfully report that the migratory fish 
to whose propagation and preservation careful attention has 
been paid by the “ Fish Committees” of Medford and Win- 
chester, are responding to our advances in the most satis- 
factory manner, and have within the past twelve months 
done all— and more than all —that was expected of them, 
and have fulfilled the prophecies of their staunch friend, 
Mr. Brackett, which were so generally regarded as over- 
sanguine. The Alewives were first expected to return in 
numbers like those of olden time, and we need only remind 
our townsfolk how they swarmed in our waters last spring, 
and in some small brooks leading into Wedge Pond even 
crowded each other out of water and tried to make the last 
part of their annual run on wet grass, rather than stop short 
of their objective point. If they should make an increase 
next spring corresponding to that of the last season, we 
shall have more fish than water in our streams during the 
Alewife season, and it may well be expected that the yield 
will be worth one thousand dollars ($1,000) a year to each 
of the towns concerned: a very handsome return for the 
money expended. And as a few Shad were seen to pass the 
dam at Mystic Pond last year, we may well look for quite 
a “run” of this valuable fish next May, in accordance with 
the estimate of the State Commission, which reported that 
they might be looked for in 1872, 1873, and 1874. There 
were hatched and turned into the Abbajona last May about 
two hundred thousand (200,000) lively shad fry, making up 
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a total of one million (1,000,000) successfully hatched here 
since the hatching boxes have been used. In addition to 
these, Mr. E. A. Brackett put into Mystic Pond eight 
hundred (800) Lake Superior Trout, and has ready three 
thousand (3,000) Lake Superior Salmon Trout, which he 
proposes to let loose when the proper season of the present 
year arrives. 


The expenditures have been as follows : 


Cr. 
By appropriation, $75 OO 
Dr. 


To half the expenses of watching at Mystic Dam 


Fishway, $47 DO 
Sundries, 2 88 
$50 38 


We recommend an appropriation of fifty dollars ($50.00) 
for next year. 


F. WINSOR, 
C. O. BILLINGS, Committee. 
MATHEW OLIVER, 


BETTERMENT LAW. 


ACTS OF MASSACHUSETTS LEGISLATURE, 1871. 
CHAPTER 382. 
AN ACT IN RELATION TO BETTERMENTS. 


Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in 
General Court assembled, and by authority of the same, as 
Jollows :-— 


Section 1. At any time within two years after any 
street, highway or other way is laid out, altered, widened, 
graded or discontinued, when in the opinion of the board of 
city or town officers authorized to lay out streets or ways 
respectively therein, any real estate, including that, a part 
of which may have been taken for such purpose, shall re- 
ceive any benefit and advantage therefrom, beyond the gen- 
eral advantages to all real estate in the city or town w here 
the same is situated, such board may adjudge and determine 
the value of such benefit and advantage to any such estate, 
and may assess upon the same a proportional share of the 
expense of laying out, alteration, widening, grading or dis- 
continuance; but in no ease shall the assessment exceed 
one-half the amount of such adjudged benefit and advantage, 
nor shall the same be made until the work of laying out, 
altering, widening and grading is completed, or discontinu- 
ance made ; and in case of laying out a highway or town 
way by county commissioners, due allowance shall be made 
for any benefit set off under the provisions of section sixteen 
of chapter forty-three of the General Statutes. 

Secrion 2. Any such assessment upon real estate which 
is invalid by reason of any error or irregularity in the mak- 
ing thereof, and which has not been paid, or which has been 
recovered back, may be re-made by such board, to the 
amount for which the original assessment ought to have been 
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made, and the same shall be a licn upon the estate, and be 
collected in the same manner as re-assessed taxes are. 

Seorron 3. The expense to be assessed upon the estates 
as herein provided shall include all damages for land and 
buildings taken; and in estimating such damages all build- 
ings on the land, a part of which is taken, shall be included, 
and there shall be deducted therefrom the value of the ma- 
terials removed, and of all buildings or parts of buildings 
remaining thereon ; and the damages for land taken shall be 
fixed at the value thereof before such laying out, alteration 
or widening, and the damage so estimated shall be paid to 
the persons entitled thereto, in the same manner, and upon 
the same conditions as are provided by law in other cases of 
laying out, alteration, widening, grading or discontinuance 
of streets and ways. 

Section 4. If the owner of any building or materials on 
land, a part or the whole of which is taken for the purposes 
named in this act, after rerasonable notice in writing from 
the board authorized to make assessments as aforesaid, shall 
refuse or neglect to take care of, or remove such buildings 
or materials, such board may take such care of the same as 
public safety, or the preservation thereof demands, or may 
remove such buildings or materials either upon the adjoining 
land of such owner, or otherwise ; or they may sell the same 
at public auction, after five days’ public notice of such sale, 
and hold the proceeds of the sale for the benefit of such 
owner; and the expense incurred by said board, or the 
value thereof to the owner, shall be allowed in reduction of 
the damages which said owner is entitled to recover. 

Section 5. Any person owning real estate abutting on 
any street, highway or other way which muy be laid out, al- 
tered, widened, graded or discontinued, ‘and liable to assess- 
ment under this ‘act, may, at any time before the estimate of 
damages is made, give notice in writing to the board having 
authority to make the assessment, that he objects to the 
same, and elects to surrender his estate to the city or town 
where situated; and if said board shall then adjudge that 
public convenience and necessity require the taking of such 
estate, for the improvements named, they may take the 
whole of such abutting estate, and shall thereupon estimate 
the value thereof, excluding the benefit or advantage which 
has accrued from the laying out, alteration, widening , grad- 
ing* or discontinuance, and such owner shall convey the es- 
tate to such city or town which shall pay him therefor, the 
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value so estimated, and the same may be recovered by an 
action of contract; and the city or town may sell any por- 
_ tion of said estate not needed for such improvements. 

Section 6. All assessments made under this act shall 
constitute a lien upon the real estate so assessed, to be en- 
forced in the same manner, with like charges for cost and 
' interest, as provided by law for the collection of taxes; and 
if the owner of the estate shall give notice to the board au- 
thorized to make the assessment at any time before demand 
is made upon him for payment thereof, that he desires to 
have the amount of such assessment apportioned, said board 
shall apportion the same into three equal parts, and certify 
such apportionment to the assessors of the city or town, and 
said assessors shall add one of said equal parts, with interest 
thereon from the date of the apportionment, to the annual 
tax of said estate for the three years next ensuing; and all 
assessments laid upon real estate, for any of the causes men- 
tioned in this act, which shall remain unpaid after the same 
become due or payable, shall draw interest from the time 
when the same became due or payable, until the time of 
payment thereof. 

Section 7. Any party aggrieved by the doings of such 
board, may apply by petition to the superior court for the 
county in which the estate is situated, at any term thereof 
within one year after the passage of the order or proceedings 
upon which the application is founded ; and after due notice 
to the city or town against which the petition is filed, a trial 
shall be had at the bar of the court iu the same manner in 
which other civil causes are there tried by the jury, and if 
either party request it the jury shall view the place in ques- 
tion. ) 
Section 8. If the jury shall not reduce the amount of the 
assessment complained of, the respondent shall recover costs 
against the petitioner, which costs shall be a lien upon the 
estate, and be collected in the same manner as the assess- 
ment; but if the jury shall reduce the amount of the assess- 
ment, the petitioner shall recover costs, and all assessments 
shail bea lien on the estate for one year after the final judg- 
ment, in any suit or proceeding where the amount or valid- 
ity of the same is in question, and be collected in the same 
manner as original assessments. 

Section 9. When an assessment is made upon an estate 
‘the whole or any portion of which is leased, the owner of the 
estate shall pay the assessment, and may thereafter collect 
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of the lessee an additional rent for the portion of the estate 
so leased, equal to ten per centum per annum on that pro- 
portion of the whole sum paid, which the leased portion 
bears to the whole estate, after deducting from the whole 
sum so paid, any amount he may have received for damages 
to the estate, above what he has necessarily expended on 
such estate by reason of such damages, 

SEcTION 10. This act, except section four, shall not take 
effect in any town until the same is accepted by such town 
at a legal meeting called for that purpose, unless the town 
has p: assed the vote of acceptance provided for by section 
four of chapter one hundred and sixty-nine of the acts of 
the year eighteen hundred and sixty-nine. 

Srcrioy 11. Chapter one hundred and seventy-four of 
the acts of the year eighteen hundred and sixty-six, chapters 
seventy-five and two hundred and seventy-six of the acts of 
the year eighteen hundred and sixty-eight, and chapters one 
hundred and sixty-nine and three hundred and sixty-seven 
of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and sixty-nine, and 
chapter two hundred and seventeen of the acts of the year 
eighteen hundred and seventy-oue, are hereby repealed ; but 
such repeal shall not affect any rights or liabilities already 
incurred, or any case pending under said chapters. 

Section 12. Jn any city where the mayor and aldermen 
are part only of the board authorized to lay out streets or 
ways, such mayor and aldermen shall constitute the board 
named in this act. 

Section 13. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved May 26, 1871. 


TWENTY-SECOND ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


SCHOOL COMMITTEE 


OF THE 


TOWN OF WINCHESTER. 


MARCH, 1872. 


The School Committee of Winchester respectfully submit 
their Annual Report for the school year 1871-2. 


ORGANIZATION OF SCHOOLS. 


High School—Daniel Dana Patten, Principal. 
Ama Howard Ward, Assistant. 
Grammar School—Jacob O. Sanborn, Principal. 
Elizabeth E. Marston, Assistant. 
Caroline A. Weeks, do. since Sept. 
E. Josephine Quimby, 2d Assistant. 
Elizabeth L. Eaton, do since Sept. 
Rumford Intermediate—Ellen A. Swan. 
Marianna Gay, since Sept. 
«  Primary—E. Josephine Quimby, << 
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Gifford Intermediate—Georgiana V. Senter. 
‘6 Puimary—Mary A. Wadleigh. 
Adams Intermediate—Dollie M. Taylor. 


a cs Addie M. Whitney, since December. 

‘¢ = Primary—Addie M. Whitney. 

J 4 Carrie B. Symmes, ‘¢ 
Wyman Int. and Primary—Abbie M. Johnson. 
Mystic 6 Abbie F. Johnson. 
Washington os Sophia A. Holmes. 

ee 6 Sarah M. Graham, since Sept. 

Hill 6 Sarah R. Wells. 


6 6 Louisa R. Warren, since Dee. 


STATISTICS. 
ies ATTENDANCE. 5 | 
ol &: 
a a o 
Sled re 
mS, 
SCHOOLS. 3 5 1st Term.| 2d Term. |3rd Term E 
a | SS ; : 2 hg|s 
alt ae eS oe mareeg 
s m0 m |S) w |S} mw | & [Ble 
~ a] 8 eed seer eer te © > BS = 
es 4 i/Ei 4 /El 4/14 6b 
Trine 
A re 10 (159 00 35.58 | 43 | 40.93 | 43 | 40.32 | 38.94 |37 
Apsistant,.......... 10 | 73 00 
Grammar. : 
Principal, es Ww G's > 10 {156 00 113.20 |146 |141.90 |144 |135.43 |130.17 |}22 
ist Assistant,...... 10 | 50 00 
2d Ae 10 | 40 00 
i, fyb 
ntermediate, 9 | 44 44 30.50 | 44 | 39.59 | 44 | 38.43 | 36.17 
SR PMORTY, 6. -.-,..,.. 9 | 36 00 34.59 | 46 | 38.20 | 43 | 34.22 | 35.67 
Rumford. 
Intermediate, ......| 9 | 40 00 50.35 | 45 | 38.39 | 47 | 38.73 | 42.49 
vols eae a ae 9 | 32 00 50 | 38.79 | 50 | 33.73 | 36.26 
Adams. 
Intermediate, ......| 9 | 37 55 29.10 | 27 | 23.49 | 30. | 25.65 | 26.08 | 1 
co ae 9 | 32 00 55.66 | 56 | 48.¢ 55 | 37.36 | 47.32 
Mystic. 
nt. and Primary,..| 9 | 40 00 39.30 | 43 35.38 38 | 31.08 | 35.25 1 
nt. and Primary,..| 9 | 40 00 33.78 | 32 | 28.44 | 35 | 30.84 | 31.02 1 
Washington. 
Int. and Primary,..| 9 | 40 00 27.48 | 20 | 16.12 | 20 | 16.01 | 19.87 | 2) 
Hill. 


Int. and Primary,..| 9 | 32 00 11.29; 10 | 8.37] 9} 7.31} 8.99) 2) 1 


460.83 |562 | 498.54/558 |469.11 |477.17 62) 3 


Number of children in Town May 1, 1871, between the ages of 


5 and 15, : . ° * . 7 ° 568 
Percentage of attendance for the year 1871-2, . : ) 87 
ds a 1870-1, . . 84 
“ce “é ‘é 1869-70, 87 
a as ‘ 1868-9, 85 
“ “s as 1867-8, 90 


GRADUATING CLASS, JULY, 1871. 


Amelia R. Herrick, Isabella L. Sleeper, 
EKmma C. Richardson, Florence W. Lawton, 
Ella L. Symmes, Charles G. Cate, 
Laura S. Westcott, Hattie R. Buxton. 


ROLL OF HONOR. 


Wyman School.—Neither absent nor tardy during the last 
two years—Franklin Swann. Absent one day— Frederick 
Locke, Thomas Harrington. Absent one day, tardy once 
Everett Locke. 

Mystic School.—Absent one half day during the year— 
Alice G. Cooke. 

Rumford Primary.—Not absent or tardy during the year 
—Ora French and Katy Challis. 

Rumford Intermediate.—Not absent or tardy during the 
year—Granville Richardson, Frank J. Taylor. Not absent, 
but tardy once—Augustus Richardson. Absent one half 
day— Bertie Kendall. Absent one day—Frank Richardson. 

Gifford Intermediate.—Not absent or tardy during the 
year—Nellie S. Joy, Georgia Stone, Calista A. Cutting, 
Celia McCraven. 

Grammar School.—Not absent or tardy for the last two 
years—Jennie R. Stone, David F. Fitzgerald, Charles R. 
Symmes, Eugene L. Perry, Flora S. Quimby, Estella F. 
Quimby, Emma F. Dwinell, Mary S. Chaffee, Martha G. 
Mason. Not absent or tardy during the year—L. Frank 
Humphrey, Newton A. Knapp, Anna E. Symmes, Kate G. 
Lamson, Minnie G. Dunbar, Emilie C. Locke, Fannie 
Ayer, James W. Carter, Etta E. Pratt, Carrie E. Pratt, 
Mary L. Baker, John Challis, Willie H. Partridge, Helen 
G. Pearson, Lillie J. Swann, Dollie M. Hammond, Willie 
H. Herrick, John K. Fowler, George L. Locke. Not ab- 
sent, tardy once—Rufus H. Herrick. Not absent, tardy 


but twice—Fred. W. Whitney. Absent one half day—Ar- 
thur Weld, Clara A. Pratt, Minnie A. Elliott, Jennie M. 
Elliott. Absent one half day, tardy once—Jennie M. 
Swann. Absent one day—Frank O. Wellington, Sarah 
Challis, Flora A. Partridge, Lottie Challis, Gorham B. 
Humphrey, Harry E. Wellington. 

Tigh School.—Neither absent nor tardy during the past 
eleven years—Carrie Hotton. Not absent or tardy during 
the past six years—Frank W. White. Not absent or tardy 
during the past three years—Andrew Woods. Not absent 
or tardy during the High School course—Hattie R. Buxton. 
Not absent or tardy during the year—Amelia R. Herrick, 
Emma M. Bell, Abbie E. Cutting, Nellie M. Cutting, John 
H. Holland, James Houston, Edgar C. Swann, Charles H. 
Cowdrey, Frank A. Cutting, John G. Hovey, George Huse, 
Wallace Palmer, Herbert Shattuck. Tardy once—Belle 
Livingston. Absent once, tardy once—Laura S$. Wescott. 


THE BANNER FOR SPELLING 


Was awarded to the High School, and by that school to the 
Washington School, the latter having attained the highest 
rank among the Intermediate Schools. ‘The percentage of 


accuracy in the High School was 892 
hn, Grammar ‘¢¢ . ate 
oy Washington << 17 


SCHOOL BUILDINGS. 


The High School house is a commodious building, well 
adapted to its purposes, and is very creditable to the town. 
It contains upon the first floor two recitation rooms, a room 
for apparatus and illustrative instruction in Chemistry, to- 
gether with two dressing-rooms, with connected closets and 
ample halls and stairways. Upon the second floor there is 
one large, well-lighted school-room, with capacity for about 


ninety pupils, an ante-room, and well-arranged approaches. 
From defect in the foundation of the chimneys, portions of 
the interior division walls settled soon after the completion 
of the building, causing fracture of the plastering and its 
gradual detachment. The repair of this blemish to the 
otherwise beautiful building, has been deferred from time 
to time, until the settling of the chimneys should appear 
to have been completely arrested; but it should now be 
made. 

The Committee had caused to be laid during the year 
concrete walks, involving an expenditure from the school 
appropriations, which would not have been incurred could 
we have anticipated the course of the Selectmen in enter- 
ing upon these grounds to take earth for the grading of the 
streets. 

So far as the Committee are able to understand the pur- 
poses of the Selectmen with respect to the ultimate grade 
intended for these grounds, we have seen no oceasion to ex- 
press remonstrance. When the present unsightly excava- 
tions shall have been reduced to a regular grade, and the 
necessary concrete walks shall have been restored, we think 
no serious injury will have resulted to the convenience or 
beauty of the site. The Committee would, however, re- 
spectfully and earnestly urge that no portion of the expense 
of completing this work should be imposed upon the school 
appropriations of the year, and that the grounds thus broken 
should be properly repaired, and the trees and walks re- 
placed, without any unnecessary delay. 


The Grammar School house is a beautiful model, contain- 
ing one large school-room, with desks for one hundred pu- 
pils, and one room originally designed for an Intermediate 
School, but which has been required for the Grammar 
School, also one recitation room. The halls, stairways, 
dressing-rooms, etc., are ample and convenient. The water 
closets, however, require such reconstruction a$ shall more 
effectively secure the main building from deleterious effects. 


A consideration of the work and expense here involved be- 
longs to the report of the Prudential Committee. 

The proper capacity of this house is limited to about one 
hundred and twenty-five pupils. This number being as 
large as can conveniently be brought together in the neces- 
sary general exercises; yet nearly one hundred and fifty 
have been in constant attendance during the past year, and 
the additions of pupils next September are expected to be 
larger than the removals to the High School. The neces- 
sity of providing additional accommodations for pupils of 
this grade has been much considered and discussed, and the 
Town, at its meeting in November last, authorized the 
Selectmen, in connection with the School Committee, to 
purchase a site for a Grammar School for the accommoda- 
tion of the Rumford, Washington, and Adams districts. In 
bringing this matter to the attention of the Town, the Com- 
mittee had in view, as explained in Town Meeting and em- 
braced in the motion offered, the securing of a lot suitable 
for other schools in connection with a Grammar School ; 
but as the vote was recorded, the action based upon it was 
limited to the question of a site for a Grammar School. 

The School Committee, in pursuance of their original 
views, proposed to the Selectmen for their approval a lot of 
land upon Swanton Street, which had chiefly to recommend 
it the facts, that it was central to the population of these 
districts ; that it was not expensive, relatively to lots else- 
where available ; that ample grounds might be there secured 
and the contiguous lots and streets shaped to the conveni- 
ence of the schools, as well as the appreciation of the lot 
itself as Town property; and that an Intermediate and 
Primary School, upon a portion of the same ground, might 
prepare the way for the employment of a Master the most 
advantageously. ' 

The views of the School Committee, however, were not 
satisfactory to a majority of the Selectmen; and the opin- 
ions of many of our citizens, most interested, were solicited 
upon the eligibility of the lot referred to. These opinions 
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were sufficiently various upon the forecasting of the school 
‘wants of the Town to justify the traditional character of 
such consultations, and sufficiently unanimous in opposition 
to the location proposed to induce the Committee to recon- 
sider the whole matter. 

The present Grammar School house, we think, should not 
be enlarged—that it cannot be, without injury to its general 
plan and special excellencies. There is but one room in the 
High School house which could be temporarily used for the 
accommodation of a portion of the Grammar School pupils» 
and this is much too small for the purpose, while many 
other reasons exist for avoiding such a resort, if it be pos- 
sible. The number of pupils in the several schools, at 
present, from the three Districts here named, is about two 
hundred and fifty, and is increasing rapidly from the acces- 
sion of families to the vicinity of the mills and tanneries. 

After more consideration of the case, and conference with 
citizens in the District named, the Committee would sug- 
gest that a site for a Grammar School might be selected near 
the Rumford School, and that this would, perhaps, best 
meet the exigencies and preferences involved. As the 
numbers of this grade are at present distributed, it is pro- 
bable that a larger number would be conveniently accom- 
modated at that than at any other point within the limits 
of the three Districts. 

It is possible that temporary provision may be made for 
the increase of Grammar School pupils during the coming 
year, and that the building of the house required may be 
deferred till another year; yet it would seem wise to secure 
eround for the prospective wants of the Town in this regard. 
The owning of one or more lots by the Town for such a pur- 
pose need not involve any considerable loss, if not immedi- 
ately improved by building, while the policy of providing 
for the early future, in this matter, is easily comprehended. 

Some of the considerations which have influenced the 
Committee will appear in the suggestions here presented 
respecting the Adams and Rumford Schools. 
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The Adams School-house is insufficient in capacity, as 
well as unsuitable, either in location or structure, for the 
wants it was intended to meet. For the reasons that the 
house is too small and too far east upon Swanton Street, 
the Rumford School is injured by oppressive numbers,— 
more than one hundred pupils being collected to the latter 
school. To meet this exigency, the Committee would re- 
commend the sale of the Adams School house and lot, and 
the purchase of a large lot upon Swanton Street, between 
the two railroads, and the erection thereon of a building to 
contain four school-rooms. The number now in attendance 
at the Adams School, together with the excess at the Rum- 
ford, is sufficient for the employment of three teachers ; 
and the recent, with the immediately prospective, increase of 
population in that part of the town must soon require the 
use of a fourth room. In the opinion of the Committee, 
this measure will commend itself to our thoughtful citizens 
as one deserving attention at this time, and before the 
building of an additional Grammar School-house is under- 
taken. The numbers to be collected in this central posi- 
tion, and considerations of discipline, of more extended 
culture, and the probable want of evening or otherwise 
partial schools for older pupils, whose employment forbids 
their attendance upon the regular sessions, as well as the gen- 
eral aim to equalize our school privileges, would seem to 
require the employment here of a male Principal. While 
this plan would relieve the Rumford and Adams Schools 
and provide for their future convenience, it leaves the fami- 
lies residing upon Washington Street and the streets lying 
to the east of Washington, and north of Mount Vernon 
Street, without suitable accommodation. For this purpose 
a school-house will soon be required at some point cen- 
tral to this last-named territory, which is being rapidly 
filled with dwellings. 

The Rumford School-house has Been rebuilt and enlarged 
during the past year, and an additional lot of land procured 
to extend its grounds. ‘The duty of the purchases and the 
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building involved was assigned to the Selectmen and School 
Committee conjointly ; and at a session of the two boards 
the Chairman of the Selectmen and the Chairman of the 
School Committee were appointed a sub-committee to su- 
perintend the building. ‘The contract for the moving of the 
old house, its reconstruction, and the building of the new 
part, was assigned to Mr. Horace Hatch. In consequence 
of much delay in securing the united attention of the build- 
ing committee to the execution of the contracts, the work 
could not be seasonably commenced, and was not completed 
until after the commencement of the school sessions in Sep- 
tember last. Consequently, the school has been, and will be 
still further, required to extend its sessions into the usual 
vacations to secure its portion of the school year. 

The house contains two school-rooms of a capacity suit- 
able for about forty pupils each, with vestibules, dressing- 
rooms, closets, etc., conveniently arranged for the orderly 
management of the schools. The completion of the play- 
grounds, as proposed in the plan, with the requisite fenc- 
ing, and some inexpensive grading, is necessary to the full 
explanation of the structure of the house itself. It was 
found impracticable to limit the desks to the number con- 
sistent with the dimensions of the building, and likewise to 
use the old desks with the new; consequently, the expense 
of furnishing the house properly and for twenty pupils more 
than contemplated, has very much exceeded the original 
estimates. 

The Committee are confident that the money has been 
well expended, and that the new school-house is a very. 
creditable addition to the property as well as to the publie 
spirit of the Town. 

The Gifford School-house very much needs such improve- 
ments as may bring the dressing-rooms and closets, as well 
as the spaces for the school-rooms, into better adaptation to 
the health and the morals of the pupils, and to the more 
practicable supervision of the teachers. The two school- 
rooms accommodate, at. present, about ninety pupils; but 
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the space, especially of the upper room, is too restricted 
for the numbers in actual attendance. 

A fence is required, and should be erected this spring, 
upon the line of the Church property adjoining ; and a new 
front fence is also required. 

The grounds of this school were broken by the building 
of the sewer from the street, and left in an unfinished con- 
dition, which will require attention, also, this spring, as in 
the case of the High School grounds. 

The Washington, Mystic, Wyman, and Hill School- 
houses contain one school-room each, sufficiently capacious 
for the ‘*mixed” schools convened in them, and are neat 
and pleasant buildings. 


GENERAL CONDITION OF THE SCHOOLS. 


The High School has naturally engaged less earnest inter- 
est of the citizens at large than the Grammar or Intermedi- 
ate Schools. There are fewer of our families (as in every 
other Town) represented in the High than in the other 
schools. While the whole number of pupils in the High 
School during the year has been but 56, the number in the 
Grammar School has been about 175, and in the Intermedi- 
ate Schools about 280. The class in the Grammar School, 
however, in preparation for entering the High School next 
September consists of 46, most of whom, it is expected, 
will be admitted. 

The work in the High School is quiet, thorough, and effi- 
cient, to the extent of the course of study pursued. There 
is less occasion or opportunity for such general exercises as 
are attractive for their parade of numbers in animated con- 
tests, or graceful movements in concert. With increased 
power of continuous mental application comes an increase 
of quiet, patient work at tasks with books and pen. 

The recent examination of the classes in Algebra, Geome- 
try, French, Physiology, Rhetoric, Latin, and Greek, and 
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occasional hearing of the classes in the Natural Sciences, 
English Literature and History inspire the Committee with 
high respect for the ripe and well-rounded intelligence, as 
well as the concise and critical methods of the teachers, and 
have afforded very gratifying evidence of successful study 
upon the part of the pupils. It is a good school, well 
governed, and fitted to the wants of the community. 

By reference to the plan of study published in this re- 
port, it will be seen that an extended course is provided 
for, with such conditions of graduation, essentially as are 
found in the schedule of the High School in Woburn. — It 
is hoped that a class for the fourth year, as provided, may 
be formed during the present school year. 

The Grammar School continues to deserve the interest 
heretofore manifested by the citizens in its pleasant and 
prosperous experience. It is needless to speak in this re- 
port of those features of the school which have so happily 
united pupils and parents in their estimate of its value. A 
reference to the plan of study, herewith published, will 
acquaint any one sufliciently with the character of the 
school work, and it need only be said here that the teachers 
have established their competency to execute it with tho- 
roughness and skill. Miss Marston, the First Assistant. so 
well known to many of the citizens as a successful teacher, 
felt obliged, by considerations of her personal health and 
that of her family, to request of us leave of absence for the 
year. We expect her to return in September next. Her 
place has been supplied by Miss C. A. Weeks, herself an 
intelligent teacher of much experience in her profession, 
and of whose success the recent examinations afforded very 
gratifying testimony. 

Of our Intermediate and Primary Schools it should be 
said that they have generally maintained their usual pros- 
perity, although the unusual number of changes in their 
instruction has been an obstacle not ordinarily unattended 
with loss of interest or loss of time in progressive school 
work. Miss Ellen A. Swann retired from the Rumford 
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School at the time of its high prosperity, and when her 
ripened experience was held in high esteem. Miss Sophia 
Holmes similarly retired from the Washington School, and 
with like regret we were constrained to accept the resigna- 
tion of both these long tried teachers; while they were 
entitled to congratulations equally sincere upon their as- 
sumption of the duties and dignities of married life. 

Miss D. M. Taylor, the faithful and devoted teacher in 
the Adams School, was disabled by ill health and felt it 
necessary to request leave of absence at the close of the 
Fall term. In January she sent in her resignation, and in 
February deceased. Her indomitable perseverance and 
patient labor were very highly appreciated by the Com- 
mittee. Miss Sarah R. Wells, resigned from the instruction 
of the Hill School, with a view to avail herself of the ad- 
vantages of further instruction in the art of teaching. 

At the close of the last term, the Committee were regret- 
fully required to accept the resignation of Miss G. V. Sen- 
ter, from the Gifford School. Both the Gifford and Rum- 
ford Schools have been favored with her judicious and skill- 
ful instruction; and her school work was deemed instruc- 
tive and useful to her fellow teachers. 

The places of these several teachers have been supplied 
with others who have come to us with much promise of 
efficiency, and so far as time has served to develope their 
methods and abilities, the Committee are encouraged to ex- 
pect the continued prosperity of these schools. 

Miss Marianna Gay succeeded to Miss Swann inthe Rum- 
ford Intermediate. Miss Addie M. Whitney was trans- 
ferred from the Primary School] in the Adams Distrist, 
to supply the place of Miss Taylor in the Intermediate 
during her absence. Miss Sarah M. Graham succeeded to 
Miss Holmes in the Washington School, and Miss Louisa 
R. Warren to the vacancy made by the retirement of Miss 
Wells, and Miss E. L. Eaton was appointed an Assistant in 
the Grammar School. 

In the Rumford School, besides a change of teachers, 
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there has been a great change in the structure of the school 
itself. The classes are new; the methods new; and toa 
very large extent the pupils are new to this school. While 
some of them may not have found their new surroundings in 
every respect so congenial as the old, or so favorable to 
their progress as heretofore, the Committte feel assured 
that good foundations are laid for the healthy growth of this 
school, and with no untoward obstructions, it will soon rank 
as high, relatively, as it has done in the past. 

The Hill School needs more pupils, although an increase 
of eighty per cent. of its numbers has been realized since 
the Committee felt it to be their duty to suspend it; the 
number then being five, and now nine. 

The Mystic and Wyman Schools are quite prosperous, in 
all respects. The Washington School is reduced in num- 
bers, yet in other respects is in a good condition. 


In most of our Schools there has been progress, during 
the past year, in one very important direction. There has 
been an increase of direct instruction from the teachers’ lips, 
and a diminished bondage to recitations from the text books. 

The fact that the pupil requires to be taught how to study 
has been more adequately recognized, and the teachers have 
adapted their work to this fact, with a good degree of in- 
telligent zeal. Lessons in some of the branches have been 
first brought to the pupil’s attention in the form of a reading 
exercise, facts commented upon, phraseology explained, il- 
lustrative anecdote or other interesting matter supplied by 
the teacher; simple analysis, useful definitions, statement 
of principles, &c., being employed to excite and direct the 
child’s thought, before he is tasked to acquire the topic from 
the book, or to prepare himself for a formal and competitive 
recitation. General oral instruction upon topics suited to 
supply useful information, to quicken and to train the child’s 
powers of observation, and to create a disposition to study, 
has been successfully inaugurated by some of our teachers, 
and in the “Plan of Study” herewith given, an attempt is 
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made to reduce this useful part of the teacher’s work to 
some method, and to a degree of uniformity desirable for 
the purposes of the general order of the schools. 


SCHOOL, METHODS. 


The Committee, in their annual Report for the preceding 
year, submitted a few considerations relative to the general 
aims and methods of elementary instruction, not assuming 
to present them as a formal discussion of the matters in- 
volved, or even as a properly matured criticism of the course 
of study most generally adopted, but with a view to supply 
some topics of thought and study, and to assist inquiry into 
the reasonableness of some of the burdens imposed upon 
our children, in the conditions of their advancement from 
grade to grade. Among the inquiries suggested, were the 
following : 

Whether the great predominance of mathematics in our 
studies and drills does not involve sacrifices, in the actual 
culture of the child’s mind, too great to be disregarded? 
Whether the monotonous drill, by which the child acquires 
his skill in mathematical gymnastics, is not, of necessity, 
too burdensome and exhausting, from the very exactitude 
of the forms and repetitions involved? Whether the “ high 
pressure,” the “overwork” (so much and so justly re- 
probated), and the exhaustion so often witnessed, may not 
result more from the manner than the matter of the study? 
Whether the pupil’s time was profitably, or even properly 
oceupied in memorizing so much in descriptive Geography 
and technical Grammar? Wheiucr the course of study did 
not exclude a proportionate attention to Language? Ina 
word, do our school methods sufficiently recognize the order 
of mental development predetermined by Nature herself? 

Having thus intimated a desire that more thought should 
be given to the matters and the order of our school studies, 
it was very gratifying to the Committee to receive the fol- 
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lowing communication from several of our citizens, who 
have been most familiar with the structure and general aims 
of our School system : 


“PETITION. 


To the School Committee of Winchester. 
Gentlemen: 


The undersigned, inhabitants of the town of Winchester, 
respectfully petition for such a change in the course of study 
in the Public Schools, as shall cause less time to be spent in 


Arithmetic, descriptive Geography, and abstract Grammar, 


while more shall be devoted to the study and practice of the 
English language, and to exercises adapted to train the per- 
ceptive and descriptive powers; and we ask for a hearing 
before your Board, in regard to the subject matter of this 
petition.” 


This communication was signed by Messrs. F. Winsor, 
O. R. Clark, A. K. P. Joy, E. A. Brackett, T. P. Ayer, 
S. H. Folsom, R. Metcalf, E. A. Wadleigh, E. A. Eaton, 
Charles Pressey, C. H. West, J. Parsons, H. B. Metcalf, 
and others. 

In accordance with the request, several conferences were 
held, in which an interchange of views was had, and efforts 
made to reduce the conclusions of the discussion to a prac- 
tical form for the purpose of modifying the course of study. 

The committee had just reason_to welcome the criticisms 
expresed, as well as the intelligent and often eloquent ex- 
pressions of the speakers at these meetings, several of the 
citizens attending and participating in the discussions 
whose names were not among the petitioners. Such de- 
monstrations of interest are of very high value, both as 
they greatly encourage the zealous efforts, and quicken the 
thoughts, and ripen the judgments of a committee, natural- 
ly distrustful of their competence to grasp the remedial 
measures, and much more distrustful of being sustained by 
the citizens in any measure which might savor of an odious 
‘¢ innovation.” 
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The “ plan of study” herewith presented, in the form of 
a “Manual,” that it may inform parents as well as guide 
teachers in the fuller exhibition of school work, has been 
submitted to some of the prominent petitioners, and their 
approbation elicited. 

In the construction of this plan, the committee, after in- 
dicating the general aims to be regarded, requested Mr. 
Patten, of the High School, to prepare the schedule of 
studies, calling to his assistance Mr. Sanborn, of the Gram- 
mar School, Miss Senter, and Miss Wadle'gh, teachers, 
respectively. in the Intermediate and Primary grades, that 
they might indicate the practical adaptation of the studies 
and exercises prescribed to the capacities of their pupils, 
and help determine the symmetry of the work of the sue- 
cessive schools. 

Those familiar with the “Graded Course of Instruction 
for the Public Schools of New Bedford,” which has been 
extensively published by the School Committee of that city 
to meet the requests for it from other towns, and republish- 
ed entire by the State Board of Education, in its 832d An- 
nual Report (pp. 308-335), need not be informed that the 
plan now presented resembles that in many of its features. 
The paper alluded to, which merits the designation of a 
thorough treatise, is among the most valuable contributions 
to the cause of public education yet published by our State 
Board. 

The leading principles in this “ Course of Instruction” 
are such as have been fundamental to the pre-eminent success 
of the German Schools, and indeed -are so obviously essen- 
tial to successful school work anywhere, that it is strange 
that they should have received such tardy recognition in 
New England. And it would seem proper thus to reter to 
the New England schools, since it is beginning to be eom- 
prehended that our methods are not absolutely the best in 
the world. Our provincial estimate of our distinctive 
school methods has been to some extent, at least, our mis- 
fortune, inasmuch as we are now required to accept the 
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fact that in some of the younger portions of our country, 
the schools are better than ours ; that in the West there has 
been a more prompt adoption of whatever rational method, 
or profitable suggestion came within reach; and that the 
fruits of Western experience, of Western culture in educa- 
tional matters are finding a vigorous demand in ourown best, 
or most cultivated fields. No thoughtful observer familiar 
with the school work, in its stereotyped uniformity in our 
graded schools, can resist the conviction that a very large 
proportion, if not indeed the largest part, of school time is 
wasted, lost, for the lack of that occupation which is at once 
adapted to the capacity, and inspiring to the interest of the 
pupil; and that the child’s natural love of knowledge is 
overborne by tasks which are sheltered under the imposing 
epithet of “disciplinary,” rather than nourished in accor- 
dance with its normal demands. 

Assuming that in the instruction of the young, the order 
of effort should be, the formation of the child’s character 
first of all, the inculeation of correct morals, the culture of 
his instincts and impulses, and their direction toward piety 
and truth, and then the growth of his physical and mental 
powers in their necessary connection, the refinement of his 
thought and manners conjointly, the improvement of his 
benevolence and taste, — it remains to inquire by what 
process can this great work be the most speedily, economi- 
cally, and surely accomplished. 

There is a natural order of acquisition, as there is a 
natural order of growth. Sensation precedes perception, 
perception, reflection, and so on to the higher exercises of 
the reason. The only avenues to the child’s mind which 
can be considered as fully open, at his entrance upon the 
work of the school, are his senses and affections. He is 
therefore to be taught, if taught at all, to perceive and to 
love. Very little can be comprehended by him which is 
not visible, or in contact with some of his senses, or con- 
veyed to his affections through the unaffected offices of love. 

By such means attention is to be gained and the power of 
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attention cultivated. The zdea, or image, once successfully 
formed in the child’s mind, is next to be framed into thought 
by means of language. Hence the instruction can be oral 
only, and the beaming face, the clear, engaging, well-toned 
voice of the teacher, and her pure, intelligent and intelligi- 
ble language, are the instruments to be used—instruments 
upon which no refining of the material, or perfection of 
burnishing, can be unprofitably expended. 

When we describe the effect of contact with good society, 
we ordinarily characterize the formative influence exerted 
as silent influence, as if it were the presentation of models, 
the contemplation and imitation of which wrought the im- 
provement in the child’s thought and manners ; but it is the 
rather what is inculecated, taught, by the living, melodious 
voice, the well chosen and accurately graphic words, the 
appropriate and demonstrative gesture, the revealed glow 
of the soul through the eloquent eye, that possesses the 
real transforming power. 

What is thus so obviously true of the early work of 
the school-room, where no books or abstract axioms can 
he employed, never ceases to be true throughout the whole 
course of school experience. And as the mother, the child’s 
first teacher, gives form and character to its opening mental 
and moral life, so it is, onward to manhood, the living 
teacher, more than the book, that determines the successful 
education of the pupil. 

The oral instruction of an intelligent, well-balanced teach- 
er, whose own instincts and impulses are pure and true, 
whose spirit is refined by his own love of knowledge, and 
of truth, whose heart is open at the same time that his lips 
are employed, whose language is accurate and chaste, is of 
incomparable value in the school-room. Relatively to the 
value of scientific attainment, the ability to infuse the minds 
of his pupils with one’s own estimates of character and ar- 
dor for knowledge stands immeasurably higher. 
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QUALIFICATIONS OF TEACHERS. 


Some of the foregoing suggestions may direct thought to 
the deficiencies of teachers, and encourage the judgement 
that the chief deficiency of our system is that of more in-— 
telligent and skillful instruction. Yet the teacher should 
not be misjudged in this regard. In Architecture, the de- 
fects of the plan are much more momentous than those of 
the workman to whom its details are assigned. It would 
be a very shallow and very unjust manner of criticising a 
building, to attribute its defects to the laborers employed, 
or to say,—we can never have good, substantial, conven- 
ient, symmetrical buildings until we can find men who can 
handle tools better. No skill in a teacher can repair the 
blunders or deficiencies of the plan which determines the 
details of the school work. Skillful teachers, like accom- 
plished workmen, may fail to secure the best results. 

It is indeed essential that we have teachers thoroughly 
prepared for their work. All the qualities of character and 
culture demanded by this work are of the highest order. 
Yet it is observed that the best of teachers, by the stand- 
ards generally received, find it impossible to divert the 
mental operations of their pupils very considerably, from 
the cast iron channels laid in the requirements of our school 
grading. 

The levelling involved, combined with the impulse to 
reach the highest attainments in the few branches used as 
the royal road of the School course, seems to necessitate 
the full occupation of the teacher’s time, with the drills, the 
repetitions, and the tests peculiar to those branches. The 
more perfect the grading and the more prosperous its work- 
ing, so far as emulation and pride of accomplishment are 
concerned, the more difficult, if not the more hazardous, 
will it be to venture upon methods of instruction not thus 
prescribed. 

We have doubtless vastly more talent in our Common 
School instructors, than can appear in the manner of work 
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to which they are ordinarily confined. A wider, not a more 
restricted range of subjects should be furnished for our 
younger classes. As yet, they have a very limited capacity 
for other mental work than that which is naturally associated 
with sensible objects and relations; and here the teacher, 
who herself studies Nature “like a little child” (as every 
teacher ought), should be free to transfer herself, mind, 
heart and soul, to the plastic forms before her. Accurate. 
knowledge of the branches to be taught is, of course, prop- 
erly demanded ; but it need not be said that such knowledge 
does not, of itself, make one a good teacher. 

The present call for what is called “ Industrial Training ” 
seems to result from a quite general discontent with the re- 
stricted character of our graded school training, together 
with the feeling that it is more in harmony with our Amer- 
ican life, that children should be trained specially for the 
occupations before them. With respect to the first of these 
causes the conviction is already expressed by our prominent 
educators, in strong terms, such as: “ We require a different 
organization of our schools.” “There must be a change in 
this country in our modes of teaching.” “Our system is 
empty and profitless, compared with what it might be.” 
“The ‘great results’ so much vaunted, are pretentious, 
shallow, and unsatisfactory.” 

Abating the needless harshness of these expressions, 
there remains enough to indicate the need of such a recon- 
struction of our School course, as may relieve it from the 
charge of withholding from the child what his capacity, his 
actual thirst for knowledge, and his instincts naturally 
demand. 

The introduction of Drawing into the curriculum, must, 
of itself, work a radical change in school work. It opens 
new fields and regions, new modes of school-room thought. 

What the child learns fo do becomes at once a possession 
more positive and permanent than the thing he has simply 
learned to understand; and by doing, the ability ¢o do is 
rapidly and surely increased. Drawing, the preliminary of 
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construction, properly taught, becomes, in the pupil’s hand, 
both an aid and a guide to his studies in most of the 
branches of the course. Its relation to the memory is un- 
other of its important advantages. 

With respect to any scheme for converting our Common 
Schools into what is intended by the term Industrial, or any 
attempt to divide our pupils into classes to be trained for 
particular trades or occupations, it will be found too im- 
practicable to justify any serious discussion ; yet it may be 
a wise mode of public educational effort to establish a few 


industrial schools for pupils who have attained sufficient 


elementary education to have developed decided abilities 
and tastes for particular departments of industry. 


TABULAR ARRANGEMENT OF THE COURSE. 


PRIMARY SCHOOLS. 


HOURS PEB WHER 


SUBJECTS OF INSTRUCTION. rma 


1ST YEAR. | 2D YEAR. | 3D YEAR. 
Oval Lessons, bi 24s0s eons 4 4 4 36 
RGBMING. .. <tavicehdegeeenane 5 5 4 bts 
Writing (copying on slate), _ — — ¥e 
Spsiling, «is iyssvesenes ee aes 3 4 4 Kg 
Arithmotio,.\ Swuccetara see 2 4 5 ™ 
Geography, <i issues ecab ces — 1 3 . 
TCM, bys 4h west sande Swan 4 3 2 55 
DIRE, o's tus dees to eke 1 1 1 S 
INTERMEDIATE SCHOOLS. 
| HOURS PER WEEK. i 
; ) ——_— 0. OF 
SUBJECTS OF INSTRUCTION. wareele 
1sT YEAR. | 2D YEAR. | 3D YEAR. 

Oral LiOssONS Nias eck ec aas ss 5 5 4 36 
Reading gc. is tes eee 4 q 3 rie 
WeEMUNO NG uviy sav eu scares a: 2 2 2 ‘a4 
Spelling ted. vf te iveers Vac ees 3 3 3 e 
APIENINGTIG- 26k oe ck c apres 4 4 4 “ 
GeORTS ONT, Pe. ter whee cen 2 2 3, ig 
Traine. ju2 shoe ei aaa ee 2 2 2 af 
BIWSiG, Gr. Soong ht ee eae 1 1 1 oe 
History jodie. vsecs tr Re wk pone 14%: ‘“ 


‘SUBJECTS OF INSTRUCTION.|_ 
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GRAMMAR SCHOOL. 


HOURS PER WEEK. 
rare coaay orn Bae poecupennecne] eS CTs tS 


WEEKS. 
1ST YEAR. | 2D YEAR. | 3D YEAR. 

Jy ES 2 14 1 40 
i 3h 3 2 " 
A Ss 14 14 1} oh 
ie Se 14 14 14 o 
CO A 24 24 1 ve 
BY OES | en 4 4 4 § 
ot i 3 3 3 Os 
Sy 1 24 4 As 
OE SE en ae 2 2 2 4g 
Natural Philosophy,....... — 1 24 20 
ceih | 4 SS Z —., —_ 20 
ES ae 14 1 1 40 

Compositiohs, at intervals of three weeks. Declamations, 

Recitations from Authors. Monthly Test Examinations. 


HIGH SCHOOL. 


HOURS PER WEEK. 


SUBJECTS OF INSTRUCTION.|_ aki a 
I. YEAR. II. YEAR.|ITI. yYEAR|TV. YEAR 3 
OCA «Sa 3} | ao 2h was 16 
Ty 34 — - — 24 
Ts _ 3h — — 28 
4. Trigonometry, &c..... — - — 4 40 
STE ge 3 _ — — 16 
6. Mineralogy,........... 14 — _— — 24 
Se OORT Caan — 3 _ — 16 
SS ee — — 2} — 16 
9. Nat. Philosophy,...... -- 3 — — 24 
i” CA Sea ae a — 3 — — 16 
Te ae -- 3h — — 24 
i BerrOnOmy,;. . ....... — — 3 coon °4 
OSS Oa 24 2 — es 40 
14. Rhetoric&Composit’n, 3 14 — — 40 
15. English Literature,.... — — Qh 14 40 
ae ReaeCOry, Fo0@.,....-...- — — am 14 40 
Beereee etBUOTY,....>-... 2h — — _ 16 
18. Constitution, U.S...... - — 2} — 24 
ES eee _- _ 3} 3 40 
20. Moral Philsophy,... “= — — 3 16 
21. Mental Philosophy,. — —_ _— 3 24 
22. Latin and Greek,...... 4 4 4 4 40 
OS a rrr 1 1 1 1 40 
24. Music, 1 1 1 1 40 


ELECTIVE STUDIES. 


Latin, elective for studies 13., 1. & 6. in the first year; 14., 16. & 7. in 
the second year, and 19., 1. & 18. in the third year. | . 

Pupils preparing for College, in addition to Latin and Greek, study: 
1st year, Rhetoric and Composition, Analysis, Chemistry, and Algebra; 
2d year, Geometry, and throughout the remainder of the Classical course, 
the English studies required for admission to College. 
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PLAN OF INSTRUCTION. 
ARRANGED BY TOPICS, WITH SUGGESTIONS TO TEACHERS. 


Each of the grades contains three classes, and the course 
contemplates the continuance of the pupil three years in each 
grade; excepting the additional or fourth year provided for 
the High School, and the fact that the children in the Primary 
first year are ordinarily in attendance two years before ad- 
vancement to the second class. 

In order to exhibit, the most readily, the relation of in- 
struction in each grade to the whole course of study, the 
schedule is arranged by topics, accompanied with suggestions 
pertinent to the portion assigned to the work of each year. 


ORAL INSTRUCTION. 


PRIMARY SCHOOL. 
First Year, (fifieen minutes each day.) —* 


Topics.—Principal parts of the human body and their uses. 
The five senses. The cardinal points of the compass. The 
three primary colors, with examples. The domestic animals, 
their habits and characterestics. Common objects, their form, 
size, color, aud more observable properties. Moral instruc- 
tion by means of short narratives, parables, or aphorisms, 
which the child is to be encouraged to repeat in his own lan- 
guage. 

Suggestions.—It need not be urged that this instruction 
should be very simple, conversational, and animated; that the 
child should be encouraged to tell the teacher all he knows; 
that visible objects should be used to gain and hold the at- 
tention; that where analysis is required it should be illus- 
trated by visible operations, — such as an actual separation of 
the parts of an apple, or a branch bearing leaves, or a stalk 
bearing leaves and flowers, bark, wood, trunk, root, ete; 
accompanying the exercise when practicable with spelling 
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the words used as names, and with writing them upon the 
blackboard, for the child to imitate upon his slate. For the 
gradual training of the perceptive faculties, employ compari- 
sons of familiar objects as to size, color, ete. 

In. moral instruction, very simple anecdotes, brief Scripture 
narrative, or common maxims, may be employed to impress 
the importance of truth, the odiousness of a lie, the value of 
virtuous character, the misery of sinning, etc. 

Here the teacher should be quickened to most earnest effort 
by the thought that she sustains a responsibility in this part 
of her work infinitely transcending all her other obligations. 

Careful and thorough preparation should be made for these 
lessons, that they may be accurate and apt, and suitable to be 


reviewed, and to be held clearly and permanently in the mind 
of the child. 


» Second Year (fifteen minutes each day). 


Topics. — The three kingdoms of nature, — animal, vegeta- 
ble and mineral; with easy lessons upon the domestic and 
wild animals; such as live on the land, in the air, in the 
water, in warm or cold climates; that eat flesh or vegetable 
food; that have hair, fur, wool, feathers, scales, ete. 
Trees, — forest, fruit, shade, shrubs, grains, grasses, etc. 
Minerals distinguished as rocks, metals, gravel, sand, dust, 
etc. Illustrated by visible examples. Moral lessons con- 
tinued. 

Suggestions.—Let the teacher not feel that too wide a 
field is opened here, or be discouraged by the magnitude of 
the task imposed. 

Wide as are these kingdoms of nature, the distinguishing 
tokens of membership are few, and easily taught, so also of 
the differentiz of the carnivorous and herbiferous, and simi- 
Jar distinction; the adaptations of structure and covering to 
to the element or climate to be inhabited, etc. Leading points 
should not be obscured by too numerous details. Here it is 
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— essential that the teacher should make thorough preparation. 
The topics of instruction are fundamental to the Natural 
Sciences, as they may hereafter be critically studied. Fre-— 
quent reviews should be had of these lessons, and the teacher 
should bear in mind that the readiness with which the lesson 
will be remembered will depend chiefly upon the interest 
excited, and not upon any special task laid upon the memory. 
The impression made by an animated conversational exercise 
of this sort will not suffer the main points of the instruction 
to be lost. Moral instruction, as the child has now found 
itself more at home in school exercises, should assume more 
methodical forms. The precepts imparted should be such as 
may be exemplified in the habits of school life, to a great 
degree. | 

Truthfulness, benevolence, treatment of companions, of 
parents, brothers, sisters, respect for age, kindness to infe- 
riors, to animals,—the traits of selfishness, quarrelling, cru- 
elty, deception, ete; the value and the obligations of good 
manners With applications of the precepts taught to conduct 
in and out of the school-room. 


Third Year (fifteen minutes daily). 


Topics. —Kingdom of Nature, continued. Elements of ge- 
ographical knowledge. Name and boundaries of the town; 
form and dimensions of the school-room; its situation rela- 
tively to the street, to the town ;—illustrated by drawings up- 
on the blackboard, to be imitated upon the slate; modes of 
determining distances by measurements ; distinction of civil 
divisions, as towns, cities, counties, States and Nation. 

General Suggestions.—The ‘Teacher, in accordance with 
this plan, has three distinct exercises, called ‘* oral lessons ” 
assigned for each day. If conducted in a suitably animated 
manner, each will engage the attention of all the classes, so 
far as any may not be occupied with work at their slates upon 
their own special copies. Those listening will have the ben- 
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efit of the information thus acquired ; yet there is another 
class of benefits which is desirable also. Where the lessons 
have been illustrated by drawings, the pupil is furnished with 
profitable occupation in imitating, or tracing, or writing upon 
his slate ; e. g., lessons involving the distinguishing forms of a 
leaf may be materially assisted by the pupil’s tracing the out- 
lines of the maple leaf, beech, oak, apple, etc., which has 
been furnished him for the purpose. 


INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL. 


First Year (fifteen minutes, four times a week). 


Topics.—The sources, materials, preparation, and qualities 
of food, clothing and other prime necessaries of life, with 
the geographical information involved, and use of the school 
maps to indicate sources, climates, and transit of products. 
The leading business pursuits of New England; materials, 
machinery or tools for the same. The mutual dependence 
of trades upon each other. Lessons upon the topics in 
“Our World.” The formand rotation of the earth explained 
by the use of the globe. The rudiments of map-drawing, 
upon the blackboard and paper, — beginning with drawings 
of the school-room, house and yard, and section of the town 
nearest the school, and so on to the tracing of the boundaries 
of the town. 

Instruction respecting the lines employed to designate 
coasts, shores, islands, rivers, mountains, railroads, etc. 

Suggestions.—Review, every day, the work of the pre- 
ceding, very briefly; and, at the assigned hour upon the fifth 
day, the work of the preceding four. |” 

Let the pupil, so far as his ability to write or draw will 
permit, put the leading points of the lesson on paper at his 
desk, and practice reproducing the same upon the black. 
board at subsequent test exercises. 
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Let the lessons be brief and rapid, and the work brisk and 
animated. 


Second Year (thirty minutes, three times a week). 


Topics.—* Our World,” used by the teacher, for topics, 
not the arrangement of them. Outline map-drawing, with 
the use of parallels and meridians for the determination of 
distances and relative positions. Practice upon the map of 
Massachusetts ; attaching the maps of the other New England 
States to the same, until the pupil can draw them from mem- 
ory. Locate upon these maps the principal Rivers, Moun- 
tains, Cities, Towns, etc. Exercises in description of the 
Contour, Waters, Surface, Climate, Vegetation, Animals, 
and leading Industries of Massachusetts. Moral lessons, 
continued. 

Suggestions.—In the drawing involved, it is better to give 
the pupil for practice, small portions of the outline at a time, 
until the same may be thoroughly memorized. In the lessons 
from “Our World,” the teacher should avoid introducing too 
great a variety of topics, or those which may dilute the inter- 
est which is needed for the special topic in hand, or divert 
the attention from the teacher to the book. 


Third Year (thirty minutes, twice a week). 


Topics. —The oral lessons of the second year continued. 
More extended use of “Our World.”’ The positions, forms, 
relative size, population, and wealth of the New England 
States, with outline map-drawing of the United States, em- 
bracing contour, principal Mountain Ranges, and the River 
and Lake Systems, Outlines of the Basin of the Mississippi 
and principal tributaries; of Chesapeake Bay and tribu- 
taries; also of the Ohio and Missouri Rivers, and of the - 
Hudson, with details of the latter, as in the Map of New Eng- 
land. Moral lessons, continued. 

Suggestions.—In the Drawing course, the pupils should, 
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at this stage, receive instruction upon the geometrical lines 
and circles used in geographical studies; and upon the sys- 
tem of measuring circles and angles, in simple lessons. As 
the oral lessons assigned for this class may be alternated with 
those of the second class (the one occupying the assigned 
half hour for three days, and the other for two days of the 
week), opportunity may be had to unite the third class with 
the second, if desirable, and secure a review of the work of 
the preceding year. It is recommended to the teacher to 
make her preparation for this oral instruction in Geography 
on paper, both the drawings to be placed upon the _ black- 
board, and the heads of the subject matter for the lessons ; 
in order to secure a suitably concise, and properly connected 
presentation of the topic, and to furnish the pupils with 
headings suitable for their subsequent examinations, upon the 
topics. 


GRAMMAR SCHOOL. 


First Year (half hour, three times a week). 


Topics. —Plants and Animals, structure and habits of same, 
‘involving the Elements of Physiology, accompanied with ex- 
ercises in writing brief abstracts and descriptions by the 
pupils, comments upon facts and expressions being deferred 
to the days assigned for oral instruction in Grammar. 

The use of Hooker’s Books of Nature recommended as 
general guides, and occasional readings, but not as books for 
recitation. Moral lessons, continued. 

Suggestions.—It is desired that the oral lessons in this 
class shall be conversational; that the matter prepared by 
the teacher shall be so obviously independent of any forms or 
methods or illustrations given in a text-book, that the pupil’s 

‘attention shall be given wholly to the instruction of the 
teacher; and that the pupil, having taken notes, shall be en- 
couraged to bring in additional explanations or illustrations, 
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derived from his reading upon the topics, in his written exer- 
cises. The work thus done with the pen or pencil should be 
esteemed as of great importance to his subsequent work in 
composition, correct use of language, and ease of expression. 


— Second Year (half hour, three times a week). 


Topics.—Air, Water, Light, Heat, and generally the range 
of topics, and the methods of treating them given in the 
“ Books of Nature,” Part 8d; with test exercises upon one 
of the topics, as frequently as once in a week, in the form of ex- 
planations, oral and written, by the class in divisions, — such 
that each pupil may have practice both in the oral and the 
written exercises as frequently as once each month. Moral 
lessons, continued. 

Suggestions.—The ends to be sought, in this stage of in- 
struction, being at once useful and quickening observation 
of natural phenomena and facility in language, the pupil 
should be guided by the carefully prepared analysis and in- 
structive suggestions of the teacher. j 

The headings of the principal and subordinate divisions 
of the topic should be written by the pupil as uttered by the 
teacher, and instruction given as to the perspicacity and 
conciseness of terms used. ‘The pupil’s work in this con- 
nection should not be obstructed by criticism of spelling or 
grammatical construction. He should, the rather, be en- 
couraged to express his thoughts boldly and in the shortest 
practicable time, and the criticisms alluded to be deferred 
to the work upon Grammar. In moral lessons, questions in 
casuistry, touching manners in school, family and social life, 
—of such a nature as to invite discussion. 


Third Year (two half hours per week). 


Topics. —Natural Philosophy, with drawing of illustrative 
diagrams, and simple experiments.- 
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Easy lessons upon the mechanical powers, gravitation, hy- 
drostatics, etc. 

_ The test exercises to consist in the pupil’s explanations from 
diagrams of his own construction, and so far as practicable 
by methods of his own invention. 

Moral lessons, contiuned. 

Suygestions.—At this stage, as appropriately as at any, 
of this conversational school-work, the pupil should be ocea- 
sionally called upon to solve problems in Natural Science, 
without the aid of any book, or special instruction from the 
teacher, and to put his solution on paper. His invention 
and reason should be called into exercise, in the way of using 
a few clearly understood principles in their application to phe- 
nomena not explained in accessible books, — innumerable 
examples of which occur in the familiar objects and opera- 
tions around us. 


HIGH SCHOOL. 


Topics. —Natural Science, in the order of its occurrence in 
the course. History. English Language and Literature. 
Structure of our Government and that of England. Biogra- 
phies of representative men, and pivotal events, discoveries, 
inventions, etc., in the history of civilization. 

Frequent lessons upon Elemental and Conventional Mo- 
rality and Manners. 

Suggestions.—The Committee do not deem it necessary to 
prescribe the times or the order of these oral exercises in the 
High School; but they are impressed with the importance of 
a due proportion of direct oral instruction, in this as well 
as in the lower schools. 

In most branches of Natural Science, the teacher may very 
profitably indicate to his class the nature and value of the 
study by digests, in the form of familiar conversational lec- 
tures, exhibiting the logic, practical bearing, inductions, ete. 
of the method of study to be pursued. In History it will natu- 
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rally very much aid both the instruction and the pupil’s 
acquisition, if points of comparison of age with age, country 


with country, race with race, as well as distinctly formative | 


influences, or the reverse, shall have been, in an animated 
or impressive manner, presented by the teacher and noted by 
the pupil at early stages of the study. Similarly the topics 
of Civil Government, English Literature, Biography, the 
earlier and more remote consequences of inventions, discov- 
eries, wars, etc., open fields for this form of a teacher's 
usefulness. 

Little more need be said, by way of suggestion to instruc- 
tors, than that the hearing of recitations with critical atten- 
tion, and explanatory remarks, is not the whole, if indeed 
the most important work of instruction. The quickening 
and guidance of thought, in the class, is far more effectively 
reached by well-directed conversational openings of the topics 
of study. 

The pupil upon entering a new field of study is in an atti- 
tude similar to that of a traveller entering a strange land, 
without the means of interpreting readily the significance of 
the new objects, scenes, and terms he encounters. 

Previous instruction is essential to the intelligent observa- 
tion and profitable study of the new field. The character of 
this instruction should be determined by the exigencies of the 
topic itself and of the mind employed upon it. 

In the departments of Morals and Manners, topics will 
readily suggest themselves, arising from the teacher’s daily 
observation of his pupils. In this, as well as in other de- 
partments of oral instruction, it is suggested that it is not 
the formal lecture, so much as a mutual and animated con- 
versation, which has the promise of the benefits sought. 
The pupil’s thought or opinion, once expressed by himself 
with accuracy and clearness, is ripened into a personal prin- 


ciple of action, as no precept addressed to his ear will ever 
be. 
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ARITHMETIC. 
PRIMARY. 
first Year (Daily exercises). 


The notion of numbers to be developed to the limits of 
20 by the employment of invisible objects. Practice count- 
ing from 1 to 100 simultaneously with writing the digits 
upon the slate, in the Arabic characters, by the pupil. 

Adding numbers not exceeding 10, or whose sums shall 
not exceed 20, using the Numeral Frame, and simple draw- 
ings, as well as other visible objects, in all cases as guides to 
the mental work involved. Explain the denominations of U. 
S. Money. Simple tables of addition constructed upon the 
black-board for the child to imitate upon his slate, and prac- 
tice till these relations of numbers become familiar to him. 

Suggestions.—As a large proportion of the pupils of this 
grade are, with more or less regularity of attendance, in the 
school during two years before advancing to the work of the 
Primary Second Class, the teacher has opportunity for the 
training of the child in Numbers, at easy stages. The 
amount of this training need not be restricted to the text of 
this plan, but the Committee would advise the thoughtful 
consideration of the following maxims :— 


The child at this age is not able, nor if able, is it desirable 
that he should deal with abstractions. 

The great point now to be gained is the culture of his per- 
ceptive, not his reflective powers. His observation is to be 
exercised till he promptly discovers relations and proportions 
and not his memory tasked with what he has not thus dis- 
covered. Hence visible objects, and signs of Numbers, as 
well as such relations of Numbers as can be comprehended 
by the eye, ear or touch, and tabulated by the child’s own 
hand, should be continuously employed until these Numbers, 
relations, etc., shall have become perfectly familiar. 
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Second Year (Daily Excercises). 


The Reading of Numbers not exceeding thousands. 

The adding of Numbers on the slate, not exceeding hun- 
dreds. 

Subtraction of Numbers not exceeding 20 each from 
Minuends not exceeding 50, mentally, and upon the slate or 
blackboard simultaneously. 

Ready reckonings in Addition and Subtraction combined, 
with numbers not exceeding 10, and amounts not exceeding 
100. 

Add by 2’s, 3’s, 4’s, and 5’s to 100. Subtracting by same 
scales. 

Suggestions.—Let the child practice arranging these ex- 
ercises upon the slate, in neat tabular forms, at his desk. 
What he has learned readily to do with Numbers will be 
practically and permanently remembered, and the exercise, 
in so far as it engages his ingenuity and pleases his eye by 
its order and neatness, will greatly aid rapid progress in 
arithmetic, and at the same time accustom him to work at his 
desk, to form habits of quiet industry, and cultivate his 
regard for order. | 


Third Year (Daily Exercises). 


Ready reckoning in Addition and Subtraction combined. 
(Example. Take 10, add 6, subtract 5, add 7, add 3, sub- 
tract 5, subtract 4; result?) using no number greater than 
100 in amount for mental exercises, and no number to be 
added or subtracted exceeding 10. 

On the slate, practice Addition and Subtraction of num- 
bers not exceeding thousands. ‘The tables in Addition and 
Subtraction to be constructed in variety of forms by the 
pupil. Those in Multiplication and Division to be taught 
simultaneously as far as the table of 5’s._ Instruction in the 
use of the signs in arithmetical operation, and their employ- 
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ment in the construction of tables. Practice combinations of 
easy numbers in variety, involving Addition, Subtraction, 
etc., in the same example. 

Suggestions.—Ready reckoning is, for most purposes, the 
most valuable accomplishment in arithmetical knowledge. 
The accountant who can add and subtract with the greatest 
facility and accuracy is selected for the most responsible posts. 
This practice in school is, if well conducted, very animating, 
and as soon as the similar relations of Numbers are fairly com- 
prehended, a favorite exercise both with teacher and pupil. 

In the general outline of arithmetical work thus far given, 
regard is had to the maxim that the child’s perceptive powers 
are to be diligently cultivated before his reflective powers are 
tasked; that mental arithmetic should not outstrip written, 
or, in a word, outstrip his ability to construct the edifices of 
Numbers with his eye and hand. 

The use of Eaton’s Primary Arithmetic in this grade, or 
Hagar’s, should not supersede the direct oral instruction as 
herein described; nor should recitations from the book be 
accepted as an equivalent. 


INTERMEDIATE. 
First Year (Daily Hxercises). 

Written Arithmetic commenced (Hagar’s Elementary). 

Written and Mental Arithmetic, in corresponding exercises 
in Addition and Subtraction, the numbers to be written from 
dictation. Operations in United States Currency, promi- 
nently for examples, Multiplication and Division tables 
combined, continued and completed. 

Ready reckoning practised daily, introducing Multipli- 
cation and Division, but employing neither Multiplier or 
Divisor greater than 10. ‘Tables constructed by the pupil, 
from numbers dictated by the teacher, upon the principle of 
Ready reckoning. The Roman Numerals taught, and the 
Principles of Notation and Numeration. 
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Suggestion. —Never permit the pupil to consider the acqui- 
sition of the lesson in the book as equivalent to the work 


assigned him by the teacher, upon the arithmetical topic of © 


the day. 


Second Year (Daily Exercises). 


Written Arithmetic (Hagar’s Elementary) continued, the 
Fundamental Rules reviewed, Factoring and Fractions com- 
menced. Ready reckoning continued and applied to the 
United States Currency. 

Suggestions. —Mental and written exercises to be employed 
at every stage, as heretofore. 


Third Year (Daily LHaxercises). 


Fractions, continued. Denominative and Compound Num- 
bers. Percentage. 

Suggestions. —The theory upon which this course is pre- 
scribed, contemplates more practical work in Arithmetic in 
the Intermediate School; more ground to be traversed, but 
less labor, less difficult work, than has belonged to this grade 
in the past, deferring the more critical and “thorough” study 
of the same to the next higher grade. The course here 
indicated is to be regarded as a general preparation for a 
thorough study of Written Arithmetic in the Grammar 
School, rather than a thorough study of a part (and that the 
most important part), to be succeeded by the study of the 
more advanced parts, in the higher school. For such study 
the intermediate pupil is not sufficiently mature, while his 
familiarity with more arithmetical practice, in exercises 
appropriately simple and intelligible, is a valuable prep- 
aration for his work in the Grammar School, which work 
should commence with Notation, and be prosecuted con- 
nectedly and thoroughly to the completion of the Arithmetic. 


—— Sts 
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GRAMMAR SCHOOL. 
First Year, First Term (four recitations per week). 


Notation, Numeration, Addition, Subtraction, Multiplica- 
tion, Division, Factoring, Multiples, Common Fractions, and 
Relation of Numbers. Monthly Test examinations. 


Second Term (four recitations per week). 


Decimal Fractions, operations in U.S. Money, with re- 
views, and monthly test examinations. 


Third Term ( four recitations per week). 


Computations, Business Methods, Bills and Accounts, with 
revised Problems, and monthly test examinations. 

Suggestions.—The text-book to be employed is Hagar’s, 
and the assigned work for the first year extends to Chap. 
34, or “Denominate Numbers.” One of the four exercises 
of each week is to be devoted to test examples, involving 
the principles already acquired, and the monthly test exam- 
inations are designed to establish the competency of the class 
to proceed with the topics of the book, without pausing for 
a further review. The teachers are expected to make up 
monthly reports of class standing for the inspection of the 
Committee. 


Second Year, First Term ( four recitations per week). 


The first three weeks devoted to review of the work of 
the preceding year. Denominate Numbers, Measures of Ex- 
tension, Capacity, Weight, Time, and Compound Numbers. 


Second Term (four recitations per week). 


Aliquot Parts, Measurements, Percentage, Commission, 
Insurance, with review problems, as in preceding year. 
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Third Term (four recitations per week). 


Interest, Partial Payments, Present Worth, Commercial 
Discount. Review problems once a week. Monthly test 
Examinations. 


Third Year. 


The remaining topics of Hagar’s Arithmetic to the comple- 
tion of the work. Three recitations per week, and a general 
exercise upon the preceding work of Arithmetic, in any of 
its parts, once each week. 

General Suggestions. —Occasional practice in ready-reck- 
oning, will always have this merit, at least,—that it will tend 
to the saving of time in much of the arithmetical work in 
the class; and its value to accountants, already alluded to 
(page 43), is obvious. | 

The thorough acquisition of the fundamental principles of 
Arithmetic, and readiness in applying them with accuracy, 
is to be regarded as the work to be done, not the solution of 
puzzling problems, or the “ performance” of long lists of 


examples. 


HIGH SCHOOL. 


Occasional exercises in review of Arithmetic, particularly 
Ratio and Proportion, Involution, Evolution, and Progression, 
both Arithmetical and Geometrical, assigned to the school as 


topics, and to be explained by the pupils independently of 
any text-books. 


GEOGRAPHY. 


In the Primary and Intermediate grades insiruction in 
Geography is provided in the course of Oral Instruction 
(which see). 


GRAMMAR SCHOOL. 
First Year. ; 


Warren’s Common School Geography, to South America, 
omitting unimportant portions. Outline map drawing of 
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North America, and of each of the United States, from mem- 
ory. Thirty of the larger cities of the U.S. to be fully 
described with respect to location, natural advantages, pecu- 
liarities of business, etc. 


Second Year. 


Warren’s Common School Geography completed. Map- 
drawing of the continents. Special Instruction upon the 
commercial relations of the leading countries. ‘he review 
questions upon pages 52 and 96. 


Third Year. 


Physical Geography.—Reviews by map-drawing, and illus- 
trations with the Tellurion. be 


HIGH SCHOOL. 


Occasional reviews in Geography, particularly Physical 
Geography, as in the Arithmetical Course. 


GRAMMAR. 


In the Primary and Intermediate Schools, throughout the 
course of instruction, the pupils are to be taught the correct 
use of language, in oral and written practice, with such sim- 
ple reasons for the corrections made as are intelligible to the 
child. As, for example, “I see the books yesterday.” Let 
the child be informed respecting the appropriate use of 
“see” and “saw” and “will or shall see,” by explaining 
the difference of time involved in the expressions. So of 
other verbs in most frequent use, and of mistakes of number 
and other grammatical inaccuracies. Without the employ- 
ment of the technical terms, the teacher can be incessantly 
inculeating the proper use of our language. While not a 
“study” for the pupil, it cannot cease to be a study with the 
teacher, how best to inculcate propriety of speech. 


AQ 


GRAMMAR SCHOOL. 
First Year. 


The Parts of Speech, their inflections and offices in the sen- 
tence, taught orally. Correction of errors in speech. 
Principles applied in a systematic course of Composition. 
Rules of | unctuation. 

Suggestions.—An interest in the structure of the language 
will be the most naturally excited and sustained by such oral 
instruction, and work in composing, as shall demonstrate the 
need and utility of separating the sentence into its constitu- 
ent elements,—of naming and describing the parts of speech. 
Hence the subject is entrusted to the oral instruction of the 
teacher, rather than to the pages of the book. In, the com- 
position by the pupil, the amplification of short sentences, by 
the introduction of modifying words and phrases, as well as 
connectives and prepositions, may be one of the modes of 
illustrating the value of the study. 


Second Year. 


Definitions and inflections of the parts of speech, contin- 
ued. The general structure of sentences. Corrections of 
false Etymology and Punctuation. Compositions to be writ- 
ten at intervals of three weeks, and after correction to be 
copied into blank books, and preserved until close of the 
year. Letter writing and instruction upon condensation in 
style of business letters, as well as proprieties of addresses, 
etc. 

Third Year. 

Syntax, Parsing, Correction of false Syntax, Composi- 

tions as in preceding year. 


HIGH SCHOOL. 

Greene’s Analysis, and Hart’s Rhetoric and Composition 
continued during the first and second years; and English 
Literature, during the third and fourth years. 

Compositions at intervals of three weeks. 
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| HISTORY. 

The reading of Campbell’s History of the United States, 
commenced with the third year of the Intermediate Grade. 
Full oval illustration and explanation of the text by the 
teacher. Some of the more important dates to be memor- 
_ized, and abstracts to be written of a few of the more impor- 
tant portions. | 

GRAMMAR SCHOOL. 
First Year. 

Reading of History of the United States. Continued. 
Abstracts written, and during the second year pursued as a 
study down to the Administrations. And during the third 
year, the History of the Administrations and of the rebellion. 


- 


Second Year. 


English History, Worcester’s Elements. 


READING.. 
PRIMARY. 
First Year. 


Exercises written upon the blackboard, and the use of the 
Pictorial Primer. 


Second Year. Hillard’s Second Reader. 


The teacher observing the directions given in the book. 
Special drills in articulation, and appropriate expression. 
The names, and more obvious uses of the Punctuation marks, 
as well as of the Capital Letters. 


Third Year. 
Hillard’s Third Reader (Primary), following the directions 
in the Reader. | 
The substance of the lesson to be given by the teacher to 
the class, in her own language before the reading is com- 
menced ; eliciting, as far as practicable, a conversation with 
the children, sufficient to inspire their interest in the subject 
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matter. Appropriate inflections of voice, with experimental 
examples for the class to criticise. 


INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL. 
First Year. Hillard’s Fourth Reader. 


The pupil to be required to enunciate separately and dis- 
tinctly the sounds of the vowels and consonants, without dic- 
tation from the teacher, except in the correction of errors. 
Practice upon the more difficult combination of sounds. 
Punctuation taught orally, the pupil to write from dictation, 
and punctuate simple sentences. 


Second Year. Hillard’s Intermediate Reader. 


Drills in correct pronunciation, distinct articulation, and 
fluent utterance. Punctuation of sentences or passages, dic- 
tated by the teacher, and written by the pupil, with instruct- 
ion respecting the differences of meaning by effect of punctua- 
tion. 


Third Year. 

Practice in the exercises given in the introduction of the 
Intermediate Reader upon articulation, pronunciation, accent, 
inflection and emphasis. Commence reading in course Camp- 
bell’s United States History. (See page 51. Punctuation, 
as in preceding year. ) 


GRAMMAR SCHOOL. 
First Year. 
Hillard’s Fifth Reader to page 187. Daily drill in the 


exercises of the introduction. The Reading of the History 
of the United States continued. ; 


Second Year. 
The 5th Reader completed. Selections from best Ameri- 
can authors. 


/ - 


Third Year. 


Hillard’s Sixth Reader. The declaration of Independence, 
and the Constitution of the United States. 
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HIGH SCHOOL. 


One hour each week to be devoted to reading of selections, 
assigned by the teacher, or of passages not previously 
studied, with instruction upon the management of the voice 
as well as upon the several requisites for distinct, accurate, 
animated and graceful reading. 


SPELLING. 
PRIMARY. 
First Year. ° 


Words written upon the blackboard and pronounced by 
the teacher ; the sounds analyzed for the child’s imitation and 
practice, also the words of the reading exercises for similar 
practice. ‘The writing of the words, in script characters, as 
soon as the child attains the requisite ability. 


Second Year. 


Spelling orally and by writing, the words of the first 50 
pages of Worcester’s Primary Speller. Practicing phonical 
spelling in frequent exercises. Frequent reviews without 
preparation, to test the effect of the instruction. 


Third Year. 


Primary Speller completed. Practice upon the sounds of 
difficult words. Reviews without preparation. More ex- 
tended instruction upon marks of punctuation and use of the 
capital letters. ; 

INTERMEDIATE. 


First Year. 


Fifty-five pages, Worcester’s Pronouncing Speller. 
Second Year. 

To page 71 in the same. 
Third Year. 


To page 80 in the same. Oral and written exercises, with 
monthly tests for record, and annual spelling for the banner. 
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GRAMMAR SCHOOL. 
First Year. 


To page 100, in the same speller, with frequent reviews 
from the beginning. 


Second Year. 


The book completed. Reviews from the beginning. 


. Third Year. 


Reviews and test exercises. Instruction upon the more 
common prefixes and suffixes. Weekly exercises in writing 
from dictation, with instruction respecting punctuation and 
arrangement of paragraphs. Annual spelling for the banner. 


HIGH SCHOOL. 


Occasional rehearsals from the Pronouncing Speller, and 
annual spelling for the banner. 


WRITING AND DRAWING. 


It is intended that these branches shall be taught connect- 
edly, in the order of the numbers of the writing-books, and — 
of the drawing-charts, in use. In the Primary, the child 
may be taught to make the script letters, in connection with 
his first lessons in free hand drawing, and with exercises 
upon the slate, in lines, angles and figures. Louis Bail’s 
charts, Nos. 1, 2, and 3, being used in this grade. 

Inventive drawing, permitted in the way of combining 
the lines given by the teacher. The proper holding of the 
pencil or crayon, and the motions of the hand and arm to be 
directed with special care. 


INTERMEDIATE. 
First Year. , 
Drawing chart No.4, and the Elements of Map-drawing 
(see page 33). Writing with the pen commenced, Payson & 
Dunton’s Book, No. 1. 
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Second Year. 


Drawing chart No. 5 and simple lessons in Geometrical 
drawing, as used in maps and representations of field surveys, 
with the use of a rule and measure, the same embellished 
with free hand drawing. 


Writing Book No, 2, Third Year. 
Drawing chart No. 6, with Geometrical lines and circles 
or curves, as used in Geographical drawing. The system of 
measuring circles and angles in simple practical lessons. 


Writing Book No 8. 


GRAMMAR SCHOOL. 
First Year. 

Drawing chart No. 7, inventive drawing with straight lines 
continued. Writing Book No. 4, drill exercises in hand 
movements. 

Second Year. 


Drawing chart No. 8, inventive drawing in curves. Draw- 
ing from objects or models. Writing Look No. 5, drill ex- 
ercises in hand movements. 


Third Year. 


Higher numbers of the charts, and practice from models. 
Writing Books 6 and 7. 


HIGH SCHOOL. 


Practice of drawing of illustrations in the Natural Sciences 
and Mathematics. 


MUSIC. 
PRIMARY. 
First Year. 


Simple songs without notes ; development of voice. 
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Second Year. 
Note reading commenced. 
Third Year. 


Note reading continued; three keys. 
INTERMEDIATE. 


First Year. 
Practice of the scale; singing by note, using numbers, let- 
ters and syllables. 


Second Year. 


Same continued. The twelve keys. Musical enunciation. 


Third Year. 


Same continued. Reading of notes at sight. Use of 
charts. 


GRAMMAR. 


First Year. 


Previous exercise continued. Studies in time, chromatics 
and intervals. 


Second Year. 
Singing of rounds and two part songs. ‘The voice. 


Third Year. 


Three part songs and glees. Musical expression. 


HIGH SCHOOL. 
Reviews and practice of more difficult compositions. 
The topics of study in the High School are indicated in 
the tabular arrangement on page 23. 


The table does not include the exercises in declamation, 
composition, recitations from authors or the subjects of 


\ 
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drawing and spelling. These, and other general exercises, 
never to be omitted, must be.adjusted from term to term 
consistently with the large number of recitations required. 

The growing numbers of those disposed to avail them- 
selves of the Classical Course, will soon require additional 
assistance in the instruction. 


REGULATIONS. 
I. School Sessions. 


The High School has one daily session, commencing at 8 
A. M. and closingat 1 P.M. In all the other schools there 
are two sessions daily, commencing at 9 A. M. and closing 
at 12 M., and at 14 P. M. closing at 33 P. M. In weather 
severely stormy, either of the schools may prolong the morn- 
ing session one hour, and omit the afternoon session for the 
day. ‘The school-rooms to be opened by the teacher jifteen 
minutes, and in stormy or cold weather twenty minutes before 
school time. ‘The school-bell is to be rung jive minutes be- 
fore the hour of the session, and the pupils to be in their 
seats in readiness for the opening exercises precisely at the 
hour. The morning sessions to have one recess, not to ex- 
ceed fifteen minutes. 


Il. Attendance. 


All the pupils required to be present durigg each daily ses- 
sion, unless excused by reason of sickness. ‘The reasons for 
absence to be furnished to the teacher, in writing, by the par- 
ent or guardian of the pupil, and preserved for the record of 
the school. In case such written explanation is neglected or 
_ refused, the teacher is requested to note the facts, for the 
consideration of the Committee. Pupils delinquent in their 
studies, or in deportment, or requiring special assistance in 
their school work, may be detained by the teacher one hour 
after the close of the P. M. session. Those who are tardy 
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will be required to bring a written excuse from the parent or 
guardian. A roll of Honor, indicating superior fidelity in at- 
tendance and punctuality, shall be published in the annual 
report. 


III. School Houses. 

The school-rooms, grounds, all the premises are to be kept 
neat and in good order; the teacher will enforce this as one 
of the important requirements of the pupils. Any damage 
done to the house or any part of the premises must be paid 
for by the parent or guardian of the child doing it. The laws 
of the State provide that all wilful or wanton damages so 
done shall be punished ‘‘ by a fine not exceeding five hun- 
hundred dollars, or by imprisonment in the jail not exceeding 
one year.” 


IV. Promotions. 


Monthly examinations, or test exercises, shall be held in 
all the schools except the Primary, and those whose class 
standing, including deportment, is indicated by 80 in a seale 
of 100, throughout the year, shall be advanced to the next 
higher class by right, or without further examination. Those 
whose scholarship or deportment shall fall below this standard 
shall be examined by the committee and the teachers of their 
own and the next higher grade. 


V. Graduation. 


Pupils who complete to the satisfaction of the teachers and 
committee a three years’ course, will be entitled to the Dip- 
loma of graduation in the Hnglish course. Those thus com- 
pleting the four years’ course, to the Diploma of the High 
School course, and those prepared for admission to College to 
the Diploma of the classical course. | 
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VI. Deportment. 


For offences of the order of the school the teacher may 
inflict corporal punishment, with a rattan applied to the 
hand; and in cases of resistance to authority, may suspend 
the pupil or pupils from the school; the case to be promptly 
reported to the parent or guardian, and to the committee. 

Whenever a pupil shall be reported as ungovernable, or as 
an injury to the school by his irregular attendance or conduct, 
he may be suspended from the school, and in cases of re- 
peated crimes against the order of the school, after tempor- 
ary suspension, he may be expelled, and reported to the ap- 
propriate officers of the Law, to be dealt with as the State 
Laws, or By-Laws of the town may provide. 

If the parent or guardian shall have cause of complaint 
against a teacher, he shall present his complaint to the teacher 
privately, or to the committee, but in no case will the com- 
plaint be allowed to be made in the presence of the school. 


SCHOOL CALENDAR. 


The School Year begins on the first Monday in March. 


High and Grammar Schools. 


First Term.—Begins on the first Monday in March, and 
continues 16 weeks, with recess of one week about the last 
of May. 

Second Term.—Begins on the first Monday in September, 
and continues 13 weeks. 

Third Term.—Begins on the first Monday in December, 
and continues 11 weeks, with recess from December 25 to 
January 2d. 


Elementary Schools. 


First Term.—Begins on the first Monday in March, and 
continues 14 weeks. Recess as in High School. 

Second Term.—Begins on the first Monday in September, 
and continues 11 weeks. 
7 
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Third Term.—Begins on the first Monday in December, 
and continues 11 weeks. Recess from December 25 to 
January 2. 

Holidays.—-Fast Duy; Middlesex Teachers’ Association 
day; June 17; Washington’s Birthday. 


PRUDENTIAL COMMITTEER’S REPORT. 


The following brief formula will show the condition of the 
Prudential committe’s account with the Town. 


, Dr. 
Paid for Teacher’s Salaries, . wi VSR 1 5a289 
ss «¢ Care of School Houses . 310 60 


Perey asning <‘* os . 49 75 
«¢ = s* Coal, and putting in ~~. 450 50 
66 6¢ Wood, 6é 66 . ° 100 75 
«¢ «6 Incidental repairs &c., . 1,302 47 
Total Expenditures, .  . : : . $10,367 89 
Cr. 


By Town appropriation, : . $10,000 00 
** State School Fund, . Taare 216 00 


Total receipts, : ; : : - . $10,216 00 


Overdrawn, . : ; A : : : 151 89 

It is seen by the above that the expenditures have exceeded 
the receipts. The items of expenditure are stated in 
the financial report of the Selectmen. Extras have pre- 
sented themselves, which had not been anticipated and which 
are not likely to recur the coming year, but new extras will 
probably appear, for which we must be prepared; we must 
continually calculate on them. The more school-houses 
we have, the more will be required to care for them, and 
keep them in repair. The past year we incurred a heavy 
bill of $320.25 for concreting the walks about the High 
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and Grammar School-houses. The improvement was much 
needed for the comfort of the scholars, and the cleanliness 
of the houses. The Committee did, however, deprecate 
the drawing so heavily on the school appropriation to pay 
for it, but had no alternative. 

Should a discrepancy appear between the foregoing ex- 
hibit and the accounts of the Selectmen, it may arise from 
matters being charged to the schools, which belong to some 
other department and the reverse. The amount presented 
above cannot be far from correct. 

The present year, still larger expenditures may be requisite. 
The High School-house needs some amount of repairs not 
very expensive. The Grammar School-house requires a 
larger outlay. Our citizens have had opportunity to know 
by the occasional dismissal of the school, the insufficiency of 
the furnace to heat the building in the coldest days. It is 
therefore proposed to put in an additional furnace, of medium 
size, which shall obviate the difficulty, and which, as in the 
High School-house, may, of itself, prove sufficient in milder 
weather. The vault needs reforming, and it is proposed, if 
practicable, to ventilate it into the chimney, a method very 
successful in the High School house. The walls, too, need 
an amount of whitewashing. The whole may cost $200. The 
The Washington School-house and fence should be painted, 
as a matter of looks and of necessity, requiring an outlay of 
probably $150. The Gifford School yard needs fencing in 
front and on the south side, at a cost of more than $100. 

There will then be needed to meet the requisite outlays for 
schools and contingences. 


For care of school-houses, washing, etc., $400 00 
‘+ fuel, 575 00 
‘¢ incidentals, repairs, etc., 1,025 00 
‘¢ teacher’s wages, 8,500 00 


Total expenditures $10,500 00 
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For years the committee have had under consideration the 
better care of the school-house furnaces. They are now left 
with the teachers who employ the scholars and hold them 
personally responsible for the proper performance of the 
work. The boys are inexperienced and it will naturally fol- 
low that waste of coal, failure to start the fire in time, and 
other delinquencies will occur. We have considered the 
expediency of employing a man to care for them, and who 
might, in addition, do the needed repairs for all the school 
buildings. But we have found two difficulties in the way. 
In the first place, to find a suitable man; in the next place, 
to conclude it proper to pay the amount of salary requisite. 
Hitherto the way has not seemed clear to make a change. 

Respectfully submitted. 
GEORGE COOKE, 
ALONZO CHAPIN, {Commit 
J. C. JOHNSON. 


TWELFTH ANNUAL REPORT 


_ OF THE 


TRUSTEES OF THE TOWN LIBRARY. 


The Trustees offer the following report of the condition 
of the Library : 


Dr. 

To Town appropriation, $375 00 

Receipt from fines and sales of catalogues, 20 45 
$395 45 
Cr. 

By Rent, $75 00 
Librarian, 64 70 
Printing, 12 00 
Lights, &e. 3 62 
Stationery, 3 20 
Binding, 10 67 
Covering books, . 6 14 
Express, 1 15 
Book-shelves, 22 70 


Books, 192 69 


$391 87 
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Number of volumes added during the year, 255 
i ‘¢ belonging to Library, 2,605 
ue ‘s taken out weekly, 166 
_ es “3; during year, 8,645 
t ‘¢ missing, 48 
Number of persons using Library during year, 530 


Thirteen of the missing books are Reports of Congress 
and of the Patent office, which must have been borrowed 
for the purpose of special investigation and by special favor 
out of regular hours. The Librarian has consequently no 
record of their whereabouts, and the person who borrowed 
them is requested to consider this a notification that they 
should be returned forthwith. Readers should bear in mind 
that, though every inhabitant of the Town is free to use 
our Library, he must conform to certain regulations, which 
are necessary to the usefulness and indeed to the very exis- 
tence of a public library, and to the observance of which he 
legally binds himself by the very act of “taking out” a 
book. These rules require him to provide himself with a 
catalogue (in which he will find the regulations), to enter 
upon his card the number of each volume sought for, to re- 
turn within the proper time and into the hands of the Lib- 
rarian all books issued to him, as well as to use the same 
carefully and neatly. Those who do thus use our books—and 
they are the majority — suffer from the selfish slovenliness 
of others, from whose hands books return bedaubed, tat- 
tered, loose in the binding, and defaced by silly comments 
pencilled in the margin. | 

Whoever wishes any work to be added to the Library is 
invited to enter its name in a book kept for that purpose 
by the Librarian. 

One of our citizens, whose name we are requested not to 
mention, gave to the Library fifty volumes, twenty-one of 
which are bound volumes of the “Museum,” a periodical 
which has since become the “ Living Age,” and which was 
of much the same valuable and interesting character then 
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as now, and will well repay the examination of those who 
understand that a book is not necessarily worthless because 
it is not new. The Librarian’s statistics show that 1,906 
more volumes were borrowed than in any previous year, 
and that more persors have used the Library, than ever 
before. | 

It is certain that this rate of increase will be very much 
greater, as soon as the Library can be moved into suitable 
and pleasant rooms, where a reading-room can be combined 
with it. If any such rooms were now to be had, the Trustees 
would call for a decided increase in the appropriation. As 
it is, they ask for the same appropriation as before, viz. 
$375.00, and suggest that the “Dog money” now in the 
hands of the Town Treasurer, amounting to $183.00, be 
also appropriated to the use of the Library. 

Dr. Chapin’s term of office expires with the present town 
year, and there will consequently be a vacancy in the Board 
of Trustees to be filled at the tiext Town meeting. 


A. CHAPIN, 
D. D. PATTEN, © Trustees. 
F. WINSOR, 


2 


TOWN WARRANT. 


COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS. 
MIDDLESEX, SS. 


To either of the Constables of the Town of Winchester, in 
said County. GREETING : 


In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, you 
are hereby required to notify and warn the inhabitants of 
the Town of Winchester, qualified to vote in elections and 
town aflairs, to meet in Lyceum Hall, in said Winchester, 
on.Monday, the twenty-fifth day of March, instant, at one 
o’clock in the afternoon, to act upon the following articles : 


ArticLE 1. To choose a Moderator to preside at said 
Meeting. 

Arr. 2. To choose all necessary Town Officers for the 
year ensuing. 

Art. 3. To hear and act upon the report of the Select- 
men, or any other Town Officer, and Committees heretofore 
appointed. 

Art. 4. To determine what sum of money the Town 
will raise for the support of Schools, for the year ensuing. 

Art. 5. To determine what sum of money the Town 
will raise for the repairs on School houses, and improve- 
ments to grounds. 

Art. 6. To see if the Town will choose a prudential 
Committee, to take charge of building and repairing School- 
houses, and furnishing fuel, or do anything in relation to 
the same. 


Art. 7. To determine what sum of money the Town will 
raise for the support of Highways and Bridges, and how, 
and through whom, the same shall be expended. 

Art. 8. To determine what sum of money the Town will 
‘aise for widening Streets. 

Art. 9. To see if the Town will raise the sum of Five 
Hundred Dollars, to be expended in fencing and improving 
the Common; provided citizens of the town will subseribe a 
like sum, and donate the same to the Town, to be expended 
for the same purpose, or do anything in relation thereto. 

Art. 10. To determine what sum of money the Town 
will raise for the support of tlg Poor, and to defray in- 
cidental expenses, interest, and State Aid. 

Art. 11. To determine what sum of money the Town 
will raise to keep the Cemetery in repair, 

Art. 12. To determine what sum of money the Town 
will raise for the Town Library for the year ensuing. 

Art. 13. To determine what sum of money the Town 
will raise for the support of the Fire Department for, the 
year ensuing. 

Arr. 14. To see if the Town will raise a sum of money 
to be expended by the Fish Committee. 

Art. 15. To determine what measures the Town will 
adopt for the payment of the notes of the Town, coming 
due the current year. : 

Art. 16. To see if the Town wilt authorize the Trea- 
surer to borrow, under the direction of the Selectmen, a 
sum of money to meet demands upon the treasury, in anti- 
cipation of the taxes. 

Art. 17. To see if the Town will authorize the Select- 
men to sell a lot of land, purchased of Harrison Parker; 
April 20th, 1865, containing about one acre, one rood, and 
two poles, and located in rear of the Gifford School—house. 

Arr. 18. To see if the Town will cause a re-valuation 
of all the property in Town, and have the same published 
under the supervision of the Assessors, or do anything in 
relation to the same. 
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Arr. 19. To see if the Town will change the name of 
Mason Street. 

Art. 20. To see if the Town will change the name of 
Pleasant Street. 

Art. 21. To see if the Town will accept the provisions 
of Chapter 382 of the laws of 1871 relating to the laying 
out and altering of Highways, known as the Betterment 
law. . 

“Art. 22. To see if the Town will authorize the Select- 
men to make needful and suitable provisions for truant 
children, as required by statutes. 

Art. 23. To see if “ie Town will authorize the Select- 
men to sell a lot of land near Symmes Corner, known as the 
“old School house lot.” : 

And you are directed to serve this Warrant by leaving a 
printed copy thereof, by you attested, at every dwelling- 
house in said Town, Four days, at least, before the time of 
holding said meeting. 7 

Hereof fail not, and make due return of this Warrant, 
with your doings thereon, to the Town Clerk, at or before 
the time of holding said Meeting. 

Given under our hands at Winchester, this 
Twelfth day of March, A. D. 1872. 


J. F: STONE, 
J. C. MASON, ¢ Selectmen of Winchester. 
D. W. LOCKE, 


A true copy. 
Attest: FF. H. Jounson, Constable. 


The Selectmen will be in session at the Selectmen’s room 
on Saturday, March 23d, from 7 to 9 o’clock, P.M., and 
from 12 to 1 o’clock, Pp. M., on the day of meeting, to cor- 
rect and revise the Voting List; and no case will be heard 
after the meeting is opened. 
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FINANCIAL REPORT 


TOWN OF WINCHESTER 


FOR THE YEAR ENDING FEBRUARY 281H, 1873. 


aerrmoPRIATIONS: 


Schools and School Incidentals, $ 9,500 00 
Repairs on School Houses, 1,000 00 
Poor, Incidentals, Interest, and State Aid, 6,000 00 
Highways and Bridges, 6,000 O00 
Town Debt, 8,000 O00 
Fire Department, 800 O00 
Library, | ¢ 375 00 
Also amount received from County for Dog acct, 2 271 58 
Cemetery, 1,000 00 
Fish Committee, 50. O00 
Town Map, 950 00 
Pleasant Street, 5,000 00 


oe 6 Authorized to hire $7,000. 


——s 


$38,946 58 


DISBURSEMENTS. 
SCHOOLS.—TEACHERY’ WAGES. 


Appropriation, $9,500.00. 


Marianna Gay, Rumford School, $ 20 00 
D. D. Patten, High School, 1,834 56 
J. O. Sanborn, Grammar School, 640 OO 
Anna H. Ward, 750 00 
C. A. Weeks, 500 O00 
E. L. Eaton, 160 00 
A. N. Osgood, 262 21 
M. A. Wadleigh. 360 OO 
A. F. Johnson, 384 42 
A. M. Jobnson, 360 42 
S. M. Graham, 360 00 
M. E. Franklin, 1380 00 
A. M. Whitney, 335 OO 
Ki. 1. Quimby, 120 00 
C. B. Symmes, 310 00 
L. R. Warren, 98 OO 
J. F. Baxter, 900 O00 
EK. E. Marston, 300 00 
George Palmer, 220 00 
Agnes” W estcott, : 176 00 
Ella C. Wheeler, 24 00 
Emma C. Richardson, 9 00 
L. Westcott, | &8 00 
S. R. Wells, * 77 .00 
J. C. Johnson, —_— 200 00 
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por) 
—_ 


SCHOOL INCIDENTALS. 


$2,282 


so 


R. G. Gladston, sundries, $6.50 
J. L. Parker, printing, &c., 50 40 
Morse & Co., coal, 462 50 
L. Somerby, banner, 15 00 
C. A. Clough, diplomas, 6 50 
D. D. Patten and others, care school rooms, 342 15 
&s ‘¢ Electrical Machine, 8 15 
A. & J. Locke. rent hall, 14 00 
Cyrus Butters, labor Wyman School, 5 00 
J. W. Adams & Co., sundries, 304 98 
A. Chapin, cash paid, 130 10 
A. Chapin, extra and special services per schools 
and houses, 100 00 
E. Sanderson, es 6 sé “6 35 14 
Cutting & Hill, bark, 36 00 
A. D. Hunt, labor, 9 OO 
J. L. Ross, sundries, 201 15 
D. B. Winn, freight, 16 10 
George Cooke, cash paid books, &c., ° 19: 71 
James Ross, plumbing, 6 75 
Asa Fletcher, labor, &c., 161 83 
J.C. Stanton, Jr., sundries, 12 59 
P. Lawrence, sawing wood, 9 75 
QO. Ditson & Co., carting and use of piano, 15 00 
H. Dunbar, labor and stock, 49 94 
Mason & Hamlin, repairing instrument, Gifford, 9 O00 
A. P. Weeks & Wm. L. Thompson, sawing and 
putting in wood, 3 50 
James Campbell, figure manuals, High, 3 50 
George P. Brown, 153 41 
L. G. Cilley, sundries, 9 28 
Lee & Shepard, Bible manuals, 20 00 
B. F. Holbrook, sundries, ; 88 
J. B. McDonald, wood, 4 87 


68 


i 
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REPAIRS ON SCHOOL HOUSES AND GROUNDS. 
Appropriation, $1,000.00. 
F. K. Grose, bar, Grammar School, $:=. L208 
Brookings & Son, painting &e., Rumford, 15 63 
6 6 66 blinds, 12°75 
6 sé 6s 5 45 
John Sullivan, labor, TV 87 
R. C. Hawes, painting fence, 90 00 
6 6 6 6s High, 2 50 
x ts repairing glass, Gram. & Rumford, 2 50 
H. Dunbar, repairs, Gifford, 4 50 
6 6 High, 9. 25° 
sé 6 Adams, 24 50 
66 66 Grammar, 26 50 
J. Shattuck, * Gifford, 185 OO 
F. H. Johnson, paid re-grading at High, 59 50 
“ sé Manure, sé 15 00 
H. Hatch, fence, Rumford, 225 28 
A. E. Gendion, stock and labor, Adams, 5 91 
James Small, estimate repairs, Gifford, 4 00 
$671 49 
HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES. 
Appropriation, $6,000.00. 
¥. K. Grose, blacksmith work, $25 97 
W. Cutler, paid for labor, 42 37 
s¢ — 6* — halance salary, rent stable, &e., 127 91 
Cook, Rymes & Co., smithwork, 57 58 
C. P. Pollard, snow plough, 20 00— 
Morse & Co., cement, 6 00 
F. H. Johnson, salary eight months, 666 65 
6s 6 paid for labor, &c., 2,452 72 
D. W. Locke, hay, 29 95 


Amount carried forward, 


$3,429 15 


1s 
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Amount brought forward. $3,429 15 
D. W. Locke, breaking roads, 3 00 
Buck & Co. 1 pair horses $775, less 1 exchanged $100, 675 00 
J. C. Stanton, Jr., grain, &., 114213 
A. J. Parker & Co., cart, 70 00 
+ jy fitting stone wagon, &c., 46 25 
S. Nichols, stock and work on culverts, 103 75 

FF one foot in clear 75 per foot culvert, 
&c., Church street, 49 50 
J. R. Carter, surveys and plans, 28 25 
J. H. Prince, culvert, 31 50 
Nancy Houghton, land damage, Mt. Vernon street, 300 00 
P. MeNalla, smithwork, 27 42 
C. Kingman, pump, 25 50 
L. G. Cilley, grain, &c., 81 31 
A. V. Haynes, repairs harness, &c., 37 61 
Cutting & Hill, lumber, 4 55 
es ‘¢ hay and straw, 22 19 
J. E. Littlefield & Sons, lumber, 79: 21 
D. B. Winn, express, 6 60 
Jas. Ross, plumbing, 3 85 
KE. Sanderson, grain, &c., 94 08 
Horatio Symmes, hay, 65 06 
ae dn gravel and right of way, 36 00 
N. Fitzgerald, labor, 21 50 
Edward Sullivan, labor, 35 75 
C. T. Derry and C. H. Edmands, granite, 50 00 
W. Hennessey, labor, 5 00 

C.S. White, 207 ft. culvert, 2 ft. in clear, at 
$1.75 foot, Washington street, | 362 25 
Asa Locke, hay, 44 39 
A. Ii. Rowe, land damage, Mt. Vernon street, 85 00 
J. F. Stone, sled, 18 00 
Amasa Farrier, surveys and plans, 14 35 
Eli Cooper, hay, 18728 
Wm. Adams, clearing roads, 5 00 
$5,993 8&6 


PLEASANT STREET. 


Appropriation, $5,000.00. 
Authorized to hire, $7,000.00. 


Sumner Richardson, land damage, 


F, Winsor, rT “ 
Asa Whitney, és rT 
Z. Abbott, “6 rT 


&. Sanderson, nails, 

. Nichols, work and stock on culverts, 

Kf, H. Johnson, paid for labor, 

Edmond Frost, plan and specification, 

C. T. Derry and C. H. Edmands, stone bridge, 
Thos. Norman, fence, &c., at 65 cts. per foot, 
Joseph Shattuck, gas pipe, 

Marshall Svmmes, posts, 

Asa Fletcher, posts, 

Jas. Ross, gas fitting, 


ST. 


NEW SOUTH COMMON STREET. 
I. H. Johnson, paid for labor, 
INCIDENTALS. 


Appropriation, $6,000.00. 


A. & J. Locke, rent Hall and Selectmen’s room, 


fs ‘¢ warming and lighting hall, 
Jonn L. Parker, printing Town Reports, &c., 
Arlington Gas Light Co., street lamps, &c., 
M. R. Warren, assessors books, &c., 
J. RK. Carter, levels for Water Committee, 


Amount carried forward, 


$ 350 00 
4,250 00 
150 00 

80 00 

49 

36 75 
728 92 
125 00 


$10,920 59 


$162 00 


$ 200 00 
37 00 
333 95 
354 40 
8 27 

11 00 


ee 


$944 62 


Amount brought forward, 


John R. Carter, $ expense of survey of town line, 


between Winchester and Woburn, 
J. McConville, repairs street lamps, 

“ “i flag and staff, 
J. D. Sharon, lighting street lamps, &c., 
A. Winn and others, decoration, 
Merchants Insurance Co., on High School House, 
J. W. Adams, repairs street lanterns, &c., 
M. Oliver, warning meetings, 

Bs ‘s police, 
C. M. Rust, ringing bell, 
C. F. Lunt, committee celebration 4th July, 
F. K. Grose, repairs hearse, 

s ‘* lamps, 
D. B. Winn, express, 
Asa Fletcher, moving fence High School, 

ss ‘* fence viewer, 
S. Nichols, repairs Town pump, 
C. E. Meyer, mirror selectmen’s room, 
J. F. Stone, horse and carriage for Assessors and 

Selectmen, 
Stephen Cutter, stamps, 
J. C. Stanton, Jr., wisp and tacks, 

sé sé nails, town seale, 
J. H. Prince, re-insurance on school houses, 
Boston, L. & N. Railroad Co., safe, 
Jas. Kelsey, repairs on safe, 
L. W. Erskine, police, 
P. Shea, — “<6 
First Cong. Parish, repairs on hearse house, 
Walter H. Sears, surveys for water committee, 
G. P. Brown, paid court fees, by-laws, 
Morse & Co., town seule, 
Mer ‘¢ coal, lock-up, &e., 


Amount carried forward, 


is 


14 50 


$3,014 45 


1&73 


10 


Amount brought forward. $3,014 


J. Buxton, care town clock, 35 
Amasa Farrier, map committee. 10 
John Young, guide-boards, 4 
R. C. Haines, painting cuide-boards, &e., 13 
Cutting & Hill, lumber, scale, 2 
J. L. Fairbanks & Co., stationery, 3 
J. C. Stanton, injury on Cross Street, 200 
E. Sanderson, hardware, scale, 3 
Geo. P. Brown, care Selectmen’s room, 30 
‘ ee recording births, deaths and mar- 

riages, ; 37 
Geo. P. Brown, sundries, 7 
Stephen Cutter, car-fares, &., ‘11 

P. L. Converse, costs of sending John Callahan and 
Robert Young (truants) to Lowell, - 20 
A, Winn, carriage hire for Selectmen and Assessors, 9 
N. W. Lane, ringing bell, 1 
Eli Cooper, police, 25 

H. K. Stanton, paid for stamps, 
C. H. Dupee, repairs on scale, 3 
C. T. Jackson, analysis of water, 225 
F. H. Johnson, police, 25 
James Ross, gas fittings, 4 
A. D. Hunt, police, 20 
$3,708 
PAUPERS. 

M. Comer Walker, board Mrs. S. Lindsey, $192 
R. W. Hanson, moving pauper to Tewksbury, 4 
Dr. A. Chapin, attendance, H. McCarty, 4 
Zs 6 ts pauper in lock-up, 1 
Mrs. J. L. Foss, board, &c., John Cram, 400 
Jas. Coholan, aid, ) 208 


50 
75 


50 


Amount carried forward, $810 05 


11 

Amoumt brought forward, $810 O05 
Morse & Co., coal, Mrs. Noonan, 5-50 
os ny *¢ Peter Young, 5 50 
ae “and wood, Michael Kelley, 4 50 
tS ‘¢ James Coholan, 10 50 
66 se ‘© Messer, , 20 
“e 6 ‘© Mrs. Wm. O’Brien, 5 00 
‘s ‘ ‘ John F. Goodwin, 5 00 
C. Moynehin, care Geo. Chase, sick small-pox, 27 00 
66 ‘¢ ©. H. Kean, ** es 90 OO 

Dr. F. Winsor, attendance, fumigation and burial 
G. H. Chase, small-pox, » 42 00 
<< “he attendance, &e., A. Lynch, small-pox, 86 00 
“6 he s C. H. Kean,: ** 90 OO 
J. D. Sharon, coffin, &e., . 10 00 
Cutting & Hill, lumber, C. H. Kean, 1 35 
M. Oliver, moving pauper to Tewksbury, 60 
City of Cambridge, board and clothes, A. Bulfinch, 224 00 
J. C. Stanton, Jr., sundries, J. F. Goodwin, 34 54 
66 co, 6 C. H. Kean, 19 63 
oe he - Michael Kelley, 2 54 
E. Prior, groceries, C. H. Kean, 27 52 
G. P. Brown, medicines, C. H. Kean, 13 00 
ae “bs 6 McCarty, 50 
6 he 6 G. H. Chase, 2 85 
H. K. Stanton, paid for pest flags, &., 60 
J. F. Fales, milk, C. H. Kean, 9 36 
J. B. McDonald, coal and wood, C. H. Kean, Liisa 
ay + 6 Jas. Coholan, Lea 
Be és ‘6 UJ. WF. Goodwin, 26 50 
of us ss = Mrs. W. O’Brien, 5 75 
«tay Je $6 Mrs. P. Nunin, 1B. 35 
Re .< cc 6—o=EE. EC. Pinty, 9: 25 
id i 6 A. Lynch, 10 50 
$1,583 79 


12 


Of the foregoing, the sum of $6.25, paid on account of 
Messer, has been returned into the Treasury by the Town 
of Reading; and the sum of $81.85, paid on account of G.. 
H. Chase, has been paid by the Town of Leominster. 


FIRE DEPARTMENT, 
Appropriation, $800.00 
Morse & Co., coal, 
C. H. Dupee, refreshments, 
6 ‘6 care engine, &c., 
*¢ «sundries per new Engine House, 


John Young, labor, We Leal < 6 
M. Oliver, es “ és 66 
Michael Kelley, es 6s 6s 6 
L,. Oliver, as 66 6 ss é 
W. Harris, “sé 6 rT 6 6 
S.&D. Richards, moving,  * 6 66 
Cutting & Hill, lumber, hae 6 
P. MeNulla, smithwork, se 8 V6 
H. Dunbar, chimneys, Ten 66 
I’. E. Foster & Co., lumber, * 6 66 
J.C. Stanton, Jr., hardware, ** 66 rT 
R. C. Hawes, painting, “6 rT 66 
W. H. Langley, carting, 1 Set 66 
J. W. Adams & Co., stove, &., * és 
James Ross, plumbing, ‘6 ry, 
F.. Winsor, rent, 
TR building for Engine House, 


L. F. Oliver, steward, 
J. W. Adams & Co., repairs on pump, &c., 


M. Oliver and others, Engine Co. pay nine months 


$7.50 each, 


Town of Woburn, Steam Engine Co., Richardson's 


fire, 


Amount carried forward, 


52 


15 


50 


50 


$1,736 37 


13 

Amoant brought forward, $1,736 37 
J. C. Stanton, Jr.. refreshments, &c., BO 70 
W. F. Brackett, plans Engine House not used, 100. 00 
A. V. Haynes, three sects harness for Hngine horses, 120 00 
5 three blankets, - te as 26 25 
KE. Sanderson, rope, 2° 25 
ss ‘+ duster, ral) 
A. C. Fire Extinguisher Co., soda, 11 22 
Joseph Mathews, straps and oil, 3 90 
A.W. Mitchell & Co., 35 silver badges at $2 perman, 70 00 
< 6 3 6 6 4 engineers, 12 00 
B. Carter, wood, 4 10 
Hunneman & Co., steamer and fixtures, 6,445 55 
P. Lawrence, sawing wood, 3 00 
F. T. Hunnewell, putting in coal, 2 00 
A. C. Wellington & Co., one ton coal for steamer, 28 O00 
R. W. Hanson, sundries, 99 0) 
Howard Snelling & Co., coal, 25 00 
Engineers, time and expenses examining steamers. — 34 75 
B. F. Holbrook, curtain fixtures, etc., § 94 

Joel Whitney, bolts, screws, etce., new Engine 
House, 6 45 
George P. Brown, sundries, 4 30 
L. G. Cilley, “s 1 80 
Waldmyer Hose Co., twenty men, three months, 75) 00 
Sorel Gove for Hose Co., four men, engineers, ete., 58 74 
D. B. Winn, express, 9 90 
J. B. McDonald, coal, 34 50 


$8,863 42 


STATE AID. 


Cyrus Butters, $132 00 
Mrs. Abbie Stratton, 48 OO 
F. O. Corville, 48 OO 


Amount carried forward, $228 OO 
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Amount brought forward, $228 OO 
C. H. Moseley, 85 OO 
G. C. Lawrence, 84 D0 
J. Otis Williams, , 90. O00 
Francis H. Phelps, 36 00 
Fk. H. Mason, 84 00 
$607 OO 

FISH COMMITTEE. 

Appropriation, $50.00. 
Mathew Oliver, police duty at dam, $21 00 

CEMETERY. 
Appropriation, $1,000.00. 
H. Hateh, 2,513 feet fence at 25 cents, $628 25 
Michael Fitzgerald, labor at $2.00 per day, 314 50 
$942 75 
LIBRARY. 

Appropriation, $375.00. 
Stillman Fletcher, rent, $75 OO 
IK. C. Swan, librarian, 13 50 
F. A. Searle, printing, ; 4 50 
James Campbell, books, 235 22 
IK. B. Nichols, librarian, 40 72 
W, R. Stone, v6 2 00 
J. W. Ripley, binding books, 21 00 
D. B. Winn, express, 2 40 
J. B. McDonald, wood, 5 37 
P. Lawrence, putting in wood, 1 50 
Quincy Mutual Fire Insurance Co., | 18 00 
J. L. Parker, printing, 24 00 
Geo. P. Brown, sundries, 2 85 
L. G. Cilley, s 2 26 
J. W. Adams & Co., sundries, ~ Owib 


$457 


47 
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TOWN OFFICERS. 


H. K. Stanton, Selectman, Highway Surveyor and 


’ Overseer of Poor, 8 months, 


J. F. Stone, ws 6 
D. W. Locke, os 6 
J. R. Cobb, 6 A, 


Stephen Cutter, Treasurer, 

J. F. Stone, Assessor, 

Albert Ayer, 

/ Wm. Adams, 

George Cooke, School Committee, 
J.C. Johnson, * 6 

A. Chapin, as es 

Geo. P. Brown, Town Clerk, 
Mial Cushman, Collector, 


TOWN MAP. 


Appropriation, $950.00 


~ J. R. Carter, map, 


TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS. 


School Teachers’ wages, 
School incidentals, 
Repairs on school houses and grounds, 
Highways and bridges, 
Incidental expenses, 
Cemetery, 

Library, 

Fish Committee, 

Fire Department, 
Paupers, 

State aid, 

Town officers, 

Town map, 


$133 


4 months, RO 


Coed 


15 

0d 
L100 
300 
126 
175 
LOO 
100 
100 

50 
448 


O00 
OO 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
OC 
32 


$1,842 32 


$950 


$ 8,618 
2,282 
697 
17,076 
3,708 
942 
ADT 

21 
$8,863 
1,583 
607 


1,242 ; 


950 


$47,651 27 


00 
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DISCHARGE OF THE OLD DEBT OF WINCHESTER. 


E . 


Sanderson, Trustee, 


Mrs. Sarah Sanderson, 


Asa Fletcher, Guardian, 


Benjamin Dexter, 
Blackstone National Bank, 


LIABILITIES OF THE TOWN 


se t 


Note to T. Tolman, June 19th, 1865, 10 years 


due June 19th, 1873, 
O.R.OClark, Tr., April 1,'67, 3 years demand, 


* Collins, A. Fletcher, Tr., dated June 27th, 


1868, 3 years demand, 
Miss M. Gowen, dated July 6, ’68, demand, 
B. Dexter, dated Sept. 19th, 1868, demand, 
State of Massachusetts, dated Nov. 7th, 
1868, 10 years, due Nov. 7th, 1878, 


J. Walker, dated Feb. 22d, 1869, 5 years, 


due Feb. 22d, 1874, 

5S. Cutter, dated Nov. 26th, 1869, 3 years, 
due 1872, 

S. Cutter, dated Jan. 10th, 1870, 5 years, 
due Jan. 10th, 1875, 


‘ A. Ed. Soc’y, dated August Ist, 1872, 7 


years, due August Ist, 1879, 


‘ A. Ed. Soc’y, dated Sept. 19th, 1872, 5 


years, due Sept. 19th, 1877, 


‘« State of Massachusetts, Dec. 2d, 1872, 5 


years, due Dec. 2d, 1877, 


Winchester, Feb. 28th, 1873. 


$ 2,383 62 
500 00 
200 00 

1,500 00 
3,000 OO 
2,000 00 


$9,583 62 


OF WINCHESTER. 


$ 6,300 00 
1,200 00 


400 00 
1,650 00 
1,000 00 
5,000 00 
1,800 00 
3,600 OO 
6,000 00 
5,000 00 


5,000 00 


10,000 00 


$46,950 00 


STEPHEN CUTTER, Treasurer. 


Kok 
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VALUATION AND TAXES, . 1872. 


Real Estate, $2,875,725 O00 

Personal Estate, | ; 1,535,564 00 
ee 
$4,411,289 00 

Number of Polls, 791. 

Rate of Taxation, $10.25 on $1,000. 


State tax, $4,360 OO 
County tax, 2,528 23 
Town tax, 88,675 OO 
Overlayings, 1,234 48 


$46,797 71 


Number of dwelling houses taxed, 484%. 
66 acres land taxed, 3,568 11-12. 


The Assessors trust that the foregoing account of valua- 
tion and taxes for the past year will be carefully examined 
and cor ared with accounts of previous years. The amount 
raised by taxation the past year exceeds that of the preced- 
ing year abont ten thousand dollars. Our State and County 
tax has been unwarrantably increased. The State tax was 
apportioned last year by the Tax Commissioner, and pre- 
sented to the Legislature for approval. It seems hardly 
possible that he could have given the matter much thought, 
when we compare our State tax with that of old and wealthy 
towns adjoining. 

The following is an illustration of the inequality we claim : 
Medford (residence of Commissioner), State tax, $8,160; 
Woburn, $10,520; Stoneham, $3,620; Winchester, $4,360. 
The Commissioner has in a measure conceded the justice of 
our complaint, and has suggested that we apply to the Legis- 
lature, which we intend to do, for an abatement. 


For the Assessors, 


J. K. Sronr, Chairman. 
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The amount of unpaid taxes at.the close of the financial 
year being unusually large, the Collector has thought best 
to publish the names of delinquents with our annual reports. 
The principal part of the amount unpaid has been promised, 
and the Collector has deferred collecting according to law 
until April Ist, 1873, at which time a legal course will be 
pursued. It 1s hoped that those who annually defer this 
matter until the last day of grace, will pay more promptly 
in future, and thus save the Collector unnecessary trouble 
and expense. 


Mranu CusuMan, Collector. 


LIST OF TAXES REMAINING UNPAID FEB. 28, 1873. 


A. C. Bell, $18 40 Benj. T. Rounds, $14 50 
George Baxter, 2 00 Joseph Stone, 474 48 
EK. D. Bowers, 2 00. Henry Stone, -' iM 37 88 
Patrick Crowley, 40) 27 Joseph Stone, Jr., 2 O00 
Marcus C. Cook, 193 84 Wm. D. Sanborn, 2 00 
Geo. W. Daniels, 2 00 Patrick Shea, ff % 
Wm. B. Dodge estate 179 39 E. B. Stillings, 43 4] 
Dennis Driscoll, 2 00 Chas. H. Sprague, 2 00 
Geo. Dexter, 200 Wm. F. Vose, 2 OO 
Wid. Nancy Gleasons, 36 90 Wm. P. Warren, 23 94 
James H. Gustin, 8 16 S. Webster Wyman, 34 80 
Jos. Hunnewell heirs, 10 25 Samuel Whitney, 2 00 
Ira G. Hatch, 2 00 Andy Winnett, 2 00 
J. B. Judkins, 627 52 G. W. Wilson, 2 OO 
John Keefe, 2d, 2 00. G.D: Rand, 139 40 
Joseph A. Levielle, 2 00 Cyman R. ee 7 18 
Eustache Preseau, 200 J.G. Flagg, Jr. 

Edward Russell, 2 00 (Woburn), 27 67 


Sumner Richardson, 179 58 ee 
Ogilvia Richards, 2 00 $2,140 69 
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TOWN OF WINCHESTER IN ACCOUNT WITH MIAL 
CUSHMAN, CoLiector. 


1872. Dr. 
For amount paid County Tax, $2,528 23 
ce Abatements, 1871, 12246 
és Sf 1872, 443 90 
For Liscounts on Taxes paid before Oct. Ist, 1,850 21 
‘© amount paid Town Treasurer, 39,997 49 
6s cs uncollected Taxes, 15872, 2,140 69 
$46,973 28 

Cr. 

By Amount of Taxes committed, $46,797 71 
Re-assessed ‘+ “: 2 00 
Unpaid ‘ 1871, 104 63 
Interest collected, ; 68 94 


$46,973 28 

Maat CosuMan, Collector. 
ESTIMATED VALUE OF TOWN PROPERTY. 
High School House, land and fixtures, ° $20,000 00 


Grammar ‘* oF 6 18,000 00 
Gifford < ss J 4,000 00 
Adams ot “ rs 1,800 00 
Rumford — ‘ . - 4,500 00 
Wyman a4 5 ay 1,800 00 
Mystic Si . rh 1,500 00 
Washington ** s ‘ 1,500 OO 
Mill ‘. “4 4 1,000 00 
Engine house and land, 2,500 00 
Hand engine, } 1,200 00 
New Steam Fire Engine and fixtures, 6,450 00 
New Engine house, 1,500 00 


Hose and Hose carriages, 1,000 00 


4 
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Furniture and Chemicals, 300 00 
Chemical engine, 800 00 
Gravel bank, 300 00 
Land for Common, 15,000 00 
Land for Engine house and stable, 1,890 00 
Horses, carts, tools and lumber, Highway De- 

partment, | 1,750 00 
Due from State, for State aid, 607 00 


$87,357 00 


The statistics of Births, Marriages, and Deaths, in the 
Town of Winchester, for the year 1872, are as follows, 
Viz: 


BIRTHS. 

Whole number of births registered in 1872, 91 
Males, 53 
Females, 38 

a 91 
NATIVITY OF PARENTS. 

Of American parents, 37 

‘« Foreign 4 AT 

«+ American and foreign parents, <i 

_ 91 
MARRIAGES. 

Whole number of marriages registered in 1872, 29 

Of males, American born, 18 

‘¢ females, ip 18 

‘* males, foreign born, 11 

‘* females, s were a 

Oldest male married, 52 

i efemale <* 37 

Youngest male married, — 20 


“6 female « 16 


) $95 
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DEATHS. 
Whole number of deaths registered in 1872, 42 
es 5 males, 22 
6 he females, 20 
42 
NATIVITY OF PARENTS. 
Of parents American born, 2? 
66 Foreign, 19 
“s American and foreign born, 1 
— 42 
Of number died under 1 year, 12 
From 1 to 4, 5 
AA: ed Jo BF 4 


sé 12 66 20, 


«© 20 *«* 30, 4 
tied i | Pitaog OYE 5 
as AD SSS (90, 2 
“50 6 60, 2 
‘+ 60 ** 8Q, 2 
“ 80 to 90, 4 
«© 90 to 100, 1 


‘ Catt 42 
Oldest person died in town in 1872: Mrs. Martha Swan, 91 
years, 11 months, 24 days. 


- DISEASE OR CAUSE OF DEATH. 


Of Scarlet fever, 

‘+ Cholera infantum, 
‘+ Brain, 

‘+ Consumption, 

‘+ Marasmus, 

‘¢ Old age, 

‘* Paralysis, 

‘+ Varioloid, 


oe wm OO Dw oO 
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One each of various diseases, 
Number of Dogs licensed for the year 1872, 
Amount received for the sume, 


Less Clerk’s fees, 


Balance due County, 


149 
$325 00 
29 80 


$295 20 


GEORGE P. BROWN, Town Clerk. 


WINCHESTER, Feb. 28th, 1873. 


TOWN OFFICERS, 1872-8. 


Selectmen, Overseers of the Poor, and Highway Surveyors. 


—H. K. Stanton, D. W. Locke, J. R. Cobb. 
Town Clerk.—George P. Brown. 
Treasurer.—Stephen Cutter. 

Assessors. 
Collector of Taxes.—Mial Cushman. 


J. F. Stone, Albert Ayer, Wm. Adams. 


Auditors.—E. A. Wadleigh, C. LU. Dunham, Salem Wilder. 


School Committee. —A. Chapin, Geo. Cooke, J. C. John- 


son. 
Constables.—Mathew Oliver, P. Shea. 


Trustees Town Library.—A. Chapin, F. Winsor, D. D. 


Patten. 


Cemetery ‘Committee. —S. T. Sanborn, H. K. Stanton, L. 


Rk. Symmes, Stephen Thompson, Mial Cushman. 


Fish Committee.—F. Winsor, C. O. Billings, M. Oliver. 
Engineers Fire Department.—Mathew Oliver, C. T. 


Symmes, C. H. Dupee. 


Police Officers.—M. Oliver, F. H. Johnson, Asa Locke, 


C. KE. Follansbee, A. D. Hunt, Eli Cooper. 


Surveyors of Lumber.—¥. 3. Richardson, Jos. Shattuck. 
Measurers of Wood and Bark —Geo. P. Brown, Charles 


T. Symmes, C. H. Moseley. 


43 
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Measurers of Leather.—Warren Johnson, W. D. Byron, 
C. H. Moseley. 

Sealer of Weights and Measures.—Geo. P. Brown. 

Inspector of Oils.—Geo. P. Brown. 

Undertaker.—Joseph D. Sharon. 

Weighers.—F. H. Morse, O. R. Clark, Jr., F. 5. Rich- 
ardson. 

Fence Viewers.—John D. Carleton, Eli Cooper. 

Pound Keeper.—Charles T. Symmes. 

Field Drivers.—Lemuel Holton, 8. S. Porter, H. W. 
Hight, John S. Richardson, L. W. Erskine, Asa L. An- 
drews, John Swan, Jr., J. Winslow Richardson, F. H. John- 
son, J. H. Woods, Frederick M. Symmes. 

Truant Officers.—M. Oliver, J. F. Stone, Asa Fletcher. 

Street Improvement Committee. —H. K. Stanton, S. S. Hol- 
ton, L. R. Symmes, S. W. Twombly, and the Selectmen. 
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REPORT OF THE SELECTMEN. 


The Board of Selectmen respectfully present the follow- 
ing report, for the financial year ending February 28th, 
1872: 


HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES. 


The total expenditures for this department, including land 
damages, has amounted to the large sum of $17,076.45. 

Of this amount, $10,920.59, to which add amount trans- 
ferred from highways, $495.59; add for superintendence by 
Johnson, $250.00; add for horses, carts, &c., $508.11—and 
the total cost thus far for Pleasant street is $12,174.29. 

For new street at south end of Common, $162.00, te 
which add for superintendence, $29.25; add for horses, 
carts, &c., $51.25—the total actual cost thus far for new 
street is $242.50. 

Also, for other purposes, as follows, viz:— Grading at 
Rumford School, $26.00, to which add for superintendence, 
$6.50; add for horses and carts, $15.00—total at Rumford 
School, $47.50. 

Grading at High School—Superintendence, $9.75: horses 
and carts, $10.00—total, $19.75. 

Grading, &c., around new Engine house—Paid for labor, 
$11.50; add for superintendence, $2.25; horses and carts, 
$9.38—total for Fire department, $23.13. 

For moving safe, $7.25; labor at Town scale, $4.25; labor 
at lock-up, $2.55— total, $14.05. 

Total to incidental expenses. 

Take from account of Highways and Bridges, transferred 

4 
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to Pleasant street and other necounts, as above, the sum of 
$846.59, and it will leave the sum of $5,147.29 as the 
amount expended on general repairs. These have been 
much interfered with by the work on Pleasant street, the 
new street across the Common, and the grading at school 
houses the past year; and we think in future that extra 
heavy improvements like Pleasant street should be let by 
contract to other parties, so as to leave the entire time of 
the ordinary force for general repairs. 


CULVERTS. 


There has been constructed during the past year a brick 
culvert acvoss Washington street and land of J. B. Judkins, 
twenty (20) inches in the clear and about two hundred (200) 
feet long, near the end of Eaton street, to carry off the large 
flow of water in that section at some seasons of the year, at 
an expense of one dollar and seventy-five cents ($1.75) per 
foot. This was a much needed improvement. Also, a brick 
culvert one foot in the clear across Church street from near 
the house of S, S. Fletcher to the railroad. at an expense of 
seventy-five (75) cents per foot. 

On account of the unusual fall of rain and the side-hill 
character of many of our streets, it has required constant 
work to keep the washings filled in. The principal repairs 
have been on Main street, where the heavy teaming makes 
constant repairs unavoidable, and on High street, where 
much yet remains to be done. We are not satisfied with the 
amount of improvements made the past year; it has not 
been so marked as we hoped to show at the commencement 
of the season; still we have made advance, and much of 
what has been done is believed to be on a system of perma- 
nence that will not have to be torn up and done over again. 
Something has been done in this direction in culverts and 
drainage, and when this is more advanced it will save a large 
amount of the wet and muddy condition of the streets as 
well as the washing on hillsides. 
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The general manugement of repairs of highways the past 
year has been under the direction of Mr. F. H. Johnson, 
who was appointed by the Selectmen, Superintendent of 
Streets, at a salary of $1,000.00 per annum. In this ca- 
pacity Mr. Johnson has employed and settled with the men, 
and made incidental purchases, a detailed account of which 
will be found under the appropriate head. 


COUNTY COMMISSIONERS. 


We phe County Commissioners have voted to lay out High- 
jaiid Avenue, the extension of Walnut street to new depot ; 
to widen and straighten Forest street, Main street from Pleas- 
ant to Symmes Corner, Cambridge street and Church street. 
The orders for the above have not at the present writing been 
received, but are expected at an early day. These orders 
will involve a heavy expense to the town, in addition to the 
usual and ordinary repairs of streets. 

[t would seem desirable that the town should be allowed 
to manage its own street improvements in accordance with 
its own wisdom and ability, rather than to have the County 
Commissioners called on so often as they have been in the 
past. ‘They are an expensive luxury. 

O. W. Gardiner has asked for a sheriff’s jury to determine 
the damage to his estate in consequence of the widening of 
Pleasant street, being an appeal from the award of the Com- 
missioners, which has been granted, and the trial is expected 
to come on at an early day. | 

S. Augusta Boynton has also asked for a jury on account 
of the re-grading on Cambridge, near Church street. 


STREET IMPROVEMENT COMMITTEE. 


This Committee was organized by choice of H. K. Stan- 
ton, Chairman, and J. F. Stone, Secretary. In perform- 
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ance of their duties, they proceeded to adopt a series of 
recommendations for the improvement and construction of 
streets, some of which are, that hereafter in laying out new 
streets, angles be avoided and easy curves adopted in their 
stead ; that at all dpenings into other streets be with a cur- 
ved or rounded corner; that all culverts and water courses, 
open under the sidewalks, the sidewalks occupying one-sixth 
(1-6) of the width of streets on either side, and raised, in 
all practicable cases not more than eight (8) inches from 
bottom of gutter, &c. The above with others were laid 
before the County Commissioners, and Highway Surveyors. 
who have promptly acted in accordance with these s 
ions. ’ . 

It is believed that this Committee will be of practical use 
to the town, and we recommend that it be made permanent ; 
that it be elected for three years, to hold office until others 
are elected to fill their place ; and that they be authorized to 
report in print in detail with the other town officers. 


GUIDE BOARDS 


Remain, as reported last year, in good condition. 


PETITIONS RELATING TO STREETS. 


April 29, 1872, the Selectmen received the petition of W. 
H. Marson and others to widen Water street, and continue 
the same to Pond street, near the residence of Nathaniel 
Davis. 

May 138, 1872, D. N. Skillings and others, to widen the 
private way leading from Church street to the new passenger 
depot of the Boston & Lowell Railroad as a public street, 
not less than fifty (50) feet wide on the easterly side of the 
estate of S. G. Palmer. 

October 14, 1872, of J. H. Prince and others, to lay out 
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Madison Avenue forty-five (45) feet wide leading from Main 
street near Symmes’ corner easterly to the wall. 

December 10, 1872, of E. Sanderson and others, to lay 
out a town way from Church street, along the easterly side 
the Common to the new railroad depot. 

December 19, 1872, of A. Winn and others, to lay out 
Park street, so called from opposite the old railroad station 
on Main street, to near the house of Dr. F. Winsor, as a 
town way. 


ON THE ABOVE 


We b> e laid out Madison Avenue forty-five (45) feet wide, 
with -vonditions. The street on the easterly side of the 
Common fifty (50) feet wide, the street at southerly end of 
Common fifty-five (55) feet wide, and the street from Main 
to Dr. Winsor’s forty (40) feet wide. 

On the petition of W. H. Marson and others, for the ex- 
tension of Water street, we have made a partial examination 
of the route, and think a street is much needed in that di- 
rection, but on account of the pressing demands in other 
directions the past year, we have laid this case over for 
future consideration. 

October 22, 1872, perambulated the town line between 
Winchester and Medford, with the Selectmen of Medford, 
found all the bounds in good order and correctly marked. 

July 26, 1872, as Acting Board of Health, received peti- 
tion ef C. Pressey and twenty-seven others, that by reason 
of stagnant water and decayed vegetable matter on easterly 
side of Main street, between land of H. K. Stanton and Sul- 
livan Cutter, and between land of said Cutter and the black- 
smith shop; and also on westerly side of said street from 
the river to Lake street, are offensive and injurious to 
health. 

After a full and careful hearing on the above, voted unani- 
mously that the petitioners have leave to withdraw. The 
reasons for coming to this conclusion were, that the evi- 
dence in our opinion did not establish the fact that the health 
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of the citizens was injuriously affected by the cause com- 
plained of; that the evidence elicited the fact that there was 
in the warm weather a fresh smell, apparently from evapora- 
tion from a large surface of shallow water; that this was 
not confined to the territory complained of only, but to @ 
large tract comprising all the flats or meadow lands flowed 
by Mr. Whitney’s dam; that this territory was not only 
offensive to the smell, but also to the sight, by reason of lily- 
pads, grasses and weeds growing thereon ; that by filling up 
the area complained of would not affect the object desired, 
as all the rest of the flats would still cause nearly or quite 
as much trouble as existed before such filling ; ys to fill 
this territory, say from three to four feet would involve a 
very large expense, much larger than the town would be 
justified in incurring for the object named. 

In this connection we beg leave to suggest that in our 
opinion the only feasible plan to secure the end desired is to 
purchase Mr. \y hitney’s water power, and the flats owned by 
him, and take away the dam, clear out the channel of the 
river thoroughly, and thus drain all these flats, which then 
would very soon come into grass and be useful for other 


purposes. 
PAUPERS. 


The expenses in this department have been $1,583.79. 

J. A. Cram, James Coholan and Mrs. Linslay are the only 
persons wholly supported by the town. We have placed 
with this account the sum of $379.31 expended under the 
direction of the Board of Health, in consequence of small- 
pox appearing in town. There have been ten (10) cases in 
all, two deaths. All the other cases have recovered, and we 
now know of no cases among us, and we earnestly hope we 
shall have no more. The Board of Health in this connec- 
tion desire to tender our thanks to those persons in whose 
tamilies this disease has made its appearance for the cordial 
and cheerful manner in which they have submitted to our. 


l\%673 
3] 


recommendations to the end that the contagion should not 
spread, and we are glad to know that in no instance has it 
been transmitted from the house in which it first made its | 
appearance, and in only one instance has it been transmitted 
*to the second person in these houses where it prevailed. 
This seems almost remarkable when in some of these houses 
there have been ten and twenty inmates. This result we 
believe is due to the prompt and thorough vaccination of all 
persons exposed to infection, and a careful and intelligent 
use of disinfectants prescribed by Dr. F. Winsor (in whose 
practice most of the cases have occurred), to whom the 
Board desire to express more than gratitude that the town 
has been saved a wider spread of the loathsome disease. 
The winter has been long and cold, and we have, as in past 
years, rendered some temporary assistance, mostly of coal 
and wood to several families that were not legally charge- 
able to this town. In most of these cases, the expense of 
removing the families to Tewksbury would be nearly as 
much as the aid rendered. Since the last report, the family 
of Duncan McDougal, now residing in Hanover, but whose 
settlement is in Winchester, have applied again for partial 
support, and it has been given. We are glad to report that 
poverty does not thrive well here, thanks to the sober and 
industrious habits of our citizens. 


We recommend that the salary of the Treasurer be ad- 
vanced from one to two hundred dollars, on account of the 
increased responsibility of that office. 

We recommend the following appropriations for the en- 
suing year: 


Schools and school incidentals, $10,000 00 
Repairs on school houses and grounds, 600 00 
Poor, iucidentals, interest and State aid, 6,000 00 
Highways and Bridges, 6,500 00 
Construction of New, and straightening and 

widening streets, 5,000 00 


Town debt, 10,000 00 


ire Department, 1,C00 00 

Library, and the money received from County 7 
known as dog money, 200 00 

Cemetery, 600 00 


Fish Committee, 50 00 


$39,950 00 


FINANCIAL. 


It will be noticed that the Town debt has been increased 
the past year $10,416.38. This is accounted for in part by 
the extraordinary expenditures on Pleasant St. $12,174 29 
For new steam fire engine and fixtures, 6,455 55 
And uncollected taxes, 2,140 69 


$20,770 53 


The present indebtedness of the Town is, $46,950 00 
Of this amount there will fall due the coming 
year, $10,550 00 
To meet this amount we recommend the town to raise, by 
tuxation, the sum of ten thousand dollars, and to negotiate a 
new loan for the balance. 


Respectfully submitted, 


D. W. LOCKE, 


H. K. STANTON, Selectmen 
J. R. COBB. 


of 
Winchester. 


REPORT OF THE ENGINEERS 


. 
OF THE 


Peas UHPARTMEN'T. 


The Fire Department has had its ups and downs during 
the past year. ‘The excellent company of the previous year 
not being able to keep a full roll, disbanded July 3d. On 
July 8th the citizens made an effort, in response to a call 
from the Engineers, which did not amount to much for some 
time, but finally some thirty or more old friends of the de- 
partment joined in helping us until some other provision 
could be made. After the November meeting, we made an 
effort to put the chemical engine into commission, but failed. 
On January the 15th the new Steam Fire Engine, Hose Car- 
riage and Hose arrived and was placed in the service. 

The department now consists of the following force and 
apparatus, viz : — 

A Chief and two Assistant Engineers, twenty-five firemen, 
one Steam [Fire Engine, one four-wheeled Hose Carriage, 
one two-wheeled Hose Carriage, and fifteen hundred feet of 
Hose; one Chemical Engine, one Hand Engine, both with- 
out companies. Hydrants and reservoirs we have none. In 
case of fire we have to resort to the nearest pond or brook, 
as usual. The buildings are all in good order, but very in- 
competent for the storage of the different apparatus, there 
being three engines in one small room, which makes it rather 
inconvenient. The conveniences for washing, drying, and 
oiling hose, and for storage of the same, are very much 
cramped also. We have two thousand dollars worth of hose, 
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which will suffer very much the coming summer for the want 
of a tower to dry them in. We would recommend the build- 
ing of such a tower in connection with the Hose house or 
some other suitable place. There is need, also, of more 
hose, and we would recommend the purchase of one thou- 
sand (1,000) feet of leather hose. We would also recom- 
mend the sale of the old ladders, as they cannot be used, 
and some that can be of some service to the department be 
procured ; also, a carriage to carry them on. 


FIRES. 


The department has been called out ten times during the 
past year, as follows : 

1871. 
March 20. P. Waldmyer’s Currying shop. Damage slight. 
April 11. 5S. P. Ruggles’ house. Damage $300. 

‘© 20. Joseph Stone’s wood piles. 

‘© 20. Boston & Lowell R. R. car shed. Damage slight. 

© 25. G. HH. Smith’s Pork Packing establishment. De- 

stroyed. 
7. Sumner Richardson’s house on the hill. 

Oct. 7. Piano Forte shop. 
Dee. 15. Ice houses in Woburn. 


Feb. 21. Peleg Lawrence’s house. 
EXPENSES. 


The expenses for the past year have been as follows: 


Ordinary expenses, $ 997 09 
For Steam Fire Engine, 3,750 00 
‘© Hose Carriage, 900 00 
‘* 1,000 feet of Hose, ; 1,500 00 
‘+ Tools with same, 295.5) 
New Engine house, 1,420 78 


(a 


$8,863 42 
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APPROPRIATIONS. 


L$ 73 


We recommend the appropriation of $4,105.00 to defray 
the expenses of the department for the ensuing year, to be 


expended as follows: 


Engineer and fireman for steamer, 
Members of Hose company, 
Steward for same, 

Two drivers, 

Members of Chemical Engine, 
Coal and lights, 

Chemicals, 

Ladders and truck, 

Hose tower, 

One thousand feet of Hose, 
Incidental expenses, 


MATHEW OLIVER, 


CHARLES T. SYMMES, 


CHARLES H. DUPEE, 


$200 O00 
300 O0 
75 00 
30 00 
150 00 
200 OO 
100 00 
250 O00 
700 00 
1,800 O00 
300 O00 


———— 


$4,105 00 


Eng ineers. 
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LIBRARY REPORT. 


The Report of the Trustees of the Town Library is here- 
with respectfully submitted : 


Two hundred and thirty-three volumes have been added 
to the Library during the past year, making the whole num- 
ber 2,838. Of these, 57 ave missing, and must be replaced 
with money, which would otherwise go to buy new books. 
Nine were lost this year. The annual loss of books from 
our Library is much larger than it should be; larger than 
the loss from the public libraries of several of the neighbor- 
ing towns, although there is no peculiarity in the character 
of our population, which should account for unusual abuse 
of the privileges of a free town library. And the Trustees 
tuke this occasion to remind each and every borrower, that 
not only the rules of the institution, but a decent regard for 
the rights and the wishes of the rest of the town, call for 
careful use and prompt return of every volume given out 
from the shelves. For each instance of undue delay or care- 
less mutilation of a volume, a score of future borrowers must 
suffer, and a strict enforcement of the rules — including the 
collecting of fines — will therefore be seen to be for the gen- 
eral good of readers in the town. Four hundred and fifty- 
seven persons have used the Library, taking out 6,800 vol- 


umes. 
There can be but little more increase or improvement of 


> 


the Library, until it has been removed to larger and more ° 


suitable rooms. In our present quarters, every foot of shelf 
room will be filled when the annual addition of new books 
has been made, even if no more than the usual number of 
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volumes are purchased. We find room for those we have 
only by adhering to a most inconvenient and unmethodical 
mode of arranging and cataloguing, which grows more and 
more objectionable as the collection grows in size. For the 
sake of those who use the Library as well as for the con- 
venience of the librarians, *he books should he arranged by 
fopics, as for instance: Historical works should have Alcove 
A to themselves; Fiction should be found in Alcove B; 
Poetry in C; Science in D, &e. Then, if at the end of 1872 
there were one hundred volumes in Alcove A, and ten new 
histories should be added to the Library at the beginning of 
1873, these would go at once to their proper place, and there 
would be one hundred and ten volumes in Alcove A. The 
two or three hundred new books added this year would go 
each to its proper place among its fellows on a kindred sub- 
ject, and in a catalogue correspondingly arranged the reader 
could search for what he wished, and learn in an instant 
whether or not it were in the collection, while the Librarian’s 
acquaintance with the books under his charge and the ease 
with which he could lay his hand on any one volume would 
be greatly increased. Such is the arrangement of all good 
libraries; but in’ ours the new books follow the old on the 
shelves as in the catalogue, counting only as so many higher 
numbers without regard to subject matter, and c:tusing the 
Library to grow more unwieldly as it grows larger. (The 
only advantage of this arrangement is that by it the books 
pack closer, and until we can have larger and more suitable 
rooms, every thing must be sacrificed to this object; but, as 
has already been said, not even this sacrifice will make it 
possible to use the present room more than another year. 
When the move is made, it should be to rooms which will 
wlow of our having a Reading Room in counection with the 
Library, and with the increase of accommodation there will 
necessarily come an increase of expense, and in view of this 
we ask that the sum of six hundred dollars, in addition to 
the ‘‘ dog money ” this year returned to the Town Treasury, 
be appropriated to the use of the Library. This sum would 
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include the unexpended balance of the appropriation for 
1872-3. | 


The expenses of the Library have been as follows : 


Librarians, $100 00 
Rent, 75 OO 
Fuel and Lights, 15 00 
Sundries, 3.15 
Books, 255 22 

$448 37 


In addition to the above, books have been ordered and 
received to the amount of $106.62, the bill for which, by 
some mistake, did not come before the Selectmen in season 
to be included among this year’s accounts, so that over $100 
of the Library appropriation appears as unexpended. 

The term of service of Mr. D. D. Patten on the Board of 
Trustees having expired, there remains a vacaney to be 
filled. 

A. CHAPIN, 
D. D. PATTEN; {rte 
F. WINSOR, 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE 


ON THE 


Preservation and Propagation of Fish. 


The Report of the Committee on the Preservation and 
Propagation of Fish is herewith respectfully submitted : 

In the discharge of the duties assigned to us, we have 
caused a watch to be kept at the fish-ways on Mystic Pond 
during the ‘‘run” of migratory fish, in order to prevent un- 
lawful fishing at the dam. We have also netted in one of 
the Medford brooks a number of Smelts, running up to 
spawn, and have put them into Winchester waters in good 
order, with the hope — founded on the experience of other 

places —that this delicious fish may increase in our ponds. 
We have in this and various other matters acted by the ad- 
vice of our townsman, Mr. E. A. Brackett, one of*the State 
Commissioners, the value of whose labors and advice in 
matters piscato1ial is now recognized far and near. As he 
and his associates on the commission were confident that the 
closure of the Mystic River and its tributaries against fishing 
for migratory fish during three years to come is of impor- 
tance to the success of the enterprise of re-stocking these 
waters with the fish in question, the Legislature has ordered 
such closure to continue another three years. 

During the past year, Mr. Brackett put into the head 
waters of Mystic River three thousand Lake Superior Sal- 
mon and one thousand true Salmon, and of the latter there 
will be more put in next year. For the benefit of those who 
find it hard to believe that such re-stocking with small fry 
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“an ever yield a harvest of mature fish, we transcribe a pas- 
sage from the last report of the State Fish Commission : ‘In 
the summer of 1870, something over one thousand young 
Salmon were turned into the Pemigewasset, seven hundred 
into the Mystic, and two thousand into rivers on the Cape. 
Last spring almost every dealer in fish in Boston market had 
for sale young Salmon weighing from two to three pounds, 
caught in the weirs and nets on both sides of the Cape. An 
inquiry at the fish markets in New York showed that the 
dealers there had received quite a number of small Salmon 
from this State. In Plymouth they were peddled out from 
the fish-cart. Last October (1872), a Salnion weighing nine 
pounds was caught with hook and line in Massachusetts Bay, 
and sold in Boston market at one dollar a pound. As no 
young Salmon have been taken in the Bay for the last twenty- 
eight years, it is evident that these fish were a part of those 
hatched by the State and put into the head waters of our 
rivers. There was no necessity for destroying these Salmon. 
They could easily have been put back into the water alive. 
As the State will have several hundred thousand young Sal- 
mon to be distributed next spring, some law should be passed 
to protect them.” To protect them, that is, until they shall 
have become sufficiently mature to seek the waters where 
they were set loose and there spawn, as is the instinct of 
migratory fish. 

The expenditures of the Committee have been as follows : 


For sundries, $7 50 
For watching at Mystic Dam, 20. 00 
$27 50 


F. WINSOR, 
C. O. BILLINGS, + Committee. 
M. OLIVER, © 
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By-Laws of the Town of Winchester 


ADOPTED NOVEMBER Sth, 1872. 


(REVISED CODE.) 
ARI i. 
NOTIFICATION OF TOWN MEETINGS. 


Sec. 1. A copy of every Warrant for a Town Meeting 
shall be left at every dwelling house in town, four days at 
least, before the time named in the Warrant for holding the 
said meeting. 

Sec. 2. Notices of every adjourned meeting, stating 
briefly the business to come before the meeting, shall be 
posted by the Town Clerk at the Post Office, as soon as 
practicable after the adjournment. 


ART. U. 
ORDER OF PROCEEDING AT TOWN MEETING. 


Sec. l.. At the time appointed, the Town Clerk shall 
call the meeting to order and read the Warrant, and all per- 
sons present shall be seated and uncovered. 

Sec. 2. When the meeting has been duly organized, the 
presiding officer shall call on any clergyman present to open ~ 
the meeting with prayer. After which the Moderator shall 
submit the articles contained in the Warrant to the action of 
the meeting. 

Sec. 3. No one shall speak twice on any one subject, if 
any other citizen who has not already spoken thereon, shall 
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desire to speak; nor shall any person speak more than 
twenty minutes at one time, except by a yote of permission. 

Sec. 4. No vote shall be reconsidered except by a two- 
thirds vote at the meeting at which it is passed. 

Sec. 5. Before the adjournment of any meeting, the 
Town Clerk shall read his minutes of the proceedings, and 
the Moderator shall submit the same to the meeting for 
approval. 

Sec. 6. No final action shall be taken at any meeting on 
the report of any committee previously chosen, when it in- 
volves an expenditure of five hundred dollars or more, unless 
the same shall be specially notified in the Warrant calling 
such meeting. 

Sec. 7. The proceedings of the meeting shall be gov- 
erned by the rules of practice contained in Cushing’s Manual 
of Parliamentary Law, except as modified by these By-Laws. 

Sec. 8. It shall be the duty of the Town Clerk to im- 
mediately notify in writing, all committees that may be 
elected or appointed at any town meeting, and the nature of 
the business upon which they are expected to act. 


ART. III. 
FINANCIAL. 


Sec. 1. The financial year shall begin with the first 
secular day of March, and-end with the last secular day of 
February, in each and every year. 

Sec. 2. No money except State and County Taxes, and 
principal and interest of town notes, shall be paid from the 
Town Treasury without a warrant therefor, signed by the 
major part of the Selectmen. 

Sec. 3. All promissory notes of the town shall be 
signed by the Treasurer and countersigned by the Select- 
men. 
Sec. 4. All taxes shall be assessed and committed to the 
Collector on or before the fifteenth day of August in each 
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year, and the Collector shall deliver all the tax bills within 
fourteen days after such commitment. 

Sec. 5. On the first secular day of each month, the Col- 
lector shall pay over to the Treasurer of the Town all taxes 
by him collected, except County Taxes, and shall, on or be- 
fore the first secular day of March in each year, make up his 
annual account, and render the same to the Selectmen. 

Sec. 6. The Town Treasurer shall, on the first secular 
day of March, annually render to the Selectmen, in writing, 
a full account of all his receipts and disbursements for the 
financial year last past; and said account, together with 
the financial report of the expenditures of the town, shall 
be by them printed, and a copy thereof left at every dwell- 
ing in the town, four days at least, before the annual town 
meeting, which meeting shall be held on the fourth Monday 
in March. 


Ud Le Ae 
STREETS, ETC. 


Sec. 1. No person shall obstruct any street or sidewalk 
of the town, without first obtaining a written license from 
the Selectmen therefor, which license shall contain the terms 
and conditions upon which such obstructions may be made, 
the person receiving such license shall fully comply with all 
the terms and conditions thereof. 

Sec. 2. No person shall tie or fasten any horse, cattle, 
or term, to any tree, not his own, standing in any public 
highway, street, or public place in this town, nor in any way 
cut or mutilate such tree. 

Sec. 3. No owner or person having the care of any 
sheep, swine, horses, oxen, cows, or other grazing animals, 
shall permit or suffer the same to go at large, or to graze on 
uny street, lane, common, square, or other public place 
within this town, nor permit any such animal to go upon any 
sidewalk therein. 
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Sec. 4. No person shall place or cause to be placed in 
any public street or way of this town, the contents of any 
sink, cess-pool, or privy, nor place any rubbish or garbage 
in the same, except for the purpose of immediate removal 
therefrom. 

Sec. 5. No person shall make any marks, letters or 
figures of any kind, or place any sign, advertisement or 
placard, upon or against any wall, fence, post, ledge, stone, 
tree, building or structure, in or upon any street in this 
town, without the permission of the owner thereof. 

Sec. (. No person shall coast in any of the streets or 
public walks of this town, except such streets as are publicly 
announced as permitted by the Selectmen. 

Src. 7. No person shall swim or bathe in any of the 
waters within the town, so as to be exposed to the view of 
passengers or other persons in any street, lane, alley or 
house within the town. 

Sec. 8. The records of the town, and all important 
papers shall be kept in a fire-proof safe. 

Sec. 9. Every violation of any of the foregoing By- 
Laws shall be punished by a fine of not less than two dol- 
lars, nor more than twenty. 


Alu, “¥: 
TRUANT CHILDREN. 


Sec. 1. Any minor between the ages of seven and six- 
teen years convicted of being an ‘* habitual truant,” or of 
‘¢wandering about the streets or public places” of this 
town, having no lawful occupation or business, ‘* not attend- 
ing school, and growing up in ignorance,” shall be punished 
by a fine not exceeding twenty dollars, or instead thereof, at 


the discretion of the court or justice having jurisdiction of — 


the case, be committed for a term not exceeding two years, 
to the ‘** House for the Reception, Instruction, Employment 
and Reformation of Juvenile Offenders,” in the city of Lowell, 


ee 
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in the county of Middlesex, which is hereby assigned and 
provided as the institution of instruction, house of refor- 
mation or suitable situation required by the statutes of this 
Commonwealth concerning truant children and absentees 
from school. 


Bets VL. 
_ These By-Laws shall take effect ten days after approval 
by the Superior Court or a justice thereof. 
All existing By-Laws are hereby repealed. 
A true copy. 
Attest, GEORGE P. BROWN, 
Town Clerk. 


Which By-Laws being seen and understood by the Court, 
are this 12th day of December, a.p. 1872, approved, ex- 
cepting in the application of penalties provided in Sec. 9, 
Art. IV, to Arts. I, II, III, and Sec. 8 of Art. IV. 


_[{u.s.] In testimony that the foregoing is a true copy ot 
record, [ hereto set my hand and affix the 
seal of said Court, this sixteenth day of De- 

“ cember, A. D. 1872. 


JNO. JAS. SAWYER, 
Assistant Clerk. 


TOWN WARRANT. 


COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS. 
MIDDLESEX, SS. 


To either of the Constables of the Town of Winchester, in 
said County. GREETING : 

In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, you 
are hereby required to notify and warn the inhabitants of 
the Town of Winchester, qualified to vote in elections and 
town affairs, to meet in Lyceum Hall, in said Winchester, 
on Monday, the twenty-fourth day of March, instant, at one 
o'clock in the afternoon, to act upon the following articles : 


ArtricLe 1. To choose a Moderator to preside at said 


Meeting. 

Art. 2. To choose all necessary Town Officers for the 
year ensuing. 

Art. 3. To hear and act upon the report of the Select- 
men, or any other Town Officer, und Committees heretofore 
appointed. 

Arr. 4. To determine what sum of money the Town 
will raise for the support of Schools, for the year ensuing. 

Arr. 5. To determine what sum of money the Town 
will raise for the repairs on School houses, and improve- 
ments to grounds. | 

Arr. 6. To see if the Town will choose a Prudential 
Committee, to take charge of building and repairing School 
houses, and furnishing fuel, or do anything in relation to the 
same. | 
Ant. 7. To determine what sum of money the Town 
will raise for the support of Highways and Bridges, and 
how, and through whom, the same shall be expended. 

Art. 8. To determine what sum of .money the Town 
will raise for widening Streets. 

Art. 9. To see if the Town will authorize the Selectmen 
to adjust the line between the land of J. 5. Palmer and that 
of the Town’s as to permanently define the bounds of Town’s 
land, or do anything in relation to the same. 
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Art. 10. To determine what sum of money the Town 


will raise for the support of the Poor, and to defray i inci- 
dental expenses, interest, and State Aid. 

Art. 11. To determine what sum of money the Town 
will raise to keep the Cemetery in repair. 

Art. 12. To determine what sum of money the Town 
will raise for the Town Library, for the year ensuing. 

Arr. 13. To determine what sum of money the Town 
will raise for the support of the Fire Department, for the 
year ensuing. 

Arr. 14. To see if the Town will raise a sum of money 
to be expended by the Fish Committee 

Art. 15. To determine what measures the Town will 
adopt for the payment of the notes of the Town, coming due 
the current year. 

Art. 16. To see if the Town will authorize the Trea- 
surer to borrow, under the direction of the Selectmen, a 
sum of money to meet demands upon the Treasury, in anti- 
cipation of the taxes. 

Art. 17. ‘To see if the Town will hear and act upon the 
report of Selectmen in relation to naming new streets, or 
do anything in relation to the same. 

Art. 18. ‘To hear and act upon the report of Selectmen 
in relation to laying out a new Town way along the easterly 
side of the Common. 

Art. 19. To hear and act upon the report of Selectmen 
upon laying out Park Street, leading from Main Street to 
near the house of Dr. F. Winsor. 

Art.” 20. To see if the Town will authorize the Select- 
men to settle the claim of H. K. Stanton for land damage 
on account of laying out the street at the south end of the 
Common, or do anything in relation to the same. 

Art. 21. To see if the Town will approve of the action 
of the Selectmen in regard to petition of the Town of Wo- 
burn for change of Town lines between Woburn and Win- 
chester, or do anything in relation to the same. 

Arr. 22. To see if the Town will authorize the Select- 
men, when in their judgment it may be necessary, to employ 
legal counsel in the interests of the Town. ) 

Art. 23. To see if the Town will appropriate money for 
the purpose of decorating the graves of soldiers on Memo- 
rial Day, or do anything i in relation to the same. 

Arr. 24. ‘To see if the Town will appoint a night police, 
or do anything in relation to the same. 

Arr. 25. To see if the Town will cause the old Engine 
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house to be fitted up as a Town Library and Reading Room, 
or do anything in relation to Town Library. 

Art. 26. To see if the Town will lay pipe in the streets 
of the Town and take water from Woburn or any other 
source, or do anything in relation to the same. 

Art. 27. ‘To see if the town will choose three Water 
Commissioners, or do anything in relation to the same. 

Art. 28. To see if the Town will authorize the Water 
Commissioners to issue Water Bonds to pay for the construc- 
tion of water works, or do anything in relation to the same. 

Art. 29. To hear and act upon the report of the Water 
Committee. 

Art. 30. To see if the Town will accept an Act of the 
Legislature of the Commonwealth, in addition to Chapter 
265 of the Acts of 1872, relative to supplying the Town 
with pure water. 

Arr. 31. To see if the Town will take the necessary 
measures to supply the Town with pure water, or do any- 
thing in relation to the same. 

ArT. 32. ‘To choose three Water Commissioners, as pro- 
vided for in Section 4 of Chapter 265 of the Acts of 1872, 
and fix their compensation. 

And you are directed to serve this Warrant by leaving a 
printed copy thereof, by you attested, at every dwelling 
house in said Town, four days, at least, before the time of 
holding said meeting. 

Hereof fail not, and make due return of this Warrant, 
with your doings thereon, to the Town Clerk, at or before 
the time of holding said meeting. 

Given under our hands, at Winchester, this Twelfth day 

of March, A. D. 1873. 


H. K. STANTON, Selectmen 
D. W. LOCKE, of 
Js te. OBB. Winchester. 
A true copy. 
Attest: Maruew Ontver, Constable. 


The Selectmen will be in session at the Selectmen’s room, 
on Saturday, March 22d, from 7 to 9 o’clock P. M., and 
from 12 to 1 o’clock P. M., on the day of meeting, to cor- 
rect and revise the Voting List; and no case will be heard 
after the meeting is opened. 


ANNUAL REPORT 


SCHOOL COMMITTEE 


TOWN OF WINCHESTER, 


SCILOOL YEAR is72-3. 


WOBURN: 
JOHN LL. PARKER, PRINTER. 
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TWENTY-THIRD ANNUAL REPORT 


SCHOOL COMMIETTEE 


TOWN OF WINCIIESTER, 


MARCH, Isvn. 


~The School Committee respectfully submit. the Twenty- 
third Annual Re ‘port of the schools of Winchester. 


SCILOOLS. 


Nigh School—Daniel Dana Patten, Principal. 
Ainn Tloward Ward, Assistant. 
Lizzic EK. Marston, do. for a few weeks. 


Ta 
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-&rammar School—Sacob O. Sanborn, Principal. 

E. J. Frank Baxter, do. since Sept. 

Fs Lizzie IX. Marston, Assistant. 

a Clara A. Weeks, e ; 

E Klizabeth L. Eaton, do. portions of the 

3 year. 

| mma C. Richardson, do. portions of the 
year. ‘ 


ne 
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Rinford Iutermediate—Mary E. Franklin. 
Abbie F. Johnson, siuce Sept. 
Ay Primary—¥.. Josephine Quimby. 
“6 6 Georgie Palmer, since Sept. 
(fiffurd [nterinediate—A. N. Osgood. 
Laura S. Westcott, since Sept. 


ss Pronary—Mary A. Wadleigh. 
he as Agnes Westcott, since Sept. 


aldoams Jntermediate—Addie M. Whitney. 
6 Primary—Carric B. Symines. 
Mystic Mixed School—Abhie F. Johnson. 


ss a 4 Mary A. Wadleigh, since Sept. 
Wyman * ‘4 Abbie M. Johnson. 
Washington “s Sarah M. Graham. 
STill os “6 Louisa R. Warren. 


“6 4s “4 Sarah R. Wells, since Dee. 
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Number of children in Town May 1, 1871, between the ages of 


5 and 15, : " : . - : 4 ‘ 553 
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_ for past year—Flora Prince, Walter Purrington, Charle 


oF 


GRADUATING CLASS, JULY, 1872. 


Mr. Andrew Woods, Miss Emma M. Bell, 
‘¢ Frank A. Elliott, ‘© [TE-mma Bridge, 
‘© Artbur Fletcher, ‘+ Flora L. Carter, 
‘* John T. Holland, ‘* Annie H. Gove, 
‘* James HI. Houston, ‘© Carrie Holton, 
‘ Frank M. White, ‘© Nellie Wellington, 
; ‘Lizzie Wilder. 


ROLL OF HONOR, - 


Wyman School. —Not absent or tardy during the year — 
George Purrington, David Reagan and Nellie Regan. Not 
absent—Willie M. Neal. | Absent one-half day-—-Manurice — 
Lynch. Absent one day —Prederick Locke and Frederick — 


Humphrey. 

Rumford Intermed cate.—Not absent or tardy during the 
year—Wilbur FB. Cobb. Absent one-half day and net tardy 
—William Swann and Katy Challis. . 

Grama School.—Not absent or tardy for three Voars—— 
Mary 5. Chaffee, Mugene L. Perry, Flora S. Quimby, Estella 
I. Quimby, Charles Re Svmmes. Absent one-half day but — 
not tardy for three years—Martha G. Mason, Granville— 
Richardson. Absent one day but not tardy for three years— 
—Emma F. Dwinell, David Fitzgerald. Not absent or 
tardy for two years—Willic IT. Herrick, Dollie M. Ham- 
mond, Nellic S. Joy. Not absent but tardy once for 
two years — John Flynn, Augustus Richardson. Not 
absent but tardy twice for two years—Rufus M. Her- 
rick. Absent one-half day but not tardy for two years— 
Carrie E. Pratt, Edith H. Pratt. Absent one day, not tardy 
for two years—Henry 8S. Wellington. Not absent or tardy 


Purrington, Fred. Sanborn, Frank Wadleigh, Harry Symmes 
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Enoch Freneh, Ellen Holton, Louisa Richardson. Not 
absent but tardy once the past yeur—Addie Greeley. Ab- 
sent one-half day, not tardy the past year—Henry P. Ayer; 
i Johnnie L. Ayer, George Pratt, Lizzie Symmes. Absent 
one day, not turdy for past year—Ella C. Stone, Arthur 
ene Mary O'Melia, Hannah Reardon, Georgia Stone. 
‘Absent onve and tardy once for past year—John Keefa. 

~~ High School.—Not absent or tardy the past two years— 
;Frauk A. Cutting, Wallace P. Palmer, J. Herbert Shattuck, 
plelis M. Cutting. Not absent but tardy once in two years 

—Abbie E. Cutting, John F. Hollend, James H. Houston. 
Not : absent but tardy three times in two yeurs—Fred Whit- 
“ney. Not absent or tardy during past year—William Locke, 
‘Abbie Dunham, Kate G@. Lamson, Lizzie M. Richardson, 
Jennie Stone, Annie Symmes. Not absent but tardy once 
during the past year—Lanra Carleton, Sarah Challis. 


THE BANNER FOR SPELLING, 


Was, in accordance with the practice of the preceding year, 
awarded to the Wyman School, whose percentage of cor- 
rectly spelled words ranked highest, among the intermediate 


schools. In this school the percentage was 84 
Master John Ayer, the first in rank, 9Y 
The highest per centage attained was in the High 

School, 93% 
Master Ierbert Shattuck, the first in rank, LOO* 


In the Grammar School the sume percentage (100*) was 


attained by Misses Fannie Ayer, Abbie Dunham and Dollie 
Holland. 


THE BANNER FOR MUSIC 


Was awarded to the Mystic School, in which the general _ 
attainments in this branch were ‘the most highly esteemed, 
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although the Adams Intermediate deserves particular mention 
for the reason that at the recent examination the singing was 
of more uniform excellence throughout the school. The 
smaller banner designed for the Primary Schools was award- 
ed to the Adams Primary. These banners were dévised for 
the lower schools only. It is proper to add that the most 
marked proficiency appeared in the Grammar School. With 
superior advantages from the musical abilities of the teachers 
of this school, it has attained to the respectable performance 
of pieces of very considerable intricacy in time and harmony. 


TABULAR ARRANGEMENT OF THE COURSE. 


PRIMARY SCHOOLS. 


—_ 


1OUKS PER WEEK. 

. . ooo No. OF 
J “CTS OF J¢  - 

SUBJECTS OF INSTRUCTION WEEKA: 


3D YEAT. 


ist YEAR. | 2D YEAR. 


ons "1 
Oral Lessons, . .~ 4 | 4 
Readings oss oe ceh aes « 5 h 
Writing (copying on slato) _ — 
Spelling. cievaekaatatens se 3 4 
Arthmetios? cave ssseee Bees < pa 4 
Geography, - Sosiverrrrs ... —_ I 
Dra WIN, Tie cin ced a aes 4 3 
Music, . . 1 1 

| 


INTERMEDIATE SCHOOLS. 


HOURS PER WEER. 


NO. OF 
WEFKS. 


—— -—- FE 


1ST YEAR. | 2D YEAR. | 3D YEAR. 


Oral Lessous io. s.5 6es sts 5 5 4 36 
Reading. ia. -8secueet sehx ee 4 4 3 36 
We ri tinier teen ca tases | 2 2 36 
Snelling; srvusutewsthaceres 3 3 3 36 
Arithmeticn..<cseeleeste rs 4 4 4 36 
Geography, ..........----- 2 2 3 36 
Drawing, ...-- -..-++++0se- 2  S 2 36 
DiusiG fects asieacucevaces i 1 1 1 36 
History, 23. cs ahr ese pee = — 1} 36 
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GRAMMAR SCHOOL. 
+ Sie HOURS PER WEEK. 
JECTS OF INSTRUCTION. OS 


WEEKE, 


IsT YEAR. | 2D YEAR. | 3D YEAR, 


‘Oral Lessons, ...........- : 2 14 l 40 
Reading, Sie | eS ep : 3h 3 3 40 
SWrititivs cs: w<.-<-+> <5. at: 1} 1} 1k 40 
abe hana Py A ay pe 1 : 4 4 a 
: GES edits a bewes: = 2 
Arithnictic Pee S occ 4 4 4 40 
Geography, ......... - / 3 ; a 40 
Pilea Re ae) iyo. ss | 1 eS 4 40 
2, 2 ore 2 z 2 3 40 
Natural Philosopliy,...... ; — 1 23 20 
tPhysiology, .. .-.-.-.. f 1 ae a. 0 
iMastegiccat vss < | 14 l t 40 
| RET =~ © iol kro naenies ae Pe Ere Seen 
e Compositions, at intervals of three weeks. Declamations. 
a Recitations from Authors. Monthly Test Examinations. 
ie : 
= HIGH SCHOOL. 
ie HOURS PER WEEK. 
mupers or ixetevretioy. (on NO. or 
‘Be BIECTS OF INSTRUC TION.| wewel 4 
ES YERRI20 YEAR.A3ID YEAL.| ATID Y'R. 
a eT ws : ie 2 = BR oe EE es Bae es ee i Sele Tee 
ae AQILGMOLie cs. otk. ah ~ 4 o> 16 
Do POT ae ee. a noe St — — —_ of 
3. Geometry, ...... USE —- 34 -- — 28 
4. Trigonometry, &e..... ~~ - — + 40 
Eo Chemittryconi..; ..-- 3 — = = Iti 
6& Mineralogy, ...... .... Ih —- -- —_ 24 
Cer AZOUROLY 2 cs gdh ons — 3 -- _- 16 
» 8. Geography,............ _ _ 2 —- 16 
9. Nat. Philosophy,...... 3 —_ — 24 
10. Botany.=*.>. 2. — % — _ 16 
I. Physiology,........... 3h — ~— 24 
12, Astronomy, . ......... — -- 3 ~ v4 
13. Analysis, 2. ........... 2t } — “es 40) 
lt. Rhetoric & Composit’n 3 14 — _ 40 
15. English Literature,... — — 2 1} 40 
16. History, Eng.,......... — — _ 1} 40 
‘M7. Nat. History, ......... 2 a —_ 16 
138. Constitution, U.S..... _ — 2t — “4 
oevrench sites... — _ 33 3 40 
20. Moral Philosophy,.... — — _ 3 16 
ai. Mental Philosophiy,... _ — — 3 24 
22. Latin and Greek,... 4 4 4 4 40) 
23. MOAGiINGS oro. -2 +... 1 1 1 1 40 
OTA a 1 1 1 1 40) 
a ee rae 


ELECTIVE STUDIES. 


44 Latin, elective for studies 13, 1,and 6inthe first year; 14, 16 and 17 in 
Me second year, and 19, 1 and 18 in the third year. 

— Supils preparing for College, in addition to Latin and Greek, study :-Ist 
year, Rhetoric and Composition, Analysis, Chemistry and Algreba; 2d 
‘year, Geometry, and throughout the remainder of the Classical course, 
orape English studics required for admission to College. : 
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SCHOOL CALENDAR. 


The School Year begins on the first Monday in March. 
Hien anp Grammar Scuoors. 


First Term.—Begins on the first Monday in March, and 
continues 16 weeks, with recess of one week abont the Jast 
of May. 

SECOND Term.—Begins on the first Monday in September, 
and continues 13 weeks. 1 

Timp Term.—Begins on the first Monday of December. 
and continues 11 weeks, with recess from December 25 to 
January 2d. 


ELEMENTARY ScHooLs. 


First Texm.—DBegins on the first Monday in March, and 
continues 14 weeks. Recess as in High School. 

Second Trerm.—Begins on the first Monday in September, 
und continues 11 weeks. 

Tiirp Term.—Begins on the first Monday in December, 
and continues 11] weeks. Recess from December. 25 to 
January 2d. nee ; 

Honipays.—Fast Day ; Middlesex Teachers’ Association 
day ; Washington’s Birthday. 


REGULATIONS. 


J. Scnoou SEssions. 


The High School has one daily session, commencing at 8 
A. M. and closing at 1 P. M. In all the other schools there 
are two sessions daily, commencing at 9 A. M. and closing 
at 12 M., and at I$ P. M., closing at 33 P. M. In weather 
severely stormy, cither of the schools may prolong the morn- 
ing session one hour, and omit the afternoon session for the 


Segd Ll 


lay. ’ The school rooms to be opened by the tercher fifteen 

minutes , and in stormy or cold weather Ccenty minules before 
school time. The school bell is to be rung five minues be- 
fore the hour of the session, and the pupils to be in their. 
seats in readiness for the opening exercises precisely at the 
hour. The morning sessions to have one recess, not to 
exceed fifteen minutes. 


ders Il. ATTENDANCE. 


-. All the pupils required to be present during each daily ses- 
‘sion, unless excused hy reason of sickness. The reasons for 
absence to be furnished to the teacher, in writing, by the par- 
ent or guardian ot the pupil, and preserved for the record of 
the school. Tn case such written explanation is neglected or 
Tefused, the teacher is re quested to note the facts, for the 
‘Consideration of the Committee. Pupils delinquent in their 
studies, or in deportment, or requiring special assistance in 
‘their schcol work, may be detained by the teacher one hour 
after the close of the P.M. session. Those who ‘are tardy 
will be required to bring a written excuse from the parent or 
‘gu irdian. ct rol/ of Honor, indicating superior fidelity in at- 


fendance and punctuality, shall be published in the annual 
"report. 


a - [tf. Scroon Iflouses. 


The school-rooms, grounds, all the premises are to be kept 
“neat and in good order; the teacher will enforce this as one 
of the important requirements of ‘the pupils. Any damage 
done’ to the house or any part of the premises must be paid 
“for by the parent or guardian of the child doing it. The'laws 
of the State nevis that all wilful or wanton damages so 
‘done shall be punished “by a fine not excecding five Rntean 


“dollars, or by imprisonment in the jail not axconditie one 
“Year. oe 
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IV. Prosorisons. 


Monthly cxaminations, or test exercises, shall be held in 
all the schools except the Primary, and those whose class 
. ktanding, including deportment, is indicated by 80 in a scale 
of 100, throughout the year, shall be advanced to the next 
higher class by right, or without further examination. Those 
whose scholarship or deportment shall fall below this standard 
thall be examined by the committee and the teachers of their 
own and the next higher grade. 


VV. GRavpuatTion. 


Pupils who complete to the satisfaction of the teach rs and 
cominittee a three years’ course, will be entitled to the Dip- 
loma of graduation in the Lnglish course. Those thus coim- 
pleting the four years’ course, to the Diploma of the //igh — 
School course, and those prepared for admission to College to 
the Diploma of the classical course. 


VI. Derrorryent. 


For offences of the order of the school the teacher may | 
inflict corporal punishment, with a rattan applied to the 
hand ; and in cases of resistance to authority, may suspend 
the pupil or pupils from the school; the case to be promptly 
reported to the parent or guardian, and to the committee. 

Whenever a pupil shall be reported as ungovernable, or as 
an injury to the school by his irregular attendance or conduct, 
he may be suspended from the school, and in cases of re- 
peated crimes against the order of the school, after tempor- 
ary suspension,- he may -be expelled, and reported to the 
appropriate officers of the Law, to be dealt with as the State 
Laws, or By-Laws of the town may provide. 

If the parent or guardian shall have cause of complaint 
avainst a teacher, he shall present his complaint to the teacher 
privately, or to the Committee, but in no case will the 
complaint be allowed to be made in the presence of the 


school. 


PRUDENTIAL COMMITTEF’S REPORT. 


By reference to the report of the Selectmen, the expendi- 
tures for the town schools the past year, will be found in de- 
tailg cA. comprehensive exhibit, by the Prudential Committee, 
as has for several years been practiced, will be convenient in 
this place. ‘The account as approved and kept by him, is as 
follows : 


Dr. 
Paid for teachers’ salaries, $8,618 GL 
: +s as repairs, 1,000 42 
vs oe incidentals, 567 04 
Ss * fuel, sawing, &e., 518 00 
ss ss care of and cleaning, 420 50 
Total expenditures, ———— $11,124 57 
Cr: 
By town appropriation, $10,500 00 
‘© State fund, 208 00 
Total receipts, ———— $10,708 00 
Excess of appropriation expended, $416 00 


Some of the outlays, such as the addition to the Gifford 
school-house and the new desks and fence, also the new 
furnace and improvements in the Grammar school-house 
were formerly paid from the town incidentals, and do not 
properly belong to school appropriations. The cost cannot 
be returned to the State Board as such; as however, the care 
and management of such improvements have very properly 
been left in the hands of the School Committec, it becomes 
their duty to lay before the town an account of their doings 
_inthe past, and the prospective wants for the schools and 
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school-houses, in order that due provision may be made to 
mect the cost. | 

The current year will require an increased appropriation. 
The High School will attain such numbers as to require a 
second assistant teacher, and the salaries of some of our 
present teachers should be increased. The Washington and 
Hill school-houses should be painted, and to relieve the naked 
look of the Wigh school-house a balustrade ought to be put 
upon the roof—similar to that on the Grammar schoo’-house. 

To meet. the expenses of the foregoing, there will be needed 


For care of school-houses, £400 O00 
‘* wood and coal, GOO 00 
‘repairs and incidentals, 1,500 00 
‘* teachers’ wages, 9 500 00 


Total needed, annealed ST DAMN) OND 


If the actual needs shall be less than the foregoing esti- 
mates none will be more gratified than the Committee. The 
sum asked is 2 large increase on former years, but it is not 
larger in proportion than our expenditures for the other town — 
departments. In the matter of school appropriations we 
stand much lower on the sethe-than in the matter of proper- 
ty valuation. ~~ 

The grading of the High school grounds still drags. The 
Committee admit the importance of utilizing the earth to be 
removed ; they also urge the Importance to the school and to 
the town, that as a matter of decency the work should be 
speedily completed, also that the concrete walk should be re- 
placed as soon as may be, onthe opening of the spring. 

The differences in the accounts of the School Committee 
and of the Selectmen must be owing, in large part, to the 
grading of the High school-grounds, and work around — 
the Rumford school-house haying been charged by them to the 
account of the schools while the expenses belonged to town 
incidentals. _ The School Conmniitee have had nothing to do- 
with those outlays, 2nd »o money was appropriated for them. 


_> ; > - e-% og? rt a. $ 
A. CHAPIN, Prudencial Commute. 
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r nay be Beradered very prosperous. 
BeThe course of instruction has been oe ee in accordance 


Sete ee prominence es ie: given to textual recita- 
tion, and more to general exercises which involve peculiarly 
the tact and skill of the teacher, and demand more of the 
faculties of the pupil in perception and expression. 


S»:The results of suc Le chit AMES as ch uve heen introduced are 


HIGH SCHOOL. 


be’ 

Fi The course of daily work in the //igh School has received 
no material modification. The general instruction expected 
i from the teachers in the lower schools is neither so imiport- 
pant or so practicable, perhaps, in this. The pupils are sup- 
bosed to have acquired ability to study, and to have reached 
2 stage of mental culture in which they are to be deemed 
competent to investigate for themselves, and responsible for 
a fair exhibition of their attainments in the daily examina- 
‘tions before the teacher. The instruction uppears to have 
‘been thorough and effective in the several branches, and the 
“evidences of increased vigor of thought as well as refine- 
Bent of language and manners, are readily recognized. 

* The Reariicy of scholars, as will be seen by reference to 
‘the tabular view (page 3) is reduced by continual withdraw- 
-als from term to term. Nothw ithstauding the accession from 
the Grammar school, in September, of a class of forty, the 
“whole Dumber for the term just closed is only forty-nine. 


Lae The i mMecrease expected at the close of the next term will make 


the membership about 
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We have, as yet, been unable to gather a class for the 
fourt hyear, or the extended **J/igh School Course ;~ but many 
of the graduates of the three years’ course have continued 
their studies, and availed themselves of the benefits of the 
training schools, in the city. It isa matter of regret that 
we may not have the stimulating influence of such an uad- 
vanced class, who might manifest their appreciation of the 
superior advantages thus within their reach, and serve by 


their zeal jn study to raise the estimate of scholarship in the 


lower classes of the school. The Committee still hope that 
this advanced class may be formed from the many faithful 
students now found in the existing clisses. 

The school has experienced some interruption from the 
temporary absence of Miss Ward, but the loss, for a few 
weeks, of her highly appreciated Jabors, is very fortunately 
relieved by the services of Miss Marston, with whom the 
pupils were already familiarly acquainted. 


- 


Tk GRAMMAR SCHOOL, 


Still maintains the character it had attained under the man-_ 


agement of Mr. J. O. Sanbern. 

The Committee-regretfully accepted his resignation at the 
close of the first term. But as he was appointed to a higher 
post of professional work, pecuniary inducements could not 
consistently retain him with us. We were fortunately able 
to fill the vacancy thus made by securing the services of Mr. 
J. Frank Baxter, whose reputation as a teacher was already 
established. He assumed the principalship in September, 
and the school was never In a more prosperous condition than 
at present. With the associated services of such successful 
teachers as Misses Marston and Weeks the conditions for 
prosperous school work have been exceptionally favorable, 
and the recent examinations have elicited the most gratifying 
evidences of thorough and judicious training. 


In music, drawing, eclocution and ready composing the- 


OOO a, a 


proficiency of the scholars was especially marked. During 
Miss Marston’s removal to her temporary services in the 
Hi gh School, her place has been very acceptably supplied by 
Miss Emma C. Richardson. 


THE INTERMEDIATE SCHOOLS 


PI I i aa i 


"Have been more attected by the changes in the methods of 
sinstruction than the higher schools, and the teachers of these. 
schools have found their skill the most seriously taxed, in the 
exercises of their work. Deprived of some of their accustomed 
text hooks, and called upon to supply the places of these guides, 
with oral lessons: and exercises in drawing, it has involved 
great labor and invention upon the part of the teachers, as well 
as much confused effort upon that of the puptls. But both teach- 
ers and pupils have already found that the work of the school 
Toom is acquiring new zest; that a new vitality is infused 
‘into the instruction ; and something much move valuable than 
memorized words for answers, is uppreciatively recognized 
‘by the pupils. The progress made in these schools in musig 
and drawing is very satisfactory, not only as involving ac- 
complishments valuable in themselves, but as demonstrating 
the fuct that all may attain respectable proficiency in both. 
The number of those able to read simple music at sight, and 
of those who can acquire tunes by their own unaided study 
Of the notes, is greatly increased during the year. 


' 


iene THE PRIMARY CLASSES, 

Whether in the Primary or the Mixed schools are mostly 
conducted with increased skill upon the part of the teachers, 
and both music and drawing are prominently taught in 


then, with a happy effect upon the order of the schools and 
the rapidity of mental development. 
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GOVERNMENT OF THE SCHOOL. 


We propose to give a prominent place in this Report to 
suggestions upon the subject of School Government, not be- 
cnuse of marked deficiencies in the schools, so much as for 
the reason that the topic scems to us not to have received its 
proportionnte attention as 4 matter upon which the general 
views of the community are vitally important. 

In no department does the school work cucounter more 
various, more serious and obstructive, not to say more incon- 
siderate criticism than this. 

Modes of punishment for school offences, and the special 
rules.of school order are, in fact, more frequently reviewed 
and discussed in the community than any of the questions 
pertaining to the course of study or the mental and moral 
culture of the pupils,—whether it be that restraint and pen- 
sities the most forcibly arouse the public attention, or that 
theoretical, sentimental, poetical or theological views of lu- 


man nature here find their best opportunities for yentifition. 


IN LOCO PARENTIS.” 


The theory, generally accepted, that the teacher stands in 
the relation of parent, (st loco parentis.”) so far as it in- 
volves the right of control and punishment within and con- 
tiguous to the school room, is supplemented by the legisla- 
tion which invests School Committees with power to review 
nnd Jimit the teacher's practice, and to determine cases .of 
appeal. Yet the whole matter of effective school goyern- 


ment is scarcely the less dependent upon the public sense of — 


the proprieties involved. 


OUR LEGISLATURE OF 1865 


In response to the urgent efforts then made to procure the 
abolition by law, of corporal punishment in the public 


= % 19 


ools, adopted the following report of its Committee on 


ucation : 
ead u . * ° 
=**That, while we are convinced that the practice of corporal 


Dunishment in our schools is unwise, unnecessary and demor- 
alizing in its effects upon both teachers and scholars, never- 
it heless, believing that full power to banish it from our schools 
is now vested in School Committees, and further, that the 
itime and manner of dealing withthe question should be left 
ito their discretion, they report that it is inexpedient to legis- 
ite on the subject.” 


~.Thus Committees are to exercise their discretion in’ the 
matter of continuing s unwise,” ‘unnecessary” and “demor- 
Vals practices in the schools ;—the Legislature content- 
ing itself with rendering the rod odious by official prochuna- 
‘tion, and transferring the odium to those who may, in the 
exercise of their vested rights, sanction its use. 

EE It is not, however, the inconsistency of this legislation 
that we would remark, so muchas the faet, here revealed, 
that school government is not a proper matter for legislative 
determination ; that the school is too nearly allied to the 
family in its constitution to permit legislation for the one 
Which would be inappropriate to the other. 

+> Inferentially, school government must be left to such 
(Practical solution as the subject of family government itself 
.Feceives,—that derived from the prevalent opinions and cus- 
“oms of socicty. 

e 
Re THE ART OF GOVERNMENT 

‘Or the science, (if it be so considered,) in all civil or social 
Organizations, is something progressive, or ut least mutable. 
Rent is good, clfective or acceptable in one state of society 
Ob necessarily so in others. It is not really so much the 
creator of good order, as its product; the creation of the 
be st thought and prevalent spirit of society. 

fe ‘he scale of personal rights, even in communities the most 
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democratic, is practically a sliding one, and its variations 
affect and modify all the statements of rights and proprieties 
in the schoo] room. Like the family itself, it can not be 
successfully regulated by the same formulas and methods 
which may have been but a few years ago accepted as the 
hest. 

The change of conditions is a fact to be recognized, 
whether it may be deemed deplorable or not; and we are 
not so much concerned with the causes of the departure, or 
the “deterioration,” as with the neceptance of the situation 
as it is, and the practical adaptation of our means and 
methods to existing conditions. 

‘¢Time-honored ” methods claim a certain reverence, simi- 
lar to that accorded to the antique furniture whieh we may 
cherish as heir-looms, yet leave, in their cumbrous dignity, 
to occupy places the least obstructive to our domestic 
convenicnee. 

The reason we give for substituting, in actual every day 
use, modern furniture, tools, customs and even formulss of 
doctrine, is that we find them more practically useful; but 


if we attempt to describe the enuses of the change we aeeept, — 


we are soon lost ina ficld as broad as the great waves of 
civilization-itself 

Our intelligent citizens will not exact a revival oft methods, 
for the single reason that they were, in their boyhood, sue- 
cessful and approved, while they refuse to accept the same 
reasoning in its application to their own family government, 
or their every day business. : 


WHAT IS IMPRACTICABLE 


Should be admitted to be so. It is impracticable to secure 
for each child at school the special training which he needs 
peculiarly for his probable sphere in life. Only those wants 
which are common to all can be supplied im the studies of 


e school course. So it is equally impracticable to provide 
gust that individual discipline which may best regulate his 

tural impulses, or the most directly Aigo the best 
plements of his character. The study of individual traits 
may sugvest, for example, methods of punishing offenses 

uliarly appropriate, yet these will be found too “partial” 

and singular for general adoption and utterly’ fail in the 
‘sale effect desired for the school ut large. 

© The parent who ssunderstands best” his own child’s dispo- 
Rition, is often disposed to exact a treatment of that child in 
the school room which most accords with his at home,— 
overlooking the fact that titty other children are associated 
“with his child, each with a ** peculiar disposition,” and that 
‘the concern of the teacher is to ave vage these individualities 
‘of mental and moral character as best he m: Ly; and it must 
‘uot be expected of the teacher that he shall harmonize the 
fifty pecvlisnr dispositions by any other process than the 
Ftcit might find it necessary to adopt, were he to take the 


Hifty into his own houschold,—that is by devising rules of 
forder raffecting all alike. 
the, 
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Bows THEORY OF SCHOOL GOVERNMENT. 


ie The summary of the prerogatives and obligations of the 
‘teacher is found in the accepted statement that he stands in 
‘the place of the parent, and that the school is essentially his 
‘family, to regulate and order according to his best discretion. 
be “The tutor or schoolmaster has such a portion of the 
Power of the parent to restrain and correct as may be neces- 
/Sary to answer the purposes for which he is employed.” 
Blackstone, 453. 

f “The power allowed by law to the parent over the person 
of the child miy be delegated to a tutor or MS OED the 
“better to accomplish the purposes of education.”—2 [fent’s 
“Com. 205. 


£4 . . * * 
A schoolmaster stunds in loco parentis in relation to the 
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22 
pupils committed to his charge, while they are under his 
care, so far as to enforce obedience to his commands, lawful- 
Jy given in his capacity of schoolmaster, and he may there- 


fore enforce them by moderate correction.” (Legal decis- 


10S, passim. ) : 
The spirit of the common Jaw is illustrated in the well 
known anecdote of the schoolmaster and Charles IT. The 


monareh Visiting the school was addressed by the master,- 


“Sire, pull off thy hat in my school; for if my scholars dis- 
cover that the king is above me in authority here, they will 
cease to respect me.” 

The following Janguage will also be found in published 
legal decisions: In school, where the mind is first placed 
under care to be fitted for the grand purposes of life, the 
child should be taught to consider his instructor, in many 


respects, superior to the parent in point of authority.” **To 


tim a blow at this power would be to strike at the very basis 
of magésterial authority.” «The old wnaxim of Enelish Taw, 
every mans house ws his castle, is as applicable to the sehool- 
master as to any other person who is in the luwfal possession 
of a house.” ‘Having been legally put in possession, he eau 
hold it for the purposes and the time agreed upon: and no 
parent, not-even-the Governor of the State, nor the Presi- 
dent of the United States, has any right fo enter it and dis- 
turb him in the lawful performance of his duties. If per- 
sons do so cnter, he should order them out; and if they do 
not comply, he may use such force as is necessary to eject 
them. If unable to put them out himself he may call others 
to assist him; and if no more force is employed than is nec- 
essary to remove the intruders, the law will justify the 
teacher's act, and the acts of those who assist him.” 

Parents have no legal right to dictate the teachers of public 


schools. 
In confirmation of this, reference may be had to the de- 


cision in the case of Spear v. Cummings, (23 Pick. 224,) 
some of the prominent points of which are, that the parent 
has no more right to enter the school room, to direct the 


Feeacher, than the teacher has to enter the dwelling of the 

‘parent to interfere in the management of the Rowshold: 

e Lawful possession of the premises establishes in either 

“case exclusive rights and determines exclusive authority. 
~The parent, in the matter of the public schools, és not the 

“employer of the teacher, and the notion of employer's rights, 

too often obtruded in this connection, is totally inapplicable. 


. 


QUALIFYING CONSIDERATIONS. 


~~ The theory of school government thus set forth, uotwith- 
standing its sharply detined terms, is vet limited by several 
very important considerations. 

[t is not true that the teacher takes up exactly what the 
parent resigns when the latter commits his child to the care 
of the former; nor is it true that the parent's responsibility 
does not, me some important respects, follow the child into. 
the school room, or the tencher’s respoustbility to the very 
fireside of the child’s home. The suitable clothing of the 
scholar, the supply ef his books, the adjustment of domestic 
hours to the times of the school, and the obedience of the 
child to the teacher » both in the school room and on the way to 
and from it; some deeree of care for the child’s lessons, and 
still more for the habits he forms of application and deport- 
‘Ment, are matters of unabated parental responsibility 5 while 
the teacher's prerogitive has been sustained and his duties 
inferentially defined by legal decisions, tn cases in which a 
scholar has been punished for words and acts out of school 
hours and eyen at the parental hearth. | 

In the-cuse of Lander v. Seaver, (32 Vt. R. 120),) it was 
held that “even after the pupil had reached home, and has 
heen there some time, if he should commit any act of mis- 
behavior which would have a direct and immediate tendeucy 
fo injure the school and subvert the master’s authority, he 
may be punished for it in the school, the next day.” 
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And among the specifications of acts so punishable are 
named *¢injurics to books or apparatus belonging to the 
Kchool, or to the other scholars, or to the master;7 ‘‘lan- 
guage used to stir up disorder and insubordination, to bring 
odium or disgrace upon the master ;” ‘‘writings or pictures 
suggesting eviland corrupt Janguage, images and thoughts 
to youth who frequent the school ;” ‘*acts which tend to im- 
pair the usefulness of the school, the welfare of the scholars, 
and the authority of the master.” 

Such power of. punishment was held to be ** essential to 
the preservation of order, decency, and good government in 
schools.” 

When a teacher had expelled a scholar for ler taimeral 
practices while at home, in the evenings, although ne fault 
could be found with her deportment at) school, the court 
sustained the net of the teacher, as im the ease of Sherman 
v. the Inhabitants of Charlestown, (& Cush. Re bed.) 


ANQOVITER MODIFICATION 


Of the parental view of schooleovernment is sugeested by 
the fact that the child, in passing through the several grades 
of the school course, must encounter too erent ao variety of 
parental management to consist with the de loco parentis 
theory, strictly Interpreted. This presents, not a valuable 
combination or compound of parental traits, so much as a 
bewildering intermixture of incompatible ones, ranging 
from the * loving” all the way through the **sentimental,” 
the ‘*poctical” and the ** Gradgrind”™ and the ++ Squeers ~ 
types; and it is asimple impossibility for the ehild to main- 
tain a purely filial deportment. Hence school government 
must differ widely from that of the family, and conventional 
be substituted for the ‘* natural” methods so much insisted 
upon by our theorists, who in defiance of the tide of human 
experience, would make lender mothers alike of all whiskered 
masters, and feminine captains of fifties. | . 
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again, there is not a little obscurity in foisting persons 
so young as teachers usually are as a class, into the admin- 
istration of parental functions, in a family so large and 
miscellaneous. 

Also, there is something preposterous i requiring of : 
Schild the same regard tor his teacher which nature has et 
‘vised tor his tilial relations. 

It may be added to the necessary modifications of the 
parental theory, that the necessities of order in the school 
room involye requirements which uo parent would deem 
proper in houschold management; and that rebellious acts 


or impulses can not be measured by the same ov indeed very 


—stmilur standsarcds. 


Without extending this enumeration of exceplious, it) ts 


: + Sufficn tent here to observe that under the shelter of such the- 


ortes of school covernment as claim to be the se ‘nlightened 

sentiment of the age,” mach is exacted of teachers which 

upon little reflection is seen to be erroneous and absurd. 
While it may be true that the school should embrace, in its 


— administration, many of the best traits of a well regulated 


family, and that the good teacher may be properly expected 
toexhibit the virtues and eraces of an affectionate, earnest 
and considerate parent, yet it is not true that the school is a 
family, in the sense so often implied in the theories or even 
the legislation respecting its mangement. The definitions 
of rights aud obligations drawn from the one administration 
do not fully apply to the other. 


ESSENTIALS.  , 


~The following summary of the essential conditions of suc- 


_ ees in school management will exhibit the most clearly what 


is rightfully expected of a teacher, and what exigencies 
should be recognized in all criticisms of his muliniuisteationt 
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ORDER. 


First of all there must be systematic order. Successful 
household management requires this, and in military organs 
izations, whence our analogies should the more property be 
sought, perfect order must be riyidly observed. The larger 
the collection of individuals, the greater the necessity of that 
common law which holds each responsible for any omission 
or violation of the rules of order. 

The hcurs appointed for school exercises should be exactly 
observed. The order of the occurrence of these exercises 
should be deemed an essential matter, any infringement of 
Which is to be deplored both for the confusion it may cause and 
the weakening of the pupil’s sense of obligation. Prompt and 
constant attendance upon cach day's appointments, and each - 
exercise of the day, is a duty to which the pupil should be 
held strictly accountable. 

All appeals from = parents, asking that exceptions in the 
order or the character of the school exercises, should he 
made in the cases of their children should be strennously 
resisted. ‘The value of the school to nuny faanilies who at-_ 
fect. to find reasons for some variation of the s hoolorder, in 
some peculiarity of the chitPs state of acquisition, of his 
disposition, tmptoyment and destined course of life, will be 
found to consist largely in the very firmness with which their 


suggestions are declined. 


PERFECT SUBORDINATION, 


Ts an absolute requisite to success in school government ; it 
is fundamental to a good school. 

This has its conditions of easy or natural fulfillment in the 
school very much as they are found in the military rganiza- 
tions ; and it is as readily seen in the one case us in the other, 
that ‘* judicious severity is, in the end, the truest kindness.” | 

When, from the inflexible order and intelligible symmetry of 
movement observed, subordination becomes a matter of habit, 
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“comparatively few temptations arise to rebellious resistance. 
But subordination involves the existence of authority and 
the power to enforce it; and here arise the discussions and 
feriticisms which have most agitated the public mind. It is 
“not a mere rational and affectionate compliance toward a 
“superior; like the defference yielded and gracefully accepted 
ASS friends. It is simply submission to authority, an 


cad 
J 


acknowledgment of the right to command and the oblign- 


bi tion to obey. 


» Whatever considerations ave proper to be urged as to the 
“motives in play, in the acts of commanding and obeying, the 
x ultimate statements will be that the tencher must enforce 
“his commands, and the scholar must submit to the acknowl- 
( edged authority, or there is no subordination, no real gov- 
“ernment, in the school. 


THE TERM DISCIPLINE 


TU 
™ 


Is sufficiently flexible to suggest various means of securing 


=) 


¥ a . . * . . * 
-S8ubordination. [ndirection, finesse, reasoning, pleading, 


_ cajoling even and the employment of rewards, or tokens of 
, Special favor, may be employed, but these or similiar by- 
Ways can conduct to no substitute for the simple formula,— 


: 


_ the teacher may commuaiid and the scholar must obey or its 


* Corollary, that the teacher has the right to enforce obedience. 
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: Sounds harshly, yet uo human government ever did or ever 


pcan exist without it. If the necessary control is practicable 
_ Without the use of the rod, or the infliction of bodily pain, 
- the better will be the government, doubtless; while on the 
e other hand the worse will that government be which, by 
; Sparing the rod, compromises with rebellious resistance. 
Children instinctively assent to the propriety of em- 


ploying foree to overcome all such resistance. That 
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punishment, not the mockery of it, real and afflictive 
punishment, is just and proper, as the consequence of 
disobedience, every child apprehends ; and at no point is the 
success of schools so much impaired by the interference of 
parents, or the criticisms of those whose notions of justice 
are as loose as their estimates of government are vapid and 
fanciful, as at this. 

The notion that submission is degradation, so commonly 
entertained, i8 not only pernicious to good order, but con- 
trary to our unperverted moral instinets. A right mind is 
wakeful to the majesty of law, its inviolability, and appre- 
hends that, as its ends are beneficent, so is submission honor- 
able and full of personal dignity. 


CORPORAL PUNISHMENT. 


The arguments for the abolition of corporal punishment 
as presented to our Legislature in 1568, are comprehensively 
as follows. They are here given in their order as presented 
in the minority report. 

Because ** vood teachers do not resort to it, the poor 
teachers who do usually persuade the Committees thatvit is 
necessary as a last resort.” —DBecause, ** the teacher acting in 
loco parentis; hws no vight- to use a form of diseipline in 
school which the parent does not use at home.” Beeause — 
‘© of the great contraricty of opinion :monye teachers as to the 
class of thildren requiring the most severe discipline.” Be-_ 
cause “some teachers whip in anger, and under great. 


excitement.” Because, ** teachers are liable to misjudge 
and whip a child who may have committed an error without — 
any wrong intent.” Beeause, ‘of the great difference of 
opinion of teachers and of district committees, as to the 
proper age to whip.” Because, ** children are often whipped 
for not getting lessons, which they have not the mental 
capacity to learn.” Because, ‘* teachers often inflict it upon 
the representations of others instead of their own knowledge.” 


oH 


>Because, ‘it is often practiced as an example,” * teachers 
‘often punish hastily,” ‘children are often flogged for truancy 
“and made to hate school without being reformed.” Beeause, 
L*sthe least guilty are often punished while the deceitful and 
steal offender escapes.” Beenuse, ‘it oftentimes awakens 
“revengeful feclings.”  Beeause, ‘it hardens the heart of 
-some and creates unmanly fear in others.” Because, * it is 
demoralizing alike to the teacher and scholar.” Because, 

“wherever it has been abolished by luv, the effect has been 
! salutary,” as instanced in’ * Prussia, Holland, Austria, 
France, Syracuse, N. Y.oand New Jersey.” Because, ** teach- 


a ae 


“ers are coustantly talking about their experience, when it 1s 
Well known they do not, iu a majority of cases, invent plans 
to avoid the use of the rod, but resort to it as the quickest 
form of government.” Because, “it frequently produces 
physical injury to the child, which may be felt in after life, 
ound of which the teacher can not be a proper judge.” 
The foregoing ‘formal arguments,” applying, as many of 
them do, toany form of punishment severely disagreeable 
to the offeridors, are supplemented in this Minority Report 
with the more maturely considered opinions of prominent 
educators ; in which it is maintained that the injudicious use 
Of the rod so far impevils the effective government of a 
school, that its disuse is advisable ;—that the tendency of 
.the practice of corporal punishment is to depress the true 
Yalue of moral influences and divert teachers from a due re- 
gard to such corrective methods as deal with tlic moral sense 
_ und natural sensibilities of children ;—that like the whip- 
Ping of adults in the navy and penitentiaries, it sustains 
brutal associations which simply degrade without reforming 
_ the culprits ;—that the mean and the cowardly, thus habitual- 
; ly corrected, become, when the terror of the rod is removed, 
. the liars, the cheats, the swindlers, and the pests of socicty ; 
that it is a mode of punishment which it is almost impos- 
- Sible to execute without passion ;—that it gives to an incom- 


spetent teacher too much power, while the teacher who is, 


—-"-- 


_—--. 
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morally and intellectually, greatly bis superior, unjustly suf- 
fers in the comparison, simply through his failure to inspire 
equal terror in the school room ;—that physical chastisement 
tends to secure the appearance mercly, and seldom the reality 
of submission ;—that expulsion from the school is better 
fitted to impress the children with the serious nature of the 
offence, and is less likely to enlist unhealthy sympathy ;— 
that other modes of punishment are generally admitted to 
result in better discipline and more efficient scholarship :— 
that the experience of many of the most successful educators 
testifies strongly to the ‘ better ways” of administering 
xchool penalties ;—that to be governed by means more ra- 
tional than the fear of the rod is in better harnnony with the 
ideas into which the citizens of a country like ours must 
grow, to become useful members of society. 

Horace Mann’s testimony to the efficiency of school gov- 
ernment in Prussia, where the loyalty of the children wa 
such that the rod was not required, although the general 
structure of society was modeled to a despotic state, i. 
prominently put forward in advocacy of the prohibition of 
corporal punishment. 

In this condensed view of the arguments against the per- 
mission of corporal punishment;as presented to our Legis- 
lature, we-findmrexplanation of the report which is quoted 


upon page eighteen. 


PUNISHMENT NECESSARY. 


No one will insist that corporal punishment shall be em- 
ployed, when other modes of restraining or correcting 
insubordination can be successfully substituted; or doubt 
that the abuse of the rod is worse than its omission even where 
severe punishment is obviously required. Nor will any one 
willingly draw, upon himself the suspicion of depreciating 
such moral appliances as appeal to the higher sentiments of 
the child. But until human nature shall be divested of its 


Sl 


lower passions, aud until an ample supply can be found of 
those exceptional teachers whose force of character, imposing 
voices and presence, thorough animation and magnetic 
influence inspire love, fear, reverence, and every needed 
emotion In the scholar to secure his instant and constant 
subordination, the fear of punishment must be employed 
in the government of a school. 

Tf without resort to any more oppressive meaus than good 
advice, cheertul encouragement and gentle tones of voice, 
all the varied types of youthful humanity eould be trans- 
formed into mild, peaceable, order-loving and generous 
pupils, the forms of punishment or punishment itself would 
need no consideration, 

Punishments, however, are unquestionably necessary. 
Moral suasion only has never yet succeeded. Very few are 
the schools, tewer still the teachers that can dispense with 
the employment of force to secure the obedience requisite 
to good school order. And there are no exactions of teach- 
ers more unjust and inconsiderate than that they shall govern 
without punishment, 


CO-OPERATION OF PARENTS. 


Some of the practical modes by which parents can promote 
the good order of the schools may be briefly mentioned. 

First by making the personal acquaintance of the teacher, 
at the earliest practicable day after his or her engagement ; 
hot simply as a visitor to the school room, to sit as a specta- 
tor to the successes or failures of the stranger’s first efforts 
at government, but as a neighbor and friend, with whom the 
perent’s relations are more intimate and important than with 
any other neighbors. 

Social relations between the parent and the teacher should 
be as free as possible. No better evidence of good jude- 
ment and sound culture can be given, in any society, 
than is to be found in the social consideration accorded to 
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those who take charge of the education of the children. 
While the teacher may be, by his own personal culture, in 
a good degree fortified against an undignified sensitiveness 
to social neglect, yet he is, to too great an extent, deprived 
of that knowledge of the child’s circumstances at hoine, of 
the practical views of the parents, and that genuine sym- 
pathy resulting only from acquaintance, which he needs for 
the most intelligent discharge of his duties to the child. 

When parents arc in doubt of the wisdom or the justice of 
the teacher's acts in school, the most suitable and consider- 
ate course is to seek an interview with him for the purpose 
of understanding the reasons involved, and of comparing 
views in a friendly conversation. 

Many complaints are made first to the Committee (if not 
to the public generally,) which involve much complicated 
investigation, When ten minutes’ conversation between the 
avrieved and the teacher would afford both parties pertect 
relief. 

Considerate parents will always act upon the manims that - 
there must be two sides in every controversy, in the school 
room as elsewhere ; that the authority necessary to order 
therein aust be sustained, and that) co-operation in- the 
proper government of the child is essential to its cffective- 
ness, | 

Parents can greatly aid in securing promptness and con- 
stancy of attendance,—itself a prime requisite of good order : 
and in the inculeation of a proper respect for the teacher as 
well as for the requirements of school work. : 

The cleanliness, cheerfulness, vivacity and honest purpose 
with whicha child enters upon his daily duties in the school 
room must be chiefly the effect of home influence. 

Frequent visits to the school room will both enlighten 
parents upon its true work and its exigencies, and contrib- 
ute very influentielly to dignify and strengthen the details of 
schoo] order as they pass under such interested review. 
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TRUANT LAW. 


« 


ON TP HF 


The town at its meeting Nov. 5, 1872, accepted and adopt- 
ed the following rule in conformity with the statutes of the 
- State: © 


«¢ Any minor between the ages of seven and sixtcen years 

‘ convicted of being an *¢ habitual truant,” or of ‘* wandering 
about the streets or public places” of this town, having no 
—Jawful occupation or business, ‘‘not attending school, and 
growing up in ignorance,” shall be punished by a fine not 
exceeding twenty dollars, or instead thereof, at the discre- 
tion of the court or justice having jurisdiction of the case, 
be committed for aterm not exceeding two years, to the 
“House for the Reception, Instruction, Employment and 
Reformation of Juvenile Offenders,” in the city of Lowell, 
in the county of Middlesex, which is hereby assigned und 
provided as the institution of instruction, house of reforma- 
tion or suitable situation required by the statutes of this 


Commonwealth. concerning truant children and = absentees 
from school.” 


~~ ne 


In accordance’ with the foregoing provisions, two boys 
from the Adams school-house have been sent to the Lowell 
Reform School, and are now detained there with a view to 
their reformation. 

A portion of the Committee have visited this institution, 
and report that the school is under very strict yet kind gov- 
ernment, and that the boys are well cared for in respect to 
their health, comfort and morals. 

Charlestown, Lexington, Chelsea and other towns avail 
themselves of this opportunity to dispose of their vicious 
or refactory truants, and are at present represented upon the 
catalogue of boys there collected. 

Boys so insubordinate in our schools as to be repeatedly 
expelled, are to be considered us truants, and are liable to be 
sent to this reform school. 


Respectfully submitted. 


GEORGE COOKE, 
ALONZO CHAPIN, > Committee. 
J. C. JOHNSON, 
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REPORT OF THE SELECTMEN., 


The Board of Selectmen respectfully present the following 
report for the financial year ending February 28, 1874 :— 


The reports of the several Boards and of Officers will be 
found in connection herewith under their appropriate heads, 
‘viz. : Engineers of the Fire Department, Police, Town Clerk 
Treasurer, Collector, Cemetery Committee, Street Improve- 
ment Committee, Water Commissioners, School Committee, 
Trustees Town Library, and will only be alluded to hy us 
where it may be desired to give a clear understanding of our 
financial report, or other sufficient cause. 


APPROPRIATIONS. 

Schools and School incidentals, $11,000 00 
Repairs on School-houses, | 1,000 00 
Poor, Incidentals, Interest and State Aid, 8,000 00 
Highways and Bridges, 6,500 00 
Widening Streets, 4,000 00 
Cemetery, 600 00 
Library, 600 00 
Also amount received from county for Dog acc’t, 261 12 

Fire Department, 4,000 00 } 
Town Debt, 10,000 00 t 
Memorial Day, 150; 00,- 8 


$46,111 12 


4 
Authorized to hire, — 
To pay Town Debt, 7 $2,000 00— 
In anticipation of Taxes, 20,000 00 


For the construction of new and widening and 
straightening streets, 80,000 00 
Also, Water Commissioners. authorized to hire 100,000 00 


There has been received from the State, — 


Corporation Tax, $1,802 63 


Bank 6 815 93. 


$2,618 56 


SCHOOL-HOUSE REPAIRS AND CARE OF 
GROUNDS. 

It will be observed that the expenditures have been $793.76 
in excess of the appropriation. This has been in consequence, 
in part, by putting a balustrade on the High School-house, 
and other unusual outlays by the School Committee. Some 
two years ago « former Board began the work of re-grading 
the High-School grounds. During the past season that work 
has been nearly completed in connection with the building of 
Walnut-street extension, at a comparatively small outlay, by 
the town. In this connection it is proper to observe, that 
there has been a difference of opinion between this Board and 
the School Committee, as under which Board the grading of 
grounds, streets and walks should be conducted. We have 
assumed that, as Highway Surveyors, and in view of the facet 
that the town teams and help were under our control, not 
only could the work be more economically performed by 


them, but that it was their duty to cause it to be done. We 


trust the town will pass upon this matter, so as to clearly 
indicate under whose direction it is their pleasure that this 
work shall be done ; also, the repairs of school-houses, fences, 
) 
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March 24, 1873. The Board voted that the Chairman at- 
tend to all minor matters, such as in his judgment does not 
require the special attention of the full Board. 

April 7. Voted to divide the town into three sections, 
and that each section be under the special care of one of the 
Highway Surveyors, as follows, viz. : — 

1st Section, to comprise Church from Bacon street and all 
west, Wildwood from Cemetery road and all west, and Pond 
street and all west, to be under the care of Mr. Locke. 

2d Section. Main street from Lake and all north, Wash- 
ington from Pleasant and Mt. Vernon and all north, to be 
under the care of Mr. Wilson. 

dd Section. All the rest ‘of the town not included in the 
Ist and 2d, to be under the care of Mr. Stanton. 


HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES. 


The total expenditures for this department, including land 
damages, has been $17,725.92. 

Of this amount, there has been expended on Walnut-street 
extension, including land damages, the sum of $10,427.85. 
There is also yet due and not paid, the award of $800, to Mr. 
~H. Parker, which, added to the above, will make the whole 
cost of this street, completed, $11,227.85. 


Also, for the construction of the new street at the easterly 
side of the Common, $207.25. This is not finished. 

During the past year we have finished Mt. Vernon street ; . 
also, Eaton street and Winthrop, all of which are made in a 


thorough manner, and we shall be much pleased when all the 


street, also, is nearly completed. We have also gravelled 
the most of Pond, Main, and a part of High, Fruit, Ridge 
and Washington streets. On the whole, we are much better 
satisfied with the progress made the past season than we were 


streets in the town present the same appearance. Pleasant 
f 
» 
} 


with the previous year. Still there remains much to be done ; 
but with the amount expended, leaving out Walnut street, we 


De nd, 


feel that the problem of better streets is being solved. We 
have also re-graded the street south of the High School-heuse 
from School to Chuvch street. 


CULVERTS. 
We have caused to be constructed a culvert of brick and 
cement of 414 feet 16 inches in the clear, to carry off the 
water at Winthrop and Washington streets; also 80 feet 16 


inches in the clear in connection with Walnut street extension. — 


In this connection we wish to refer to the improvement by 


the Town of Medford of Main street, from Winchester line 


to High street in Medford ; the distance is a little less than a 
mile. During the past season Medford has expended about 
$50,000 on it, and we think it one of the best constructed 
streets in this vicinity. They have also regraded Malden 
street, from Medford square to Malden line, three-fourths of 
a mile, at an expense of $25,000, both macadamized through- 
out. We like to see such improvements, but this town is 
yet young, and we must be content to move with caution for 
many years to come. 

The general management of repairs of highways the past 
year, as heretofore, has been under the direction of F. H. 
Johnson, who was appointed by the Selectmen, Superinten- 
dent of Streets, at a salary of $1,000 per annum. In this 
eapacity Mr. Johnson has employed and settled with the men, 
and made incidental purchases, a detailed account of which 
will be found under the appropriate head. 

The County Commissioners have ordered the town to build 
Highland avenue, from Mt. Vernon to Forest street, sixty 
feet wide, to be finished before January 1, 1876. 

Also to widen and straighten Church street, from near the 
old canal to Cambridge street, fifty (50) feet wide, to be 
done before January 1, 1875. | 

Also to widen and straighten Cambridge street throusinaeele 


its entire length, fifty (50) feet wide, to be done before Jan. 


1, 1875. 


And also to widen and straighten Forest street throughout 
its whole length, fifty (50) feet wide, to be completed be- 
fore January 1, 1875. 


PETITIONS FOR NEW STREETS. 

Received petition of Lemuel Holton and twenty-two others 
to lay out a town way from Cross to Swanton street; was 
after a view and hearing laid out fifty feet wide, and will be 
reported tor your acceptance. 

Also of Luther Richardson and fourteen others, to lay cut a 
town way from Cross to East street, in Woburn; after a view 
and hearing on this petition, voted to dismiss, your Board not 
being satisfied that the public good and convenience as yet 
required this street to be constructed by the town. 

Also of Albert Ayer, and five others, to lay out Brooks 
street, leading from Grove street, as a town way; the same 
having been well graded by the petitioners, was laid out and 
hus been accepted by the town. 

Also of W. D. Byron and nine others, to lay out Johnson’s 
lane as a town way; after a view and hearing, voted to lay 
out the same, with conditions, to be submitted to the town for 
its action, forty feet wide. 

Also of D. N. Skillings and eight others, to lay out Cen- 
tral street, from Church to Bacon street, as a town way; 
after view and hearing, the same being mostly graded, voted 
to lay out the sume and present it to the town for its accept- 
ance. 

The Street Improvement Committee, having been elected 
for the term of three years, organized, S. 5. Holton, Chair- 
man, and H. K. Stanton, Secretary, and adopted the same 
regulations as last year, yiz. : — 

1. That all streets hereafter laid out shall be not less than 
fifty feet wide for main lines, or forty feet for private streets, 
or those likely to be but little used. . 

2. That all sidewalks be graded in all practical cases, not 
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more than ten inches high from the bottom of gutter, and to 
the width of one-sixth of the whole street on either side. 

3. That all streets be graded, as near as may be, on a true 
incline plane, from the centre of the street to the bottom of 
the gutter, instead of rounding up, as has been the general 
practice. 

4. That the grade of all streets, when once established, be 
kept the same, as near as possible, except where it may be 
desirable to cut down hills or fill valleys to secure a better 
grade. 

5. That the openings to all culverts be constructed under 
the sidewalks, and so made as to be perfectly safe, and so 
that persons or horses cannot step into them. 

6. That all loose or rolling stones be removed from all the 
streets as often as once a month, when the ground is bare. 

7. That the gutters be kept clear, and the ruts well filled 
in, rather than to cart large quantities at a time on to the : 
road-bed. 

8. That the bounds of all the streets be so defined by plac- 
ing stone monuments at every angle, that the same may at all 
times be readily and accurately ascertained. 

9. That all persons be requested to abstain from placing 
ashes or other rubbish in the streets or gutters. 

10. That the opening to all streets be made with an easy 
curve, or rounded corner, on either side. 

11. That, in all cases where it is required to vary from 
straight lines, it be by easy curves, and never by angles. 

12. That all fences or other encroachments within the 
limits of the street be at once removed. 

13. That suggestions by the citizens for the improvement 
of the streets are earnestly desired by this Committee, and - 
will receive their careful attention. 
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MUSIC STAND. 


On petition of Salem Wilder and seven others, and after 
consulting with many of the citizens, and with the design of 
encouraging the musical education of our young men, and as 
in incentive to our people to seek pleasant and wholesome 
amusements at home, we have caused a stand to be built 
upon the Common, at an expense of $182.11. | 


SUITS AGAINST THE TOWN. 


In the case of S. Augusta Boynton, mentioned in our re- 
port last year, the suit has been withdrawn by the parties, 
on account of anamicable adjustment of the controversy ; 
this Board, in connection with the County Commissioners, hav- 
ing agreed to construct a proper culvert to carry off the water 
on the limits of the street, instead of as now running through 
Mr. Boynton’s land, on the easterly side of Cambridge street. 
This can be easily done in connection with the grading of 
Cambridge and Church streets, as ordered by the Commis- 
sioners. 

In the case of Joseph Shattuck, for damage claimed on 
account of widening Mount Vernon street, which was re- 
ferred to referees, viz., L. R. Symmes, James Houston, and 
William Adams, the verdict was, that Mr. Shattuck was 
not entitled to damage, and the verdict was recorded. 

In the case of O. W. Gardiner, and L. Gardiner, we have 
nothing definite to report at this time. 


GUIDE-BOARDS. 


There have been new boards put up the past year on sev- 
eral of the streets where the names had not been previously 
put up; and also some of the old ones have been repainted, 
where they had become defaced by time, and they are now 
believed to be in good condition. 


2w 


_s aaa 


10 


TOWN MAPS. 


The stone prepared under the direction of Mr. J. R. Car- 
ter, from an accurate and careful survey by him, has been 
secured for the use of the town, for its officers, ete. 


PAUPERS. 


It will be noticed, by reference to the financial statement, 
that this list has increased the past year; we herewith pre- 
sent a full list of all persons aided by us except tramps. 
Mrs. Sophia Lindsay is aided by board at $4 per week: John 
A. Cram, $7; Amos Bulfinch, $2; Mrs. Duncan McDougal, at 
Asylum, Taunton, $3.50; Wm. Salisbury, $3, and wife Sarah, 
$3; Wm. and Albert Hatch, $2.50 each; Winslow Pierce, 
$3. These are fully supported by the town, with slight vari- 
ations from the above price, on account of clothing, fuel, ete. 

All of the others are temporarily aided with small amounts, 
principally of wood and coal. The three children of Dun- 

can McDougal have been taken by the brother-in-law of Mrs. 
. McDougal, Clark M. Phinney, of Plympton, and are now of 
no expense to the town. There have been but few applica- 
tions for aid yet, this winter. We wish here to make fayor- 
able mention of the Ladies’ Winchester Union, who have, in 
a quiet way, and with a benevolent purpose, found out the 
needy ones, and rendered timely aid, and thus have pre- 
vented much suffering. God will bless the charitable ones. 


LIST OF PAUPERS. 


Wife of Duncan McDougal, full support in Asylum for 
the Insane, Taunton. Also, three children, at present with 
Clark M. Phinney, Plympton. 

John A. Cram, boards with Mrs. Jos. Foss, Saco ; full sup- 
port, $1 per day, and clothes. 

Sophia Lindsay, boards with Mrs. M. Conus Walker ; full 
support. 

James Coholan, lives at Baconville. 


il 


Mrs. Patrick Noonan and five children, partial aid ; live at 
Baconville. 

William, age 10, Albert, age 7, children of Ira G. Hatch ; 
partial support, board with Mrs. Jos. Hunnewell. 

Winslow Pierce, partial support; boards with Mrs. Suel 
Pierce. | | 

Michael Kelley, partial support; lives at Baconville. 

Wm. Salisbury, age 75, and wife Sarah, age 62, full sup- 
port; board with Samuel French, 2d, Kast Weymouth, $6 
per week. 

John Callahan, sentenced for truancy to Reform School, 
Lowell, discharged. 

Amos Bulfinch, Cambridge Alms-house; about $2 per 
week. 

STATE PAUPERS. 
- Mrs. John Meaghar, state pauper; temporary aid in the 
spring (sick). 

Family of John A. Goodwin, wife sick (now dead), aid 
suspended. 

Robert Young, sentenced to Lowell Reform School, tru- 
ancy ; discharged. ‘ 

Mrs. Thos. O’Brine and three children, temporary aid. 

C. H. Kean (small-pox), left town. 

Richard Spring, wife and seven children, temporary aid. 


CHARGED TO OTHER TOWNS. 


John A. Messer and family, to Reading. 
_ James Murphy, to City of Cambridge. 
Henry W. Malinda, age 32, to Woburn. 


FIRE DEPARTMENT. 


While the Engineers will give you a detailed statement in 
relation to this departinent, we deem it proper to make the 
following observations. At the time the present Board were 
called upon to appoint Engineers for the year now closing, 
we were painfully impressed that the department needed a 
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radical improvement; and with an earnest desire to effect 
that object, after careful inquiry, we appointed Messrs. Chas. 
T. Symnies, C. O., Billings, and C. H. Moseley, under whose 
careful and judicious management we congratulate the town 
in believing that the department has grown into a healthy 
and efficient condition. 

July 10th, the following vote was passed by the town: — 
“That the Selectmen and Engineers be and are hereby in- 
structed to supply on the present Steam Fire Engine lot such 
additional accommodations as will house the town horses and 
all the fire apparatus ina style in keeping with the present 
building, and that the horses be there stabled.” 

In carrying this vote into effect, there has been erected a 
substantial house for the fire apparatus, believed to be suffi- 
cient for that purpose, in the centre of the town; and we have 
also fitted the other building on the lot for the acecommoda- 
tion of the horses, etc., belonging to the town, thus bringing 
the horses and fire engines near together for a large part of 
the time, particularly in the night. By the request of 
the engineers, and in conformity to what we believed to be 
the desire of the town, we directed the Superintendent of 
Highways to, at all times, with all possible haste, respond to 
the requirements of the Fire Department; at the same time, 
it was not to be expected that the horses could be near the 
engine house, but must be kept at work during the day 
whenever their,services were required on the highways; and 
we think the same course should be followed in the future. 

It is well here to say that it is very difficult to say to you 
how much of the expense of teams is properly chargeable to 
the Fire Department; consequently, we have placed the 
whole, in our financial report, to the Account of Highways. 


ee 
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NOTES, 


We have approved the following notes during the financial 
year : — 

1. March 31 — $4,000 to American Education Society, five 
years; rate 7 per cent. per annum, payable semi-annually. 

2. April 4— $6,000 Salem Savings Bank, five years; rate 
same as above. | 


3. June 2— $1,000 Ednah J. Quimby, on demand : rate’ 


same. Paid. 

4, June 10 — $4,500 for discount, four months. Paid. 

5. June 15 — $4,500 for discount, four months. Paid. 

6. July 21 — $5,000 for discount, three months. Paid. 

7. Sept. 26 — $10,000 State Massachusetts, ten years ; rate 
as above. 

Oct. 20 — $4,000 Stephen Cutter, three years; rate same. 


TIABILITIES OF THE TOWN OF WINCHESTER. 


NAME. Date. Time. When Due. | Am/’nt. 

Note to O. R. Clark, Treasurer... .j| April 1, 1867. | 3 years. Demand. $1,200 
“© Asa Fletcher, Guardian ...{| June 27, 1868. dip @ one fs 250 
POPSMATy GEOWIN sw we ee eo op uly 6, *€ “es by 1,650 
‘© §tate of Massachusetts. ...j| Nov. 7, ‘§ 10 years. | Nov. 7, 1878. 5,000 
“> Stephen Cutter. ... 2s. Jan. 10, 1870, ir ts Jan. 10, 1875. 6,000 
«© American Education Society. | Aug. 1, 1872.| 7 “* Aug. 1, 1879. 5,000 
“ “ “ “ <} Sept: 19). « 5 “ | Sept. 19, 1877. 5,000 
Ma) ” 4: FE >| April -1,-1878. Sr ut April 1, 1878. 4,000 
© State of Massachuseets. ...! Dec. 2, 1872.| 5 ‘ Dec. 2, 1877. 10,000 
£6 ed 4 Wear sie | Ost rales 81a, f 10. 8 Oct’r 1, 1883. 10,000 
s* Salem Savings Bank. ....{ April 7, ‘* Br iniss April 7, 1878. 6,000 


Meentoonen Cutter... .«. . 4;-| Oct’r 1, ‘ Supe Oct’r 1, 1876. 4,000 


$58.100 - 
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The town has borrowed’ on ac- 

count of new streets, etc., dur- 

ing the year, ; $20,000 00 
On account of new engine house, 4,000 00 


$24,000 00 
And paid on debt, 12,850 00 


Increase of debt, $11,150 00 


Notes oF Town oF WINCHESTER, ISSUED BY THE WATER 


CoMMISSIONERS. 
One note to State of Mass., Oct. 20, 1873, 15 
years, due Oct. 20, 1888, $20,000 00 
One note to State of Mass., Dec. 20, 1873, 13 
years, due Dec. 20, 1886, 20,000 00 


$40,000 00 


APPROPRIATIONS. 


We recommend the following appropriations for the ensu- 
ing year, exclusive of the water debt : — 


Schools and School Incidentals, $12,000 00 
Repairs on School-houses and Grounds, 1,000 00 
Poor Incidentals and State Aid, 5,000 00 
Highways and Bridges, 8,000 00 
Construction of new and straightening and widen- 

ing streets, 15,000 00 
Cemetery, 500 00 
Fire Department, 2,300 00 
Library, and the money received from Chae 

known as Dog Money, 300 00 
Interest, 8,500 00 


Fish Committee, 30 00 
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FINANCIAL. 


It will be noticed that the town debt has been increased 
the past year $11,150. This is accounted for principally by 
land damage, and the construction of Walnut-street extension 
($10,427.85), and the erection of a new engine house. 

The present indebtedness of the town is $58,100, exclusive 
of water debt. Of this amount, there will fall due the coming 
year $9,100. 


TOWN OFFICERS. 


Selectmen, Overseers of the Poor, Board of Health, and 
flighway Surveyors. — H. K. Stanton, D. W. Locke, John 
T. Wilson. 

Assessors. — Albert ro William Adams, Asa Fletcher. 

Treasurer. — John T. Manny. 

Town Clerk. — Warren F. Foster. 

School Committee.— A. Chapin, George Cooke, Rey. 
L. G. Barrett. 

Water Commissioners. — Moses A. Herrick, J. F. Dwinell, 
D. N. Skillings. 

Auditors. — Edwin’ A. Wadleigh, Salem Wilder, Charles 
H. Dunham. 

Constable. —F. H. Johnson. 

Street Improvement Committee. — S. S. Holton, L. R. 
Symmes, H. K. Stanton, S. W. Twombly, J. R. Cobb. 

Cemetery Committee. —S. T. Sanborn, H. K. Stanton, L. 
R. Symmes, Stephen Thompson, Mial Cushman. 

Trustees Town Library. — A. Chapin, F. Winsor, D. D. 
Patten. 

Fish Committee. —F. Winsor, C. O. Billings, M. Oliver. 

Police Officers. — F. H. Johnson, Asa Locke, A. D. Hunt, 
C. E. Follansbee, P. W. Swan, James Giles, A. C. Taylor, 
Eli Cooper, Patrick Holland. 

Surveyors of Lumber. — F. 8. Richardson, aie. Shat- 
tuck. 
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Measurers of Wood and Bark. — George P. Brown, C. T. 
Symmes, ©. H. Moseley, Frank H. Gould, Joseph H. Buck. 

Measurers of Leather. — Warren Johnson, W. D. Byron, 
C. H. Moseley, Cornelius Batchelder. 

Sealer of Weights and Measures, — Warren F. Foster. 

Undertaker. — Joseph D. Sharon, 

Public Weighers. —¥. 8. Richardson, F. H. Gould, J. H. 
Buck, J. C. Stanton, Jr. 

Fence Viewers. —Johu D. Carleton, Eli Cooper. 

Field Drivers. —Lemuel Holton, S. S. Porter, H. W. 
Hight, Johu S. Richardson, John Swan, Jr., J. Winslow 
Richardson. 

Engineers. — Charles T. Symmes, C. O. Billings, C. H. 
Moseley. 


SCHOOLS. 
TEACHERS’ WAGES. 
D. D. Patten, $780 00 
J. F. Baxter, 1,550 00 
A. H. Ward, 300 00 | 
IK. E. Marston, 530 00 
C. A. Weeks, 433 75 
A. F. Johnson, 399 96° 
A.M. Johnson, 104 43 
S. M. Graham, 140 00 
M. A. Wadleigh, 270 00 
G. Palmer, 389 97. 
A. M. Whitney, 384 42 
C. B. Symmes, 346 00 
A. Westcott, 380 42 
L. S. Westcott, 380 42 
S. R. Wells, ; 263 00 
E. C. Richardson, 265 00 
W. 4H. Merritt, 1,080 00 


Eliza B. Berry, 450 00 ¢ 
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Jennie Starkey, 
Frances H. Manny, 
J. C. Johnson (music), 
N.S. Adams, 

Isabella B. Tenny, 


CARE OF SCHOOL-HOUSES. 


D. D. Patten, 

W. H. Merritt, 
Charles K. Symmes, 
J. Frank Baxter, 
Abbie F. Johnson, 
S. M. Graham, 

M. A. Wadleigh, 
A. M. Whitney, 

C. B. Symmes, 
Georgie Palmer, | . 
Agnes Westcott, 
Laura 8. Westcott, 
E. C. Richardson, 
Sarah R. Wells, 
Jennie Starkey, 


SCHOOL INCIDENTALS. 


John L. Parker, printing reports and cards, 
A. E. Rowe, repairs, bell, 

Geo. W. Lee, sundries, 

Cutting & Hill, bark, 

J. B. MeDonald, wood and coal, 

A. Chapin, paid bills, 

E. Sanderson & Son, sundries, 

J.C. Stanton, Jr., 6 


3wWw 
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$220 00 
181 00 
170 00 

44 00 
55 00. 


$9,117 37 


$38 00 
63 00 

4 00 
103 00 
17 10 

8 40 
13 50 
17 10 
17 10 
17 10 
14 60 
14 60 
19 10 
17 10 
10 50 


$374 20 


$105 20 
2 50 
6 56 
20 00 
50 50 
176 14 
19 96 
14 64 
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J. F. Baxter, paid expenses exhibition, $22 75 
Brookings & Son, painting, etce., 5 45 
D. D. Patten, paid sundries, 22 98 
C. A. Clough, filling diplomas, 3 00 
Alfred Oliver, clearing out ashes, 6 00 
Morse & Huse, coal, wood, etc., 515 00 
J. W. Adams & Co., sundries, 122 56 
James Campbell, encyclopedia and books (High), 66 50 
J. L. Ross, settees, table and chair, 66 68 75 
P. Lawrence, putting in wood, 10 04 
Lee & Shepard, manuals, . 12 00 
Schoenhof & Moeller, sundries, 3 05 
J. P. Chisholm, ecards, 5 00 
T. A. Thompson, wood, 25 00 
W.L. Thompson and A. Wells, putting in wood, 8 00 
L. G. Cilley, sundries, 11 88 
Royal Insurance Co. (Grammar), 100 00 
B. F. Holbrook, sundries, 2 42 
W. G. Shattuck, desks, 148 32 
W.C. Haskell & Son, blackboard liquid, 5 50 
Geo. P. Brown, sundries, 114 72 
Geo. Cooke, expenses, 15 30 
R. W. Hanson, express, 3 10 


' $1,692 82 


REPAIRS ON SCHOOL-HOUSES AND GROUNDS. 
Emmons Hatch, book-cases and platform, High, $168 00 


F. H. Johnson, paid grading, co 590 75 
ha 6 Grammar, 24 50 

A. Chapin, manure, High, 12 00 
s paid labor, he 6 75. 

H. Dunbar, labor and stock, 98 22. 


66 66 66 Adams, thodz 


P. MeNulla, smith work, 8 


) 574 


96 


50 
25 
50 
64 
50 


29 


29 
63 
96 
00 
00 
00 
88 
20 
04 
73 
50 
85 
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R. C. Hawes, painting, etc., Hill, $103 
$6 repairing, glass, etc., 12 
J. L. McLear, repairs, Adams, 10 
Walter Bates, concrete, High, 75 
Asa Fletcher, repairs, 175 
M. Fitzgerald, setting trees, High, 4 
J. W. Manning, trees, - 38 
Joseph Shattuck, balustrade, ‘: 375 
H. S$. Brookings, paiuting, etc., ti 
W. G. Chaffee, repairs, 15 
E. Sanderson & Son, glass, etc., 9 
A. P. Palmer, repairs, 15 
A. E. Rowe, keys, | 1 
Wm. O. Haskell, blackboard liquid, 8 
$1,793 
HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES. 

J. R. Carter, surveys, and plans, $57 
A. & J. Locke, breaking roads (snow), F 26 
N. Fitzgerald, labor, 21 
L. G. Cilley, grain, etc., 118 
T. A. Thompson, breaking roads (snow), 30 
Eli Cooper, hay, 29 
F. H. Johnson, paid labor, ete., 3,064 
‘ salary 11 months, i Oke 

D. W. Locke, hay, 57 
H. K. Stanton, land damage Common street, 50 
as cash paid expense to Cambridge, etc., 2 

Asa Fletcher, land damage Pleasant street, 55 
J. F. Stone, <« 6 Park 6 109 
W. W. Lowe, painting fence, Pleasant street, 35 
F. K. Grose, smith work, 41 
A. J. Parker & Co., sundries, . 43 
Thos. Quigley, labor with teams, 109 
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E. Sanderson & Son, grain, .ete., 
Cutting & Hill, sundries, '::mber etce., 
Emerson & Porter, ‘horse, 

J. C. Stanton, Jr., grain, ete., 
Stephen Nichols, mason work, 


4: + culverts, Winthrop and Washing- 


ton street, 
Theodore Symmes, gravel, 
H. E. G. Andrews, hay and posts, 
C. T. Symmes, gravel, 
Wm. Adams, breaking roads (snow), 
k. F. Ellis, smith work, 
J. W. Manning, trees Common street, 
A. Y. Hanes, harness work, 
Cook, Rymes and Co., smith work, 
IF’. Winsor, stone posts, 
Horatio Symmes, gravel, 
H. Harriman, harness work, 
H. Harriman, concrete, 
J. C. Mason, rebuilding wall Winthrop street, 
R. C. Hawes, straw, 
E. A Eaton, gravel, 
A. Winn, hay, 
D. B. Winn, express and hay, 
Wm H. Langley, teaming, 
D. Barnum and Co., smith work, 
Henry Badger, blasting Pond street, 
Joel Whitney, sundries, 
S. G. Palmer, land damage, Common street, 


WALNUT STREET EXTENSION. 


Asa Whitney, land damage, 


‘6 filling raceway, 


$123 03 
216 64 
400 00 
136 28 

74 75 


524 50 
29 30 
79 20 
18 90 
16 00 
35 10 


150 00 


ae) 
175 00 


eS 


$7,090 82 


$1,500 00 
390 O00 
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James Houston, land damage, 

Philip Waldmyer, << 66 

M. Ellis and Co., constructing street and bridge, 
Geo. H. Cavanagh, piling, 

J. R. Carter, engineering, 

Journal newspaper Co., advertising proposals, 
Stephen Nichols, 80 feet 16-inch culvert, at $1.28 
F. H. Johnson, paid labor, etc., on Cutting bridge, 
E. Sanderson, nails, 

Cutting & Hill, lumber, 

J. C. Whitcher, rebuilding wing bridge, etc., 


COMMON STREET. 


F. H. Johnson, paid labor, ete., 
Cutting & Hill, lumber, 


INCIDENTAL EXPENSES. 
Knight, Adams & Co., record book, 
J. kK. Carter, } of survey gravel bank, 
“6 ‘<¢ old school-house lot, 
J. L. Parker, printing reports and bills, ete., 
7 A. & J. Locke, rent, 
Walter H. Sears, surveys for water, 
Hooper, Lewis & Co., Treasurer’s check-book, 
Arlington Gas Light Co., gas, 
Samuel Ward & Co., stationery, 
Cutting & Hill, lumber for scale, 
S. H. Brewer, expense for jurors, 
A. D. Weld, Post 148 G. A. R., decoration, 
J. C. Stanton, Jr., broom, lock-up, 
J. D. Sharon, lighting street lamps, 
Fairbanks, Brown & Co., repairing scale, 


$900 
1,400 
5,108 
590 
100 
13 


:. tie 


107 


19 
237 


00 
OO 
59 
00 
00 
12 
40 
13 
60 
Ol 
00 


$10,427 ° 85 


50 
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Edward Avery, counsel fees, hearing before com- 
mittee on towns, General Court, 
J. McConville, repairing street lamps, lock-up, 
and flag-staff, 
W.F. Foster, paid stutionery, etc., 
“+3 care room, 
E. Sanderson & Son, nails, etc., scale, 
F. H. Johnson, paid, labor, lock-up, 
7: posts, 
ss warning meetings, 
Thos. Norman, music stand, 
Bs repairs flagstaff, 
Brookings & Son, painting music-stand, 
A. E. Rowe, lock and keys, lock-up, 
W.S. Bartlett, statutes, 
Stephen Nichols, whitening lock-up. 
R. W. Hanson, express, 
F. A. Searle, printing, 
R. C. Hawes, painting guide-boards, ete., 
A. Mudge & Son, printing water reports, 
Wm. Adams, carriage hire, Assessors, 
L. R. Symmes, for referees, Jos. Shattuck’s case, 
I. H. Kindall, ringing bell 4th July, 
Bb. F. Ham, counsel fees in Gardiner and Boynton 
cases, etc., 
C. F. Ham, cash paid, 
G. W. Pollock, bedticks, lock-up, 
John Buxton, care clock and ringing bell, 
Asa Fletcher, paid on account, Water Committee, 
Geo. P. Brown, paid, stone watering-trough, 
6 sundries, 
EK. B. Stillings, stationery and printing, 
Howard Watch & Clock Co., repairs clock, 
F. H. Gould & Co., coal Selectmen’s room, 
C. H. Dupee, repairs scale, 


$200 00 


49 40 
21 32 
30 00 


280 . 


2 00 
4 00 
30 00 
157 11 
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H. W. Longfellow, engraved stone for town map, $115 00 


“ printing 100 maps, 10 00 

F. A. Patterson, damage breaking pung, Forest street, 25 00 
J. W. Adams & Co., digadriga: au 
$3,473 68 


PAUPER ACCOUNT. 


Town of Hanover, family of Duncan McDougal, $336 53 
Stephen Cutter, paid for Jas. Coholan, 16 00 
Mrs. M. Conner Walker, board Sophia Lindsay, 192 00 
A. D. Gifford, care H. C. Kean, sick, small-pox, 150 54 


Abby Kellerher, care Mrs. John Meagher, 13 75 
Mrs. Jas. Foss, board, ete., John A. Cram, 338 94 
J.C. Reon Jr., sundries, C. H. Kean, 32 
6 6 Mrs. Jobn Meagher, ay iy 

és family John F. Goodwin, 117 99 

s ss ‘¢ John A. Messer, 62 43 

‘6 6 Winslow Pierce, 33 19 

“<6 s ‘¢ Daniel Elliott, 24 49 

City of Lowell, board Robert Young, 63 15 
KS as *« John Callahan, 61 98 
J.B. McDonald, coal, Jas. Coholan, Ha. 
se J. F. Goodwin, 16 50 

i Mrs. John Meagher, 6 25 

“6 ‘¢ Patrick Nunan, 6 88 

sé John A. Messer, 6 38 

M. A. Shattuck, rent, 66 ) Jes 
L. G. Cilley, groceries, etc., Jas. Coholan, 148 17 
‘¢ _ earriage to take paupers to Tewksbury, 3 50 

A. Chapin, travelling expense, 3 65 
A. Winn, carrying Mrs. Goodwin to Hospital, 6 00 


Mrs. Jas. Hunnewell, board 2 children of I. G. 
Hatch, 154 00 


ls 
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L. E. Noyes, expenses to Plympton on account of 


McDougal children, S772 

K. Sanderson & Son, flour, Michael Kelley, 5 50 
sé ‘¢ Richard Spring, 6 50 

F. H. Gould & Co., coal and wood, Jas. Coholan, 24 00 
ie Ae James Humphrey, 4 50 

és 6 ‘¢ Mrs. P. Noonan, 26 00 

< 6s Mrs. Thos. O’Brine, 11 00 

" 66 se Richard Spring, 4 50 

6 6 Winslow Pierce, 9 00 

“ 66 Daniel Elliott, 9 00 

sé 6 ‘s Mrs. S. Lindsay, 4 75 

B. F. Holbrook, sundries Mrs. J. Meagher, 2 94 


Town of Weymouth, care Wm. Salisbury and wife, 89 78 
George P. Brown, medicine C. H. Kean, en 
< 6 D. Elliott, | 4 45 
H. Holland, rent, 9 
5 


A. D. Hunt, aid to tramps, 00 
H. Bishop, és es 60 
F. H. Johnson, ‘‘ 6s 2 59 
S. L. Fletcher, ‘* to family of Winslow Pierce, 2 50 

H. K. Stanton, cash paid expense Lowell, Hanover, 
and Weymouth, 7 89 
L. G. Cilley, flour, Michael Kelley, 1 50 
6s sundries, H. W. Malinda, 13 48 
$2,043 29 

FIRE DEPARTMENT. 

R. W. Hanson, teaming, etc., $48 80 
C. O. Billings, paid sundry bills, 275 93 
Cutting & Hill, sundries, 38 86 
Belt & Leather Stuffing Co., oil and hose-oiler, 218 38 
C. H. Dupee, labor and stock engine-house, 58 02 
ee ie new < «4,864 16 


A. W. Bullock, 6 “6 12 00 


25 

Howard, Snelling & Co., coal, $53 
J. C. Stanton, J., sundries, 74, 
J. McConville and others, pay of members, 79 
ss oiling, ete., 12 

Jas. A. Shepard, paid bills, 10 
hd steward, 12 

S. S. Sleeper, soda, 40 
C. T. Symmes, sundries, 19 
E. Sanderson & Son,  * 10 
W. Kenworthy, <‘ es 6 
Sorell Gove, engineer, ete., 224 
Jas. Ross, plumbing, & 
Jas. Gates & Sons, hose, ete., 1,672 
H. B. Payne, pay member, : 13 


R. C. Hawes, repairing glass, 
Geo. S. Chase and others, pry members, steward, etc., 23 


H. Harriman, straps, 5 
F. K. Grose, smith-work, 65 
F. C. Shepard, 25 
A. §. Symmes, repairs, chemical, 69 
B. L. & N. Railroad Co., freight, 3 
Hunneman & Co., sundries, 139 
D. W. Kimball, cash paid insurance, 48 
D. B. Winn, hauling engine, etc., 3 
C. Squaires, locks, 16 
Royal Insurance Co., insurance, 11 
e on engine and house (cancelled), 232 

S. G. Cilley, sundries, 5 
F. H. Johnson, paid labor, ete., 53 
Waldmyer Hose Co., pay members, ete., 190 
W. H. Langley, teaming, etce., 1 
F. H. Gould & Co., coal. 30 
Marshall Sy mmes, Jr., posts, 6 


F. A. Searle: pe ‘inting, ie ere aes 2 
r..S. Brookings,” repairing ‘glass, rer 


4w 
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Jobn S. Sharon, hoseman, 

iL. F. Oliver, fireman, 

N. Fitzgerald, foundation stable, 
A. E. Rowe, bell, etc., 


Franklin Insurance Co., on engine and house, 


J. W. Adams & Co., furnace, etc., 
E. C. Huse, coal, 

Extinguisher Co., pay members, 
George P. Brown, sundries, 

Joel Whitney, 

P. Dowd, 


POLICE. 


M. Oliver, warning meeting, 


W. Read & Sons, revolvers, handcuffs, ete., 


A. E. Rowe, keys, lock-up, 

Gould & Delano, badges, 

P. W. Swan, 49 days on duty, at $2.50, 
se ‘¢ paid sundries, 

A.C. Taylor, 47 days on duty, at $2.50, 

A. D. Hunt, 

Eli Cooper, 

P. Holland, 

H. Bishop, 

F. H. Johnson, 

J. D. Giles, 


STATE AID. 


Cyrus Butters, 

Abbie Stratton, 

F. Otis Corville, 
Geo. C. Lawrence, 

J. Otis Williams, «| 


$5 08 
2 30 
208 00 

4 50 

87 50 

273 10 
5 18 
100 00 
8 04 
25 55 
4 21 


$9,389 79 


$10 00 
100 00 
1 50 
18 00 
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Francis H. Phelps, 
F. H. Mason, 


CEMETERY. 


Michael Fitzgerald, labor, 
Nicholas Fitzgerald, labor and manure, 
J. L. Parker, printing blank deeds, 
66 a4 éé 
A. L. Palmer, painting tool house, 
Wick. Brackett, plans ‘ <*: 
M. D. Jones & Co., vase, 
J.C. Stanton, Jr., for sundries, 
D. B. Winn, express, 
E. Sanderson & Son, sundries, 
Geo. P. Brown, stationery, | 
J. D. Sharon, keys, 
$e 6 returns burials, 
Joel Whitney, tablets, 


J. W. Adams & Co., watering pot and dipper, 


LIBRARY. 


Knight, Adams & Co., record book, 
L. E. Draper, librarian, 
James Campbell, books, etc., 

6 6 periodicals, 
Stillman Fletcher, rent and care room, 
J. B. McDonald, wood, 

D. D. Patten, marking books, etc., 
A. Chapin, paid sundry bills, 

Jos. W. Ripley, binding books, 
Clara B. Cilley, librarian, 

Elmira Davis, 6 

R. S. Davis, moving library, 
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R. S. Davis, care room, $3 00 
D. B. Winn, express, 75 
J. W. Adams & Coé., stove, etc., 66 93 
Horace Hatch, carpenter work, 43 26 
R. C. Hawes, painting, bo KS 
L. G. Cilley, sundries, 1 62 
Ei. Sanderson & Son, sundries, 1 80 
F. H. Morse and E. C. Huse, coal and wood, ‘11 50 
J.S. Richardson and J. H. Tyler, rent, 25 00 
A. E. Rowe, 4 keys, 1 00 

| $868 57 


TOWN OFFICERS. 


H. K. Stanton, Selectman, Overseer Poor, Highway 


Surveyor, and Board of Health, $200 00 
D. W. Locke, Selectman, Overseer Poor, Highway 
Surveyor, and Board of Health, 100 00 
John T. Wilson, Selectman, Overseer Poor, High- 
way Surveyor, and Board of Health, 100 00 
Albert Ayer, Assessor and Clerk, 300 00 
‘ William Adams ‘¢ ss 210 00 
Asa Fletcher 6 6 210 00 
John T. Manny, Treasurer, 200 00 
Warren F. Foster, Town Clerk, "$0 ae 
66 recording births, deaths, and } 
marriages, 56 90 
A. Chapin, School Committee, 200 00 
Geo. Cooke, ‘ 6 100 00 
Rev. L. G. Barrett, © ¢ 100 00 
Mial Cushman, Collector, 545 18 


$2,372 08 


rte ck a 
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KRECAPITULATION. 


School Teachers’ wages, 

School incidentals, 

Repairs, school-houses and grounds, 
Highways and grounds, 

Incidental expenses, 

Cemetery, 

Library, 

Fire Department, 

Paupers, | 

State aid, 


‘Town officers, 


Police, 
Walnut-street extension, 
Common street, 


Total expenditures, 


1674 


$9,117 37 
2,067 02 
1,793 76 
7,090 82 
3,473 68 

743 54 
868 57 
9,389 79 
2,043 29 
520 00 
2,372 08 
850 45 
10,427 85 
207 25 


$50,965 47 


VALUATION OF TOWN PROPERTY. 


High school-house, land, and fixtures, 


Grammar ‘‘ eF sé 
Gifford és ss 66 
Adams 66 66 66 
Rumford = ** as 66 

‘Wyman ‘<* 6 sé 
Washington‘: as a 
Hill 66 66 66 
Old engine house and land, 
New 66 66 


Town stable and land, 

Hand engine, | 
Steam fire engine and fixture, 
Chemical engine, 

Hose carriage and tools, 
Hose and oiler, 


$21,500 00 


18,500 00 
5,000 00 
2,000 00 
4,590 OO 
2,000 00 
1,500 00 
1,000 00 
8,000 00 
6,500 00 
2,500 00 

600 00 
6,400 00 
800 00 
500 00 
3,500 00 
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Land for Common, $20,000 00 

Horses, carts, tools, and lumber, Highway De- 
partment, 1,700 00 
Due from State, for State aid, 520 00 
Mystic school-house and land, 1,500 00 
$103,520 00 


H. K. STANTON, 
DANIEL W. LOCKE, 
JOHN T. WILSON, 
Selectmen of Winchester. 


WincuHester, Feb. 28, 1874. 


List of Taxes remnining unpaid Feb. 28, 1874. 


For 1872 — 
Joseph Stone, $286 50 

For 1873 — 
Patrick Crowley, 16 66 
Wm. B. Dodge, Estate, 112 50 
Chas. Flaherty, 2 00 
A. A. Foster, 2 00 — 
James W. Gustin, 10 99 
H. E. Gustin, 2 00 | 
A. J. Libby, 9 87 
M. Oliver, 23, 25 
T. O’Brien, 1 00 
k. E. Pence, : 2 00 
Jesse Richardson, 32 65° 
B. T. Rounds, 15. 74 
A. M. Richardson, 2 00 
Joseph Stone, 481 07 
Stephen Swan, 2 00 


Richard Spring, 2 00 
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John Sullivan, $2 00 
Patrick Shea, 11 00 
Mrs. Thos. S. Holton, Heirs, 60 75 
F. M. Stone, Fe 
W. Harvey, Augusta, Me., 132.75 
T. Welch, Brighton, 27 00 
Alden Bartlett and Mrs. J. A. Pickering, 85 50 ; 
Geo. E. Robertson, F937 
Paid, (2h Be 
$2,054 90 
Town of Winchester in Account with Mial Cushman, 
Collector. 
1873. Dr. 
To amount paid County Tax, $2,794 36 
se ‘¢ ‘Town Treasurer, 48,181 94 
rf Discount on Taxes paid before Oct. 1, 2,119 62 
“ Abatements, 1872, 115 14 
ce 6 1873, 1,207 84 
sé Uncollected Taxes, 1873, 2,054 90 
$56,473 80 
E Cr. 

By amount of Taxes committed, $54,233 89 
66 unpaid Taxes, 1872, 2,140 69 

ad Interest collected, 99 22 ; 


$56,473 80 


MIAL CUSHMAN, 
Collector. 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE 


ON THE 


PRESERVATOIN AND PROPAGATION OF FISH. 


REPORT OF FISH COMMITTEE, 


There has been a new fishway put in at the Mystic dam, 
of the latest and most approved pattern. There have been 
large numbers of alewives go over the dam into the waters 
above. The fishway at Clark’s mill has been altered and 


improved, and a great many small fry seen in the stream 


above, aud in Horn pond. A few shad have been reported 
by those who watch the fishways closely. This year will 
probably determine whether the shad will return in numbers 
sufficient to stock the river; if not, a further supply of 
spawn can be obtained. Mr. E. A. Brackett, our fellow- 
townsman, who is one of the State Commissioners, has 
attended more closely to the interests of the ponds and 
streams than we have, as he has been enabled to do what we 
could not have done. 

He has placed in Mystic pond 4,000 Lake Superior white 
fish, —a fine fish, that runs from three to nine pounds in 
weight, and is caught with a “ 

He has also distributed in the small streams above Wedge 
pond some 20,000 Sacramento salmon, and some 10,000 
salmon from the Penobscot river. Also, 87 land-locked 
salmon from Lake Sebago, in Maine, averaging from six to 
eight inches in length; a sufficient number to stock the 
river. 

The white fish and Sebago salmon are not a migratory 
fish. The black bass are doing -well; several have been 
caught by parties fishing for pickerel. There are several 


~ ” . ~ bg ~ ‘ ; 
spoon,” or spinning-bait. 
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spawning-beds on the shores of the mill-pond in front of 
Whitney’s mill, that are visible in spawning-time ; and it is 
an interesting sight to watch the old bass in the care of their 
young. 

We are of the opinion that in two years more we shall 
have as fine fishing in our ponds as any one could desire. 
The committee have tried, in years past, to get smelt from 
the streams in Medford to stock our ponds; but the smelt 
have been so scarce and shy, that the numbers put in have 
been small. We worked several nights, and only got some 
six dozen. The rapid increase of the smelts, owing to pro- 
tective laws, will enable us this spring to get a good supply. 


An extract from a letter of Prof. 5. F. Barro, United States- 


Commissioner of Fish and Fisheries. 


“In the early spring, the alewives formerly made their 
appearance on the coast, crowding along our shores, and 
ascended the rivers in order to deposit their spawn, being 
followed, later in the season, by the shad and salmon. Re- 
turning when their eggs were laid, these fish spent the 
summer along the coast; and in the course of a few months 
were joined by their young, which formed immense schools 
in every direction, extending outward, in some instances, for 
many miles. It was in pursuit of these, and other summer 
fish, that the cod, and other species referred to, came in to 
the shores; but with the decrease of the former in number, 
the attraction became less and less, and the deep-sea fishes 
have now, we may say, almost disappeared along the coast. 
It is therefore perfectly safe to assume that the improvement 
of the line-fishing along the coast of Maine is closely con- 
nected with the increase in number of alewives, shad, and 
salmon; and that, whatever measures are taken to facilitate 
the restoration of these last-mentioned fish to their pristine 
abundance, they will act, in an equal ratio, upon the first- 
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mentiored interest. The most important of the steps in 
question are the proper protection of these spring fish, and 
the giving to them every facility needed for passing up the 
streams to their original spawning grounds; this is to be 
done, of course, by the construction of suitable fishways and 
ladders. The real question at issue in regard to the con- 
struction of these fishways is, therefore, after all, not whether 
salmon shall become more plentiful, so that the sportsmen 
can capture them with the fly, or the man of means be able 
to procure a coveted delicacy in large quantities, and at 
mocerate expense, —this is simply an incident; the more 
im ortant consideration is, really, whether the alewife and 
shad shall be made as abundant as before, and whether the 
- cod, or other equally desirable seafish, shall be brought back 
to our coast, so that any one who may be so inclined, can 
readily capture several hundred weight in a day. 

“The value of the alewife is not fully appreciated in our 
country. It is in many respects superior to the sea-herring 
as an article of food; is, if anything, more valuable for export, 
and can be captured with vastly less trouble, and, under 
circumstances, and at a season, much more convenient for 
most persons engaged in the fisheries.” 


There was no appropriation for this Committee the past 
year, but we would recommend an appropriation of $50 for 
the ensuing year, to meet any expenses that may arise. 


F. WINSOR, 


C. O. BILLINGS, Committee. 


/ 
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REPORT OF THE ENGINEERS 


WINCHESTER FIRE DEPARTMENT. 


| oie . F gh, 


REPORT OF THE ENGINEERS. 


The department consists of one steam fire-engine, an 
engineer and two assistants, and a driver. 

A horse hose-carriage, eleven hosemen, and a driver. A 
Babcock fire-extinguisher, with a company of some twenty 
men. 

There are two’ spare hose-carriages and an ammunition- 
wagon. 

There is also a hand-engine notin commission. At the 
last town-meeting the engineers asked for the privilege of 
selling it, when they saw a good opportunity, and replacing 
it with more modern apparatus, that could be used in con- 
junction with the water-works. 

They are of the same opinion now as then, that it is good 
policy to change it into light hose-carriages. 

The pay of the engineer is $175 per year; his assistants 
and the hosemen are paid $35 per year. ‘The two drivers are 
paid $15 per year. The Babcock company have $100, and 
the Steward $50 per year. There are 2,500 feet of No. 1 
leather hose, and a fair supply of the small implements neces- 
sary to be used in and around the department. 

There is great need of a hook-and-ladder carriage in the 
town. It is very rare for a fire to occur at which a ladder is 
not needed; and when one is wanted, it consumes more or 
less time to find which neighbor owns one, and where it is to 
be found. The engineers have had a drawing made of « car- 
riage that will combine a hook-and-ladder and an ammunition 
wagon all in one, to cost less than $800; and recommend that 
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the annual appropriation be large enough to cover the 
expense of it. 

The town has voted at three different times to build an 
engine-house and town stables, but from some cause it has 
never been done until the past year. It was with feelings of ~ 
diffidence that the Boards of Selectmen and Engineers started 
with their plans. The town, with its usual liberality and con- 
fidence, had given no limit to guide us; a neighboring town 
had spent $60,000 for an engine-house; another town had 
spent $23,000; and another $13,000. 

We have got a thoroughly built house and a good stable, 
with good cellars under both buildings, and a good storage 
for all the town property pertaining to the Fire Department 
and the highways. ‘The cost of the building and altering the 
siable will be inside of $6,000. 

The building of the engine-house has partially overcome 
the obstacle of having horses and engines kept in separate 
parts of the town; but we are still exposed to a dangerous 
delay if a fire occurs in the day-time, as at the fire at Mr. 
Bacon’s barn; the town horses were at work near the Medford 
line, and more than a half hour elapsed before the steamer 
could be got to the fire. We would recommend that two of 
the town horses be kept within a certain radius, say quarter 
of a mile of the engine-house. We do not have fires enough 
to warrant keeping a pair of horses for the special needs of 
the steamer; yet, if some such rule was observed, much val- 
uable time might be saved, and the department have a chance 
to show good work. With the advent of water into town, 
certain changes will become necessary. The town is growing 
rapidly. “The Plains,” “Symmes’ Corner,” and “ West 
Side,” will demand protection as much as the Centre. 

We shall have head enough from the Water Works to 
give the buildings at these localities, by using hose attached 
to hydrants, a good protection from fire. Hose-carriages 
sufficient to carry 500 feet of hose can be had for some $250 
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apiece. A house, 12 x 15, one story high, would be suf- 
ficient to house them; land to put them on is cheaper now 
than it will be in the future, and it would seem to be economy 
for the town to turn attention to this matter before long. 
The town has on hand hose enough to supply tbree of the 
carriages, and leave 1,000 feet for the steamer, for, with the 
hydrants, the steamer will not need the long lines of hose 
now made necessary by the scarcity of water. All the work 
pertaining to washing, drying and oiling the hose would be 
done at the main house. 

We would recommend that, upon any person discovering a 
fire, prompt measures should be taken that an alarm be im- 
mediately given, so that no time may be lost in getting the 
fire apparatus to work. Many buildings are entirely 
destroyed through the parties endeavoring to put the fire out 
without an alarm, and without having proper tools to help 
them. We do not mean by this not to do anything before 
the department arrives, but to have an alarm sounded in 
addition to the work. 

We would also suggest that any person discovering a fire 
should take in the situation as quickly as possible, — the ap- 
pearance of the fire; whether it was set; any rags around that 
might have caused spontaneous combustion; whether it 
caught from a defective flue, or overheated furnace, or any 
facts that an observant person might take note of, — and report 
the same to the Board of Engineers as soon after the fire as 
practicable. We would also suggest to all persons using 
furnaces, to examine the pipes, from time to time, to see that 
they are in good condition. Smoke-pipes sometimes rust 
and get full of holes, and sparks are liable to escape to the 
woodwork around them. A case of this kind was found to 
exist in one of the buildings of this town, but it was dis- 
covered soon enough to be changed before any damage came 
of it. Too much care cannot be taken to guard against fire, 
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yet it is much easier to prevent fire than to extinguish it 
after it has got fairly startcd. 


The following is the list of fires at which the department 
or some of the members have attended the past year : — 


Friday, April 18, 1873.— The tannery on Lake street. 
Probably incendiary. Loss heavy. 

Saturday, April 19.— Crane’s tannery in Woburn. Prob- 
ably incendiary. Loss light. 

Sunday, April 20. — Fire in the woods rear of the Ceme- 
tery. Extinguished without a general alarm. 

Wednesday, May 7.—Jvhnson’s finishing shop on Wal- 
nut street. Caught from sparks from the chimney. Building 
slightly damaged. 

Thursday, May 8.—Shaw’s tannery in Woburn. Our 
department was promptly on hand, but services not accepted. 

Friday, June 20. — Engine-house caught fire from spon- 
taneous combustion. Extinguished without much damage. 

July 4. —School-house in Woburn. 

Tuesday, Aug. 26. — Bacon’s barn, burned down. This 
fire was kindled with matches in the hands of a small child. 

Friday, Sept. 12.— An unoccupied dwelling-house on 
Cross street. Origin of fire unknown. 


The expenses of the department are as follows : — 
Of the appropriation of $4,000 there 


have been expended $3,621 88 

The new house, 5,399 33 

Town stables, 368 58 
————._ $9,689 79 


The value of the property that is charged to the Fire De- 
partment is as follows, by our estimation : — 
Excelsior house and land, $3,000 
New engine-house and land, 6,500 
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Town stables and land, | 2.500 
Steamer and fixtures, 6,400 
Chemical engine, 800 
Hand engine, 600 
Hose and oiler, 3,500 
Hose-carriages, etc., 200 

Total, $23,800 


The department has no further need of the Excelsior 
house, and whatever the town does with it, — sell it or keep it 
for town business, — its market value should be credited to 
this department. The town stables are charged to this de- 
partment; but in our opinion should be transferred to the 
Highways department. If this is done, it will leave the 
value of the apparatus and buildings at $18,300. We rec- 
ommend an appropriation of $2,300, — $1,500 for running 
expenses, and $800 for a hook-and-ladder carriage. 

C. T. SYMMES, Fee 


C. O. BILLINGS, ; 
Engineers. 


C. H. MOSELEY, 
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EPOLLTOE REPORT. 


Immediately after the Police were chosen, last April, they 
held a meeting and organized by the choice of F. H. John- 
son as Chief, and have acted under his direction since. We 
soon found out that we had plenty to do, as a small part of 
the inhabitants of the town did not wish to be disturbed in 
their beer and rum drinking, and making a holiday of the 
Sabbath. Rowdies and roughs from adjoining towns thought 
Winchester a fine place to resort to on the Lord’s day, for a 
good time, and for the first three months we had much 
trouble with this class of persons; but by a determined 
effort on the part of your Police to put a stop to this lawless 
kind of rowdyism, and being well sustained by the inhab- 
itants of said town, we believe we have succeeded in estab- 
lishing as good order in this town as they have in any town 
in this county. And we would recommend for the year to 
come that the same effort to keep good order be continued, 
as there will be many men employed on the water works the 
following season, and they are likely to be of that class that 
will need looking after when they are not at work. 

Below is a statement of a part of the work your Police 
have done the past year for the town : — 


Number of arrests, 40 
sh committed to lock-up, 31 

Amount of fines, $152 O00 

Cost of the court, 223 42 


$375 42 
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Number of arrests for drunkenness, 29. 
6 s assault, 9 
6 6 stealing, 2 
Sent to House of Correction, 2 
Number of tramps lodged, 66 
Cost of meals for tramps, $8 69 
Number of disturbances quelled, 51 
drunkards helped home, : 54 
“6 truant children sent to school, 2 
6 barrels of ale seized, 3 
i. gallons rum he 8 
66 ‘fs O1n, 3 
A fires put out, ; 4 
= parties broken up in bathing, Sunday, 24 
- a ‘ playing ball ¢ 13 
«6 es es games of cards, Sunday, 1 
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F. H. JOHNSON, } 

P. W. SWAN, 

ELI COOPER, 

A.D. HUNT, _— $ Policemen. 
H. BISHOP, 

A. C. TAYLOR, 

P. HOLLAND, 
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# TOWN CLERK'S REPORT. 


The Statistics of Births, Marriages and Deaths, in the town 
‘of Winchester, for the year 1873, are as follows, viz. : — 


— 


“BI RTHS. 
4 hole number of births in 1873, 
Males, | 
= tere 
- Nativity of Parents. 
Of American parents, 


me: foreign ia 
* American and foreign, 


e. MARRIAGES. 

Whole number of marriages registered in 1873, 
Of males — American born, 

“é 


_** females, ce 
** males — foreign born, 


«© females “6 se 
Oldest male married, 
m. ‘* female * 
Youngest male married, 
| «s female ‘* 
P DEATHS. 

Whole number of deaths registered in 1873, 
Whole number of males, 

‘6 ‘* females, 


44—83 
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Nativity of Parents. 


Of parents, American born, . 33 
Ait a) AL, foreign born, 20—53 
Of numbers died under 1 year, 12 
Bron 1 t0.-4, 4 

“«  2to 12, 4 

sea) & LO aU, 3 

<¢ —-20 to 30, 4 

« 80 to 40, 6 

6s 40 to: /50, 5 

“ 50 to 80, ; 12 

<< 80 to 90, 1 

“ 90 to 100, 0—53 


Oldest person diced in town in 1873, Mr. Perley Ray mond, 


80 years, 9 months, 2 days. 


DISRASE, Oh CAUSE Or NEA THU. ee 


Of Scarlet Fever, 3 
*¢ Cholera Infuntum, ; 5 
‘© Brain, oh 
‘* Consumption, 12 
«¢ Old age, 1 
«© Various aiseases, . 27—853 
Number of dogs licensed for the year 1873, 154 
Amount received for same, $338 00 
Less Clerk’s fees, 30 80 
Balance due the county, $307 20 
WARREN F. FOSTER, 
Town Clerk 


Wincuester, Feb. 28, 1874. 


REPORT 


CEMETERY COMMITTEE. 
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REPORT OF CEMETERY COMMITTEE. 


The Cemetery Committee of Winchester, being aware of 
their light duties and small responsibilities, have never 
deemed it advisable to make a formal report of their doings 
to the town, but would this, year beg leave to report some- 
thing in relation to the manner in which they have expended 
the annual appropriation for the last two years, and to make 
some suggestions as to the future wants for the Cemetery, and 
the desirableness of providing for such improvements and en- 
largements as will be for the best interest of the town. 

The appropriation for the Cemetery, in 1872, was $1,000. 
This year a new fence was erected around the whole ground, 
at a cost of some $700, and the balance of the appropriation 
was expended as usual in keeping the walks and avenues in 
as good order as so small a sum would do, by a careful distri- 
bution of labor about the grounds. 

The appropriation for 1873 was $600, Bnd about one half 
of this was expended in providing » much-needed tool-house, 
which has been constantly wished for during quite a number 
of years. It was the object of the committee to make this 
tool-house a little ornamental, as well as useful, and as far as 
they are advised their object has been accomplished to the 
satisfaction of the town. This small building has been divided 
into three apartments: one for the use of the sexton; 
one for the use of the man who has charge of the Cemetery 
grounds, in which to keep his tools; and one open apartment 
with seats for the use of any and all persons who may wish 
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for a shelter while visiting the Cemetery. A few seats have 
been erected in different localities for the use of visitors, which 
have proved to be very acceptable. 

The amount of money which has been expended for orna- 
mental purposes has been very small; a few trees have been 
planted in years past, and a few flowers cultivated for the 
first time in 1873. 

One of the ‘rules and regulations” of the Cemetery reads 
as follows: “The town of Winchester will expend in pre- 
serving and decorating the Cemetery such sums as may be 
needful to make it a secure place for the burial of the dead 
and an attractive resort for the living.” So much of this by- 
law as relates to making the Cemetery an aétractive resort has 
evidently received very little attention from any committee, 
mainly because the yearly appropriation has been too small 
to admit of such expenditures as are here suggested. 

The committee would recommend the appropriation of 
$500 for the coming year. With this sum a few improve- 
ments can be made which will enhance the value of lots, or at 
least facilitate their sale, as well as render the Cemetery a 
more cheerful and attractive resort. 

The committee are impressed with the belief that it would 
have been better economy for the town to have located their 
Cemetery on ground which could have been all, or nearly ay 
used for burial purposes. 

This ground is laid out into 428 lots, beside the public 
burial place, and a little more than one half of the lots have 
been sold. About one half of the remainder of the lots are 
on or about the ledges, and can never be used for burials ; 
while a large part of the balance are on declivities and in low 
places, which render them undesirable; consequently it is 
quite difficult for any person to select a satisfactory lot out 
of all remaining unsold. There has been received for the sale 
of lots something more than the original cost of the Cemetery 
ground, which is now in the hands of the Treasurer. 
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In looking a little into the future, it is easy to see that, with 
the prospective increase of the population of the town, and 
the fact in view that the available lots are nearly all taken 
up, a necessity will soon arise for the enlargement of the 
grounds. This enlargement could readily be accomplished 
by a purchase of adjoining land. The adjoining land on two 
sides of the Cemetery is well located and better adapted for 
burial purposes than that of the Cemetery, and we hope the 
town will give this subject their earnest attention before the 
opportunity for an economical purchase of the land has for- 
ever passed. 

One of the by-laws of the Cemetery provides that a record 
of all burials and removals shall be kept by the Cemetery 
Committee... This record having from the first been neglected 
a few years’ time increased the difficulty, and year after 
year added to the task, so that not until the lapse of twenty- 
two years was an attempt made to prepare such a record. 
With a good deal of time and labor expended by the conm- 
mittee the past year, the record has been nearly completed. 
A few more facts and data are needed, which wil! undoubt- 
edly soon be procured, and then a record will have been com- 
menced which is of considerable importance, and we hope 
will never again be neglected. 

The following list of lots stand upon the Treasurer’s book 
as having been sold to the following-named persons : — 


Lot No. 92 to E. V. Skinner, 
6 ss. 6 823. ss) «6S. 6G. $ Steel, 

sé s—- B41, 6¢ PL J. Black, 

As ss) 6342) «6s«* ) M. G. Danforth, 
as ss 6857) O**§ OCS. ~ Makee. 


The committee are unable to find the owners of these lots 
and, if any one who may read this report should know of the 
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locality of any of them, he can do the committee a favor by 
giviug them the desired information. 

A well-cared-for Cemetery, where evident indications show 
the desire of the citizens of a town to honor the memory of 
their dead, speaks words of praise for a community in which 
t is located, and we hope and trust this town will cheerfully 
vote the small appropriations which are needed each year to 
keep in repair and to add to the beauty and attractiveness of 
Wildwood Cemetery. 

S. T. SANBORN, 

H. K. STANTON, 

L. R. SYMMES, 
STEPHEN THOMPSON, 
MIAL CUSHMAN. 


The amount of the fund is, $3,557 72 


H. K. STANTON, 


Treasurer. 


FIRST ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


WATER COMMISSIONERS, ®# 


FEBRUARY 28, 1874. 


Ba Babs by LG 


Wincuester, Mass., March 2, 1874. 


In pursuance of the requirements of the Charter granted to 
. the town, the undersigned, Water Commissioners, make this 
their first annual report. 

In view of the fact that the time is near at hand when all 
the particulars of the construction of the water-woiks will 
be logically stated, it is not proposed to enter into much de- 
tail in this paper. 

Two days after their election, viz., on the 12th day of 
July, 1873, the Commissioners met for organization. Mr. 
D. N. Skillings was chosen chairman, and Mr. M. A. Her- 
rick, secretary. At the same meeting it was voted to secure 
the services of Mr. Walter H. Sears, as Constructing Engi- 
neer. 

Immediate measures were taken to select the exact loca- 
tion of the dam, and to secure the necessary land for the 
proposed reservoir. 

The plans and specifications having been prepared, adver- 
tisements were published in several Boston papers for pro- 
posals for constructing the dam. Eleven bids were received. 
That. of Mr. Charles Linehan, the most favorable one, was 
accepted, and a contract was made with him, bearing date 
September 6, 1873. 

Work was commenced at once, and prosecuted with 
energy. During the Summer and Fall the basin for the pro- 
posed reservoir was thoroughly cleaned and grubbed of 
bushes, stumps and trees. The work was faithfully and 
economically done under the immediate personal supervision 


of our townsman, Mr. Asa Fletcher. 
Iw 
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The services of another townsman, Mr. Hosea Dunbar, 
were secured to superintend| the mason-work of the dam, 
under the direction of the Engineer. 

It was hoped that the dam might be completed before the 
setting in of Winter, or at least that it might be carried to a 
height sufficient to retain all the water from Fall till work 
could be resumed in the Spring. 

The work of building the dam went steadily forward, but, 
owing to the very severe weather during the whole month of 
November, great delay was occasioned in the construction of 
the priming wall. About the tenth of that month the 
weather had become so severe, it was thought best to stop 
all mason-work. Had the weather been of average mildness, 
the whole bottom of the structure might have been com- 
pleted, and the water, which now for some time bas been 
running to waste, could have been stored. 

The waste-gate at the dam was closed Dec. 5th and the 
water commenced rising in the reservoir and continued to do 
so until January 22d, at which time the surface of the water 
was about thirty-five acres in area and twelve feet above the 
bottom of the inlet pipe of the gate-house. 

Owing to the partially completed state of the dam, it was 
not considered safe to allow the water to accumulate to any 
greater depth. The amount stored during the forty-eight 


days was 79,000,000 gallons. January 26th it was consid-— 


ered advisable to remove one plank from the gate-house 
inlet, reducing the depth-to eleven feet above the bottom of 
the inlet pipe. | 
Accurate gaugings of the depth of the water flowing to 
waste from January 22d have been kept, and the total 


amount thus gauged, to March Ist, is computed at 538,000,000 


gallons. 


A contract for the furnishing and putting in place of all 


the necessary pipes, hydrants, gates and other appurtenances 
constituting the system of distribution, was made with Mr. 


) eee 


67 


George H. Norman, of Newport, R. I., on the 2d day of 
February, 1874. 

The terms of the indenture require that the work shall be 
commenced as soon as digging can be done in the Spring and 
completed by the 1st day of July next. 

The Commissioners have borrowed of the State of Massa- 
chusetts the sum of $40,000 and have spent, on account of 
the dam, land, cleaning of reservoir and engineering, to 
March 1, 1874, $26,917.24. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 


D. N. SKILLINGS, 
M. A. HERRICK, 
J. F. DWINELL, 


Water Commissioners. 


Extracts From Town Recorps RELATING TO A SUPPLY 
OF PuRE' WATER. 


Town meeting held June 30, 1873: — 

ARTICLE 9. Voted, that the report of the Water Commit- 
tee be accepted. Voted, also, that it is the sense of this meet- 
ing that it is necessary and expedient to at once introduce 
pure water into the town through pipes and other means of 
distribution. 

Arr. 10. Voted to accept Chap. 277 of the Acts of 1873, 
being an act in addition to Chap. 265 of the Acts of 1872. 
120 in the affirmative, none in the negative. 

July 7th, adjourned town meeting : — 

Art. 9. Themotion of Mr. Wilson, that the plan called the 
North Meadow and South Meadow, in the Supplementary 
Report of the Water Committee, for introducing pure water 
into the town, be approved and adopted as the most feasible 
and proper method of supplying the town with pure water, 
was carried by a vote of 95 in the affirmative, and 32 in the 
negative. 
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July 10th, adjourned town meeting :— 

Art. 11. Voted to choose three Water Commissioners by 
ballot, the polls to be kept open till 7.30 P. M. 

Voted, that the Water Commissioners be paid each $3.00 
per day, and expenses while in actual service. 

The elected Water Commissioners are M. A. Herrick, 
J. F. Dwinell and D. N. Skillings. 

Art. 12. Voted, that the Water Commissioners be author- 
ized to issue water bonds to an amount not exceeding 
$100,000. 

Art. 13. Voted, that the Water Commissioners be directed 
to secure to the use of the town, by purchase or otherwise, 
so much of the Nerth and South Meadow gathering grounds, 
so called, and sich other land as in their judgment is neces- 
sary for the purpose of the town in establishing a supply of 
pure water, as provided in Chap. 277 of Acts of 1873 and 
Chap. 265 of Acts of 1872. 

Town meeting held Aug. 2d, 1873: — 

Art. 3. Voted, that the Water Commissioners elected at 
the last town meeting be instructed to make no further con- 
tracts for the introduction of pure water into the town, under 
and by virtue of Chap. 265 of Acts of 1872, until after the 
dissolution of this meeting. 

Art. 4. Voted, that the Water Commissioners be a com- 
mittee to confer with the authorities of the town of Woburn 
and ascertain the lowest terms upon which the town of Win- 
chester can be supplied with pure water by the said town of 
Woburn, said committee to report at the time to which this 
meeting shall be adjourned. 

On a motion of J. H. Tyler, it was voted to dissolve this 
meeting. 

Town meeting held Nov. 4, 1873: 

Voted, that the report of the committee appointed to con- 
fer with the Woburn Commissioners be acospiecas and the 
report entered upon the records. 


TWENTY-FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


SCHOOL COMMITTEE 


OF THE 
7 


TOWN OF WINCHESTER. 


FEB. 28, 1874. 


REPORT. 


The Schoolj Committee respectfully submit the Twenty- 
Fourth Annual Report of the Schools of Winchester : — 


SCHOOLS. 


High School. — Principal, Daniel Dana Patten; do., W. 
R. Merritt (from Sept.) ; Assistant, Ama Howard Ward; 
do., Eliza B. Barry (from Sept.) ; Occasional Assistant, 
Frances H. Manny. 

Grammar School. — Principal, J. Frank Baxter; Assist- 
ant, Elizabeth E. Marston; do., Clara E. Weeks ; Occasional 
Assistants, Isabella Bb. Tenney, N. 5. Adams. 

Rumford Intermediate. — Georgie Palmer. 

bd Primary. — Jennie Starkey. 

Gifford Intermediate. — Laura S. Westcott. 

s¢ Primary. — Agnes Westcott. 

Adams Intermediate. — Addie M. Whitney. 

«6 Primary. — Carrie B. Symmes. 

Mystic Mixed School. — Mary A. Wadleigh. 

Wyman * ¥ Abbie F. Johnson. 

Washington Mixed School. — Emma C. Richardson. 

Fill Mixed School. — Sarah R. Wells. 

Director of Studies in Music, Prof. J. C. Johnson. 


SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 


GEORGE CooKE, term expires, 1874. 
ALONZO CHAPIN, ‘‘ 66 1875. 
Rev. L. G. Barrett, term expires, 1876. 


STATISTICS. 


ATTENDANCE. 


aa sn I 
a| 2 
. g = lst Term. | 2d Term. 3d Term. — = 
ScHOOLs. 2 y 5 ; : 
A ae Be se s ; | 
EVEL ELEV ETE : 
> 
&| - EB | 4 < 4 
High—Principal . .| 10 | 18500} 41/ 35! 67| 6o| 62] 65| 650| 50]. 
Assistant *-* 10 75 00 ae @e 96 erg. | S68 oe | Sat rs . 
Assistant ../ 63) s2s¢| ..]'. 2) oo, oot 
a bs O 
Grammar —Principal| 10 | 153 00 | 126 | 116] 118/| 112] 117] 110| 118 | 21/. 
Assistant 10 53 00 “* ose * -. es 6 eo} . ness «0 s tye 
Assistant 10 63 00 “* ** * oa sw ee ree wi <9 
Gifford Intermediate.} 9 | 6227] 35 | 82/ 36| 33] 388] 38] 33}..|. 
“ fPrimary...j| 9 62 27 45 38 39 36 51 | 42 89 ale 
RumfordIntermediate} 9 | 4376 | 47 | 24] 41/ 35] 89) S4/ SL}.. 
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«6 Primary ‘> 9 40 62 64 44 56 45 : 51 42. aod J a4 = 
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Number of children in town May 1, 1873, between the ages of 5and15 . . 508 
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GRADUATING CLASS, JULY, 1873. 


Nevuir M. Baker, 
JULIA CHALLIS, 

ABBIE E. Curtinea, 
Lorrir M. Houton, 
Minnigz B. Joy, 

Hartiz S. WELLINGTON. 


ROLL OF HONOR. 


Wyman School. — Not absent for two years, George 
Purington, David Reagan and Nellie Reagan. Absent only 
one-half day during the past year, Fred Locke. Absent 
two days during the past year, Maurice Lynch and David 
Lynch (4 yrs. of age). 

Adams Primary. — Absent only one half day during past 
year, John Sullivan. 

Adams Intermediate. — Absent only one-half day during 
past year, Delia Lyons. Absent one day, Mary Cosgrove. 
Absent two days, Maggie Sullivan. 

Rumford Intermediate. — Absent only one-half day in two 
years, William F. Cobb. Absent only one-half day during 
past year, Mary O’Connell. Absent one day, Josie Cate. 
Absent one and one-half day, George Gurney. 

Gifford Intermediate. — Not absent during the past year, 
Celia MeCraven and Leo Lofleur. 

Grammar School. — Absent only one-half day in four 
years, Granville D. Richardson. Not absent in past three 
years, Dollie M. Hammond, Willie H. Herrick, Rufus F. 
Herrick. Not absent in past two years, Willie Swan, 
Chas. Purington, Fred. W. Sanborn, Ellen C. Holton, 
Louise H. Richardson and Addie E. Greeley. Absent only 
one-half day in two years, Frank B. Wadleigh and George 
EK. Pratt. Absent only one day in two years, Arthur EK. 
Baker, Georgie Stone. Not absent past year, Chas. H. 
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Sleeper, Luther Holton, Henry R. Simonds, Walter I. Alli- 
son, Nellie M. Fitzgerald, Cora A. Quimby, Benj. F. Blank, 
Frank L. Richardson, Annie T. Holland, Bertie A. Kendall, 
Maggie Hartnett, Chas. J. Pond, Abbie L. Meade, Clara 
B. Cilley, Celesta Cutting and Bessie Brackett. Absent only 
one-half day during past year, Mary P. Badger and Lizzie 
M. Coursey. 

High School. — Not absent or tardy for four past years, 
Mary 8S. Chaffee and Eugene L. Perry. Not absent past 
three years, Wallace P. Palmer and J. Herbert Shattuck. 
Absent only one day in three years, Flora 8. Quimby. Not 
ubsent for past two years, Jennie Stone. Absent only one 
day in two years, Laura I. Carlton and Walter S. Purington,. 
Not absent during the past year, George H. Huse and Hattie 
F. Gibbs. Absent only two days past year, Margaret Moy- 
nihan, Mary E. Carter, Martha G. Houston, Harry P. Ayer, 
Chas. Manny, Luther B. Richardson and Samuel S. Symmes. 


BANNER FOR SPELLING. 


In accordance with the practice of preceding years, selec- 
tions of words for a spelling trial, adapted to the range of 
required attainment in the several grades, were submitted to 
the schools at the close of the spring term in June last. 

As the result of the contest, the banner was awarded to 
the Wyman Intermediate School. 

The percentage of accuracy in the 


High School being .. : . . : ‘ - 162 


Grammar School being : . : ‘ : . 133 
Wyman Intermediate School being. : , a OS 


THE BANNER FOR MUSIC 


Is awarded to that one among the Intermediate or Primary 
Schools which has attained the greatest proficiency in its 
_ grade, and the Adams Intermediate is this year the Banner 
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School. This school was specially mentioned in our last 
year’s Report. The work in this branch has been almost 
equally excellent in the other schools of the same grade. In 
the Grammar School the work is very superior, and its 
results very excellent. 


TABULAR ARRANGEMENT OF THE COURSE. : 
PRIMARY SCHOOLS. 


Hours PER WEEK. 


SuBJECTS OF INSTRUCTION. Woes 
Ist Year, | 2d Year. | 3d Year. bik 
Ee eee eee a 4 4 4 36 ‘ 
CS 5 5 4 36 
Wwrmme (Copying On slate). .« .« « « » do ee hs 36 
Se i) 3 4 4 36 
ee ee ee 2 4 5 36 
SS ee nom 1 3 36 
MMII wine © © 8  « © © - 4 3 2 36 
EE ee a 1 1 1 36 
INTERMEDIATE SCHOOLS. 
' HOuRS PER WEEK. 
SUBJECTS OF INSTRUCTION. co me Ee Se Nox of 
Ist Year. | 2d Year. | 3d Year. Miss: 
| 
a er er 5 5 4 36 
a 4 4 3 _ 86 
i 2 2 2 36 
I 3 3 3 36 
Is cw kt a lhe te 4 4 4 36 
Eee 2 2 3 36 
SS a er 2 2 2 36 
OAS ee eer oer 1 a 1 36 
I rs Se le er ate cis 13 36 
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GRAMMAR SCHOOL. 


—_— 


HOURS PER WEEK. : 
NO. OF 
SUBJECTS OF INSTRUCTION, —--———— nn — nue 


1sT YEAR. | 2D YEAR. | 3D YEAR. 


—————— 
ee 


Oral Lessons ....6 2 2 0 eh ee wee 2 1} 1 40 
Reading 1. 2 2 che ce necevese 3h 3 2 40 
Writing... es tice ete ee eco ee 14 14k 1} 40 
DPEWINE 2). wale ies we ee ee 14 14 1} 40 
SPUN 6 6 6. 5 Shee. © wie b Blt, ene s 24 23 1 40 
ATIHUGIOUC: 2° Gs seks oo whe he 4 4 + 40 
Geperaphy . cis ate Kiedery We ec 3 3 3 40 
GYAMMAP «ge we oe tee sw we 1 24 + 40 
BAIBWOT Yt ee et eha «Klan eee eb 2 2 2 40 
Natural Philosophy .....«<«eeres — 1 2h 20 
POPRIOIGNY) ix: 0' ies si 0 4M) le Whe’, 6 1 — — 20 
BESMEIG 905 6.0 wis. 0,6 0 iw 0, 0 we tle a's 14 1 1 40 
Compositions, at intervals of three weeks Declamations. 


Recitations from Authors. Monthly Test Examinations. 


77 


HIGH SCHOOL. 


EE ea ey ee Sere See See a PTY 


mo bo fe 


ont Da oO > 


HOURS PER WEEK. 


SuBJECTS OF INSTRUCTION. 


PRARIGNINCLIG. . « « 


. Geometry .... 


Trigonometry, etc. 


Chemistry .... 


. Mineralogy*... 
- Geology ...+-. 
. Geography. ... 


Natural Philosophy 
Botany ». »-.e«-s 
Physiology. ... 


. Astronomy ... 


Analysis... «esses 


Natural History . 
Constitution, U. 8.* 


PURIBCUIN 6 t+ so © 


TOP renen. ws + 6 + » 


. Moral Philosophy 

. Mental Philosophy 
. Latin and Greek* . 
. Reading ....- 


PeRAYERIG 9 s+5 5 «. s 


. Rhetoric and Composition 
. English Literature... . 
. History, Eng. . . 


‘J1IST YEAR.|2D YEAR. 3D YEAR.|4TH YEAR 


a | ee _. 


“ee 28 @ 3h = 
* eo. a 2» 3} a 
fe ee 6 a 3h 
nS ee 3 — 
Beh sO 1k — 
oe @ @ @ a 3 
. . ——_ 3 
yet & @ a 3 
Sig. se — 34 
oe ee 2} R 
bin ata 3 1k 
e*eer@ 6 2} Cs? 
ys 2’ 4 4 
ee i 1 
a ae ee vi 1 


ELECTIVE STUDIES. 


= -—- FP | CH 


Latin or German,* elective for studies 13, 1, and 6 in the first year; 14, 16, and 17 in the 
second year, and 19, 1 and 18 in the third year. 
Pupils preparing for College, in addition to Latin and Greek, study: Ist year, Rhetoric 
and Composition, Analysis, Chemistry and Algebra; 2d year, Geometry, and throughout 
the remainder of the Classical course, the English studies required for admission to College. 
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SCHOOL CALENDAR. ; 
The School year begins on the first Monday in March. © 


HieguH AND GRAMMAR SCHOOLS. 


First Term. — Begins on the first Monday in March, and 
continues 16 weeks, with a recess of one week about the last 
of May. 

Second Term. — Begins on the first Monday in September, 
and continues 13 weeks. 

Third Term. — Begins on the first Monday in December, 
and continues 11 weeks, witha recess from December 25th to 
January 2d. 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL. 


First Term. — Begins on the first Monday in March, and 
continues 14 weeks. Recess as in High School. 

Second Term. — Begins on the first Monday in September, 
and continues 11 weeks. | 

Third Term. — Begins on the first Monday in December, 
and continues 11 weeks. Recess from December 25th to 
January 2d, 

Holidays. — Fast Day; Middlesex Teachers’ Association 
Day; Washington’s Birthday. 


REGULATIONS. 
I. Scnoon SEssIons. 


The High School, has one daily session, commencing at 8 
A. M., and closing at 1 P. M. In all other schools there are 
two sessions daily, commencing at 9 A. M., and closing at 
12 M., and at 14 P. M., closing at 35 P.M. In weather 
severely stormy, either of the schools may prolong the morn- 
ing session one hour, and omit the afternoon session for the 
day. The school-room to be opened by the teacher fifteen 


“a 


. | | ee 


(hy 


minu/es, and in stormy or cold weather ¢wenty minutes before 
school time. The school bell is to be rung five minutes be- 
fore the hour of the session, and the pupils to be in their 
seats in readiness for the opening exercises precisely at the 
hour. The morning sessions to have one recess, not to ex- 
ceed fifteen minutes. 


II. ATTENDANCE. 


All the pupils required to be present during each daily ses- 
sion, unless excused by reason of sickness. The reasons for 
absence to be furnished to the teacher, in writing, by the par- 
ent or guardian of the pupil, and preserved for the record of 
the school. In case such written explanation is neglected or 
refused, the teacher is requested to note the facts, for the 
consideration of the Committee. Pupils delinquent in their 
studies, or in deportment, or requiring. special assistance in 
their school work, may be detained by the teacher one hour 
after the close of the P. M. session. ‘Those who are tardy 
will be required to bring a written excuse from the parent or 
guardian. A Foll of Honor, indicating superior fidelity in 
attendance and punctuality, shall be published in the annual 
report. 

III. ScHoor-Houses. 


The school-rooms, grounds, and all the premises are to be 
kept neat and in good order; the teacher will enforce this as 
one of the important requirements of the pupils. Any dam- 
age done to the house or any part of the premises must be 
paid for by the parent or guardian of the child doing it. The 
laws of the State provide that all wilful or wanton damages 
so done shall be punished “ by a fine not exceeding five hun- 
dred dollars, or by imprisonment in the jail not exceeding 
one year.” 


IV. Promotions. 


Monthly examinations, or test exercises, shall be held in 
all the schools except the Primary, and those whose class 
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standing, including deportment, is indicated by 80 in a scale 
of 100, throughout the year, shall be advanced to the next 
higher class by right, or without further examination, Those 
whose scholarship or deportment shall fall below this standard 
shall be examined by the committee and the teachers of their 
own and the next higher grade. 


V. GRADUATION. 


Pupils who complete to the satisfaction of the teachers and 
committee a three years’ course, will be entitled to the Dip- 
loma of graduation in the Hnglish course. ‘Those thus com- 
pleting the four years’ course, to the Diploma of the igh 
. School course, and those prepared for admission to College to 
the Diploma of the Classical course. 


VI. DEPORTMENT. 


For offences of the order of the school the teacher may in- 
flict corporal punishment, with a rattan applied to the hand ; 
and in cases of resistance to authority may suspend the pupil 
or pupils from the school; the case to be promptly reported 
to the parent or guardian, and to the committee. 

Whenever a pupil shall be reported as ungovernable, or as 
an injury to the school by his irregular attendance or conduct, 
he may be suspended from the school, and in cases of re- 
peated crimes against the order of the school, after tempo- 
rary suspension, he may be expelled, and reported to the 
appropriate officers of the Law, to be dealt with as the State 
Laws, or By-Laws of the town may provide. 

If the parent or guardian shall have cause of complaint 
against a teacher, he shall present his complaint to the teacher 
privately, or to the committee, but in no case will the 
complaint be allowed to be made in the presence of the 
school. 
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CourRsE OF STUDY. 


The course of study was tabulated in our report for 1871- 
2, and the tables were accompanied with a “ Plan of Instruc- 
tion, arranged by topics, with suggestions to teachers.” In 
our succeeding report the tables were reprinted, but without 
explanations. So far as this tabular arrangement concerns 
the Primary, Intermediate, and Grammar Schools, no expla- 
nation probably is necessary, as the number of studies Is 
small, and their arrangement simple. But with the éwenty- 
jive subjects of study belonging to the High School course, 
something more than this table may be needed to present 
clearly to the eye the work of each year and term. There- 
fore we spread out this work in another form, and append a 
similar arrangement of the High School course at Newton, — 
selecting the latter for the reason that it was constructed by 
Mr. Thomas Emerson, so well known to our citizens as the 
Principal of our High School, and subsequently of the High 
School in Woburn, and superintendent of schools in Newton. 

The numerals here used denote the hours per week appro- 
priated to the subjects named, and the * denotes that the 
study of the branch is optional. 

High School, — First Year. — English Language (Analy- 
sis, Rhetoric, and Composition), 5; Arithmetic, 3}; Alge- 
bra, 34; Chemistry, 3; *Mineralogy, 14; Natural History, 
21; *Latin and *Greek, 4; Reading and Music, 1 each; 
Drawing, time not specified. *German, 3 (commenced in 
September). 

Remarks: Our school year is divided into three terms ; 
that of Newton into two terms. Of the studies enumerated 
above, English Language, Latin, Greek, and Music are con- 
tinued throughout the year. Arithmetic, Chemistry, and 
Natural History are pursued each 16 weeks, Algebra, 24 
weeks. 

The arrangement as given in the report of the High School 
in Newton for the year 1872-8 is as follows: English Lan- 


82 


guage, 3; *Algebra,. 3; Chemistry or Botany, 3; *Miner- 
alogy, 2; Natural History, 2;  *Latin, 3; Drawing, 2; 
Music, 1; *Penmanship, 1. 

Remark: Natural History is assigned for one term, and 
Mineralogy for the succeeding. | 

Second Year. — English Language (as above), 24 ; Natu- 
ral Philosophy, 3; Geometry, 35; Geology, 3; *Latin and 
*Greck, 4; Botany, 3; Ph vpiolar’ 34; Music, 1; Beene 
Drawing, 1; *German, 3. 

Remark: Of these studies, English Language, *Latin 
*Greek, “German, and Music, are continued throughout the 
year, the other branches 16, or 24 weeks. 

Second Year at Newton. — English Language, 3; Natural 
Philosophy, 38; Geometry, 2; Geology, 2; *Latin, 3; 
*French, 3; Physical Geography or Natural Philosphy, 3; 
*Commercial Geography, 1; *Manual of Agriculture, 2; 
Music, 1; Drawing, 2. 

Remark: Of these, Geology and Manual of Agriculture, 
f elected as studies, are limited to one term. 

Third Year. — English pes Q1; Anithmeliae 2}; 
Geography, 24; Astronomy, 3; *Constitution of the United 
States, 24; *Latin, *Greek, 4; French, 35; *German, 3; 
Music, 1. 

Remark: Arithmetic (brief reviews), and Geography, 
Constitution of United States, are limited to one term. 

Third Year at Newton. — English Language, 3; Physi- 
ology, 3; *Trigonometry, 2; *Science of Government, 2; 
*Ancient History, 2; Modern History, 3; *Political Econo- 
my, 2; *Latin, 3; *French, 3; *German, 3; *Surveying, 
2; *Arithmetic and Book-keeping, 2; Music, 1; Drawing, 
2. 

Remark: The number of these elective studies will be ob- 
served. Those which are continued through the year, are 
English Language, Latin, French, German, Music and 
Drawing. 
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~ With us Book-keeping has been introduced, and combined 
with the ordinary exercises in penmanship, for so much of 
the course as may be required for the combined attainments. 
_ Fourth Year (as provided in our manual). — English Lan- 
guage, 15; English History, 15; Trigonometry and Survey- 
ing, 4; French, 3; Mental Philosophy, 3; Moral Philoso- 
phy, 3; “German, 3; *Latin, *Greek, 4; Music, 1; Read- 
ing, 1. 

Remark: We have not as yet succeeded in bringing’ to- 
gether a Fourth class, for a full year’s course, but have made 
provision for the instruction required. 

Fourth Year at Newton. — English Language, 3; *Modern 
History, 2; Mental Philosophy, 3; Moral Philosophy, 3; | « 
*Astronomy, 2; *Latin, 3;:*German, 38; Music, 1; Draw- 
ing, 1. 

Remark: Declamation and Composition are required alike 
in both towns. For subject of Drawing in Winchester 
Schools, see Drawing, in another part of this report. 


DIPLOMAS. 


The diplomas of graduation indicate alike, in each town, 
the scholar has completed a Three Years’ Course, or a Four 
Years’ Course, or 1 Classical Course; the designations of 
these diplomas being respectively the “ English,” the “ High 
School,” or the “ Classical” diplomas. 

To this general scheme, the greater number of towns, 
with whose schools ours may be the most suitably compared, 
adhere. 

By comparing the schedule found in the annual reports of 
the surrounding towns we will observe that the course of 
study in the Winchester schools is distinguished by no prom- 
inent peculiarities. It can also very properly be said to be 
the same that we have had for many years past, and the same 
that schools in the towns around us of corresponding grades 
have adopted. 
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The School Committee have from year to year modified 
the times, the order (to a very limited extent), and the modes 
of instruction, in Arithmetic, Geography and Grammar}; 
have given more prominence to oral instruction, or to feach- 
ing, and less to mere recitation; — have sought to induce 
greater facility of language, oral and written, and generally 
to render the “ branches ” more the instruments than the end 
of intelligent study. 

In the general drift of our sympathies and efforts we have 
merely moved along with the course, if not in the wake, of 
intelligent school committees all around us, whose annual 
reports, detailing their views, efforts, successes and failures, 
have yearly fallen into or hands. 

Ours is in no proper sense a new course of study, even if 
we compare present with past school work. 

The steps of the ordinary progress from the alphabet to 
Geometry or Philosophy succeed each other, to-day, in the 
same order and at nearly the same place, as heretofore. What 


MOopIFICATIONS 


of school work have been made, have been required by the 
two conspicuous “demands of the times,” so difficult of rec- 
onciliation, and at the same time so imperative, — to wit, 
that for an increased number of studies, and that fora 
reduction of school time. 

Drawing, Music, Book-keeping, Natural Science, Modern 
Languages, Vocal and Physical Drills, Oral and Written les- 
sons in language, and other “branches”? assumed to be 
necessary, if not claimed to be indispensable, have found 
their way into the course of stndy, as work additional to 
what was previously required, and at the same time physi- 
cians and physiologists have urged loudly the weakness of 
the flesh; have insisted that the brain is overworked, that 
school labor must be abridged, that six hours a day tax the 
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child inordinately in the school-room; and many of them 
that any study out of the school-room is a criminal encroach- 
ment upon the conditions of health essential to the real value 
of any mental education whatever. Accordingly the work is 
increased, at least in respect to variety of studies, and school 
hours reduced from six to five per day. 

Many modifications of the course of study are urged upon 
a Committee’s attention, by still more embarrassing demands, 
arising from the variety of treatment which the children of 
differing home culture are supposed to require. 

Efforts will naturally be made to render the school attrac- 
tive and useful to every class of children. The few following 
propositions, however, must be accepted as 


CoNnTROLLING Maxims. 


The public school is instituted for the greatest good of the 
greatest number. 

Its means and appliances are chiefly to be estimated by 
their fitness to qualify those who have no other opportunity 
for respectable and forcible positions in society ; the peculiar 
glory of the common school being that it can rear intelligent 
and substantial citizens, and that not one child of suitable 
age is overlooked. 

Equally obvious it is, that, in the adjustment of the means 
of culture in the school, what the poor child needs, must be 
considered before what the more favored child may be able 
to do, or do the most profitably. 

Still another maxim is quite imperative. Time must be , 
economized, that the greatest amount of benefit may be se- 
cured to the child upon whose industry the family subsist- 
ence may wholly or in part depend. Many studies, conse- 
quently, must be restricted to limits inconsistent with expert 
scholarship, if the elements of other studies should find any 
place in a provision for the child’s actual necessities. 
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To reconcile fully these plain and stern maxims, with a due 
regard to a thorough, well-balanced and fairly finished school 
education, is beyond the reach of any pedagogical wisdom. 

Many of the branches of study must, of necessity, be lim- 
ited to very brief work at the elements. 


EXPERIMENTS. 


Under the pressure of so many very obvious “ essentials ” 
to a school course, more or less of experiment is unavoid- 
able — imperative. 

If time is wasted, as it has been undoubtedly, in cumbrous 
details of Topical Geography, or in technicalities of Grammar, 
or other mere burdens of the memory, bringing no appre- 
ciable increment of mental vigor; or if it be worse than 
wasted in requirements of what is called “studying the les- 
sons” (where the study can be nothing more than listless, 
blank gazing at a book), methods should be devised for 
occupying the attention, and engaging the thought of the 
child in more rational ways. 

Hence, ordinary fidelity to the schools requires that ex- 
perimental efforts should be cautiously but constantly made 
to remedy such obvious defects in school work. 

Teachers will succeed or fail in this department of their 
duty, according to their personal adequacy or elasticity of 
disposition, and such success or failure should not beaccepted 
as any proof of the wisdom or folly of the suggested improve- 
ments. | 


Use oF A MANUAL. 


The necessity of a manual of the course of study is too 
apparent to require explanation here, but some consideration 
of its special features and of the obligations imposed upon 
- teachers is required. | 
It is very easy to criticise a prescribed course of study ; 
‘ very, very difficult to construct one which shall not only 
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command the respect ot intelligent and considerate educators, 
but harmonize the views of teachers and wishes of parents. 

In school matters as well as in all other important social 
questions, there are certain prevalent influences which arise 
from the waves of popular thought, like the exhalations from 
the earth, to withstand which is not merely impolitic, but 
absolutely futile. 

It is not necessary to trace these general impressions, or 
their correlative impulses, to their source. Recognize them 
we must; conform to them we must. 

The hat that was symmetrical, and even beautiful, a few 
years ago, is ugly to-day, and rebel against either view as 
much as one may, he must bend to the general conviction, 
or break. : 

Among the opinions which have thus arisen, and gained 
the concurrence of our leading educators to such a degree 
that dissent, however intelligent, is practically overborne, 
are the following : — 

That the cultivation of 


LANGUAGE, 


oral and written, must receive a larger share of the teacher’s 
attention, at every stage of the school course, than it has 
done in the past; that the methods so long and so com- 
placently employed in the study of our own language have 
been miserably inefficient and stupid. 

Words, arranged in alphabetical order, or classified by 
their syllables, or repeated in lessons involving memorized 
answers to printed questions, or divided into what are called 
parts of speech, spelled, read, parsed, have so little vitality 
in the mouth of the child at school, that a considerate teacher 
feels impelled to resort to conversational exercises, and to 
written work, greatly beyond the limits of former school 
customs, in order that the learner may acquire a vocabulary 
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and propriety of expression, signifying some degree of actual 
intelligence. 

Hence the introduction of exercises, designated as oral 
lessons, object lessons, dictations, abstracts of school topies, 
letter-writing, narratives, descriptions, and other work 
designed to cultivate correctness and facility in the use of 
language. 

School work of this nature cannot be comprehensively or 
very systematically arranged; yet a manual, contemplating 
the allotment of portions of school-time and containing 
general directions as to the order of topics, seems to be re- 
quired. 

This portion of our manual is not intended to impose im- 
practicable tasks upon the teacher, and should not fetter his 
liberty to observe as much or as little of it as his ability and 
experience may permit. 

It is to be accepted as a general and not an arbitrary guide 
to methods of attaining the ends contemplated. 


DRAWING 


has loomed up in the school horizon, and attracted so much 
regard that it has been required by State Law. This im- 
poses duties upon school committees and teachers quite dif- 
ficult to fulfil. It must find a place, and claims a prominent 
one, in our school course. 
Time is required, — the teachers’ work seriously increased. 
The same can be said of 


Music, 


now become a regular branch of study, and added to these 
the work to which the demand for increased attention to the 
elements of natural science has given rise, must very con- 
siderably modify what we call our school system. 

Very much of the work now required may be called new 
work, although no important part of the course of study ever 
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held in our State as the standard course of the Public Schools 
has been abandoned. 

These considerations present to a superficial observer a 
bewildering view, not only of the work actually to be done 
within the walls of the school-room, but of the criticisms 
which parents will inevitably make, whose minds are 
directed by the abundant educational publications of the day 
to this or to that esteemed essential in the training of their 
own children. 

Special or technical training is more and more clamored 
for; but while Industrial Schools may be of superior value 
to many children, yet to permit our Public Schools to be 
diverted from the great work which already overburdens 
them, or to crowd out the two great studies of language and 
mathematics from their fair proportion of the time and 
strength of the school, can only work confusion and weaken 
the course of study allotted. 

Too frequent changes in a school course are especially to 
be deplored, as many years are required to secure sym- 
metrical, or proximately successful results of any given 
plan of study. 


In our 
PRIMARY SCHOOLS 


there is great need of more rational methods than have as 
yet obtained to any considerable extent for drawing out and 
directing the earliest mental work of the child. The differ- 
ences in young children arising from home culture clearly 
indicate the direction in which our efforts for the improve- 
ment of the Primary School should be made. In the teacher 
of little children, as in the mother of the family, there is 
needed the very best, the most wakeful, the most intelligent 
and refined order of mind and sensibility ; and special tact in 
devices for capturing the child’s attention to the elements of 
useful knowledge. Methods of quickening observation, and 
of inducing comparison, and of forming, by easy stages, 
12 w 
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habits of industry and continuous application of study are to 
be discovered. 

The most natural way of attaining these ends would seem 
to be through the employment of their little fingers in the 
construction of simple forms, with the pencil, or with the 
seissors, — the early use of the rule for measurement, and 
the formation of regular and instructive figures; in a word, 
such a study of intelligible objects as is involved in the 
methods of the Kindergarten. The little school, if converted — 
into a work-room, in the sense here intended, in which the 
work shall be both serious and animating, might provide 
more effectively for acquisition in reading, drawing, arith- 
metical processes and writing, as well as habits of order and 
regular application, than our Primary Schools as at present 
organized. | 

‘Lhe Primary School is the field for the educator’s most in- 
telligent and solicitous labors. It is to be most earnestly 
desired that its teachers should magnify their calling. 
Nothing more appeals to their ambition as teachers than 
eminent success with the little ones. 


GENERAL CONDITION OF THE SCHOOLS.. 


The past year may properly be said to have been one of 
ordinary prosperity, several of the schools having exhibited 
very gratifying improvemcut upon the work of the preceding 
year. 


Mystic ScHoou. 


What often occurs in the history of a school composed of 
children from a limited neighborhood has occurred this year 
in the case of the Mystic School. 

The older scholars, those belonging, by age and attainment, 
to classes of the Jntermediate grade, have become too few in 
number and too imperfectly advanced in their studies to give 
character or stimulus to the school. 
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This school which, two years since, contained upon its 
register fifty-one scholars, a fair proportion of whom were 
highly distinguished for scholarship and traits of general 
value to the relative standing of the school, had become re- 
duced to a regular attendance of about fifteen, in December 
last, and the attendance had become unwarrantably irregular. 

Several of the parents made persistent requests of the 
Committee for permission to send their children into the 
Gifford Schools; for acceding to which request a very plau- 
sible reason was supplied in the fact that some of these chil- 
dren could enter classes, in the latter schools, which were 
well organized and well advanced in the proper work of 
their grade, thus offering decidedly superior advantages. 

The Committee thought it advisable to suspend the Mystic 
for a time, and permit all of its children to attend the schools 
in the Gifford District ; acting in this case agreeably to intel- 
ligent opinions expressed by individuals residing in the Mys- 
tic District. 

After the experiment had been tried for a few weeks, and 
after a conference with the people of the latter district, it 
was decided that only the few scholars belonging to the 
Intermediate grade should be permitted to attend at the Gif- 
ford Schools, and that the Mystic should be reopened as a 
Primary School. Some considerations respecting Primary 
Schools have been suggested elsewhere in this Report. 

Miss Wadleigh’s success in the Gifford Primary, and the 
pleasant fruits of her work there, as they now appear in the 
prosperous work of her successors, certainly assure a good, 
though it may be but a small school, in the Mystic. 


GIFFORD SCHOOLS. 


It isa matter of very great pleasure to the Committee, 
that the Gifford Schools, which have, for many years past, 
given them extraordinary anxiety, have obtained now high 
rank in respect of good order and efficiency. Much credit 
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for this is evidently due to the teachers, the Misses West- 
cott, and also to the natural effect of the improvements made 
in the school-building. 

The alterations in the building and the supply of modern 
furniture have contributed to the convenience and attractive- 
ness of the school-rooms, and at the same time materially 
assisted the teachers in the maintenance of school order. The 


Wyman ScHOOL 


has maintained its fair reputation, and the well-established 
influence of its teacher, Miss Johnson, confidently assures 
its continued prosperity, so far as its being a mixed school 
will permit. The 


Hitt ScHoon, 


although still too small for the most profitable school work, 
exhibits very marked improvement, and has received warm 
approbation for the energy with which its work has been of 
late accomplished. Miss Wells is the teacher. ‘The 


ADAMS SCHOOLS, 


notwithstanding very serious obstacles, arising from the in- 
convenient and insufficient building, as well as from the tru- 
ancy and intractable character of some of the scholars, have 
yet proved successful and spirited schools. 

The teachers, Misses Whitney and Symmes, have had 
sufficiently long experience with the peculiar difficulties of 
their respective schools, to have adapted their efforts wisely, 
and to have carried their methods to very gratifying results. 

With more than sixty in the Primary School, while fifteen 
or twenty others will probably be added this spring, it will 
be impossible to provide for them otherwise than by hiring 
additional room. The Committee will recall the attention of 
the town to the expediency of making more adequate pro- 
vision for the present and prospective wants of this part of 


) &§ DAL 


93 


the town, under the head of Recommendations; and to some 
statements respecting the course of the Committee in the 
case of boys sent from this district to the Lowell Institution 
for Truants, the attention of the citizens will be solicited 
under the head of Truancy in this Report. 


Tur Rumrorp ScHOOLs, 


under the care of Misses Palmer and Starkey, have hai a fair 
degree of prosperity. The schools are very full, and the 
rapid present and prospective increase of the population of 
the district admonishes us that regard must be had to the 
necessities of this in connection with the Adams District, in 
the measure named under the head of Recommendations. 


Tur WASHINGTON SCHOOL 


is a mixed school. It has, since September last, been under 
the care of Miss Richardson. ‘The numbers are now rapidly 
increasing, and the school contains the elements of a vigor- 
ous and successful one. As these elements become well as- 
similated, and the teacher has time to mature her methods, it 
will prove doubtless an effective school. 


GRAMMAR SCHOOL. 


The past year has proved one of pronounced success. A 
good class was sent to the High School in September last, 
and the recent examination (largely a written one) elicited 
proofs of very excellent training. Among the evidences of 
the practical usefulness of the methods adopted in this school, 
—of the system to which its work is constructed, may be 
adduced the continued success of a class which has been 
obliged to change teachers twice since September last. 

Miss Weeks being unable to resume her duties in Septem- 
ber, by reason of the sickness of her mother, Miss Adams 
was temporarily placed in charge of her class. ‘The latter 
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having been elected to a more permanent as well as more 
eligible position in the schools of Somerville, the class was 
committed to the charge of Miss Tenney. 

Miss Weeks resumes the class again, and as the Commit- 
tee judge by its recent examination, will find its prosperity 
unimpaired from the changes experienced. 

The Committee have examined the classes in this school 
chiefly themselves, requiring the work to be written. 

In Arithmetic, Geography and Composition the work was 
very promptly and neatly written. The papers produced 
within the limit of the fifteen or twenty minutes allowed, 
were executed with a degree of correctness, ease and neat- 
ness of style which were conclusive evidence of the fidelity 
and comprehensive character of the school training. 

Mr. Baxter’s methods of instruction, as well as the work 
of Misses Marston and Weeks, and the very perfect order of 
the school, make the day of examination one of very pleas- 
urable duty to the Committee, as well as of great interest to 
parents and others. Our children are brought thus far in 
our school course by easy and pleasant stages, and the foun- 
dations are well laid for vigorous and successful study in the 
High School. 

The only serious obstruction to the work here arises from 
the advanced classes being burdened with a few scholars 
whose proficiency did not entitle them to promotion to those 
classes, and who cannot well be sent back to the lower ones, 
where they would also encumber the work there to be done. 
We look for relief from embarrassments of this sort, in a 
measure, to a matter considered under the head of Recom- 
mendations. 

Hien ScwHooun. 

With the liberal spirit of our citizens and their, evident 
readiness to provide the best things in whatever relates to 
the dignity and effectiveness of our public schools, as well as 
with the fair preparation of the classes trained for the High 
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School, we should look for a degree of excellence in the 
latter justly answerable to the promising conditions. 

The Committee desire to speak of this school consistently 
with a just regard for its true merits and its evident needs. 

The Course of Study is fully set forth in another part of 
this Report, and it will there be seen that it is substantially 
the one generally adopted in towns similarly situated. With 
due allowance made for the effect of the continued attend- 
ance of pupils of marked scholarship and general culture, and 
from influential families (which of itself has much to do with 
the popular estimation of a school), it still appears reasona- 
ble that, with such numbers as this school has now attained, 
and with thoroughly competent instruction, there can be no 
considerable obstacle to its creditable success in every 
respect. 

For more than two years prior to July, 1873, the expedi- 
ency of a change of teachers was in frequent and anxious de- 
bate in the committee, and the matter was all the more 
seriously debated, from the fact that .it was urged upon our 
attention by many of our citizens, whose tenderness of the 
personal interests involved was as prominent as was the ex- 
cellence of their judgment in school affairs. 

The committee would refrain now, as we have done in the 
past, from all unnecessary enumeration of the reasons which 
finally determined us to make the change,: trusting to the 
generosity of the citizens, while we simply say that the 
measure adopted was painful to us, difficult of free public ex- 
planation, and a matter of conscientious official duty. We 
would urge nothing in defence of our motives or our wisdom, 
which could by possibility injure the interests or the sensi- 
bilities of any individual. 

The frequent applications ofthe Principal for positions 
elsewhere, argued, with us, such discontent with his position 
here, as to lessen our obligation, if it ever existed, to subor- 
dinate the public interest to his personal wishes. P 
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We hoped that such a change in the Principalship, if mu- 
tually deemed best, might, after entirely private conference, 
be effected in a quiet, courteous and mutually agreeable 
manner; but in this our hopes and aims were unhappily 
thwarted, the private deliberations of the Committee unfor- 
tunately becoming matters of public discussion, while, as yet, 
many questions of their policy and duty were immaturely 
considered. 

We elected as Principal, at the time referred to, one who 
was well known and perhaps universally esteemed among us, 
from his successful work in our Grammar School, and were 
personally assured of his readiness to accept the appointment 
when made. 

Unfortunately, however, he was subsequently induced to 
decline it by influences beyond the Committee’s control. 

Our next appointment was made in view of an amount of 
friendly recommendation, and such evidence of long ex- 
perience in teaching as seemed to us to assure the gentle- 
man’s adaptation to the wants of the school. 

We soon felt, after the opening of the school, that we 
had misjudged. 

Early in the month of November, the Committee communi- 
cated to him the judgment and desire that his engagement 
should terminate at the close of that, the first term of the 
year. 

Our records will explain to citizens, who may choose to 
consult them, the attitude of the question of his continuance 
from that day to the close of the second term, on Feb. 20th, 
and the final action of the Committee in terminating the 
engagement. 

To correct existing misapprehensions, the Committee 
recall copy from the press, to insert the following extracts 
from their records, by request : — 
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Monpay, Nov. 10th, 4 P. M. 


Committee met to consider the state of the High School, 
the deportment and work being unsatisfactory. 

After considerable discussion, Voted that the chairman con- 
vey personally to Mr. Merritt the feelings of the Committee, 
to the effect that his services will not be wanted longer than 


_ the present term. 
(Signed) L. G. BARRETT, Secretary. 


Turespay, Nov. 11, 4 P. M. 


Committee met to hear the report of the chairman with re- 
gard to Mr. Merritt. Mr. M. personally appeared before the 
Committee, and at some length pleaded the shortness of his 
service, the difficulties in his way as a new teacher, and the 
justice of a longer trial. 

Mr. M. retiring, after considerable discussion, the Committee 
voted to instruct the chairman to convey to Mr. M. the follow- 
ing as their conclusion. 

The Committee, having considered your proposition to 
them, have decided to allow you the further trial of a few 
weeks, yourself and the Committee being at liberty to make 
such inquiries as our separate interests may seem to demand. 


(Signed ) L. G. BARRETT, Secretary. 


True copy of Records.’ 
Attest, 
GEORGE COOKE. 


At a meeting of the Committee called for the purpose 
Feb. 14th, it was decided, in accordance with the action above 
quoted from our records, that the Secretary inform Mr. 
Merritt of our decision to terminate his engagement with the 
school term now closed. The Secretary was unable to be 
present at the meeting, but had signified his acquiescence in 


the action proposed. 
13w 
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Among the candidates for our election as his successor, 
guided by our past experience in selecting teachers, we were 
disposed to look for one already engaged in effective and 
prosperous school work ; and after careful inquiry, and a per- 
sonal inspection of the Greenfield High School, we have ap- 
pointed its popular Principal, Mr. Charles L. Harrington, 
to fill the vacancy here. 

His connection with the Greenfield school during the past 
four years, and the esteem in which he is held in that school 
and town, encourage us to expect much from his labors with 
us, and we would bespeak for him a fair opportunity, while 
he transfers his youthful energies und intelligent zeal to the 
work here. 

In the selection of teachers, School Committees generally 
accept the policy of inviting them, in all cases in which an 
increased salary wil! present an inducement, from the schools 
where they are found filling their positions with decided suc- 
cess,—a policy which certainly finds countenance in the 
practice of churches in calling their pastors. 

The Committee, in such emergencies as have this year 
arisen with us, unless wiser than most mortals, must expose 
themselves to the charge of an arrogant disregard of the 
public sentiment on the one hand, or a no less reprehensible 
weakness on the other. 

If, in either instance of the change of teachers in the High 
School, serious blame has been incurred, we must allow our 
fellow-citizens their option between condemning our reticence 
in the one case, and condemning our vacillation, or, at least, 
our communicativeness, in the other; having, before the 
6th of February last, invited about thirty gentlemen, most 
of whom, from having served upon School Committees here 
or elsewhere, were supposed to be most familiar with school 
affairs, to meet us for free interchange of views and counsel 
upon the qnestions so unpleasantly forced upon us. About 
twenty of these accordingly met us at the day above named. 
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We trust our successors upon the School Committee may 
fortunately encounter no unpleasant “emergencies,” or find 
themselves favored with a comfortable fortitude in what 
experiences they involve. 


RECOMMENDATIONS. 


What appropriations are deemed necessary for the schools 
for the coming year are specified in the Prudential Commit- 
tee’s Report. 

There will be found also in the same report the reeommen- 
dation of the purchase of land for the purposes of a new and 
larger school-house within the limits of the Adams District. 

The views of the Committee, as presented to the town two 
years since, still guide our present recommendation. 

The present and prospective school population of that por- 
tion of the town requires larger accommodations. 

A building large enough for four school-rooms, with a hall 

sufficiently large for public exercises, connected with the 
school, and the general educational interests of the neighbor- 
hood, is to be soon required. 
- This should be located with regard to the geographical 
centre of the population, which can be quite easily determined 
by overlooking that territory from the hill on the east of it, 
and observing the apparent conditions which must decide its 
future occupancy. 

Among reasons more immediately connected with the 
character of our schools, the Committee would express the 
judgment that we need such an organization as will provide 
more adequately for a large class who cannot avail themselves 
fully of our Grammar and High Schools. 

We advise such a plan in connection with the house now 
suggested, as will bring the four schools it may be fitted to 
accommodate, under the care of a master competent to in- 
struct in the more advanced studies young men for business 
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purposes and young misses whose time and family necessi- 
ties preclude their attendance upon the full graded course. 

The demand for energetic school government also suggests 
that a suitable opportunity is required for the employment of 
a master, to whom cases of discipline, too difficult or embar- 
rassing for the young lady teachers, may be readily referred. 

An additional consideration, influencing this reeommenda- 
tion, is the important one, that the numbers are increasing in 
whose case the State Law concerning the employment of 
children applies. (See Chap. 42, and the several Amend- 
ments. ) 

While the attendance of children employed in manufactur- 
ing is required, it is only for a portion of the school year; 
consequently the graded school, with its prescribed course of 
study, and full ten months in the year, is not the best place 
for them, nor is their presence well for the best inteteats of 
the school. 

Hence, a school is needed with suitable arrangement to re- 
ceive this class without confusing the regular school work, as 
well as a building fitted for evening schools, for the benefit of 
numerous persons beyond the school age, who should find 
opportunity to learn to read amd write, and acquire arithme- 
tic, geography, ete. 

The Committee do not urge the immediate erection of such 
a building, but that plans be now formed, land be now 
secured, and provision now made to carry this measure into 
effect at an early day; that the work may be well and com- 
prehensively perfected. 

The immediate demand for more school accommodations 
may be imperfectly met, with less peril to the interests in- 
volved, than would be involved in too hasty action in the 
matter of a building so important to the town as well as 
expensive in its erection. 

We recommend the appointment of a special committee, to 
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whom the subject may be referred, with instructions to 
report at the next town meeting. 


TRUANCY. 


The town, at its meeting Nov. 5, 1872, accepted and adopt- 
ed the following rule in conformity with the statutes of the 
State : — | 

“ Any minor between the ages of seven and sixteen years, 
convicted of being an ‘habitual truant,’ or of ‘ wandering 
about the streets or public places’ of this town, having no 
lawful occupation or business, ‘not attending school, and 
growing up in ignorance,’ shall be punished by a fine not ex- 
ceeding twenty dollars, or instead thereof, at the discretion 
of the court or justice having jurisdiction of the case, be com- 
mitted, for a term not exceeding two years, to the ‘ House for 
the Reception, Instruction, Employment and Reformation of 
Juvenile Offenders,’ in the city of Lowell, in the county of 
Middlesex, which is hereby assigned and provided as the in- 
stitution of instruction, house of reformation or suitable situ- 
ation required by the statutes of this Commonwealth concern- 
ing truant children and absentees from school.” 

In accordance with the foregoing provisions, two boys 
from the Adams District were sent to the Lowell Institution 
above-named. A delegation from our Committee visited the 
Institution and reported the school as under very strict, yet 
kind government, and that the boys were well cared for in 
respect to health, comfort and morals. 

In accordance with interpretations generally given of the 
State law, boys so insubordinate in school as to be repeat- 
edly expelled, are to be considered truants, and are liable to 
be sent to this institution. | 

Efforts were made by our Selectmen, supported by peti- 
tions of several citizens, to have the boys withdrawn from 
that institution, upon the plea that, as they became, con- 
structively, town paupers, they came under the care of the 
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Overseers of the Poor, and by procuring their return, expense 
would be saved to the town. 

The expense of the support of a boy in that institution is 
limited, by State law, te two dollars per week. 

The majority of our Committee, in view of all the interests 
of the town involved, declined to consent to the removal of 
the boys, without first informing ourselves of the opinions of 
the officers in charge at Lowell, and making all proper effort 
to maintain an ordinance which the town had deliberately 
adopted, and which we, as the town officers, were in duty 
bound to defend in its legitimate execution. 

Having written to the authorities in charge at Lowell, we 
received the following reply, omitting the names of the boys 
alluded to : — 


“ LOWELL, August 14, 1873. 


“DEAR Sir, — Yours of the 12th inst. was received in due 
season, and would say in reply to your questions, that after 
conferring with the teacher it would be better for the 
boy to remain in the school duing the term of his sentence, 
as he does not make, as yet, that degree of improvement 
worthy of a pardon that he should receive one ; and the effect 
of a pardon for such a boy is very bad for the remaining 
pupils, and will also have a bad effect on the boys in your 
town, causing them to think that even if they do get sent away 
it is easy enough to get a pardon to get home again, and 
thereby the salutary effect on truancy by the sending away 
of two boys in your town might be in a great measure lost. 
Sometimes in very special cases, where it will promote the 
interests of all concerned, it is a good thing to exercise the 
pardoning power on those that are worthy of it. 


“ Respectfully yours, 


*“LORENZO PHELPS. 
“To A. CHaprmy, WINCHESTER.” 
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The Committee, for the reasons thus. given, withheld assent 
to the movement for the removal of these boys, and we do 
not know what influenced the Justice to waive the proper re- 
quirements in such cases, and to issue the order for their 
return. 

The effect indicated in the letter of Mr. Phelps has been 
sadly realized in the increased insubordination of the children 
in the Adams District, and to an unpleasant extent the de- 
moralization of public sentiment upon the matter of good 
order in our schools and community. 

By recent enactment, truant officers are to be appointed, 
directed, and their compensation fixed by School Committee 
(See Chap. 262, Sect. 2), *‘ who shall, under the direction of 
said committee, inquire into all cases arising under the by- 
laws” (of the town), “ and shall alone be authorized, in case of 
violation thereof, to make complaint, and carry into execu- 
tion the judgment thereof.” 

The matter will necessarily require special attention from 
the next school committee. 


RESULTS OF SCHOOL WORK FOR THE YEAR. 


Aside from the disturbing effect of the change of teachers 
in the High School, which should not be overestimated, the 
-year has produced much excellent school work. In the 
Department of Musical Instruction, it is worthy of notice 
that the labors of Prof. Johnson, in carrying forward the 
work he originally planned, must now be appreciated. Few 
of our children are without some degree of proficiency in the 
elements of music; many of them are able to read simple 
music at sight. He has given about 700 model lessons in 
the Primary and Intermediate Schools, by which the teachers 
have been guided in their own instruction in this branch. 

In the Department of Drawing, some advance has been 
effected in some of the schools. 
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In Composition, Geographical study, Arithmetic, as well 
as in the study of Language, there is gain over previous 
years ; and the schools as a whole have been undisturbed by 
obstructive difficulties. Their organization is effective, and 
the promise of a new year of pleasant and profitable work 
sufficiently assuring. 


PRUDENTIAL COMMITTEE’S REPORT. 


The following is a brief exhibit of the pecuniary accounts 
of the schools for the last financial year, as képt and approved 
by the Prudential Committee. The items of expenditure 
will be found detailed in the Report of the Selectmen. 


Dr. 

Paid for teachers’ salaries ‘ . $9,166 37 
‘¢ «¢ care of school-house . P 379 20 
«¢ «¢ washing and cleaning . ; 78 00 
ss 6¢¢ fuel, sawing, etc. ; . 659 79 


«6 yepairs =. ‘ : - 1,174 85 
‘¢ <¢ incidentals : ; 2 755 30 


Tota expenditures $12,213 51 


Cr. 
By town appropriation . - . $12,000 00 
‘¢ State fund - : : : 201 00 


Total receipts $12,201 00 


Excess of expenditure over receipts : : $12 51 


The current year will need the same school appropriation, 
VIZ. : — 
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Teachers’ salaries. : : - $9,500 00 
Fuel and incidentals ; ; . 1,500 00 
Repairs . : : j A . 1,000 00 


Total $12,000 00 


A balustrade, as recommended last year, has been put on 
the roof of the High School-house, which greatly improves 
its appearance. And now the balustrade on the Grammar 
School-house is found, on examination, to need considerable 
repairs ; the pillars are decaying badly. The High, Gram- 
mar and Washington School-houses are all said by practical 
men to need painting, and a circular window would much 
improve the looks of the back of the High School-house, 
which is much exposed to view. For these purposes, a 
special appropriation of $800 should be made, and a suitable 
man chosen to carry the measure into effect. 

The increase of children in the Adams District, which is 
more rapid than in any other in town, will necessitate addi- 
tional accommodations for them, till more convenient arrange- 
ments can be secured. A room can be hired and furnished, 
we think, at a not very large cost. 

The whole population of children on the Plain is becoming 
such, that it seems advisable to plan with reference to their 
future and better accommodation. <A lot should be pur- 
chased directly, and the preliminaries taken towards the 
erection of a larger school-house. The present one is insuffi- 
cient in size, and is poorly arranged for comfort and con- 
venience. We would advise selling it, and erecting one 
more central, of a size and arrangement and aspect adapted 
to the wants of the people, and such as shall be an ornament 
to the town. Several years ago, the citizens chose a com- 
mittee to purchase a lot of land on which to erect a Grammar 
School-house for the accommodation of the Washington, 
Adams, and Rumford Districts. For reasons that seemed 


satisfactory it was not consummated, and it is now recom- 
l4w 
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mended that a committee be chosen to seek and purchase a 


lot on which to erect a school-house for the use of the Adams 
District. 


WincuestEr, March 3, 1874. 


At a meeting of the School Committee, called for the 
purpose of reading and approving the School Report, there 
were present Alonzo Chapin and George Cooke. The 
Report was approved, and is respectfully submitted. 


GEORGE COOKE, 2 Qppmiy 
ALONZO: CHAPIN; ¢ %O7"MMRS 
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LIBRARY REPORT. 


At the annual meeting of the town in March last, an ap- 
propriation of $500 and the “dog money” were made for 
the use.of the Town Library ; and $100 more might be added 
if a change of rooms should be accomplished for its use. 
This has been effected, and the Library is now finely accom- 
modated in Richardson’s Block, centrally located, elevated, 
well lighted, and pleases our people. It has space for two 
or three years to come, perhaps longer. We hope that by 
that time it may be removed to a room in a new Town Hall. 

The financial accounts for the year stand thus : — 


| Dr. 
To Town appropriation, ; : $600 00 
‘¢ Dog money, . é : : 234 00 
«¢ Fines and sales of catalogues, . 25 54 


Total, . : : : ; ; - $859 54 


Cr. | 
For Books, . , ' . i $472 44 
‘¢ Binding and printing, . ° 42 00 
‘¢ Librarians, . : J : 83 33 
‘¢ Fuel and lights, . : : 20 42 
*“Shent, . . . : : 109 38 
‘¢ Incidentals, . : ; ; 26 OL 
‘¢ Fitting-up newroom, . 7 115 34 


Total, : : 2 “ - ; $868 92 
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By the above, it will be seen that the outlay has not varied 
much from the receipts ; we could have used advantageously 
much more. The coming year our expenditures must from 
necessity be larger than heretofore, but for different purposes ; 
the Library should be new catalogued, at a cost larger than any 
heretofore printed ; it should also be rearranged according to 
subjects. Before doing this there ought to be added as many 
books as practicable. The rent of the room has more than 
doubled, and having increased the hours for keeping the 
Library open, the salary of the librarians has been inereased: 
We need, then, for the current year, the following sums, 
viz. : — 


For new books, . ; ; i . $400 


«* Rent, ; ; : ; : 200 
‘¢ Librarians, . ; ! f j 150 
«¢ Rearranging and printing, . : 150 
‘© Fuel, gas, and care of room, ; 4() 


‘¢ Binding, . ° . : : 30 
Total, ‘ > . - ~ $970 


We therefore ask for an appropriation of $800 and the 
“dog money.” 


STATISTICS. 


The number of books now belonging to the Library 


are . . . ; : : ‘ ¢ . 3,100 
Number added during the year past. : , 363 
Number of volumes taken out , ; ; . 8,944 
Number taken out over any previous year. . 2,104 
Number taken per week : ; . ‘ : 162 


Whole number of subscribers 2 F ‘ : 654 
Number added during the year. ; : - 125 
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The increase of books and readers forms quite an epoch in . 
the. history of our Library, and is gratifying. The number 
of readers increased so rapidly after its removal in Novem- 
ber, that they could not be suitably accommodated, and the 
last half of Saturday afternoons was added to the Library 
hours, for the special benefit of ladies and children. 

The books last purchased were put on the shelves without 
covering, with a belief that those taking them out would be 
better pleased, and treat them with more care and neatness. 
The belief has been greatly realized, in the fact that those 
books now appear better, and a less number require binding ; 
they also have a neater appearance in the cases, and on the 
tables in our houses. It, is lamentable that our Library 
should wear so fast, and that the books should be used so 
carelessly, and be so abused, especially by many of our 
young people. Will not their parents look after them with 
more care? Such liberality as is used by our town for their 
entertainment aud improvement should be better appre- 
ciated. 

With the exception of the Congressional Globes, 4 vols., 
The Census Reports, 4 vols., and some Congressional Re- 
ports, no presents have been made to our Library the past 
year. Such indifference to its increase is much to be dep- 
recated. Is it because of the. past stringency of financial 
affairs? We much need avery large increase of books, and we 
would suggest to our opulent citizens, their presentation, as a 
very common and efficient mode of doing good. 

No examination of the Library has this year been made, 
in consequence of the fact that the books will soon have to 
be called in to rearrange, and as it occupies so much time, 
during which they must be kept from the readers, it is 
desirable not to require it oftener than is imperative. 

The term for which Dr. Winsor was chosen having expired, 
and Mr. Patten having removed from town, their places 
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should be supplied. In soncluéion): the T: ustee 
repeat the request that individuals wishing books be 
the Library should mention the names to the Libr 


Respectfully, ¢ “ag 


“na 


F. WINSOR, 2 7... 
A. CHAPIN, ve 
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TOWN WARRANT, 


COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS. 
MIDDLESEX, ss. 


To either of the Constables of the Town of Winchester, in 
said County. GREETING : 


In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, you 
are hereby required to notify and warn the inhabitants of the 
Town of Winchester, qualified to vote in elections and town 
affairs, to meet in Lyceum Hall, in said Winchester, on 
Monday, the twenty-third day of March, instant, at one o’clock 
in the afternoon, to act upon the following articles : — 

ArtTicLE 1. To choose a Moderator to preside at said 
meeting. 

Art. 2. To choose all necessary Town Officers for the year 
ensuing. ¥ 

Art. 8. To hear and act upon the report of the Selectmen, 
or any other Town Officer, and Committees heretofore 
appointed. 

Art. 4. To determine what sum of money the Town will 
raise for the support of schools, for the year ensuing. 

Art. 5. Todetermine what sum of money the Town will 
raise for the repairs on school-houses, and improvements to 
grounds. 

Art. 6. To see if the Town will choose a Prudential Com- 
mittee, totake charge of building and repairing school-houses, 
and furnishing fuel, or do anything in relation to the same. 

Art. 7. To determine what sum of money the Town will 
raise for the support of highways and bridges, and how, and 
through whom, the same shall be expended. 

Art. 8. To determine what sum of money the Town will 
raise for widening streets. 
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Art. 9. To see if the Town will authorize the purchase of 
a pair of horses for the Fire Department, or do anything in 
relation to the same. 

Art. 10. To determine what sum of money the Town 
will raise for the support of the Poor, and to defray inciden- 
tal expenses, interest, and State Aid. r 

Art. 11. To determine what sum of money the Town 
will raise to keep the Cemetery in repair. 

Art. 12. To determine what sum of money the Town 
will raise for the Town Library, for the year ensuing. 

Art. 13. To determine what sum of money the Town 
will raise for the support of the Fire Department, for the 
year ensuing. 

Art. 14. To see if the Town will raise a sum of money 
to be expended by the Fish Committee. 

Art. 15. To determine what measures the Town wil 
adopt for the payment of the notes of the Town, coming due 
the current year. 

Art. 16. To see if the town will authorize the Treasurer 
to borrow, under the direction of the Selectmen, a sum of 
money to meet demands upon the Treasury, in anticipation 
of the taxes. 

Art. 17. To see if the Town will appropriate money for 
the purpose of decorating the graves of soldiers on Memo- 
rial Day, or do anything in relation to the same. 

Art. 18. To see if the Town will appoint a night police, 
or do anything in relation to the same. 

Art. 19. To see if the Town will appropriate a sum of * 
money to be expended in providing watering-places for horses, 
cattle, etc., or do anything in relation to the same. 

Art. 20. To see if the Town will establish the pay of As- 
sessors, or any other town officer, or do anything in relation 
to the same. | 

Art. 21. To see if the Town will vote to sell the old en- 


gine-house and lot, or do anything in relation to the same. 
li5w 
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Art. 22. To see if the Town will rescind so much of all 
former votes to borrow money on notes of the town as have 
not been used up to this date, or do anything in relation to 
the same. | 

Art. 23. Tosee if the Town will instruct the Selectmen to 
waive the right to assess betterment on the estate of Harrison 
Parker, on account of extension of Walnu: street, or do any- 
thing in relation to the same. 

Art. 24. To see if the Town will appropriate the money re- 
ceived from the State as corporation tax, as a sinking fund, 
to pay the indebtedness of the Town, or do anything in re- 
lation to the same. 

Art. 25. To see if the Town will appropriate money 
under Chap. 381, Acts of 1869, for the planting of shade 
trees, or do anything in relation to the same. 

Art. 26. To see if the Town will define the duties of ‘the 
Town Auditors, or do anything in relation to the same. 

Art. 27. To hear and act upon the report of Selectmen, 
in relation to laying out Vine street, leading from Cambridge 
street to land of W. D. Byron, as a town way. 

Arr. 28. To hear and act upon the report of Selectmen, 
in relation to laying out Central street, leading from Church 
to Bacon street, as a town way. 

Art. 29. To see if the Town will instruct the Selectmen 
to petition the County Commissioners to lay out Church 
street 60 feet wide from junction of Church and Dix streets 
to Cambridge street, or do anything in relation to the same. 

Art. 30. To see if the Town will instruct the Selectmen 
to petition the County Commissioners to lay out Church 
street 50 feet wide from junction of Church and Dix streets 
to the railroad crossing, or do anything in relation to the 
same. | 

Art. 31. To see if the Town will raise, by special appro- 
priation, a sum of money sufficient to paint and repair the 
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High, Grammar, and Washington school-houses, or do any- 
thing in relation to the same. 

Art. 32. To see if the Town will take measures to secure 
a lot in the Adams School District on which to erect a school- 
house, or do anything in relation to the same. 

Art. 33. To hear and act upon the report of Selectmen, 
in relation to laying out Cedar street, leading from Cross to 
Swanton street, as a town way. 

Art. 34. To see if the Town will change the name of 
School to Dix street, or do anything in relation to the same. 

Art. 35. To see if the Town will adopt the name of — 
School for the street south of High School-house, or do any- 
thing in relation to the same. 

Art. 36. To hear and act upon the report of the Water 
Commissioners. 

Arr. 37. To see if the Town will determine through and 
by whom the money appropriated for the repairs of school- 
houses and improvement of grounds shall be expended, or do 
anything in relation to the same. 

Art. 38. To see if the: Town will reimburse to Sarah E. 
Holton, the amount of taxes assessed to and paid by 
Thomas Holton since the same was sold by him to other 
persons, or to do anything in relation to the same. 

Art. 89. To see if the Town will accept an act, entitled 
an Act for the election of Road Commissioners, and elect a 
Board of Commissioners as therein provided, or do anything 
in relation to the same.. 

Art. 40. To see if the Town will appoint a committee to 
select a site for a Town Hall, and report their decision at the 
next town meeting, or do anything in relation to the same. 

Art. 41. To see if the Town will establish the grade of 
streets in connection with the laying of the water pipes, or 
do anything in relation to the same. 

Art. 42. To-see if the Town will authorize the Water 
Commissioners to stock the reservoir with useful fish, or do 
anything in relation: to the same.. 
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Art. 43. To see if the Town will request the School Com- 
mittee to so arrange the course of study in the High School 
that a practical business education may be obtained for our 


D. W. LOCKE, ‘ of 
J. T. WILSON, Winchester. 
A true copy. Attest: 
F. H. JOHNSON, 
Constable. 


The Selectmen will be in session at the Selectmen’s room, 
on Saturday, March 21st, from 7 to 8 o’clock P. M., and 
from 12 to 1 o’clock P. M., on the day of meeting, to correct 
and revise the Voting List; and no case will be heard after 
the meeting is opened. 
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